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The parish priest and the IKKA voucher - or what 
tree does the economic criminal create?
Czene-Polgár, Viktória
In the 1960s favorable economic changes brought a noticeable rise in 
living standards that increasingly enabled household savings in Hun-
gary, while at the same time, social groups were treated as enemies 
by party-state dictatorship, such as members of churches, who did 
not perceive any of the positive economic effects. This undeserving, 
vulnerable financial situation sometimes forced them to use coercive 
solutions. The study shows - through the fate of a Catholic priest- how 
the use of the legal economic opportunities provided by the system 
could be used against members of these groups.

Supplements to Documents of Bishop Ottokár 
Prohászka’s Public Activity
Fazekas, Csaba
Bishop Ottokár Prohászka (1858–1927) was one of the most im-
portant public figures of the interwar Hungary. He became not only 
an important politician, but he got a special position of the spiritual 
founders of the new ‘Horthy regime’ from 1919 autumn. After his 
death of 1927, Antal Schütz published Prohászka’s speeches and arti-
cles in a monumental, 25 volumes series. Schütz did not collect every 
text, that’s why a new monograph was published in 2019 with 150 un-
published articles, speeches and interviews of the bishop. This short 
article includes two new more articles from the contemporary text.

First is an interview given by Prohászka to a daily in November 
1919. Prohászka wanted to give a complex social and political pro-
gram for the Hungarian nation after crisis times caused by the World 
War I and the subsequent events: attempt for a democratic republic 
and the communist dictatorship of 1919. Prohászka as a representa-
tive of the ‘Christian Nationalist’ ideology strongly condemned the 
Liberalism and wanted to rebuild a new phenomenon of nation on the 
foundations of the countryside religious society. He hoped a new land 
reform could be the most important element of the building of a new 
and successful Hungary.

The second text is a religious contemplation for the 1920 Christ-
mas. Prohászka repeated his thesis about the role of the peasantry in 
the successful future of the Hungarian state. Christmas times gave 
a good opportunity for proclaiming a political message for the New 
Year. In this case Prohászka wrote about the new hope about the stabi-
lization about the state. He wanted to make a cooperative movement 
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among the peasantry and condemned the liberal market economy 
which is not available for the Hungarian circumstances according to 
him. Prohászka hoped the development of the Hungarian countryside 
including modernized school and health care system.

Modus vivendi with Moscow? The 1945 Flynn 
Mission and Pius XII’s Eastern Politics
Fejérdy András
One of the open questions in the historiography of the Vatican-Krem-
lin relations after World War II, is whether bilateral dialogue and 
reaching an agreement was prevented by the caution and anti-com-
munist priciples of Pope Pius XII, or rather by the aloofness of the 
Soviet Union. Based on the newly opened Vatican sources, the pa-
per examines the mission of Edward J. Flynn, an American Demo-
crat politician, who in February-March of 1945 attempted to mediate 
between the two parties. After a brief review of the assessment of 
the Flynn mission in scolarly literature, the paper first outlines the 
course of events, then evaluates the goals and perspectives of the ac-
tors involved. It concludes that although Moscow sought to loosen 
relations between local churches and Rome, and the Holy See made 
the guarantee of religious freedom a condition of negotiations, Pius 
XII still sought contact and was ready to send an apostolic visitor to 
Soviet-occupied territories to gather information on the situation of 
the Catholic Church there.

End of socialism and Churches in Hungary – from a 
grass-root perspective
Gárdonyi, Máté
The change of political system 1989-1990 resulted in a favourable 
position of the religious communities in Hungary. The state ceased 
to practise a strict control and guidence over the Churches, new pos-
sibilities for social activities presented themselves and the traditional 
Churches regained most of their real estates confiscated by the com-
munist state after the WW II. These changes were also perceptible at 
Siófok, in a relatively small town, a summer resort by Lake Balaton. 
Churches were built also in the final years of communism, demon-
strating the evidently lacking benevolence of the state. At first a syn-
agogue was built at Siófok for the guests from abroad, which was 
followed by a Lutheran Church built with the contribution of a part-
ner-settlement in Finland. At the beginning of the new epoch, as a part 


