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The National Protestant Days, 1939–1950

Tibor Klestenicz
In the fist half of the 20th century, Hungarian Protestant Churches recog-
nised the growing importance of public mass events, which made it possib-
le to express the prestige and social influence of the Calvinist and Lutheran 
communities. In 1939, an annual series of events called National Protest-
ant Days was launched, which was held in a remarkable way until 1950, 
despite World War II. and political regime changes (with the exception of 
1944.) It was organized by a social organisation called National Bethlen 
Alliance, which enjoyed the generous support of the government. 

The present study undertakes to explore the most important fea-
tures of the Protestant Days and examines how the organizers of the 
events tried to influence the public opinion of the age.

The origin of administrative literacy at Arad in the 
Middle Ages (1229–1342)

István Kovács
This paper aims to show how literacy formed and developed in the south-
ern part of the Great Hungarian Plain from the first steps to the years of 
the late Arpadian and the early Anjou periods. There are five parts of the 
present article, in which the Historiographical background, The amount of 
diplomas, The procedure and the information flow, Ranks appearing in the 
charters and The conclusion are introduced. Firstly, the paper presents the 
main researchers and their most important studies on the topic of loca 
credibililia. On one hand, general literature on the issue (f.e. the discus-
sions of Ferenc Eckhart and László Koszta) is mentioned and on the other 
hand, the more specific segments of literature are presented (f.e. works of 
Kálmán Juhász). In the second part of the paper, 46 charters are analysed 
in terms of form as well as the location and reason of publishing. Based on 
their form, diplomas may be divided into three types: fassiones, relationes 
and transsumptiones.”In terms of procedure and information flow, I anal-
yse the quickest and slowest cases, which allows me to show how much 
time was needed at the least and on average for one procedure. This data is 
useful to answer the question of how quick the information flow was. Re-
garding the fourth part, my aim is to introduce the staff of administrative 
literacy at Arad in the period between 1229 and 1342. Although sources 
are sufficient to present the credible staff who were sent to one or more 


