
The history of the knowledge on Early Jurassic (Liassic) brachiopods of the Bakony Mountains begins, just as in so
many fields of the geology of Hungary, with the French scientist BEUDANT (1822). In the course of his pioneering “voy-
age” across Hungary in 1818, he gave a geological sketch of the Bakony Mountains and noticed small, sharply ribbed
“terebratules” in the Jurassic red crinoidal limestones in the southern part of the Bakony (BEUDANT 1822, vol. 2, pp. 432
and 435.).

The next author to mention Liassic brachiopods from the Bakony Mountains is the Hungarian Benedictine monk, F.
RÓMER (1860). In his book devoted to the archaeological finds of the region, he wrote with high enthusiasm about the “[red
marble … with terebratulas of exceptional beauty]” which he obtained by “[…hammering the blocks of stones to bits,
beneath the shady trees]”. RÓMER (1860) mentioned Jurassic brachiopods from Fenyőfő, Kőris-hegy and from the surround-
ings of Olaszfalu. 

The first list of Liassic brachiopod species was published by PAUL (1862) who made geological mapping for the
Geological Institute of Vienna. The five brachiopod species collected from the Kőris-hegy were known from the classical
Hierlatz fauna and point to a Sinemurian age.

The monograph of BÖCKH (1874) was a milestone in the progressing knowledge on the Jurassic of the Bakony
Mountains. This was the first comprehensive geological description of the area (commissioned by the independent
Geological Institute of Hungary), with a rich palaeontological documentation. The 16 Liassic brachiopod species (12 of
them as new), described and figured on lithographic plates, came from the Lower Liassic (mainly from the Sinemurian), but
the faunal lists included the representatives of the Pliensbachian brachiopods “Terebratula aspasia” and “Terebratula

adnethica” from Szentgál and Úrkút (BÖCKH 1874, pp. 25, 28.). Hence, BÖCKH’s monograph is, in fact, the starting point in
the history of research of the Pliensbachian brachiopods of the Bakony Mountains.

Here, it is worth making a short detour to the field of Sinemurian brachiopods. After the impressive start (BÖCKH 1874),
the research on the Sinemurian of the Bakony Mountains went on efficiently: KOCH (1875) reported on a rich fauna from
Kőris-hegy, Szépalmapuszta and Kardosrét; later, ORMÓS (1937) published the detailed description and photographic docu-
mentation of 47 brachiopod species from Kék-hegy. Recently the research got new impetus: the detailed and comprehensive
works by DULAI (1990, 1992, 2002, 2003) raised the knowledge of the Sinemurian brachiopods of the Bakony Mountains to
a high international standard.

As for the Pliensbachian brachiopods, the next, although poorly documented, step was made by the renowned fossil
hunter and excellent amateur geologist, D. LACZKÓ (1898) who collected numerous brachiopods from “Hierlatz and Adnet
facies” south of Lókút (Mohoskő, at that time also called Szögle). The fossils were identified by LÓCZY (1898) who men-
tioned 43 brachiopod species, without listing the names. Luckily, I traced this material (or at least a part of it) in the
Geological Museum of the Geological Institute of Hungary. In the few dozens of specimens, I was able to identify 15
Pliensbachian brachiopod species (besides 4 Sinemurian and 2 Bajocian ones). 

Very little progress was made in the next decades. “Rhynchonella piccininii” was reported by VADÁSZ (1909) from
Szentgál, “Pygope aspasia” by NOSZKY (1943) from Hárskút (Közöskúti-árok), then “Terebratula (Pygope) adnethensis”
by NOSZKY (1945) from the slope of Papod, but figures were not given. Surprisingly, the first illustration of a Pliensbachian
brachiopod from the Bakony Mountains is credited to TASNÁDI KUBACSKA (1962, pp. 74–78) who, in his book on
palaeopathology, figured some aberrant specimens of “Pygope adnethensis” from Lókút and Eplény.

In the explanatory notes to the 1:200 000 geological map sheet of Veszprém, the knowledge on the Jurassic of the
Bakony Mountains was summarized by NOSZKY (1972) (the manuscript was accepted in 1969). Although NOSZKY men-
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tioned that the Pliensbachian brachiopod fauna is very diverse, he listed only five species: “Rhynchonella piccininii”,
“Terebratula punctata”, “T. adnethensis”, “Glossothyris aspasia” and “Waldheimia ? rotzoana”.

In the meantime, a decisive change in the research of the Jurassic brachiopods (and of the Jurassic of the Bakony in gen-
eral) started at the middle of the 1960’s. In the course of a very ambitious project to enlarge the knowledge on the Jurassic
stratigraphy of the Bakony, stimulated and managed by Dr. J. KONDA, then the director of the Geological Institute of
Hungary, new excavations and fossil collection were carried out. The extremely rich Pliensbachian fauna (mainly
ammonoids, but also brachiopods, bivalves and gastropods) was forwarded to the Palaeontological Department of the
Eötvös University (Budapest) for a detailed study. The ammonoids have been determined and evaluated by Prof. B. GÉCZY

who, at the same time, entrusted me with the study of brachiopods. The results of these brachiopod studies are summarized
in the present monograph.
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