
P O L I T I C A L  M O S A I C
HUNGARY'S ATTITUDE IN QUESTION OF CENTRAL 

EUROPEAN FRONTIERS
The “Son Posta”, a paper appearing in Constantinople, 

deals exhaustively with Hungary's attitude in the question of 
the Central European frontiers. The paper stresses that the 
territories re-occupied by Hungary during the course of the 
present all without exception for a thousand years formed 
integral parts of the Hungarian Kingdom. The writer of the 
article in question also points out that Hungary has re-occupied 
only the smaller part of the areas belonging to her thousand- 
year-old State territory which were detached from her after the 
first Great War. The larger half of the territory of Transylvania, 
for instance, still belongs to Rumania. The areas recovered from 
Yugoslavia also represent a part of the territory belonging 
from time immemorial to the Hungarian State which were 
detached on the same occasion. The writer of the article 
establishes the fact that the necessity of a revision or re-adjust- 
ment of the Hungarian frontiers has been admitted in London 
too. In conclusion the “Son Posta" notes that in connection 
with the problem of the frontiers only a relative importance 
attaches to the question of right; for that problem will in any 
case be settled in favour of the stronger, not in favour of the 
Party whose right is incontestable.

JULIUS KORNIS, PRESIDENT OF KISFALUDY LITERARY 
SOCIETY, SPEAKS OF ROLE PLAYED BY SMALL NATIONS 

IN SERVICE OF WORLD-CULTURE
At a meeting of the Kisfaludy Literary Society, Julius Komis, 

the President, formerly Speaker of the Hungarian House of 
Deputies, delivered an interesting address on the connection 
between national spirit and world-culture.

"Every culture” — he said — "is in its essence a national 
culture. World-culture, the basic substance of which is the 
community of life of humanity, is merely a pale abstraction pieced 
together out of the common elements of the several national 
cultures. The only true, real community of life and values — 
which is at the same time a collective historical factor — is 
the nation, which is not something constructed by reason, but 
is based upon a community of tradition, feeling and valuation 
(i. e. upon historical foundations), for which very reason it does
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not originate primarily from rational factors. The spirit of mo
dern culture traces its origin to the free urban republics. From 
the seventeenth century onwards the great French and 
British nations were undoubtedly responsible for most scientific 
discoveries.

“It is only natural that numerically superior nations should 
produce more research students than the small nations; but that 
the intellectual energy of small nations may qualitatively too 
rise above that of the big nations, is proved strikingly for all time 
by the example of the Greece of the ancient world. Though it 
proved able to conquer physically the small Greek nation, the 
great Roman nation nevertheless eventually bowed in homage 
before the intellectual greatness and achievements of the Com- 
quered ("Graecia capta ferum victorem cepit” ). The small nations 
have played and still play a fundamental role in the development 
of culture. Illustrations of this fact are the Old Testament of 
the Hebrews, the Homeric epics and the Attic drama, art, phi
losophy and science of the Greeks and the art of the small States 
of the Italian Renaissance. In respect of political thought, 
patriotism and the spirit of self-sacrifice the small States of 
Sparta, Athens, Florence, Switzerland etc. nowise yield the palm 
to any of the great nations. When a small nation is wedged in 
between mighty States, it employs its neutrality for the purpose 
of counteracting the rivalry of those States and to neutralize their 
endeavours to achieve hegemony. The small nations are the most 
ardent advocates of the idea of international courts of arbitr
ation which has for its object the stabilization of peace.

"Seeing that big nations only have the power to 
intervene in world-politics and to test and enforce their will 
in international relations, it is only natural that the expansive 
aspirations incidental to the possession of power should make 
those nations endeavour to force culture too to serve their one
sided objects. The intoxication of power and greatness completely 
distorts the judgment of values of the big nations and leads to 
a denial of the right to existence and of the value of the small 
nations. Political power and egotism obtrude themselves without 
warrant as criteria of the meaning of culture; and the small 
nations are menaced with absorption by the Moloch of the im
perialistic ambition of great empires.

