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Some remarks on the sources of the foundation of the 
provostry church of the Virgin Mary in Székesfehérvár 
(Alba Regia)

Gábor Thoroczkay
Analyzing the special vocabulary of the legends of St. Stephen (templum 
instauravit, capellam suam retinens), the present study concludes that the 
provostry church of Fehérvár could not have had any antecedents befo-
re the founding of the Hungarian state (1000–1038). This is supported 
by current archaeological resolutions. All this makes it unlikely that King 
Stephen would have been crowned in Székesfehérvár in 1000 or 1001.

Church of Miskolczi Csulyak István: the first reformed 
church in olaszliszka

Gábor Egeresi
Olaszliszka is a quiet village today in the heart of the wonderful Tokaj wine 
region in North-East Hungary.  The region is a ‘historic landscape’ under 
the defense of UNESCO’s Act on the Protection of Cultural Heritage, 
since 2012. The purpose of this territorial protection is to preserve the his-
toric buildings and the natural environment.  One of these historic build-
ings is the fabulous Roman Catholic church in Olaszliszka.

The attentive passenger arriving to Olaszliszka can easily notice in this 
small and disadvantaged settlement the signs of a more glorious past. The 
most significant sign of this heritage is the Roman Catholic church buil-
ding with an imposing tower.  Our essay presents the story of this building, 
more precisely, collects many questions about it. Some of them remain 
unanswered; nonetheless stones and written sources tell us the story. 

Our focus is on the ‘Reformed’ period.  The citizens of Olaszliszka – in 
that time a town (‘oppidium’) joined to the reformation in the 1540’s. The 
fact, that the landlord of Olaszliszka was the Roman Catholic Church (the 
provost of Szepes)  could not prevent this change.  The Reformed Cong-
regation of Liszka was using the building in peace for decades. In the Long 
Turkish War it was destroyed, probably in 1598. The congregation rebuilt 
it within a few years. The tower (originally a watchtower) was standing 
independently that time, it was rebuilt in 1634. The organizer and opera-
tor of this construction was István Miskolczi Csulyak, the famous prea-
cher and church leader. The time of counter-reformation was excruciating 
here, the church changed hands at least nine times within four decades 
(1672-1711).


