
One of the most important peaks of diversity in the history of the Mesozoic brachiopods is recorded in the Early Jurassic,
including the Pliensbachian. A comprehensive compilation on Jurassic brachiopods by ALMÉRAS (1964) shows that the
number of brachiopod species per ages increases from the Hettangian (80) to the Pliensbachian (490), drops to 120 in the
Toarcian and never reaches again the high species diversity of the Pliensbachian. This secondary flourishing of the phylum
appeared a little earlier in the Mediterranean province of the Tethys (DULAI 2001, VÖRÖS & DULAI 2007), but the stratigraph-
ical importance of the widespread and rich Pliensbachian brachiopod faunas was recognized and manifested by the histori-
cal usage of the “Strati a Terebratula Aspasia” by the classical Italian authors (GEMMELLARO 1874, CANAVARI 1880a). 

Our detailed research, carried out in the last decades, documented that one of the most diverse Pliensbachian brachiopod
faunas is found in the Bakony Mountains (Hungary). The discovery of this exceptionally rich fauna is chiefly due to the very
ambitious projects of J. KONDA, director of the Geological Institute of Hungary in the 1960’s, who initiated a voluminous
and detailed collecting work that lasted for almost two decades and were focussed on the Jurassic of the Bakony Mountains.
Several dozens of artificial trenches were excavated on the vegetation- and soil-covered hillsides, and bed-by-bed collection
of fossils was made by well-trained teams, involving the palaeontologists. The greatly increased stratigraphical knowledge
and the enormous amount of fossils served as a firm basis for the palaeontological studies of the next decades. The majority
of fossils (ammonoids, brachiopods, bivalves and gastropods) was transferred to the Palaeontological Department of the
Eötvös University, Budapest. The extremely rich ammonoid faunas were studied by B. GÉCZY who, in 1968, entrusted me to
work on the then almost unknown, but promising Pliensbachian brachiopods. The fauna, consisting of more than 6000 spec-
imens, proved to be extremely diverse: the approximately one hundred species represent most of the major orders of the phy-
lum Brachiopoda, existing in the Early Jurassic, except the Lingulida, Craniida and Thecideida. After some preliminary tax-
onomical results (VÖRÖS 1970a, 1978, 1983a), the palaeoecological, stratigraphical, and palaeobiogeographical aspects of
the fauna were published (VÖRÖS 1970b, 1973, 1974, 1977, 1980, 1983b, 1986, 1987, 1988, 1993a, 1994, 2001) and some
more general problems of adaptation, extinctions and diversity changes of the phylum Brachiopoda (VÖRÖS 1993b, 1995,
2002, 2005) were also discussed, always with regard to the Bakony fauna. The full palaeontological documentation of the
Pliensbachian brachiopod fauna of the Bakony Mountains has been long overdue. The present volume is dedicated to the
systematic description of the fauna, with an introduction to the stratigraphy.
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