"This new political deity resembles the Canaanite idol-god 
of old which demanded the sacrifice of human beings; the image 
was hollow within and had the head of a calf, while the other 
members of its body resembled those of a man. But it we permit 
the absorption of the small nations and their cultures in a nation 
possessing a “big space” , the consequent colourlessness and 
insipidity of world-culture will be accompanied by a correspon
ding impoverishment and monotony of the life of humanity in 
general. However, the very consciousness of the danger threat
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ening them will make the small nations all the more determined 
to jealously preserve the characteristic form of their own national 
spirit and culture and to endeavour effectually to develop their 
peculiar values, while as a consequence of the competition they 
have to face there will be an enhancement of the dynamics of 
their inner intellectual life.

"At the same time the colossal culture of the over-organized 
nations will become coarse and insipid and will be deprived 
of fine nuances, degenerating into mere technical means of 
augmenting power. The ideal of those nations will become 
focussed exclusively on power, which will gradually absorb all 
higher and finer culture and will in international intellectual 
intercourse too enforce the exclusivity of the principle of com
mand and obedience.”

CONSTRUCTIVE WORK IN TRANSYLVANIA
At a recent meeting the Hdromszek County Economic 

Commission decided to establish a glass-house for the manu
facture of the green bottles required for the marketing of 
Transylvania’s mineral waters. The manufactory is to be built 
at Sepsibiikszad, the centre of the mineral-water district; and 
the fuel required for its operations will be obtained by the 
gasification of the brown coal produced in the neighbouring 
colliery at Kopec. The glass-house will manufacture 10.000 one- 
litre green bottles a day for the use of the mineral-water plants; 
and it will manufacture for the trade altogether some 4.5 tons 
of green glass. It will manufacture, inter alia, demi-johns and 
— for the use of our chemical industry — balloons of a capacity 
of 25—50 litres. The demi-johns will be enclosed in wicker
work (made of willow or birch bast) by Szekler craftsmen, that 
providing many Szekler families with a living. The share capital 
of the undertaking was fixed at 1.000.000 pengo, to be raised 
by the issue of 2000 shares of the nominal value of 500 pengo 
each. The persons present at the meeting immediately subscribed
350.000 towards the share capital. The work of building the 
manufactory is to be begun during the current year; and the 
glass-house is to begin operations not later than September 1st. 
next. —

Of paramount importance to the economic life of “Szekler- 
land” is the manufacturing establishment of the Szarhegy Flax 
Manufacturing Co-operative Society. The installation of the 
machinery is in process of completion; and the new establish
ment for the manufacture of textiles will shortly begin opera
tions. The establishment will have at its disposal already in 
the current year more than 700 truckloads of raw material; for 
last year 700 Szekler smallholders grew flax for the factory 
on an area of 400 cadastral yokes, the yield being 50 truckloads.
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while this year 1100 yokes are under cultivation with that plant, 
the probable yield being estimated at 150 truckloads. Special 
mention is due to the specific object for which the factory has 
been established, — to supply uniform twist or yarn to the 
cottage industry of Szeklerland, which will then be able to 
market a higher quality of homespuns. The share capital of the 
Szarhegy Flax Manufacturing Co-operative Society — 500.000 
peng6 — is in the near future to be raised by 25%>; and it is 
proposed that in a few years the whole share capital shall be 
taken over by the farmers engaged in the production of the 
raw material.

Under the title “Almas Valley Colliery Co. Ltd.” a new 
colliery undertaking was recently established, with headquarters 
at Kolozsvar. The Company possesses shafts in the Hidalmas 
Hundred, at Almasszentmihaly, Almasszentmaria, Almas dal, 
Magyarzsombor, Milvany and Topaszentkiraly. So far altogether 
14 shafts have been opened. At present the shafts have a 
capacity of 4 truckloads a day; in the autumn it is hoped to 
increase that capacity to 16 truckloads. The share-capital of the 
new undertaking is 250.000 peng6; it has already been subscribed 
and fully paid up. Besides exploring for coal, opening up shafts, 
producing coal and taking part in mining industry generally, 
the new colliery undertaking proposes also to engage in the 
industrial manufacture of coal and is planning to establish an 
extensive plant for the purpose which is to employ a consi
derable number of Hungarian workers.

