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was deprived of the leading role of an 
active, initiative coordinator, constant-
ly bringing to perfection and prospec-
tively expanding its field of expertise 
regarding both means and methods; 
thus, industrial monument conserva-
tion can no longer perform the role it 
assumed in 1997 in order to facilitate 
industrial monument protection.

the initial problem of Hungarian 
industrial monument protection has 
surfaced again: resolute social and 
professional groups who are deter-
mined to preserves these sites fight 
their hopeless battles against the ef-
fects of the political, economical and 
social phenomena in isolation, on a 
local, restricted to their immediate 
environment. things might even come 
to a confrontation between these 
participants, in case the need or a pos-
sibility of change appears in a central 
area. Hungarian monument protec-
tion today treats the issue of industrial 
sites only as an insignificant part of 
general conservation practice con-
cerned with several building types. 
Unfortunately, the idea which germi-
nated in the previous years and which 
acknowledged the special require-
ment of the field could not be put to 
use. this idea, although it could not 
find a solution, it could at least provide 
an example of how taking a united and 
professionally well-established stand 
can facilitate confident self positioning 
in the field. compared to other groups, 
industrial heritage has certain specific 
qualities which make the application 
of the means of traditional heritage 
management almost impossible. Le-
gal protection and authorities often 
accelerate destructive processes. the 
need to keep up with the rapid tech-
nological evolution, to face the dan-
gers of an already altered and interest-
oriented, ‘short term’ economic envi-
ronment has not changed at all in the 
industrial field around since the formu-
lation of these thoughts.9

except for the entries registered on 
the “shortlist” years ago, we still do not 
have sufficient knowledge concerning 
the nature and quantity of our values 
in the field. thus, occasional measures 
of protection or with essential invest-
ment-based renovations are not har-
monized either with examined com-
parative value appraisal or with profes-
sional decision making catering for the 

the interest of the monument �conser-
vation�, nor that of the owner is secure. 
A monument practice that would 
meet a unified and comprehensible 
set of conditions is obviously absent 
now, just like clear requirements; thus, 
it seems that there is nothing to moti-
vate owners, let alone to give them 
guarantees. Recognizing these facts, 
the National office of cultural Heritage 
and mÁv �Hungarian Railways� corpo-
ration renewed an agreement on pre-
serving sites of railway architecture. 

However, we still have to reconsider 
the question of whose task it is. choos-
ing not to conclude my text with big 
words, let me invite the curious on a 
search for the answer. Before we under-
take such a dialogue, let us just reverse 
the usual direction of thought proceed-
ing from problem solving. Let us not 
even try to invent a label to replace 
already existing ones: “industrial prob-
lem”, “global economic crisis”, “social 
problem”, “heritage problem”, using a 
label “X problem” instead – this would 
certainly limit the range of answers. 
Instead, let us just set off from a space 
deprived of problems and labels, just 
as an industrial complex, site or land-
scape that lies in front of our eyes.

It is well-known that, as a result of 
overpopulation, liveable spaces are 
decreasing. We can afford the “luxury 
of vast spaces” less and less. At the 
same time, there is an industrial com-
plex deprived of its proper function, 
possessing the very feature of vastness 
ready to admit a large number of 
people. Let us advance towards our 
topic based on this approach, and let 
us label the building only after deeper 
inspection. If we follow this logic we 
might notice more easily points of 
contact and conversation that enable 
us to see the question of “whose task” 
in a broader cultural, economic and 
social context and to provide a more 
complex answer to the question of 

“what shall we do about it”. Instead of 
looking for someone to take the rap 
let us resume in dialogue about indus-
trial buildings, areas and landscapes.

9  “Recommendation.”In: the situation of In- “Recommendation.”In: the situation of In-
dustrial monument Protection…

The most beautiful woman’s name one 
can only imagine.

What we will do to this cinnamon-
coloured beauty with hair as black as 
night, face burning with tropical fever, 
depends only on us, men. It does not 
only depend on the global civilisation 
preferred by the hedonistic men living 
with cool indifference, and not even on 
the today’s repositories of the ancient 
Asian cultures but on all of us. We share 
one unique Earth and Asia represents a 
precious part of it. Is is neither less nor 
more than our future.

