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renewal

Gábor Schein: Where Are They Going?

Ghislain Lafont: Pyramid Upside Down (What Can Be Achieved by the Synod?)

Gisbert Greshake: Where Is the Church Headed?

Kinga Szűcs: Plant Imagery of Renewal in the Bible
Interpreting biblical texts, we do not usually pay much attention to the plant 
imagery, and if we do, we rely largely on interpretations anchored in tradi-
tion  However, we can reasonably assume that at the time of the formulation 
of the biblical texts, the human-plant relationship had different characteris-
tics than today: the plant world was not merely a tool and a set of human 
activity, but also a partner and shaper of it  A better knowledge of the plant 
form of life (alongside with a better knowledge of the non-human forms of 
created life) and the search for possibilities of communication with non-hu-
man life forms are key issues in the renewal of our world today  The hu-
man-plant relationship of the biblical age is put in a new refraction by the 
results of contemporary plant biology research in which we can marvel to 
everything that connects us inseparably with plants – despite the general 
plant blindness of modern man 

Zoltán Brys: Understanding Who We Are
The unprecedented evolution of the human brain is the result of a quite ex-
traordinary selection process  Blessed with the miracle of the human brain, 
humanity occupies a quite special place in the Earth’s ecosystem: we have been 
destroying the ecosystem at an unprecedented rate  Consumerism is destroy-
ing natural forests at an accelerating rate, treating them as raw materials and 
an economic commodity  Arguably, the extensive endosymbiotic plant-fun-
gus networks of natural forests may have the same level of complexity – and, 
perhaps, even consciousness – as the human brain  Some of the beliefs of the 
indigenous peoples of the Amazonian rainforests are consistent with this pos-
sibility  Our economic and political leaders are failing for long to deal with 
rampant destruction of nature, creating a world that is impossible to predict 
and live in  The long-needed self-limitation of humanity might be brought 
about by an eco-ethical revolution, based on self-awareness, community em-
powerment and democratic and spiritual values, which could bring about a 
general change in human mentality, and a life-praxis in general 

Péter Tóth: Renewable Energy Sources
The amount of power from the sun that strikes the Earth in a single hour is 
more than what the entire world consumes in a year  Hence, renewable ener-
gy sources are unlimited, and will never run out  However, we cannot ignore 
that renewable energy sources are not completely emission-free  Moreover, 
they are much more exposed to environmental factors, which renders it more 
difficult for us to find sustainable solutions 

Tamás Kárpáti: Distant Planet
The paper describes the author’s psychological work with addicts  It gives 
insight into the difficulties and successes of the process of change and dis-
cernment  The author argues that addiction is an incurable disease  Thus, 
lifelong recovery can be an effective perspective for most of those living to-
gether with this disease, provided they never abandon the effort for renewal 
and change  Conjointly, working in this field as a helper, one needs also to 
learn and change to be able to help efficiently 



Gergely Nádori: Education during the Pandemic
The past two years have been a stress test for the entire world in many fields 
ranging from the global economy through national health-systems to social 
welfare policies  Summing up a large number of data, the essay examines the 
effects, challenges, and consequences of the pandemic in terms of education 

Rita Halász: Sincerity and Falsehood in Expressions of Apology
In the recent past, there have been published a large number of expressions 
of apology  Reading such statements one often wonders whether they are 
genuine apologies or other forms of expressions disguised as apologies  The 
paper tries to identify criteria for genuine expressions of apology by sorting 
out ways of speech that might distort sincerity 

József Mélyi: Ever-Renewing Measurement (Ákos Birkás’ Lectures on the Death 
of Avant-garde)
In the recent history of Hungarian fine arts, we can hardly find an artist who 
has been renewed more often and more radically than Ákos Birkás  Changes 
in the genre and the transformation of artistic attitude seem to be extreme-
ly important in his oeuvre  Outstanding among his renewals is the radical 
change of attitude in the early 1980s, the essence of which was contained in 
the two lectures he gave in the last days of 1982 on the death of the avant-gar-
de  According to Birkás, the only possible way to change attitudes in this 
situation proves to be painting  However, it is not just a matter of technical 
transformation; for him, renewal is essentially spiritual  Although the ap-
pearance of the postmodern did not cause profound changes in Hungary, 
the experiences of the renewal were incorporated into Birkás’ thinking about 
the artists’ role 

Sándor Bazsányi: Anthropology of Breaking (On Depicting Human Qualities in 
Miklós Mészöly’s Novel Forgiveness)
Miklós Mészöly’s novel, Forgiveness (Megbocsátás) is crisscrossed, or, rather, 
penetrated by the so-called „Porszki-virus” (Ábel Porszki being one of the 
main characters in the novel), the manifold symptoms of which can be iden-
tified in violence, sexuality, and bestiality  The diffusion or dissemination of 
the „Porszki-virus” is discernible at various levels: in the life of the family 
posited in the center of the story, in the everyday life of the small town, in the 
historical and mythological background of the novel, and in the anthropolog-
ical dimension in Mészöly’s language 

Péter Lichter: Workaholic Chameleon (Renewals of Steven Soderbergh)
This essay examines Steven Soderbergh’s oeuvre, focusing on the question of 
„rebirth”  The director’s carrier runs a path of constant self-inventing, which 
started after the failure of his fourth feature film (The Underneath)  From that 
point, Soderbergh started to experiment with editing (The Limey), the clas-
sical Hollywood storytelling (Ocean’s Eleven), and the documentary style 
(Che I –II ), which made him a typical postmodern auteur 

Ábel Halmos: Synod on the Path of the Rule

Poems by G. András Villányi, Mária Szentirmai, and György Debreczeny 