Quite recently decisions of great importance were taken 
for the purpose of the electrification of the environs of Banffy- 
hunyad. At the conference held to discuss the matter it was 
decided that the environs of Banffyhunyad — viz. the villages 
of Korosfo, Sarvar, Kalotanadas and Jegenye — should be 
connected with the long-distance cable of the town of B&nffy- 
hunyad. This measure is of particular importance to the village 
of K6rosf6, the popular tourist resort and centre of peasant 
art. The electrification will contribute in no small measure to 
facilitate the subsistence of the inhabitants of Korosfo. That 
village is today one of the most important centres of cottage 
industry, its products including, not only embroidery, but also 
fancy wood articles. In the future the machinery of the wood 
industry workshops will be driven by electricity and the good 
folk of Korosf6 will be able to work more profitably — a 
result of which there is the greatest need, seeing that the narrow 
confines of the village only provide the people with a very 
scanty supply of food. The Ministry for Industry has guaranteed 
the undertaking a State subsidy of 100.000 pengo. In addition, 
the Ministry for Home Affairs has ensured a loan of 50.000 
pengfi on very favourable terms, while the villages interested 
in the transaction are to receive a loan not bearing interest
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repayable over a period of ten years. The latter loan is to 
be distributed among the villages concerned as follows: :—
Korosfo, 17.500; Sarvar, 7000; Kalotanadas, 12.500; Jegenye,
13.000 pengo.

It is worth noting that the number of persons living at 
Kalotanadas is 900, of whom only 100 are Magyars, the rest 
being of Rumanian nationality. We see, then, that this village 
with a Rumanian majority of almost 90"In is in the near future 
to receive the benefit of the use of electric lighting on the same 
terms as the purely Magyar village of Korosfo.

After the return of the Transylvanian Capital to the 
mother-country the Hungarian authorities found the public 
utility undertakings of Kolozsvar in a shocking condition. 
Particularly deplorable was the condition of the slaughter-house. 
It was sadly in need of up-to-date equipment, practically all 
the installations having been taken over by the Hungarian 
authorities in an utterly unserviceable condition. Already in the 
summer of 1941 the municipal authorities decided to modernize 
and extend the slaughter-house. Since then the work of re
construction has been uninterruptedly in progress. Though the 
building operations are being delayed by the difficulties attend
ing the procural of raw material, the new slaughter-house will 
nevertheless be ready before long; and it will be one of the 
most up-to-date and most extensive establishments of the kind 
in the country. New slaughtering rooms are being built, as 
well as a new enginehouse. A new cold storage plant is being 
built too provided with up-to-date installations. The new cold 
storage plant may be used for the storage, not only of the 
carcases of slaughtered animals, but also of other perishable 
articles of food. A characteristic fact worth mentioning is that 
the capacity of the new cold storage plant will make possible 
the preservation of roughly 100 truckloads of food. There can 
be no doubt that after the war the Kolozsvar slaughter-house 
will play an important role in Hungary's meat export trade; 
for that reason a narrow-gauge industrial railway is to be built 
crossing the whole site on which the new slaughter-house stands 
for the purpose of accelerating the work of transport. A new 
building is being erected also to serve as the headquarters of 
the administration; it is in this building that the laboratory will 
be situated: and it is there that the annual courses in meat 
examination will be arranged. The total cost of the extension 
and modernization of the slaughter-house will amount to roughly
2.500.000 pengo.

During recent weeks there has been an increase in the 
activity of the Cultural Association of the Magyars of Transyl
vania (EMKE). In almost all the Transylvanian counties vigorous 
work is in progress, the main object being to enlist the co
operation of as large a proportion of the population as pos
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sible. In Szilagy County, as a consequence of the indefatigable 
efforts of the EMKE, 100 new branches of the Association are 
in formation. In Marostorda County it has been decided to 
open 30 new branches in addition to the considerable number 
already in existence. It is in Szeklerland that the work of the 
EMKE is making most rapid progress. In Csik County, during 
the course of the last few months, branch organizations have 
been set up in 50 villages, 200 performances and lectures having 
been arranged by the leaders of the county organization. We 
would note by way of illustration that during the past few 
months the “Fairy Car” of the EMKE has visited more than 
200 villages. The library action of the EMKE is in full swing 
too. So far 150 libraries have been set up in the various villages, 
each library being provided on an average with 300—350 
volumes.