It is thought provoking how architec-
ture underwent the process of develop-
ing from rite into art then turning 
slowly from art into sheer industry. It is 
the expansion of the building industry 
through which the dynamics of econ-
omy can be seen in the evaluatin of the 
current trends. However, none of the 
analyses tends to deal with what is be-
ing built and at what price.

Observing the large building industry 
investments I sometimes see the Earth 
virtually crying about the liquid con-
crete flowing away, the empty space of 
the cut-down trees, the concrete cover-
ing everything and the suffocating air-
conditioned isolation.

Building processes could be carried 
out differently and that living architec-
ture has a sustainable tradition in Asia. 
The question arises as is living architec-
ture only one of the many kinds of op-
tions or has it got any alternatives at all 
in 2010?

If I ask my acquaintances whether 
they have read the classic work of Rob-
ert M. Pirsig ’Zen and the Art of Motor-
cycle Maintenance’ only few of them say 
’no’. If my next question is about the 
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investor’s claims. Protection practice 
lacks confident value judgement and 
a consistent strategy for monument 
conservation. Industrial heritage pro-
tection – not taking the responsibility 
for a coordination which could unite 
value definition, appraisal, monument 
protection and investment claims – is 
almost entirely separated from its own 
subject. It leaves responsibility for 
conservation and maintenance solely 
with the owner. And, in the absence of 
a productive discourse, this is the most 
difficult task to realize. In the present 
legal environment of monument pro-
tection and authorial practice neither 

53



54 55

second book of the author ’Lila’ the an-
swer is usually a shake of the head in 
amazement. Pirsig is not a talkative au-
thor. If he had wanted to add anything 
to the first book then he must have had 
the reason so I was happy and curious 
to start reading it two years ago.

He wrote about the Native Americans. 
About women, more precisely about a 
woman of easy virtue, Lila. Frankly spo-
ken she was a nasty little slut with whom 
the author wanted to spend a night then 
he was wondering about the effects of 
that adventure. So we have arrived from 
the static and relatively easily compre-
hensible world of motorcycles to the 
laying of the philosophical foundations 
of the dynamic quality. I read the book 
through and I decided that it would 
haven been a waste to miss that woman. 
Lila – another beautiful name.

The philosophy of Pirsig composes 
propositions in the matter of creative 
thoughts and the cognizability of the 
world. He considers the traditions, the 
knowledge accumulated throughout 
the thousands of years, the abiding 
values of human cultures lasted in the 
course of time as static qualities while 
dynamic qualities are the dance, the 
graceful movement, the transient and 
soft beauty, the drifting of fluffy clouds.

I believe in biodiversity as the manifes-
tation of the perfection of creation. Ac-
cording to my analogy applied to the 
human race the chance for mankind to 
survive the xxI century lies in the foster-
ing of the multiculturalism. My state-
ment is also true for the xxII century and 
the following thousand and ten thou-
sands of years.

The recognition and experience that 
people in Asia approach reality with 
complete different paradigms from 
those in western civilisations, raise hope 
that cultural diversity in this huge con-
tinent can resist the pressure of the 
global equal-thinking for long. In my 
train of thoughts I am focusing on edu-
cation. More precisely on the period 
when the method of individual study 
internalizes and although the choice of 
career is not decided yet the question 

is within sight. On the period of second-
ary education.

My first thesis is that our future and 
also the future of Asia will be like the 
creativity of the next generation. My 
second thesis is that reality results only 
from fate suffered personally and con-
scientiously. I define reality as the event 
with heavenly meaning having signifi-
cance beyond the everyday illusions. I 
have always been a late-waker.

Singapore
 

Singapore advanced from the third 
world to the first world during the last 
decades. What can be the reason be-
hind the successful fate of the island 
country near the equator? At what ex-
tent has the approach and environment 
of the public education changed during 
that time?

1947-1974 After the Second World War, 
considering it as landmark and the start-
ing point of my studies, during the re-
constructions in 1947 a typical school 
building had 20 classrooms with an 
office and an open roof at the side for a 
canteen.

Until the middle of the seventies a 
massive network of simple one-two-
storey buildings following the same 
pattern were established. That school 
type came down to them as the legacy 
of the British colonial administration.

1973-1993 They developed their own 
set of standard designs and doubled 
the number of schools. They used sev-
eral types of standard designs, there 
were 5 for primary and 4 for secondary 
schools.

