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British foreign policy, in its bearing on the European 
Continent, has for some two centuries past been 
based upon the principle of a balance of power. 

This is nothing more or less than an attitude of practical 
politics resulting from a sound appreciation of circumstances 
which has formulated a principle based upon long historical 
experience, —  the principle, namely, that peace cannot be 
ensured except in the event of all Parties opposed to one 
another being approximately equally strong and of neither 
of those Parties having any chance of success in any attempt 
to obtain the upper hand of the other Party. History shows 
that there has only been peace when the peoples have lived 
in a state of balance of the kind. And we might add that 
only under such circumstances have periods of prosperity 
ever dawned on the peoples and nations.

In Central Europe the fifteenth century was the 
turning-point in respect of the balance of power. The peoples 
of Central Europe were only able to develop freely and 
happily so long as the Hungarian State extending over the 
whole of the Middle Danube Basin represented a political 
power able to hold aloof from that territory the imperialistic 
endeavours threatening Central Europe and the Middle 
Danube Basin respectively from both East and West. On 
the East the Byzantine Empire and on the West the 
German-Roman Emperors were scheming to conquer the 
Danubian area. So long as the Hungarian Kingdom pos
sessed the power to avert these endeavours, the peoples of 
the territories adjoining the country of the Magyars were 
also able to live independent national and State lives. But, 
the moment the Magyars became weakened by exhaustion 
resulting from the unbroken warfare against East and West
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alike (that was at the close of the fifteenth and during the 
course of the sixteenth century), the ether small peoples 
too became menaced with the danger of losing their inde
pendence.

This is seen most clearly in the relations between 
Magyars and Czechs. So long as Hungary — or rather the 
Middle Danube Basin —  was a Great Power, the Czechs 
too were able to pursue a free policy of their own. The two 
peoples proved able without difficulty to neutralize the 
ambitions of the German-Roman Emperors, — whether by 
united efforts or separately. The two States — Hungary 
and Bohemia — by the mere fact of their existence afforded 
one another support. But in 1526 the Hungarian State was 
subjected to the greatest shock in its history; it was over
whelmed by the Ottoman Empire. This fact proved fatal, 
not only to the Magyars, but to the Czechs too. It was only 
after the disaster on the battlefield of Mohacs (1526) that the 
full measure of the dependence of Bohemia's existence 
upon the independence and virility of the Hungarian State 
became fully manifest. The Czechs realized this fact so fully 
that they endeavoured to conclude an alliance and make a 
treaty of reciprocal assistance with the Principality of 
Transylvania, the only part of the Hungarian State system 
to maintain its ancient character. For a whole century fol
lowing the disaster at Mohacs (1526) —  until 1620 —  the 
independent Principality of Transylvania acted as the most 
serious bulwark of the political independence of Bohemia. 
Even in the small independent State confined within this 
narrow territory the Magyars proved capable of affording 
the Czechs assistance sufficiently powerful to anable the 
latter to defend their political independence. And in 1620 
the issue of the Czechs' struggle for independence was 
decided by the failure of Gabriel Bethlen to reach the field 
of battle in time to relieve them.

After the disastrous rout on the field of the White 
Kill (Bila Hora: 1620), the Czechs for three whole centuries 
never even dreamed of attempting to recover their inde
pendence. The Magyars continued their struggle for liberty 
unaided against the imperialistic endeavours of the German- 
Roman and Austrian Empires. In this way three whole
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centuries of Czech history remained unwritten; we need not 
be surprised, therefore, that the Czechs forgot all about the 
Central European living-space and all the postulates of 
Central European symbiosis. That is shown clearly and 
unmistakably in innumerable respects by the new Czech 
policy of Dr. Benes. That statesman knew nothing what
soever of the postulates and the possibilities of the balance 
of power of the Central European area. He was sublimely 
unconscious of the fact that the Czechs were only in a 
position to achieve complete political independence and 
establish an independent State of their own, if they could 
rely for support upon the Middle Danube Basin, and if they 
were in a position to secure themselves against attacks from 
that quarter. The mistake made by Benes in his capacity 
as spiritual father of the first Czecho-Slovakia, did not 
consist primarily in his having built his State on an ethnic 
fiction, but on his having disrupted the unity and upset the 
tranquillity of the Middle Danube Basin, the most im
mediate and the most natural complement of the Bohemian 
Basin. In the Bohemian Basin itself the Czechs had a 
German minority representing a quota of 50% of the 
population. This circumstance proved an eternal bone of 
contention in the relations between the Czechs and Germany. 
And at the same time there was a state of continual unrest 
in the relations between the Czechs and their racial kinsmen 
in the North, —  the Poles. By the annexation of Teschen 
the Czechs had incorporated areas either exclusively Polish 
or at least containing Polish majorities; thereby precluding 
all possibility of agreement with the Poles for two decades 
or an even longer period. At the same time they (the 
Czechs, disrupted the Middle Danube Basin too. In general 
the action taken by the Czechs created the impression that 
they had been impelled by some unfortunate suggestion to 
take steps precluding all possibility of their coming to an 
agreement with any of their neighbours. They were sur
rounded on all sides by enemies; for they betrayed impe
rialistic aspirations in respect of all their neighbours alike.