THE UNITY OF THE MAGYARS OF THE BANAT A REALITY
The “Torontdl”, a paper appearing at Nagybecskerek which 

is the only organ of the Magyars of the Banat, recently published 
the New Year manifesto of the leader of the ethnic group of the 
Magyars of the Banat, Francis Jeszenszky, in which the latter 
inter alia makes the following statements:—

"The Hungarian nation too is taking part in the Great War 
now raging, which was provoked by our enemies. The Magyars 
of the Banat too are taking part in the struggle, not with rifle 
or cannon, but with plough-share and hammer. In order to be 
able to perform its important task as thoroughly as possibile, the 
Magyar people of the Banat established the great organization 
known as the Cultural Association of the Magyars of the BanaL 
Today the unity of the Magyars of the Banat is no longer a prob
lem, but a manifest and palpable reality. National unity and natio
nal consciousness means the union of all the Magyars of the Banat 
striving self-consciously to achieve their aims, vindicate their 
rights and defend their race and their language. Possibilities of 
progress and an increase of power are now opening before us 
such as it would have been a mere Utopia even to speak of three 
years ago. It will soon be three years since the Association began 
to organize in its present form; and this short period figures 
already as the most successful and most fertile era in the history 
of the Magyars of the Banat. Today, in view of the eloquent 
testimony of the results achieved, there can be no question as to 
whether the Association has fulfilled the object for which it was 
established.

“The number of our branches is 101. This means that we 
have visited and linked up with our organizaton even the most 
remote of the scattered Magyar settlements and enclaves and 
have made them members of the great Magyar family known as
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the Cultural Association of the Magyars of the Banat. Our 
Association is collecting accurate statistics; and the data thus 
obtained show that the number of its members is already 125,000” .

The leader of the ethnic group noted that recently a public 
welfare fund had been established for the purpose of assisting 
Magyars of small means to found an independent existence. It 
will be 5—6 years before the results achieved by the public 
welfare fund reveal themselves in a palpable manner.

JOHN ESTERHAZY'S SPEECH DURING DEBATE 
ON ESTIMATES IN SLOVAK PARLIAMENT

On December 22nd., 1943, during the debate on the
Estimates in the Slovak Parliament, John Esterhazy, leader of 
the Magyars of Slovakia, made a long speech, from which we 
quote the following more important passages: —

“The object I have in view when speaking on the present 
occasion is to explain the attitude adopted by me on behalf of 
the Magyar minority living in this country in the presence of 
the Deputies. From the very first moment of the establishment 
of the Slovak State the Magyars living here have, by their 
attitude and by their every action, proved unequivocally that 
they have full confidence in and entertain friendly feelings to
wards the Slovak nation and its leaders. I too, in my capacity 
as leader of the Magyars living in this country, have shown 
my readiness to display the same confidence, having on all 
occasions when I had the opportunity to speak on behalf of and 
in the name of the Magyars, made statements betraying a 
positive trend. Today, in speaking on the budgetary Estimates, 
I have to inform the House that the Magyars of Slovakia fully 
realize the grave character of the situation brought into being 
by the war and, seeing that they are fully aware of the gravity 
of that situation and do not know to what extent that gravity 
will be enhanced in the future or when the situation may become 
absolutely disastrous, have authorized me to approve and vote 
the present Estimates."

