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The Annual Report of the Geological Institute of Hungary 1996/11 was published 3 years ago, in 1997. The whole vol
ume contained papers about the site selection and evaluation for low- and medium-level radioactive waste disposal, and 
summarises the results of research performed between 1993 and 1997. In addition to the researchers of the Geological 
Institute, non-MÁFI experts also published a number of papers. The richly illustrated bilingual (Hungarian-English) volume 
was very successful, both in Hungary and abroad. It was a special honour for me, to be the editor in chief of that volume.

Since that time, three years have passed. During that period, research has continued and also a lot of new methods have 
been used. This is the reason why the management of the Geological Institute of Hungary accepted the invitation of the 
Hungaryan Atomic Energy Authority (HAEA) and the Public Agency for Radioactive Waste Management (Puram) to 
summarise the results of these three years in another volume. The publication of the first volume was supported by the 
Paks Nuclear Plant Ltd., while this one is sponsored by Puram, which we gratefully acknowledge.

This volume is even richer than the previous one, and contains 23 papers. In addition to the traditional geological, 
stratigraphic, mineralogical and petrological studies, 6 papers discuss the most recent geophysical methods which were 
used during the research. These studies were done by experts from the Eötvös Loránd Geophysical Institute of Hungary 
and Geo-Log Ltd. The individual packer and interference well tests are proof of a high international scientific research 
level, the results of which are summarised by the experts of Golder Associates Hungary Ltd., and Golder Associates UK 
Ltd. In addition to the site selection studies of the Üveghuta site, the volume also contains some papers that are related to 
the area, like the evaluation of the sedimentary cover of the Mórágy granite, the seismicity of the region, and the neotec
tonics of SE Transdanubia. Experts of Calamites Ltd. outline the technical background of the future disposal work. Finally 
by a summary of international case studies has been written by experts of the Public Agency for Radioactive Waste 
Management (Puram).

This volume is a valuable contribution to disposal research, which I warmly recommend to both Hungarian and inter
national experts. I can do this, because I’m a standing member of the Expert Board, which since 1993 has scientifically 
supervised the research, and therefore I have a good overview of the results and their scientific value. International experts, 
who came here to check and evaluate the research, have supported this viewpoint. I hope this volume will help the mutual 
understanding of the Hungarian researchers and will provide detailed and objective information for the foreign experts.