1989-2002 They realised the impor-
tance and strength of the uniqueness 
of the environment. They started the 
transformation of the existing buildings 
already in the last years of the use of 
standard designs in order to gain 
unique image. In the nineties it was the 
architectural quality and the adoption 
of the up-to-date results of child psy-
chology which were commonplace in 
design. The parameters of the buildings 
were defined while the architects were 

expected to come up with creative, 
individual solutions.

1998-2010 The organic integration of 
computer technology in education. IT 
Masterplan to each school.

It seems a successful direction work-
ing well at first glance. According to the 
general opinion computer technology 
is the highest achievement of the hu-
man mind. Those who set out into the 
world with that knowledge are not 
lost.

The environment of the school IT 
teach ing, however, makes me wonder 
whether it is already out-of-date in the 
moment of its investment. Reminding 
of the dormitories of barracks worksta-
tions, desktop machines, desks and 
chairs surely designed ergonomically in 
a professional way are lined up next to 
each other. I am contemplating this 
environment and if I look at it long 
enough I can slowly recognise the future 
looming.This kind of education system 
trains well-paid officials bustling like 
ants in one-space offices. The environ-
ment is not challenging rather oppress-
ing concerning individual needs. It is its 
sterile professionalism which declares 
punctuality being more important than 
creativity. This is one face of Asia. 

IT technology itself is not improving 
in that direction. The first aim is the 
development of nomad network prod-
ucts worldwide. People can work in the 
several walks of life regardless of place, 
time or occassion. It will be still more like 
that in the future. It could be even more 
like that in education if we identify learn-
ing with playing and not with working. 
Learning in a creative, playful way is 
much more worthy of human dignity 
than drudgery.

Cambodia the other face of Asia can 
be characterized very well with the 
challenges of poverty. According to my 
experience the engine of innovation is 
need. I started to deal with the idea to 
work in Cambodia in 2007. I did not 
know much about the current situation 
of the country I had just deeply admired 
and loved the ancient temples of Ang-
kor since my youth. I was interested in 

the past in accordance with the present. 
Amazement and obtuseness were my 
major feelings how the khmer genius 
could turn into decay and self-devasta-
tion in the 20th century after those 
fertile centuries. I arrived in Siem Reap 
in January 2008. I taught at Samdech 
Euv High School as a volunteer of Royal 
Angkor Foundation. It was too short to 
understand what was happening in this 
area but the time was enough to feel 
the dynamics of the re-building of the 
country. It was not hard to decide to 
continue this unfinished work later 
until today.

I have a vision about Angkor. When a 
lively city it must have had a complet ely 
different look with it’s thousands of citi-
zens who lived their everyday lives 
among these extraordinary temples. 
Their dwellings must have been built 
from such temporal materials that faded 
away just like them. There must have 
been a public utility system of roads and 
waterworks that served the citizens for 
a long period of time. They were able to 
achieve something that we can only 
have in our dreams: they ran a flourish-
ing ecological settlement. Now the liv-
ing part of the city is long gone, only the 
eternal stone foundations remained. Just 
like after a fire, only here the rainforest 
and time were the devastating powers.

I am interesting to this soft, living face 
of the khmer culture, because I belive 
that in Cambodia such mentality will be 
the future, which based on the results 
of the medieval past.

The school where I was teaching is 
very near Angkor and is a late creation 
of the same culture that created the 
wonderful church-hills thousand year 
ago. Nowadays this territory suffers from 
lack of water in the dry season and is an 
area, subject to all the effects of mass 
tourism, influencing every territory of life. 
The post-civil war condition of the soci-
ety, full of serious social tension and the 
donations from abroad, not always hav-
ing a positive effect even if given with 
positive intention, under the burden of 
improvement programmes there is a 
generation, gaining back it own values 

and utilizing its own inner sources, who 
have an inportant role in forming the 
lifestyle of the following decades, which 
is the chance for a life deserving human-
ity. If this chance is determined by the 
defining paradigms of the way of think-
ing of Europian people than the aspects 
of environment conservation will be 
secondary in the future as well. But if the 
specific economical-moral view of Bud-
dhism is really influencing social events 
as well as the institution, as a place of the 
training, then I won’t have to return to 
Cambodia as a teacher but any architect 
of Europe and North-America, who is 
likely to try new roads, can come here 
to learn rather than teach.