Esterhazy then continued as follows: — “My innate
objectivity impels me at the same time to establish that — thank 
Heaven! — the endeavours of the economic ministers have so 
far not been fruitless. The economic situation here in Slovakia 
is in many respects certainly far from encouraging; but we all 
know that it is the exceptional situation brought into being by 
the war that renders it impossible for the economic ministers 
to create economic conditions such as they would like and 
would be able to create, if they were living in a time of 
peace. . .  And in this connection I would beg to note that, 
just as we feel confidence in the economic ministers, because 
we see that they are striving under arduous conditions to direct
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the economic affairs of the country — as far as that is feasible 
— to the general satisfaction of the population, we are not in 
a position to express confidence in the political ministers serving 
in the present Government. I know — and I fully realize — 
the stormy character of the time in which we are now living. 
The best proof of this is that for more than a year I have 
refrained from speaking in Parliament, having considered it 
inopportune under the given circumstances to submit our grie
vances and our complaints to the House. I chose in preference 
the course of endeavouring to obtain a settlement of our 
complaints through the medium of the administration, — quietly 
and unobtrusively, altogether avoiding publicity —, desiring 
thereby too to document our political maturity and the attitude 
adopted by us of refraining in days of such fateful significance 
from taking any step calculated to alienate those who differ in 
language from one another. .. Unfortunately I have been 
disappointed. My silence and the fact that I refrained from 
submitting our complaints to Parliament, has apparently been 
mistaken for a sign of weakness; and as a result the chicanery, 
instead of being put an end to, has unfortunately increased in 
virulence daily. In particular the attitude of the USS ("Ustradna 
Slusba Bespecsnosti”, or Central Security Service) operating 
within the sphere of jurisdiction and subject to the control of 
the Minister for Home Affairs proves that the gentlemen func
tioning within that organization who are responsible for the 
taking of certain measures, are quite incapable of appreciating 
the gravity of the present time. The reckless irresponsibility with 
which this organization decides in the matter of the very existence 
of certain persons, is almost inconceivable. I could, if I so desired, 
adduce a veritable legion of anomalies for which the USS. and 
the Department of Home Affairs are responsible. That I refrain 
from doing so, is because I hope that the Minister for Home 
Affairs will understand and appreciate the intention actuating 
me when I refrain from delivering phillipics and from desiring 
to see in the columns of the Press, introduced by sensational 
headlines, exhaustive accounts revealing our legitimate comp
laints, preferring instead by means of what is to all intents and 
purposes a silent protest against this procedure to endeavour 
to prevail upon the Minister for Home Affairs to take the matter 
to heart and see that there is an end to this chicanery and these 
anomalies so deeply offensive to the Magyars. I hope and trust 
that such will be the case; for I should sincerely and profoundly 
regret being compelled as a consequence of the shattering of 
our hopes to lay before the House, without any attempt to beat 
about the bush, the full story of our grievances . . .  I have always 
displayed positive confidence in the Slovak nation, — a fact of 
which I believe the Prime Minister and the Minister for Home 
Affairs have evidence galore. But I cannot express confidence
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in the political attitude of the Prime Minister and the Minister 
for Home Affairs, until they have redressed fully and without 
reserve all the grievances suffered by the Magyars which I have 
so often brought to their notice and which they are fully familiar 
with.”

SERBIAN AND CROATIAN OFFICIAL CIRCLES 
ON THE PARTISANS

We cite below a few statements made by responsible 
statesmen in illustration of the views of competent Serbian and 
Croatian factors respecting the formation of the Broz-Tito 
Government and the destructive activity of the partisan bands 
and of the attitude of absolute repudiation adopted by those 
factors towards the disruptive actions undertaken by Tito and 
his associates.

The most important of such statements made by Serbians 
is undoubtedly the manifesto broadcast on December 23rd. last 
by General Milan Neditch, Serbian Prime Minister and Minister 
for Home Affairs, from which we quote the following more 
interesting passages: —

“Fresh machinations of a vilely base character threaten us. 
During the past two years and a half” — declared Neditch. —  
"we have seen the process repeated times without number"; 
then the Premier spoke in terms of violent denunciation of the 
British and the Bolsheviks, who are in his opinion the greatest 
enemies of the Serbian people. ”Broz-Tito" — he continued — 
“is an international criminal, a Croatian bent on exterminating 
the Serbians. For the moment he is the darling of London and 
Moscow, which are veritably vying with one another in an 
endeavour to outbid one another in their offers to him, courting 
his favour as they previously courted Drazha Mihaylovitch. 
Formerly they showed their preference for Mihaylovitch, the 
leader of the Chetniks, by making him brigadier, then a full 
general, appointing him army commander and War Minister; 
and now Tito-Broz has received the titles and character of 
marshal, commander-in-chief and Prime Minister.

