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the governance structures and the power of the prince, to accommodate 
the serious social and political conflicts, to consolidate the economy and 
rebuild after devastations of war.
In his sermon Tolnai reflected on all of these questions. Applicating the 
biblical example of Nehemiah he supported the legitimation of Mihály 
Apafi, and argued for accepting the Ottoman supremacy. On the other 
hand, the organic theory of state and society and the criticism of the 
Transylvanian nobility adduced the restoration of the public order, the 
securing of social peace and the evolving of a more balanced and righ-
teous order under the new circumstances. The essence of Tolnai’s argu-
mentation is nothing more and nothing less that the “peace of the father-
land” relies on the “fine concordance”, that means the social and political 
integration of the nation as a whole.

The Catholic Church’s Communication in the 
Twentieth Century
Kovács, Lajos
The Second Vatican Council has profoundly changed how the Catholic 
Church communicates internally and externally. The Synod occurred af-
ter a very long battle of the Church against modernism, liberalism, plura-
lism i.e. the values of modern societies. However it was time to face the 
challenges of the modern era in a way that is normative and visible at the 
same time. The most relevant changes are formulated in the most impor-
tant documents of the Synod, and the highlights are about the church’s 
role in the society: how she presents herself to the world outside of the 
Church. The old way of propaganda, persuasion and forceful missioning 
has radically changed into tolerance, inclusion, and recognition of the 
values of otherness. In other words, the mission is: not to impose but to 
propose, not to convert but to converse. That is the new way the church 
has been communicating in the last couple of decades.

Gregory Bicskei elected Archbishop of Esztergom 
(1298–1303)
Hunyadi, Sándor
In my work, I reviewed Gregory Bicskei’s ecclesiastical and political 
career. He was a custos in Székesfehérvár from 1289 until 1297 when 
he was elected provost of Székesfehérvár. Lodomer’s, the Archbish-
op of Esztergom, death brought a significant turn in his career as in 
January 1298, he was elected Archbishop of Esztergom. Pope Boni-


