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For some time past a heated discussion has been going 
on in the Serbian and Croatian Presses as to who were 
really responsible for initiating the organization of the 

partisan movement which is communistic in character; and 
as to whether Serbians or Croatians form the bulk of the 
elements from which the partisan bands are recruited?

The Serbian Press and competent Serbian political 
factors throw the responsibility for the organization of the, 
partisan movement —  which in their opinion is expressly 
anti-Serbian in character —  and for the horrible atrocities of 
the partisan bands, on the Croatians. The Croatians, on the 
other hand, attribute to the Serbians the formation and 
military direction of the partisan bands and make the 
Serbians responsible for the carnage and destruction com
mitted for the most part in Croatian territory. It is extremely 
difficult for outsiders to join in this dispute, which is con
stantly increasing in bitterness and virulence and is a natural 
consequence of the fratricidal conflict between the two 
kindred peoples. That is why, from the very outset, we have 
confined ourselves to merely acquainting our readers with 
the conflicting opinions and attitudes of the two opposing 
Parties.

On the present occasion we are giving our readers ex
tremely interesting data originating from a Serbian source 
which to a certain extent serve to throw light on the secret 
history of the Serbian communist movement hitherto so 
carefully hidden away behind the scenes. This by no means 
agreeable work of disclosure has been done by Dragolub 
Jovanovitch, Chief Burgomaster of Belgrade, in a series of 
articles published in the Belgrade dailies “ Novo Vreme”
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(New Times) and “Obnova" (Regeneration). “ The time has 
come" —  says Jovanovitch —  "to let the Serbian people 
know exactly what are the objects of Tito-Broz and of the 
“Government” o! Ivan Ribar?”

A s  a consequence of the disclosures based upon the 
data of the official inquiry a number of arrests were effected, 
not only in Belgrade, but also in Serbian provincial towns. 
In Belgrade a very large number of hidden weapons were 
found; and the authorities discovered an underground 
Communist printing-press engaged in publishing and distri
buting a newspaper. The Serbian Press regards this disclosure 
as an important achievement affording the authorities an 
opportunity of preventing the activity of the Communist 
Party. The Serbian papers stress that the leaders of the 
Communists are almost without exception well-to-do members 
of the educated classes, —  a circumstance due undoubtedly 
to the constantly increasing influence of the Soviet and to 
the fact that prior to the war the Belgrade University was a 
veritable hothouse of communistic agitation.

Communism had —  we are told —  made considerable 
headway in Serbia, in particular among workers in the 
printing industry and the intelligentsia. Among the names 
quoted by the Belgrade papers is that of Kotza Popovitch, 
the well-known Serbian writer, who is one of the voivodes of 
the partisans. Another of the Communist leaders is Matthew 
Vidakovitch, who, after finishing a course in Russia, returned 
to Serbia, where he engaged in destructive activity. For a 
long time he remained in hiding in Belgrade in the apartment 
of Danica Tsvetkovitch, secretary of the Administrative 
Tribunal.

The Belgrade Press devotes a special chapter to the 
disclosures of Chief Burgomaster Jovanovitch respecting the 
organization of the medical profession as members of the 
Communist Party. The work of organizing the doctors on a 
communistic basis was undertaken by Shima Miloshevitch. 
professor in Belgrade University, who later disappeared from 
the Serbian Capital and followed the partisans in their 
wanderings through the trackless jungles of the forests of 
Bosnia. It is rumoured that he was wounded and fell into 
the hands of the Chetniks, who executed him. But the pro
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paganda launched by him among the Serbian doctors proved 
very successful; and large number of Belgrade doctors are 
still living among the partisans in the forests.

The Belgrade papers deal most exhaustively with the 
part played by Vladimir Bibnikar, former proprietor and 
editor of the daily “Politika”, who figures as one of the 
Deputy Prime Ministers of the Tito-Broz Government. 
Ribnikar has long sympathized with the Communists; he was 
on more than one occasion in Soviet Russia: and, when he 
returned from that country in 1940, his printing concern 
published a series of books and periodicals dealing with 
Russian conditions. During his original visit to Moscow he 
was accompanied by Dragisha Vasitz, the well-known Serbian 
writer who founded the Serbian Club (a representative of 
Pan-Serbian ideas) and by the sculptor Sreten Stoyanovitch'. 
It is an interesting fact that, while Ribnikar is fighting in the 
ranks of the partisans, Vasitz and Stoyanovitch have joined 
the Chetnik formations fighting under Mihaylovitch.

In addition to the persons already named, the Belgrade 
papers publish the names of a considerable number of men 
who played important roles in the pre-war life of Belgrade, 
but are now in league with the partisans.

Another piece of news of particular interest contained 
in the series of articles is that in 1941 an agreement was 
concluded at Zlatibor between Tito and Mihaylovitch provi
ding for their formations to be placed under a unitary di
rection. It was on the basis of this agreement that the slogan 
was propagated calling for the carnage and destruction to 
be spread also to the territory of Croatia. Subsequently, in 
the area between the rivers Drina and Piva, there was a 
clash between the Communist partisans and the Chetniks 
who had taken an oath to vindicate the Pan-Serbian idea; 
and since then they have been exterminating, not only the 
Croatians, but also —  one another!! From the series of 
articles referred to above the semi-official daily “ Hrvatski 
Narod" (Croatian People) appearing at Zagreb concludes 
that the headquarters of both insurgent formations were for 
a considerable time in Belgrade. (“Delvideki Magyarsag’ , 
January a 5th., 1944, quoting the “Novo Vreme’’ and the 
“Obnova” ).
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The serious view taken in Serbia of the need for defence 
against the danger of Communism is shown, inter alia, also 
by a speech made at Valjevo by Dimitrije Lyotitch, leader 
of the Serbian Nationalists, who on that occasion called upon 
Mihaylovitch’s followers to support the Neditch Government 
and to fight resolutely against the communistic partisans. 
Epually revealing in this connection is one of the speeches 
made recently by Jonitch, Minister of Education, from which 
we quote the following more important passages: — “The 
intrigues of various international circles plunged the Serbian 
people ino a war against Germany, entirely against the will 
of that people . . .  The collapse of Yugoslavia was however 
exploited by the Communists to stage an insurrection in 
Serbia with the object of extending the movement later on 
to the whole of the Balkan Peninsula. The Serbian people 
nevertheless realized what was planned and —  thanks to 
its virility and to its ardent patriotism — succeeded in over
throwing this insurreciton and in dealing Communism its 
death-blow in the territory of Serbia. And the Serbian people 
is continuing, regardless of the enormous sacrifices hitherto 
made by it, to fight resolutely against Communism. In this 
struggle General Neditch and his Government have achieved 
indubitable successes. . The Serbian people is fully conscious 
that what is at stake today, is not only its cultural assets 
and traditions, but its very existence. In undertaking this 
struggle Serbia has joined the community of those European 
peoples which are fighting to overcome the Red danger. The 
Serbian people is well aware that the victory of the Eastern 
barbarians would mean the destruction of all the peoples of 
Europe, and the annihilation of Christian culture and 
civilization. As a consequence, that people will fight against 
Communism resolutely and ruthlessly. . . That is the Ser
bians' contribution to the victory of Europe in which we all 
have the fullest confidence” . (“Reggeli Ujsdg", February 
11th., 1944, quoting Belgrade papers).
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