“Great Britain is not satisfied with the blood already shed 
by Serbia; for her object is the complete annihilation of the 
Serbian people (?). In March, 1941, we were cajoled and 
plunged into war. We were promised mountains of gold; but 
we were left to our own resources and were compelled to fight 
unaided against the German army. We lost our liberty and our 
king; while, in June, 1941, the partisans, encouraged and incited 
by Moscow and London, began their bloody work of "libera
tion”. Six months later, in 1942, our enemies invented the slogan 
of a ‘‘Yugoslav army fighting in the fatherland” , appointing 
Colonel Drazha Mihaylovitch commander-in-chief of that army
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and thereby plunging Serbia into the horrors of civil war. They 
promised Mihaylovitch that they would land in the Balkans; 
but so far we have not seen any signs of them. What happened 
as a result was the devastation of the Macva and Zadar 
districts, the burning of Gornji Milanovatz, the horrible carnage 
at Kragujevatz and Kraljevats and destruction everywhere. 
Mihaylovitch, left to his own resources, had to flee to Monte
negro with the remnants of his troops. In 1943 Mihaylovitch 
was still the darling of London, — the result being a thinning 
of the ranks of the Serbians living in Montenegro, Bosnia, Her
zegovina and Dalmatia. Mihaylovitch was then compelled to 
flee from Montenegro to Serbia. What happened next, was that 
London and Moscow, taking advantage of the lack of informa
tion and the credulity of Mihaylovitch, gave their support to 
the movement initiated by Tito, which was directed mainly 
against the Serbians in Croatia. When there was no longer 
anything to expect from Mihaylovitch, London and Moscow 
simply liquidated him and left him in the lurch. The British 
were better pleased with Tito, the rising, than with Mihaylovitch, 
the setting sun. Tito now turned to distributing land and riches, 
appointing a Government and ministers and decreeing a Constitu
tion in which he makes no mention either of the king or of 
the monarchy. Today he is the omnipotent ruler; though for
merly London promised the throne and the monarchy to King 
Peter. And now Tito-Broz proposes to hold a plebiscite to 
decide whether the monarchy may be allowed to survive, or 
whether there shall be a republic, — possibly with Tito as 
President? This ominous policy pursued by Great Britain 
between 1941 and the end of 1943 had cost the lives of a 
million Serbians".

Premier Neditch then proceeded to reply to a speech made 
recently by Cordell Hull, Secretary of State (foreign Minister) 
in the U. S. A. Government, in which that statesman had called 
upon the Serbian people to support Tito-Broz, Mosa Prijada 
and their associates. “Hull, however, lives on the farther side 
of the Atlantic Ocean” — said Premier Neditch — “and has 
no knowledge of our conditions. He should note that the Ser
bian people will never bow in obeisance to the Croatian Broz. 
Bolshevism has nothing in common with the Serbian soul or 
Serbian culture; and the Serbian people has no desire to sink to the 
depths of savagery and carnage. It is determined to be master 
in its own country; in its eyes Serbia is a hallowed treasure: 
and for that reason it will fight — if necessary — to the last 
man against Tito, the Communist adventurer, and his blood
thirsty associates to defend family, home and its ancestral 
faith/'

“The Serbian people is quite unable to understand how 
the Anglo-Saxons could make an alliance with the Bolsheviks.
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Yet that is what has happened; and they (the Anglo-Saxons) 
are now sacrificing States and peoples in compliance with the 
wishes of Moscow. We Serbians, however, are not prepared to 
accept the rule of Tito-Broz and repudiate the Constitution 
elaborated by him after the Soviet model in compliance with 
the instructions of Moscow. That is why I once more call upon 
you, my Serbian brethren, to take up arms against Tito and 
Bolshevism. If you do so, we shall overthrow the Communist 
Satan; for God and justice are on our side” (Serbian Papers 
and "Delvideki Magyarsag”, December 24th., 1943.).

A manifesto of a similar tenor was broadcast to the Ser
bian people by Premier Neditch on the Christmas Eve of the 
Orthodox (Greek Oriental) Church (January 6th.); the only 
point of importance in which this latter broadcast differed 
from the previous one being that the number of Serbians who 
had so far lost their lives as a consequence of the war and 
the ravages of the partisan bands was estimated by the Premier 
at 1,500.000.

In this connection special mention must be made also of 
the speech made at Jagodina early in January by Radoslav 
Veselinovitz, Minister for Agriculture, in which that politician 
most vehemently denounced Tito and his partisans as having 
wrought terrible havoc in the ranks of the Serbian people. In 
illustration of his indictment the Minister cited the case of the 
ten districts re-annexed to Serbia during the mopping-up opera
tions, in which the partisans had murdered 225.000 Serbians. 
"It was our "Allies”, the British” , — said Veselinovitz — 
"that made this horrible massacre possible; and it was the 
British that raised Tito-Broz to the rank of Marshal of Yugo
slavia — that Tito-Broz who has presumed to appoint a 
Government and to convene a so-called Parliament, Tito and 
his hordes have murdered more than a million persons; and 
now London and Moscow have called upon the Serbian people 
to ally itself with Tito, or rather to subject itself to the supreme 
authority of a man of non-Serbian origin — that Tito who has 
assumed the role of the Jack Ketch of the Serbian people. Our 
answer is that the Serbian people will never do so."