Based on the answers given to the 
questions arising among the partici-
pants of the course in the school, but 
also based on my own experiences, the 
first step of our cooperative thinking 
could be the improvement of the condi-
tions of cleaning and the place of meals. 
I am aware of the fact that improve-
ments can only be realised step by step, 
I still think it is a very im portant that a 
basic idea, forming the starting point of 
any future step should be very clear from 
the first moment. This basic idea is rea-
sonable in case it is connected to the 
traditions of the enviroment culturally 
and at the same time is arising on the 
ground of reality—it can be realized and 
operated in a long distance, that means 
it originates from the past, is born in the 
present and serves the future. It is all 
about our relationship with time, about 
the surely common basement which 
connects me, the  person,  arriving from 
10 thousand kilometres with the khmer 
people.

The present buildings of the school 
are also designed according to Cambo-
dian traditions, such as the shape of the 
roof, the ornaments of the ridge, the 
educational buildings made up of the 
reasonable spaces which all are repre-
sented on a similar way all over the 
country. These buildings are also related 
to the traditional Buddhist forms of ar-
chitecture, that have roots back to sev-
eral hundred years in the past.

I’m very interested in the relationship 
of khmer people with the older archi-
tecture, heritage of the country, even 
more thousand years back. How can it 
be accepted in the present, how can it 
be integrated on the level of everyday 
excperience and first of all: how can it be 
continued? While I deal with similar 
questions in Hungary, too, I have a good 
chance to get closer to the daily prob-
lems of the school with great accuracy, 
going back and forwards in time. 

Materials

In old days only buildings sacred to God, 
such as churches were made of endur-
ing material,such as  of stone, so human 
shelters were born and dead together 
with their users. This theory is reflected 
in the material usage of the present 
buildings of the school, as we can see 
compared to the classrooms and the 
teachers’ offices the buildings of the 
canteen and the toilets have wooden-
structure, for periodical usage. However, 
lately one of the educational buildings, 
which was built for enduring time in-
spite of the strict requirements, collapsed, 
which means that the modern brick and 
concrete structures and tile roofs did not 
satisfy the needs.

Not comparing this theory to the real-
ized result but at the same time accept-
ing and following it, my own concept in 
architecture is based on the idea that 
utilizing the products of the average 
building industry there must be born a 
new architectural quality, equal or even 
higher than that of the long houses of 
the classrooms. The waste wooden 
church of the Jesuits situated on the 
bank of the river of Siem Reap can be a 
good pattern to follow.

Signs and shapes

What organic cultures, like the Hungar-
ian tradition and the khmer culture, so 
wonderfully have in common is their 
unique ability to condense information. 
In the thousand-lingam-riverbeds, in the 
river-heads of waters supplying Angkor, 
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second book of the author ’Lila’ the an-
swer is usually a shake of the head in 
amazement. Pirsig is not a talkative au-
thor. If he had wanted to add anything 
to the first book then he must have had 
the reason so I was happy and curious 
to start reading it two years ago.

He wrote about the Native Americans. 
About women, more precisely about a 
woman of easy virtue, Lila. Frankly spo-
ken she was a nasty little slut with whom 
the author wanted to spend a night then 
he was wondering about the effects of 
that adventure. So we have arrived from 
the static and relatively easily compre-
hensible world of motorcycles to the 
laying of the philosophical foundations 
of the dynamic quality. I read the book 
through and I decided that it would 
haven been a waste to miss that woman. 
Lila – another beautiful name.

The philosophy of Pirsig composes 
propositions in the matter of creative 
thoughts and the cognizability of the 
world. He considers the traditions, the 
knowledge accumulated throughout 
the thousands of years, the abiding 
values of human cultures lasted in the 
course of time as static qualities while 
dynamic qualities are the dance, the 
graceful movement, the transient and 
soft beauty, the drifting of fluffy clouds.

I believe in biodiversity as the manifes-
tation of the perfection of creation. Ac-
cording to my analogy applied to the 
human race the chance for mankind to 
survive the xxI century lies in the foster-
ing of the multiculturalism. My state-
ment is also true for the xxII century and 
the following thousand and ten thou-
sands of years.

