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CROATIA
YUGOSLAV MERCHANT FLEET — CROATIAN SHIPPING

After the collapse of Yugoslavia, in terms of the Croatian- 
Italian convention the former Yugoslav navy was taken over by 
the Italians, A part of the merchant fleet was allotted to Croatia, 
— chiefly boats of small tonnage. According to the 1938 Report, 
Yugoslavia possessed altogether 939 merchant ships representing 
a total gross tonnage of 416,625 (register tons.). 262 of these 
ships were motor-vessels with an aggregate capacity of 405,661 
register tons (gross tonnage), the 667 sailing vessels representing 
an aggregate capacity of 12,968 register tons (gross tonnage). 
Between 1929 and 1938 the Yugoslav merchant fleet showed an 
increase in capacity of 100,000 register tons (gross tonnage); while 
the volume of its trade turn-over was 39,737,395 tons a year. The 
quota of this tonnage representing inland trade was 28,524,848 
tons —- i. e. 72% of the total volume of goods carried. 74.3% of 
the total inland goods traffic was negotiated by the Yugoslav 
merchant fleet. The Yugoslav ships were owned by three big 
shipping undertakings, — the “Jadranska Plovid", the “Dubro- 
vacska Plovid” and the ‘‘Jugoslavenski Lloyd” . The two former 
undertakings were engaged in carrying on inland trade, the third 
primarily in trade with foreign countries.

The boats allotted to Croatia out of this merchant fleet 
consisted solely of vessels of less than 300 tons capacity. At 
present the Croatians possess 345 smaller merchant vessels 
representing a total gross capacity of 13,453 register tons, — i. e. 
3.2% of the capacity of the former Yugoslav merchant fleet. This 
capacity is insufficient to cope with the needs of even the coast 
towns. Seeing that the greater part of the Dalmatian sea-coast 
depends for its living on fishing, not being in a position under 
any circumstances to find other means of earning a living, the 
great importance and significance attaching to the possession of 
a merchant fleet is self-evident. And the Croatian Government 
is planning to make up for the shortage without delay. In view 
of the fact that the fuel required by the motor-vessels has to 
be brought from the interior of the country (the bulk of 
that material having to be procured from abroad), while the 
question of the provision of supplementary supplies is in 
consequence of the conditions at present controlling freight traffic 
in Croatia exceptionally difficult and the building of sailing
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vessels is a far less costly matter, the authorities have decided 
for the present to build sailing boats.

HUNGARY
THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF HUNGARIAN COMMERCE
M. Francis Zsindely, Minister for Commerce and Com

munications, has announced the completion of the transition 
period economic plan, which provides considerable opportunities 
of work in the communications branch. The work to be done in 
the road construction branch includes the maintenance of the 
network of roads in an unexceptionable condition, the building 
of modem roads and the subsidizing of the work of building local 
roads connecting with the main highways. This year (1944) 
provision will have to be made for the administration of a net
work of State highways of a total length of 8837 kilometres. A 
task of paramount importance will be the prevention by systematic 
repair of the deterioration of the roads. Due measures 
have already been taken to eliminate the shortage of materials 
and labour in evidence in connection with the work of maintaining 
the highways, as also to ensure the roads being kept open in the 
event of a snowfall.

In 1944 probably new roads of a total lemgth of 82.4 kilo
metres will be constructed. The county authorities have provided 
for the maintenance in good repair of public roads of a total 
length of 38,000 kilometres and for the building of public roads 
of a total length of roughly 800 kilometres. In 1944 probably 
local roads connecting with the public highways of a total length 
of 120 kilometres will be built, connecting 25 villages with the 
network of State highways. The total length of local connecting 
roads will increase to 4635 kilometres and the number of villages 
linked up with the main highroads to 1520.

Speaking of the work of bridge-building, the Minister noted 
that the work of laying the foundations of the bridge over the 
Danube at 6-Buda would probably be completed during the 
current year. Work was also in progress for the construction oi 
the bridge over the Raba at Rabahidveg, on the main road from 
Szekesfehervar to Graz, and of the bridge over the Tarac at Bedo- 
haza, on the main road from Beregszasz to Korosmezo. Two 
bridges were being built on the road connecting Bekescsaba and 
Gyula, besides a new bridge on the main highway from Budapest 
to Kolozsvar, in the vicinity of Nagyvarad, and a ferro-concrete 
bridge on the road connecting Nagyvarad and Nagyszalonta. The 
construction of several other bridges was contemplated.

The development of motor vehicle traffic had been conside
rably hampered by the exceptional conditions prevailing at pre
sent. There was a noteworthy shortage of operating materials and
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rubber. The principal endeavour of the authorities was to ensure 
the satisfaction of the requirements of the army, of public supply 
and of public communications. Hungarian river navigation last 
year was kept employed to full capacity by the riparian countries. 
Sea navigation has been suspended during the war; but the 
Danube Sea Navigation Co. Ltd is continuing its ship-building 
programme. The national free port is one of the outstanding 
factors of Hungarian economic life. The restrictions in force 
have recently reduced the turn-over of the port too; but that is 
only a transitional phenomenon. In view of the tasks awaiting 
Hungarian economic life after the war, special care is being 
devoted to the work of preparing the port and its branch 
establishments to cope with those tasks. One of the most im
portant things to be done in the field of tourist traffic is the co
ordination of the work of the tourist traffic organizations. Tourist 
traffic investments have been effected chiefly in Eastern Hungary 
and Transylvania.

