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LOYALTY
Imre Makovecz entrusted me with the editorship of Országépítő journal two years ago. 
He firmly believed that owing to our world-famous Hungarian architecture, which defi-
nitely meets international standards, and due to the efforts devoted to form an associa-
tional background for architects of organic architecture, and by the backing of professionals 
raised in “Vándoriskola”, the extramural college for young architects, the journal would reach 
out as an inspiring source of architectural thinking beyond our borders.

We paid our last respects to him a year ago.
In the words of Ervin Nagy, national chief architect: we are left only with a prismatic image 

to capture bits of his essence and intellect. Personal accounts recording impressions, experi-
ences by friends and colleagues might evoke and keep his memory alive even for those who 
could only form his portrait from a greater distance.

Trustees of these honest professional-personal relationships can undertake sharing their 
personal ideas with a wider audience – either in a form of an interview or a report – in a dif-
ferent pace. We are honoured by having the written account of their remembrance in the 
present issue of the journal. Our memorial edition published on 27 September 2012 is de-
voted to the brief reflections of friends and colleagues but includes longer pieces not pub-
lished yet, or appeared only as transcripts of private discussions on professional-personal 
matters.

The following texts remain in the frame of common features such as acknowledgement, 
love or respectful distance, suiting to Imre Makovecz’s claim for elegance, hence this jubilee 
is about loyalty to the high standard values he represented. We are grateful for the authors 
considering this ambition evident.

•

Many expectations surrounded the Imre Makovecz memorial edition of Országépítő journal 
published by Kós Károly Association. Readers of previous issues from 2011 know that Imre 
Makovecz had always been our frequent and active author. In 2012 his name hallmarked a 
volume which processed most of his enormous oeuvre including a great amount of never-
seen sketches. The number of events celebrating his works increased.

When his portrait is drawn by close friends and colleagues in the light of his social and ar-
tistic achievements, the image can only be prismatic. Still, further versions of this portrait 
reside precisely in the fragments. And, among them, initiations resting on his intellectual 
legacy can be found in the greatest amount.

September 2012, Budapest

 Attila Kőszeghy
 senior editor
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