The recognition and experience that 
people in Asia approach reality with 
complete different paradigms from 
those in western civilisations, raise hope 
that cultural diversity in this huge con-
tinent can resist the pressure of the 
global equal-thinking for long. In my 
train of thoughts I am focusing on edu-
cation. More precisely on the period 
when the method of individual study 
internalizes and although the choice of 
career is not decided yet the question 

is within sight. On the period of second-
ary education.

My first thesis is that our future and 
also the future of Asia will be like the 
creativity of the next generation. My 
second thesis is that reality results only 
from fate suffered personally and con-
scientiously. I define reality as the event 
with heavenly meaning having signifi-
cance beyond the everyday illusions. I 
have always been a late-waker.

Singapore
 

Singapore advanced from the third 
world to the first world during the last 
decades. What can be the reason be-
hind the successful fate of the island 
country near the equator? At what ex-
tent has the approach and environment 
of the public education changed during 
that time?

1947-1974 After the Second World War, 
considering it as landmark and the start-
ing point of my studies, during the re-
constructions in 1947 a typical school 
building had 20 classrooms with an 
office and an open roof at the side for a 
canteen.

Until the middle of the seventies a 
massive network of simple one-two-
storey buildings following the same 
pattern were established. That school 
type came down to them as the legacy 
of the British colonial administration.

1973-1993 They developed their own 
set of standard designs and doubled 
the number of schools. They used sev-
eral types of standard designs, there 
were 5 for primary and 4 for secondary 
schools.

1989-2002 They realised the impor-
tance and strength of the uniqueness 
of the environment. They started the 
transformation of the existing buildings 
already in the last years of the use of 
standard designs in order to gain 
unique image. In the nineties it was the 
architectural quality and the adoption 
of the up-to-date results of child psy-
chology which were commonplace in 
design. The parameters of the buildings 
were defined while the architects were 

expected to come up with creative, 
individual solutions.

1998-2010 The organic integration of 
computer technology in education. IT 
Masterplan to each school.

It seems a successful direction work-
ing well at first glance. According to the 
general opinion computer technology 
is the highest achievement of the hu-
man mind. Those who set out into the 
world with that knowledge are not 
lost.

The environment of the school IT 
teach ing, however, makes me wonder 
whether it is already out-of-date in the 
moment of its investment. Reminding 
of the dormitories of barracks worksta-
tions, desktop machines, desks and 
chairs surely designed ergonomically in 
a professional way are lined up next to 
each other. I am contemplating this 
environment and if I look at it long 
enough I can slowly recognise the future 
looming.This kind of education system 
trains well-paid officials bustling like 
ants in one-space offices. The environ-
ment is not challenging rather oppress-
ing concerning individual needs. It is its 
sterile professionalism which declares 
punctuality being more important than 
creativity. This is one face of Asia. 

IT technology itself is not improving 
in that direction. The first aim is the 
development of nomad network prod-
ucts worldwide. People can work in the 
several walks of life regardless of place, 
time or occassion. It will be still more like 
that in the future. It could be even more 
like that in education if we identify learn-
ing with playing and not with working. 
Learning in a creative, playful way is 
much more worthy of human dignity 
than drudgery.

Cambodia the other face of Asia can 
be characterized very well with the 
challenges of poverty. According to my 
experience the engine of innovation is 
need. I started to deal with the idea to 
work in Cambodia in 2007. I did not 
know much about the current situation 
of the country I had just deeply admired 
and loved the ancient temples of Ang-
kor since my youth. I was interested in 

the past in accordance with the present. 
Amazement and obtuseness were my 
major feelings how the khmer genius 
could turn into decay and self-devasta-
tion in the 20th century after those 
fertile centuries. I arrived in Siem Reap 
in January 2008. I taught at Samdech 
Euv High School as a volunteer of Royal 
Angkor Foundation. It was too short to 
understand what was happening in this 
area but the time was enough to feel 
the dynamics of the re-building of the 
country. It was not hard to decide to 
continue this unfinished work later 
until today.

I have a vision about Angkor. When a 
lively city it must have had a complet ely 
different look with it’s thousands of citi-
zens who lived their everyday lives 
among these extraordinary temples. 
Their dwellings must have been built 
from such temporal materials that faded 
away just like them. There must have 
been a public utility system of roads and 
waterworks that served the citizens for 
a long period of time. They were able to 
achieve something that we can only 
have in our dreams: they ran a flourish-
ing ecological settlement. Now the liv-
ing part of the city is long gone, only the 
eternal stone foundations remained. Just 
like after a fire, only here the rainforest 
and time were the devastating powers.