Of the statements on the subject made recently by com
petent Croatian politicians we would refer only to those made 
by Mladen Lorkovic, Minister for Home Affairs, citing the 
more interesting passages of the speech made by him on 
January 14th. in the chamber of the Croatian Sabor.

In the opinion of Lorkovic, one of the leaders of the 
Ushtasha movement, three factors were primarily responsible 
for the organization of the bands committing excesses in 
Croatia: — 1. the Serbians, represented by the Chetnik leader, 
Mihaylovitch, in his capacity as delegate of the Cairo Yugoslav 
refugee Government; 2. the Bolshevik partisans acting as the
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representatives and willing henchmen of Soviet-Bolshevism; 3. 
the activity of the Italian army in Croatia, which maintained a 
contact with the insurgents.

The partisans operating in Croatia are mainly Montenegrins 
and Serbians. In 1941 90*/» of the members of the partisan hordes 
in Croatia were Serbians, only 9®/# being Croatians; last year 
the Serbians represented a quota of 75—80*/o and the Croatians 
a quota of 15—20*/# of the total number of partisans. Lorkovic 
most indignantly repudiated the insinuation that the Croatian 
people sympathizes with the partisans and professes commu
nistic principles. In the course of his speech the Minister noted 
also that the manifesto addressed to the partisans by the Head 
of the State, Pavelic, after the liberation of the Dalmatian coast, 
had awaked a powerful echo through-out the whole of Croatia. 
Many thousands of bandits who had been duped into joining 
the movement had already returned to their homes. The Minister 
announced that the most ruthless proceedings would be taken 
against the traitors lurking in the Hinterland who were co
operating with the partisans. They would be exterminated in 
the same way as the blood-suckers of the black market!

Neither Lorkovic nor any other official factor has so far 
made any statement respecting the measure of the devastation 
wrought by the partisans in the territory of the Croatian 
State or respecting the number of persons murdered.

THE “SVENSKA PRESSEN” ON RUMANIA’S SITUATION 
AND PROSPECTS

The “Svenska Pressen” has published a long article on the 
subject of Rumania’s present situation and her future prospects. 
The paper reminds its readers that a year ago the Rumanian army 
and Rumanian public opinion had a most serious blow inflicted on 
it at Stalingrad. Shortly afterwards it was rumoured that the 
Rumanians had been throwing out feelers in Ankara as to the 
prospect of a separate peace; while for some time past certain 
symptoms have been in evidence suggesting that Michael
Antonescu is endeavouring to get his country out of the war. 
With regard to the personality of the Rumanian Deputy- 
Premier the writer of the article observes that he has very 
frequently changed his political views, having at very short 
intervals been a Liberal and then actually a member of the Iron 
Guard. The leading men left over from the days of King Char
les have finally and definitively lost all credit with all
classes of the population. Practically all these men were impli
cated in the scandals originating from the corruption of almost 
incredible dimensions rife in Rumania during the reign of
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Charles. Another phenomenon without a parallel — says the 
writer of the article — is that the bulk of the former politicians 
still left in the arena, even those belonging to the Liberal Wing, 
have bowed before Antonescu.

There are many who believe that Maniu will eventually 
put himself at the head of the Opposition. But this supposition 
is erroneous. The name of Mania no longer exercises the same 
spell on the masses as it did of old, — primarily because it 
was Maniu that let Charles loose for the second time on the 
Rumanian people, though on the other hand he owes the loss 
of his popularity to his having failed to oppose the policy 
pursued by Rumania today. From the very outset, for instance, 
he approved Rumania's entering the war.

The "Svenska Pressen” thinks it more probable that at 
the psychological moment the Iron Guard previously set aside 
will once more appear on the scene, — this time in the guise 
of Communism. This presumption is based upon the fact that 
at the time of the Iron Guard disturbances it was reported from 
several sources that the Iron Guard received its instructions 
from Moscow. The extremist and underground factors may — 
says the article — prove exceptionally dangerous to Rumania. 
And it might be added that Rumanian policy at present entirely 
lacks the sine qua nons of the advantages accruing from "re
insurance”. For during recent decades Rumanian policy has been 
guided so exclusively by conjunctural considerations and as a 
consequence has oscillated to such a measure between the 
various orientations, that today it is not likely to find any 
counsel for its defence outside the frontiers of Rumania. In 
conclusion the "Svenska Pressen” refers to the Rumanian' 
refugees who are endeavouring to further the cause of their 
country in the other camp. Only, the most eminent personality 
among these refugees is that same ex-King Charles for whom, 
owing to the era of corruption already referred to, there is very 
little sympathy in the country.

