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the governance structures and the power of the prince, to accommodate 
the serious social and political conflicts, to consolidate the economy and 
rebuild after devastations of war.
In his sermon Tolnai reflected on all of these questions. Applicating the 
biblical example of Nehemiah he supported the legitimation of Mihály 
Apafi, and argued for accepting the Ottoman supremacy. On the other 
hand, the organic theory of state and society and the criticism of the 
Transylvanian nobility adduced the restoration of the public order, the 
securing of social peace and the evolving of a more balanced and righ-
teous order under the new circumstances. The essence of Tolnai’s argu-
mentation is nothing more and nothing less that the “peace of the father-
land” relies on the “fine concordance”, that means the social and political 
integration of the nation as a whole.

The Catholic Church’s Communication in the 
Twentieth Century
Kovács, Lajos
The Second Vatican Council has profoundly changed how the Catholic 
Church communicates internally and externally. The Synod occurred af-
ter a very long battle of the Church against modernism, liberalism, plura-
lism i.e. the values of modern societies. However it was time to face the 
challenges of the modern era in a way that is normative and visible at the 
same time. The most relevant changes are formulated in the most impor-
tant documents of the Synod, and the highlights are about the church’s 
role in the society: how she presents herself to the world outside of the 
Church. The old way of propaganda, persuasion and forceful missioning 
has radically changed into tolerance, inclusion, and recognition of the 
values of otherness. In other words, the mission is: not to impose but to 
propose, not to convert but to converse. That is the new way the church 
has been communicating in the last couple of decades.

Gregory Bicskei elected Archbishop of Esztergom 
(1298–1303)
Hunyadi, Sándor
In my work, I reviewed Gregory Bicskei’s ecclesiastical and political 
career. He was a custos in Székesfehérvár from 1289 until 1297 when 
he was elected provost of Székesfehérvár. Lodomer’s, the Archbish-
op of Esztergom, death brought a significant turn in his career as in 
January 1298, he was elected Archbishop of Esztergom. Pope Boni-



face VIII, however, appointed him administrator of the archdioceses 
in 1299, but did not confirm neither his earlier office nor his election 
as Archbishop. He joined the opposition of Andrew the III and joined 
those who were preparing for the reign of Charles I. Gregory’s early 
commitment, however, resulted in his domestic exile. Even Charles 
I only appointed the elected, but never confirmed, Archbishop as 
vice-chancellor.

Protestant priestly marriage customs in 16–17. 
century
Báthoriné Misák, Marianna
In my study, I examine the marriage habits of 16th–17th century prea-
chers and pastors. Due to the lack of resources, my research encountered 
many obstacles, so I could not strive for completeness in the course of 
my work. Nevertheless, the examples I present from the lives of pastors 
have provided insight into the traditions and customs mentioned. We 
found that in most cases the pastors followed the customs in force in the-
ir countryside and chose a companion from where their place of service 
bound them. Although the Western Reformers established a kind of or-
der, the conditions in Hungary did not allow the application of the Gene-
va model and proposals. Remarriage, multiple remarriage, and a large age 
difference between husband and wife were not uncommon. There were 
practical reasons behind both. In connection with the issue of marriage, I 
mention divorce and the fact that good and bad marriage existed among 
pastors as early as the 16th and 17th centuries. The reasons for this may 
have been the wrong choice of mate, or even pastoral behavior that tur-
ned in the wrong direction. In contrast, a good marriage was a blessing 
not only to the pastor and his family, but also to the congregation.

Contributions to the history of the Kapistrán 
printing house in Vác
Fábián, Borbála
Zénó Horváth, the prior of Vác, bought the Vác Christian Printing 
House in 1926 with the approval of the Franciscan provincial gover-
nor. It was moved to the monastery in October 1927. Until the nation-
alization, in 1949, the printing house operated here. In 1986, Gotfrid 
Vándor summarized the history of the printing house and compiled a 
bibliography of its prints. The study Contributions to the History of 
the Vác Printing House addresses some of the issues that have been 