I am interesting to this soft, living face 
of the khmer culture, because I belive 
that in Cambodia such mentality will be 
the future, which based on the results 
of the medieval past.

The school where I was teaching is 
very near Angkor and is a late creation 
of the same culture that created the 
wonderful church-hills thousand year 
ago. Nowadays this territory suffers from 
lack of water in the dry season and is an 
area, subject to all the effects of mass 
tourism, influencing every territory of life. 
The post-civil war condition of the soci-
ety, full of serious social tension and the 
donations from abroad, not always hav-
ing a positive effect even if given with 
positive intention, under the burden of 
improvement programmes there is a 
generation, gaining back it own values 

and utilizing its own inner sources, who 
have an inportant role in forming the 
lifestyle of the following decades, which 
is the chance for a life deserving human-
ity. If this chance is determined by the 
defining paradigms of the way of think-
ing of Europian people than the aspects 
of environment conservation will be 
secondary in the future as well. But if the 
specific economical-moral view of Bud-
dhism is really influencing social events 
as well as the institution, as a place of the 
training, then I won’t have to return to 
Cambodia as a teacher but any architect 
of Europe and North-America, who is 
likely to try new roads, can come here 
to learn rather than teach.

Based on the answers given to the 
questions arising among the partici-
pants of the course in the school, but 
also based on my own experiences, the 
first step of our cooperative thinking 
could be the improvement of the condi-
tions of cleaning and the place of meals. 
I am aware of the fact that improve-
ments can only be realised step by step, 
I still think it is a very im portant that a 
basic idea, forming the starting point of 
any future step should be very clear from 
the first moment. This basic idea is rea-
sonable in case it is connected to the 
traditions of the enviroment culturally 
and at the same time is arising on the 
ground of reality—it can be realized and 
operated in a long distance, that means 
it originates from the past, is born in the 
present and serves the future. It is all 
about our relationship with time, about 
the surely common basement which 
connects me, the  person,  arriving from 
10 thousand kilometres with the khmer 
people.

The present buildings of the school 
are also designed according to Cambo-
dian traditions, such as the shape of the 
roof, the ornaments of the ridge, the 
educational buildings made up of the 
reasonable spaces which all are repre-
sented on a similar way all over the 
country. These buildings are also related 
to the traditional Buddhist forms of ar-
chitecture, that have roots back to sev-
eral hundred years in the past.

I’m very interested in the relationship 
of khmer people with the older archi-
tecture, heritage of the country, even 
more thousand years back. How can it 
be accepted in the present, how can it 
be integrated on the level of everyday 
excperience and first of all: how can it be 
continued? While I deal with similar 
questions in Hungary, too, I have a good 
chance to get closer to the daily prob-
lems of the school with great accuracy, 
going back and forwards in time. 

Materials

In old days only buildings sacred to God, 
such as churches were made of endur-
ing material,such as  of stone, so human 
shelters were born and dead together 
with their users. This theory is reflected 
in the material usage of the present 
buildings of the school, as we can see 
compared to the classrooms and the 
teachers’ offices the buildings of the 
canteen and the toilets have wooden-
structure, for periodical usage. However, 
lately one of the educational buildings, 
which was built for enduring time in-
spite of the strict requirements, collapsed, 
which means that the modern brick and 
concrete structures and tile roofs did not 
satisfy the needs.

Not comparing this theory to the real-
ized result but at the same time accept-
ing and following it, my own concept in 
architecture is based on the idea that 
utilizing the products of the average 
building industry there must be born a 
new architectural quality, equal or even 
higher than that of the long houses of 
the classrooms. The waste wooden 
church of the Jesuits situated on the 
bank of the river of Siem Reap can be a 
good pattern to follow.