PRESENT SITUATION IN MONTENEGRO, WHICH HAS 
NOW REGAINED ITS INDEPENDENCE

In the Paris treaties of peace concluded after the first Great; 
War no provision was made for the future destiny of Montenegro, 
where the Serbian army of occupation confronted public opinion? 
with a fait accompli. As a consequence, the cessation of Serbian 
rule following the collapse of the Yugoslav State led to the 
re-suscitation of the independence and sovereignty of the small
42



P O L IT IC A L  M O S A IC

principality. After the entry into the country of the Axis troops, 
a National Committee was immediately formed at Cettinje to 
take over the direction of the country's affairs. The old Monte
negrin Party once more began to organize under the leadership 
of Dr. Sekula Drljevitch; the Serbians had previously of course 
allowed only absolutely "reliable” political elements a voice in 
the direction of affairs, had branded the endeavours of Drljevitch 
and his associates as “separatistic” , and had striven to force them 
to maintain complete silence. In 1941 the re-constituted National 
Committee entered into co-operation with the Italian troops of 
occupation through the medium of Count Mazzolini, the military 
and civil High Commissioner. Then steps were taken to convene 
the Montenegrin National Assembly, which on July 12th., 1941, 
solemnly proclaimed the independence of the country. Simultane
ously, as in Croatia, all the legal measures introduced by the 
Belgrade Government were declared invalid. Furthermore, in 
answer to the request of the National Assembly, the King of 
Italy appointed a Governor to rule Montenegro, the Assembly 
being of the opinion that for the moment they would be quite 
unable to find in their own ranks a person qualified to assume 
that office.

The patriotic Drljevitch Party watched with continually 
growing uneasiness the headway being made by communistic 
organization, which already in the same month (July) broke out 
into bloody insurrection. Thereupon Mazzolini was replaced in * 
the office of Governor by General Birolli; this new appointment 
proved extremely unfavourable to the national aspirations of the 
Montenegrins, for the general preferred co-operation with the 
Serbians. This policy, however, ended in a fiasco and resulted in 
the removal of Birolli; for it served to promote the cause of the 
insurgents. It was only after the collapse of Italy and the cessation 
of Italian influence that the followers of Karto Popovitch who 
had fought against the Serbian army of occupation already in 
1918 received supplies of arms; they then immediately undertook 
the work of maintaining order.

The consolidation of internal conditions in Montenegro is at 
present in process. As against the conception advocated by the 
Italians, -— the conception, namely, that the direction of the 
affairs of the State should be taken over by the intelligentsia —, 
the leading role has today once more been assumed by the 
peasantry, that section of the community having during the course 
of Montenegrin history been at all times the only factor of real 
account. With regard to the future, in a statement recently 
published by him (in Preface to S. M. Stedimilje’s “Auf dem

43



D A N U B IA N  R E V IE W

Balkan' , Zagreb, 1943) Sektila Drljevitch has declared that in 
Montenegro there has developed a religious and intellectual life 
diverging from that of the Orthodox Church and that the political 
organization of the country rests on the fundamental principle 
that the State is a tribal community and consists in a co-operation 
of the tribes (or clans). Neither of the neighbouring countries is 
capable of accommodating itself to this atmosphere; and as a 
consequence Montenegro is unable to join any community of 
Stales.

The Montenegrin question has recently been discussed also 
by the Belgrade papers. Their opinion is that the former Govern
ment committed the mistake of deliberately — and excessively — 
suppressing the importance of the Montenegrin problem; yet, the 
decision respecting the destiny of that country must rest ex
clusively with the people living in that country. Serbian public 
opinion displays considerable interest in future developments and 
hopes that all national factors alike will be able to assert them
selves in the “land of Black Mountains” ; the Serbian people desire® 
the development of good-neighbourly relations with these factors, 
it being of the opinion that the future of Montenegro cannot b e 
decided except in connection with the adjustment of the Serbian 
question.
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