From what has been said it may be seen that the 
Czechs will never be in a position to ensure an independent 
State existence —  or rather the permanent character of
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that existence —  unless they refrain from attempting to 
disturb the tranquillity of the State existence of those of their 
immediate neighbours, upon whose support they could rely 
in any given case. To achieve that end, they will have to 
rest satisfied with their historical territories, — with a 
resuscitation of the historical Czech State. This is the maxi
mum demand which the Czechs are entitled to formulate. 
And at the same time they must refrain from any attempt 
to disturb the historical continuity of the life of their 
neighbours. If they prove unable to realize the inexorability 
of the Central European postulates, they will be incapable 
of continuing to play their own historical role. They may, 
if they please, create a new State; but —  like the first 
Czecho-Slovakia —  that State can only be built up on 
guarantees from outside. And the existence of the new 
State thus created will only last until the guarantees from 
outside upon which it rests collapse and cease to be ef
fective.

The inner economic, geopolitical and ethnographical 
structure of their State should warn the Czechs also to duly 
appreciate the value of the stability of the Middle Danube 
Basin. In this connection the following facts should be 
borne in mind. The Bohemian Basin is geopolitically a 
unitary territory, — affording an excellent opportunity for 
the establishment of a State. It is a disadvantage, however, 
that the Czechs are unable to fill the whole territory of the 
Basin, the peripheries being everywhere inhabited by Sude
ten Germans. The geographical advantages of the Bohemian 
Basin are therefore neutralized in the ethnic field at the 
expense of the Czechs. And at the same time, when 
establishing the first Czecho-Slovak Republic, the Czechs 
annexed territories not connected either ethnically or geo
politically with the Bohemian Basin or having anything in 
common with that Basin. The territory inhabited by the 
Slovaks is completely independent of the Bohemian Basin 
and geopolitically forms an integral part of the much larger 
Middle Danube Basin. Furthermore, the Slovaks never 
agreed to allow their own ethnic individuality to be sub
ordinated to the Czechs. As a consequence of the action 
taken by them, the Czechs therefore deliberately aggravated
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the difficulties which they had proved unable to solve in 
ethnic respects in their own natural settlement area, the 
Bohemian Basin. By annexing territories geopolitically 
unconnected with their own Basin, the Czechs also aggra
vated the economic difficulties confronting their own State 
too. They proved incapable of developing the economic life 
of the territories wrested from the Middle Danube Basin; 
indeed, they actually left no stone unturned to suppress the 
industrial activity of those territories and reduce them to 
the status of colonies. Czecho-Slovakia had to contend 
continuously with internal dissensions, —  though in the 
relative stability prevailing in Europe in the period between 
the two Great Wars they succeeded somehow in 
camouflaging those dissensions. But, the moment the Great 
Power system to which Czecho-Slovakia owed its raison  
d ’e tre  and its stability weakened and lost its force, the State 
of the Czechs began to crack and crumble, until finally it 
collapsed and fell to pieces. It did not possess any 
intrinsic stability of its own and was in consequence of no 
value from the point of view of Central European stability. 
Should the Czechs once more desire to create a patchwork 
State out of geopolitically and ethnically heterogeneous 
territories, they will again have to base its existence solely 
and exclusively on the support of outside forces, seeing that 
they themselves —  owing to the lack of inner stability —  
will not be in a position to guarantee Central European 
security.

?0