The expenditure of the State Railways — inclusive of pen
sions — amounts to 858,500,000, and receipts to 1,073,300,000 
pengo. The amount of 273,200,000 pengo has been foreseen for 
investments. The number of persons on the staff of the State 
Railways has increased to 57,013. Last summer the performance 
of the passenger trains increased to 9100 train kilometres a day, 
The freight charges of the Railways for the conveyance of articles 
of importance from the economic or the social point of view 
have remained unchanged. For the supply of necessaries to the 
employees of the State Railways the sum of 18 million, and for 
the building of dwellings the sum of 3.5 million pengo is available.

The Postal Administration shows a surplus of revenue am- 
outing to 44.9 million pengo. Between 1939 and 1942 the number 
of employees in the service of the Post Office Administration 
increased by 59% and the turn-over by 150%. Next year the 
staff of the Post Office Administration is to be further increased 
— by the engagement of 1100 additional employees. 61.3% of the 
communes and 88% of the population are provided with postal 
organs. Next year it is proposed to link up at least a further 
100 villages with the post office network. The work of extending 
the network of telephone exchanges is in progress; the work of 
constructing the 6-Buda exchange is nearing completion. In 1943 
43 communes were linked up with the telephone service. In Buda
pest there are 97,000 and in the provinces 90,000 telephone lines, 
the increase in the number of lines being 6000. The work of im
proving the conditions governing radio reception are in progress. 
In the re-incorporated districts of Transylvania three relay- 
stations will be in operation to cope with the needs of the 
population, while the existing stations are to be improved and 
made more perfect.
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RUMANIA
ONLY ONE-FOURTH OF RUMANIA’S PETROLEUM 

INDUSTRY IS RUMANIAN PROPERTY EVEN TODAY
By a Decret-lege (Order in Council) just issued the Rumanian 

Government has amended § 269 of the 1942 Mining Act, which 
deals with the fusion of petroleum undertakings. The relevant 
provision in force hitherto stipulated that the amalgamation of 
any undertaking with any other undertaking could be decided 
upon only by a General Meeting at which such decision was taken 
by shareholders representing at least three-quarters of the total 
share capital. In terms of the amended clause such decision will 
in future be vaild also in the event of it being taken by a number 
of shareholders representing only one-half of the total share 
capital; it being indeed provided thereby that the General 
Meeting convened to meet because the first General Meeting did 
not form a quorum, may take such decision irrespective of the: 
number of persons present and of the quota of the shares 
represented by those present.

The object of this measure is to facilitate the " Rumanianiza- 
tion“ of the undertakings which, though expropriated, are still on 
paper the property of foreign investors, by their absorption in 
undertakings with majorities of Rumanian shareholders. The 
amendment of the Act possesses only a formal importance; for 
the petroleum undertakings which are the property of foreign 
investors were expropriated as far back as 1941, and since then 
the whole petroleum industry of Rumania has been operating 
under the direction and the control of the State. According to 
the figures given by the Economic Study and Research Institute 
attached to the Rumanian National Bank, the production of 
petroleum is at present in the hands of 19 undertakings: —
Name of Undertaking Nationality of Quota of Total.

Owners Output [%)
Industria Romana de

Petrol (1. R. D. P.) German-Rumanian-F rench \o%
Petrolul Romanesc Rumanian 10%
Astra Romana British-Dutch-Rumanian 9%
'‘Concordia” Belgian 9%
Prahova Italian 8%
Romano-Americana Rumanian-American 7%
Steaua Romana British-French-Rumanian 6%
U nirea British 6%
Columbia German 5%
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B U D A P E S T .
M U N I C I  P A L  M I N E R A L  
B A T H S  A N D  S P R I N G S
ST. GELLERT MEDICINAL BATHS AND 
HYDROPATHIC ESTABLISHMENT

Radio-active thermal springs, A T  C. Firstrate hotel 
with 260 bedrooms. Special prices for full treat
ment. Effervescent swimming-pool. Medical treat
ment. Modern equipment.
Address: Szt. Gellert-ter 1., Budapest, XI. 
Telephone: 268-800.

RUDAS MEDICINAL BATHS AND HYDRO
PATHIC ESTABLISHMENT

Thermal pool and radium baths. Modern hydro
pathic establishment. Dietetic catering. Special 
inclusive terms. Indoors swimming-pool.
Address: Dobrentei-ter 9. Budapest.

SZECHENYI MEDICINAL BATHS
Sulphuric thermal water, 76° centigrade, springing 
from a depth of 1238 metres. Psychotherapy 
department with modern equipment.
Address: Varosliget Budapest.

DRINKING CURES
The Hungaria, Attila and Juventus radio
active springs in the Rudas Park. Splendid 
results in cases of kidney, stomach, intestine and 
gall troubles, high blood pressure and premature 
old ag ___!: your doctor!


