
Summaries in English
On the margin of a 17th century Hebrew exam  
Clarifications and Hebrew Carmen based on the 
book of Mihály Tofeus in Oradea (RMK II. 764)
Zsengellér, József
A Hebrew exam of the 17th century was recorded in a published dis-
putation at the Reformed College of Nagyvárad (nowadays Oradea) 
– RMK II. 764. Six of the eleven students who did this exam wrote 
Hebrew carmina (greeting poems) on the occasion of the disputation 
of their co-student. This article analyzes the circumstances and con-
tents of the publication and translates the carmina for the first time. 
We are informed how theological students of the 17th century were 
taught the Hebrew language by their professor Michael Tofeus the 
later bishop of the Reformed Diocese of Transylvania.

Female roles and family strategies in Hungary in the 
second half of the 19th century  
Career of Mrs Károly Szász, née Antónia Bibó
Sárai Szabó, Katalin
The correspondence between Calvinist Bishop Károly Szász and his 
wife, Antónia Bibó sheds light on their relationship, their roles in the 
life of the family and their mutual expectations. My essay focuses on 
how their family model worked under continuously changing, often 
unpredictable social conditions as from the mid-19th century. 

Antónia Bibó’s career cannot be analysed either in terms of 
the discourse of women’s history that assesses accomplishments of 
(groups of) women as to how they related to the emancipation pro-
cess, or measuring the extent to which women managed to transcend 
traditional female roles and seized a position in the “men’s world”. 
She defined her purpose as being the best possible wife, mother and 
housewife, because this was the part of family strategy in a fami-
ly building a intellectual career in mid-19th century Hungary. Hence 
it follows that her career can only be evaluated in another context, 
namely, what achievements and prestige could she win in her family 
and among the people who knew her with her unwavering commit-
ment to the traditional female role.