Signs and shapes

What organic cultures, like the Hungar-
ian tradition and the khmer culture, so 
wonderfully have in common is their 
unique ability to condense information. 
In the thousand-lingam-riverbeds, in the 
river-heads of waters supplying Angkor, 
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the carved symbols in Phnom kulen and 
kbal Spean are actually thousand joni 
with thousand lingam carved in their 
middle. The square form represents the 
Earth, the circle stands for the Sky. On 
one of the sides of the square is the sign 
of the overflowing wealth, furtility. The 
semen carrying heavenly power flows 
into the sign of the Earth, the Earth 
opens up and gives birth to the impreg-
nated seed, seedling.

These are the simple ground plan 
formulas the whole of Angkor was built 
from. We know that. But there is also 
something else we can only see looking 
at the world-water-map and it is also 
present in the concentrated drawings.

The Tibetan Plateau

Tibet is nothing else but a huge natural 
water-basin. It is also called the Third Pole 
because the great part of the world’s 
fresh water supply can be found there. 
With their amount the water resources 
of the Tibetan Plateau come third after 
those of the North and the South Poles. 
The water in the Poles is fresh water 
because it consists mainly of frozen 
rainwater. The glaciers of the Tibetan 
Plateau supplying the sources of the big 
South-Asian rivers are also frozen rain 
waters.

The place 
where the Mekong originates

A city like Angkor can only be created by 
people who are in possession of so 
much knowledge of the world that 
enables them to condense the essence 
of their existence into a small statue. The 
overflowing square shaped vessel is not 
only a general symbol but a purposeful 
and powerful message created right 
there. That message may have been like 
this, now composed only by my humble 
words: our Origin is linked to the river, 
which originates from the inexhaustible 
rich water basin replenished by the Sky.

I am working on a small, simple build-
ing designed for the school where I al-
ready taught for a short time in 2008. 

Schools in Cambodia were erected dur-
ing the first rebuilding wave after the 
civil war and they served only for basic 
needs that time. Making the surround-
ing of the canteen cosier and prettier did 
not belong to that field so now it is being 
realised in a shed. 

I am designing a canteen building 
wich carries condensed information and 
its cornet-shaped roof collects rainwater 
making it accessible for both the stu-
dents and the cooks who use the build-
ing through a three-level precipitating 
system. It is a mandala-plan overflowing 
vessel-system.

Rainwater is collected from the bam-
boo-bar roof first in the  middle basin 
then from there it flows into the big clay 
pitchers placed in the direction of the 
four cardinal points. Rainwater is still 
collected in identical pitchers in the 
khmer villages all over the country. In 
the rainy season storing capacity even 
of the pitchers is limited so I let the water 
running from there flow in narrow chan-
nels into a ditch around the building.

The fragile beauty and tranquil, peace-
ful smile of the khmer Buddhist sculp-
tures originates from the self-confident 
mind of the mental richness. It was 
neither money nor gold but water 
which formed its material basis. This is 
the soft and still tremendously strong, 
always dynamic classical element. It lives 
and sustains life moving slowly but end-
lessly even frozen in the waters of the 
glaciers. It is simply wonderful.

The method

Architecture is not an autotelic individu-
al art but an ancient communal rite. 
Building itself will be a method of learn-
ing. I am not thinking of one sided hier-
archical student- teacher context but a 
two sided flow of information. My aim 
is to find the way of rite and to experi-
ence it with khmer students.

This community approach type of 
attitude is not new in the history of 
khmer-Hungarian educational coop-
eration. Gábor Reischl a teacher from the 
University of Gödöllő developed the 

rain is collected in spacious shallow ba-
sins. Smaller forms which grow out of 
the ground so naturally as our hair or 
nails grow. A school which is built by the 
Hungarian master of contemporary 
Asian architecture, Hungarian wanderers 
and khmer secondary school students 
for the future university students. Future 
will grow from the volition of genera-
tions.

When does the ritual of building start? 
With the decision when we decide 
where we want to settle? Plot or conti-
nent? Can we choose country and cul-
ture if we want to feel at home in the 
world?

To build something is good. To clear a 
piece of ground and make it even while 
we preserve the trees. We see how sun-
shine roams the plot. We examine it in 
rain and wind, at dawn and in moonlight. 
We examine it for a year. In the world 
there are seasons which we have to 
know very well for a ritual building.

