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We talk about civil rights all day long, 
but hardly about the individual, about 
his fate, or character. We deprive the 
nation of these human concepts. 

Imre Makovecz

My last personal meeting with Imre 
was early summer, in Hunyadi restau-
rant. He was about to leave by that 
time, one could sense that. We con-
versed in the mood of shiny sadness. 
Before we left, he said as if to himself: 

“I do not know what will happen to me 
after I am dead, all I know is that I got 
75 years to do what I can, and for that 
I am most grateful.” When we were 
shaking hands, he broke into his well-
known smile radiating tolerance, un-
derstanding and love. His last sen-
tence lives as a question in me. What 
was Imre’s mission? He himself said 
several times that the task of an archi-
tect is to connect Earth and Sky, not 
in general, ideologically, but through 
particular manifestations, houses. 

Imre Makovecz was not only a world-
famous architect, but an active par-
ticipant of the artistic, literary, political 
and public spheres as well, who as 
founder of communities was a role 
model for his contemporaries and 
future generations to come. His artis-
tic endeavour and influence is so 
enormous that it is almost impossible 

to provide a comprehensive image of 
it.

Thus, I would like to highlight only 
one aspect, which I consider defi-
nitely as mission in the sense that we 
all bring along our missions from pre-
existence. Talking to him, I had always 
had that feeling that he came from 
the West, from Irish-Celtic traditions, 
perhaps. The spirit of Asia was foreign 
to him. His fate led him to Eastern-
Central-Europe, to the Carpathian 
Basin where first the Wilson-doctrine 
then the “socialist experiment” cor-
rupted.

A mission dawned on him here. 
He said in an interview made on the 

occasion of the church inauguration 
ceremony at Csíkszereda: “We have a 
task here, in the Carpathian Basin: as 
opposed to the partial, narrowminded 
tribal consciousness our ambitions shall 
be universality, independence in action 
and creating a free world. 

What is this task, then? 

The heart of the Carpathian Basin is 
the crown lands of Saint Stephen, 
which as a vertical force at her forma-
tion balanced between the powers of 
Eastern, Byzantine, and Western, Ro-
man influence. Throughout centuries, 
the country was a shield protecting 
the West from Eastern storms. The 

desolated land was then populated 
by Slavonic and German immigrants. 
For centuries, various peoples gath-
ered here, who giving up their na-
tional character, lived on among the 
Hungarians. Therefore here we cannot 
talk about nationalities in the same 
sense as in the case of the Western or 
Southern peoples. Since the end of 
the 19th century peoples of the Car-
pathian Basin lived together in the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire and it would 
be mistaken to call that a nation state. 
It was the force of a shared, Central-
European culture holding these peo-
ples together: leaving concepts of 
race and nationalism behind and en-
force the human as such. 

Imre Makovecz was born in 1935, in 
the interval of the two world wars in 
which most of Europe was destroyed. 
For young man, growing under the 
supervision of the Socialist Regime it 
was great trial to find the way to a 
European Middle, coinciding with 
Human Middle. He needed clear mind 
and strong will to do that. And his 
thinking was free of all intellectualism 
or ideologies. He could always articu-
late what he experienced. But he 
would have not been able to develop 
that ability – as he himself declared – 
without Rudolf Steiner’s concept of 
anthroposophy. For him anthroposo-
phy was the way of experiencing real-
ity which was not at all easy to com-
prehend. He trained his will in fights 
against power, which power did 
everything to keep him out of sight 
by not giving the opportunity to de-
sign public buildings. Actually, this 
helped him to accomplish a task about 
which he said in Csikszereda. “We have 
a task here, in the Carpathian Basin…”

In Transylvania, in Upper Hungary* 
in the Banat his churches, buildings 
were built in the greatest cooperation, 
by the alliance of people. He under-
stood their sufferings, trials and had 
Károly Kós, István Medgyaszay and 
others at his side – as Imre said – “they 

The Carpathian Basin 
is my homeland.
Whether I like ot or not.
in memoriam Imre Makovecz

István Kálmán

* Upper Hungary is now Slovakia (transl.)
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did not abandon the idea that Hungar
ians have chosen suffering as it is re
lated to redemption”. His concept of 
being a Hungarian always meant 

“nationalities in the Hungarian heart”.  
“In me what happened and might 

have happened sum the present” – he 
writes somewhere. It could have hap-
pened that under the changing Hab-
sburg Empire nations had lived in 
confederacy, free to express and de-
velop their own unique cultures, but 
this was temporally put back by the 

“hinterland” in power. However, this 
realistic idea lives together with the 
real course of events.

For Imre the spirit of the Carpathian 
Basin was reality and as such, meant 
not the past but the future. He could 
turn “might-have-happens” into real-
ity in his deeds, human relations, art.

“I live as the guest of a Great Master 
on the earth. Power wants people to 
give up on this vision, and that every-
one has to account for his own life. One 
comes in high spirits here to cooperate 
with other people; to overcome mu-
tual struggles and to proceed. A nation 
cannot just be swept away for the 
power of God operates in it.”

Now from the heavenly spheres 
Imre Makovecz intellect and spirit 

seeks our soul for finding this truth in 
our souls which he considered his 
earthly mission. Whether the hearts 
of those he worked with on bridging 
two worlds apart are true or false. We, 
who are still closely related to him in 
our fate, must listen to his words, and 
feel that although he crossed the 
threshold of death, he lives on in our 
souls, wants to take part in our lives, 
giving strength for the mutual work 
still has to be done. 

Anthroposophy-oriented culture, to 
which Imre was loyal all through his 
life, provides a means for not loosing 
contact with him. 
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