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43% of Hungary’s electrical energy is produced by the Paks nuclear power plant which forms the cheapest source of 
electrical energy in the country. Radioactive waste that originates during the operation of the power plant has to be prop
erly disposed of in Hungary. Additional waste will be generated during the decommissioning of the power plant in the first 
decades of the 21st century.

In i992 the Hungarian Government started a so-called “National Project” with the aim of performing all the necessary 
investigations for nuclear waste disposal. Two separate organizations were created, the first for an investigation into the 
disposal of low and intermediate level waste, the second for an investigation into the disposal of high level radioactive 
waste. The site screening and site characterization for the low and intermediate level waste was co-ordinated and partly 
performed by the Geological Institute of Hungary. A large number of institutes and private enterprises took part in this 
investigation. The results obtained so far are presented in this Annual Report. It gives an insight into the many-sided and 
complex nature of the investigations. As a member of the Expert Commission supervising the investigations, I had the 
opportunity to follow them closely from the beginning and I am convinced that they represent a high degree of technical 
expertise, that they have been carried out properly and that they follow a correct and logical line of investigation. The par
ticipants in the Project showed a constant effort to improve their methods of investigation and their technical skills. This 
view is shared by international experts who recently visited the Geological Institute and the selected sites.

The aim of this Annual Report is to inform the Hungarian geological community about the investigations and their 
results. Moreover it presents an overview to foreign researchers working in the field of radioactive waste disposal. The 
publication of this Annual Report has a special relevance now as the International Union of Geological Sciences (IUGS) 
stated at the 30th International Geological Congress held in Beijing (China) in August 1996 that investigations for envi
ronmental geology, protection of the geological environment and in particular for nuclear waste disposal will form central 
priorities of the IUGS in the future. The study of the environment and research into its efficient protection has become a 
central theme of mankind. International co-operation and the mutual sharing of information are essential to solve these 
problems. In my opinion, this report represents a useful contribution to these international efforts. It is to be recommend
ed to both Hungarian and foreign readers alike.