For a year while we get to know the 
chosen place we learn how to respect 
those who live in the neighbourhood. If 
everything goes well they will get to 
know us. We could greet each other. By 
the time the building starts we will have 
had to have allies. A building means 
changes we will have some enemies. We 
have to know them, we have to make 
friends with them and have to make an 
agreeable compromise. Friends and al-
lies can mean great help in these cases. 
After a year we will know what we want 
to build. I believe in this one year. Why? 
There is a simple answer: life changes 
and grows cyclically related to the Sun.

The building of the canteen is the first 
step on a long road. School develop-
ment system was built two decades ago 
after the Civil War. It is time to create an 
operable model for the overcrowded 
secondary schools in the cities which 
can be an answer for the challenges of 
the growing urbanization. Today 2600 
students study at Samdech Euv High 
School, in Siem Reap. Students study in 
6 grades in the upper classes. The 
number of students who finish school 
is half of the ones who start the year. The 

population of Siem Reap is multiplied in 
the past twenty years. It is still not a 
metropolis but the number of work-
places related to tourism is growing. 2 
million tourists come annually.

The symbiosis of Angkor and Siem 
Reap is remarkable. In the Middle Ages 
Angkor in its golden age was more city-
like than Siem Reap today. Maybe this is 
why I feel there is a chance to create a 
development model in this area.

In Asia but maybe it is not an exag-
geration to say in the whole world mov-
ing of water is the key answer for re-
gional development. Where there is no 
water you cannot settle in the long run. 
Where moving of water is eccentric 
flood can be threatening so it is also hard 
to settle there. In the area of monsoon 
rain there is a thousand-year-old tradi-
tion to collect and use rain water in the 
dry months. The result of this adjusting-
extremities- into-harmony type of think-
ing is unquestionable and unavoidable. 
If the regional development model does 
not follow this South-Asian tradition but 
wants to base the future on water bases 
which are under the zero altitude it will 
have results only in the short run. After 
running out of the water bases the stabil-
ity of the temples of Angkor can be in 
danger because of the instable holes 
and this touristic dream will end due to 
lack of water.

In this situation lot can depend on the 
first positive examples. Samdech Euv 
High School is at the crossroads of Siem 
Reap Angkor International Airport and 
the number 6 main road. Because of its 
position it is a very important institution. 
Its playground is flooded annually during 
the wet season. The flood can stop teach-
ing for days. This water has to be kept as 
water is purified in the sky and falls back 
as bless. I am speaking about Asia but 
through a slow extension of a secondary 
school in Cambodia. I am dreaming of

structures standing on slim columns 
and a beautiful woman with black hair 

– of Asia.  She is sitting on the ground 
pouring tea into a small porcelain cup. 
The steam of the fresh tea flies in the air 
and evaporates. I can smell its scent. 

method of studying with the students 
at a very young age. The idea of wealth 
and poverty is always relative. But on the 
contrary the idea of quality is universal. 
Gábor Reischl looked for and found the 
most ancient layer of architecture in the 
building of relationship with people.

He planned two major investments in 
Cambodia in the 80s and 90s during the 
period of the Civil War. He designed clear 
buildings for kompong Cham Agricul-
tural College with the purpose to pro-
vide work for locals during the building 
and to provide school for the coming 
generations. He applied traditional 
structures which were familiar to the 
khmer construction workers because of 
their culture. Beside the Hungarian ar-
chitect 5 other Hungarian construction 
workers participated at the building of 
the 22 thousand square meter building 
who helped build the rustic structured 
buildings. Gábor Reischl’s aim was to 
prolong the deadline of the building 
because he considered it as a kind of 
help to give work and wage for the 
participants.

My own ideas are based on the same 
men to men principle. In Cambodia 
there is no architecture education. In 
order to create such a form of education 
we have to start from the basic form so 
we have to raise the attention to our 
educational program. We have to posi-
tion this idea in the real world so we have 
to institutionalize our enterprise. In the 
virtual world we have to plant the roots 
of this future school in order to make it 
live not only locally but globally.

Volunteers of Angkor Foundation 
have been working for years at Samdech 
Euv High School. As I had the chance to 
experience the cooperation with khmer 
students I have decided to do it profes-
sionally. This professionalism does not 
exclude playfulness and there is no 
border for imagination. In order to im-
agine a building I need to see the people 
who will build them.

I can see smiling brown faces in front 
of me and structures made of bamboo 
looking like complicated forests. Central 
building standing on feet, patios where 
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