
ARTICLE BY EUGENE GHYCZY, HUNGARIAN 
FOREIGN MINISTER, IN SEPTEMBER 

ISSUE OF “HUNGARIAN LIFE" PARTY ORGAN

In his article the Foreign Minister — inter alia — makes 
the following statements.

“ On St. Stephen's Day we celebrated our greatest 
national festival during one of the most trying periods of 
our history. The war that has been raging for four years 
has reached a decisive phase. During the coming months 
the fate of Europe —  and of Hungary too — will be 
decided. As true Christians, we pray in pious devotion to 
Our Saint and as Hungarians ask our first King for guidance 
— that King whose creation is still a living reality and 
whose example is still a living obligation.

“The festival of St. Stephen is not merely a day of 
commemoration, but a day of faith and confidence too, — 
of faith and confidence in God's Providence, in the power 
and the mission of the Magyars and in that spirit of sacri
fice which through the vicissitudes of ten centuries ensured 
the Magyars an independent, sovereign State life and their 
national and ethnic survival. Today it would appear
peculiarly opportune to cite the words of Count Julius
Andrassy, the great foreign politician and historian, who
declared that the greatest achievement of Magyardom is
that it has survived. In days of peaceful development this 
statement may perhaps have sounded pessimistically; in 
days of trial, however, we may derive from it confidence 
and resolution, for it contains in quintessence the result of 
the struggles and crises of ten centuries.

"The means of survival is self-defence, -— the defence 
of the nation’s moral and physical attributes, of its interests, 
of its traditional order based upon liberty and of its terri
tory. That is therefore our first and chief duty today, as 
also the highest aim of our foreign policy. In the world 
elemental forces are in conflict; and the stake and the risk
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of the great peoples differs from that of the small nations. 
The small nations — Hungary too —  are fighting for their 
own existence, for their political independence and for their 
social welfare, — in a word, for themselves and for all that 
by divine and human law is their due. Our swords are today 
too serving the cause of the Cross and of law.

“The course followed by Hungarian policy is not that 
of conquest, but of self-defence. Hungary was not pursuing 
a policy of conquest when she enforced her claim to what 
she regarded as her own property; nor was she inspired by 
any intention or hope of acquiring territories belonging to 
others when events compelled her to abandon the state of 
non-belligerency and take up arms for self-defence. Now 
too she is only defending herself, when collecting all her 
forces within her frontiers, waiting in armed preparedness 
to see what new tasks will be imposed upon her by the 
situation.

“ The war has so far left Hungary untouched; a rapid 
development of events or an enexpected turn in the situa
tion, however, may bring the war nearer to our frontiers; 
and then every single Hungarian will be called upon to 
make the utmost efforts for the defence of our State inde
pendence, our national inheritance, and our territory, — 
to make the greatest efforts, but at the same time to show 
the greatest discipline, seeing that the laws of self-main
tenance, national honour and the logic of life admit no 
exceptions.

"St. Stephen, however, has another lesson for us too. 
After the age of adventures in foreign countries which cost 
us so much blood was over, St. Stephen determined the 
definitive principles guiding the activity of Magyardom 
within the Carpathian Basin. In his Instructions (Last Will 
and Testament) addressed to his son St. Imre he laid down 
fundamental principles still in force today relative to the 
peaceful symbiosis of the peoples of so many different 
tongues in the sign of the Cross and in conformity with the 
order of law and equity.

"Providence has made the Carpathian Basin the home 
of various nations, imposing upon them many common 
interests and many common duties. The principal common 
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interest is our common destiny and the fact —  which may 
not so far have been fully realized —  that neither of the 
nations or States can prosper if the others are visited with 
misfortune. And the principal duty is unconditional respect 
for the dictates of humanity and for one another’s rights, 
—  the practical enforcement of the “ suum cuique” principle. 
W e are neighbours; the obligation incidental thereto must 
be undertaken by us as a historical heritage, for —  even if 
we would — we could not change the situation. The external 
forms of this symbiosis may change; but the symbiosis and 
the fact of our interdependence will remain unaltered. And 
of that fact we must take the consequences. Historical 
periods are always pregnant with risks. It would be folly 
to believe that Hungary will be able to pass without risk 
or trials through the crises of the war to a just peace; 
but it would be an act of irresponsibility to go in search of 
risks and sacrifices. Francis Deak said that for our father- 
land we must stake everything except that fatherland itself. 
The duty incumbent upon the present generation of Hun
garians is therefore the same as that which devolved upon 
all previous generations, —  the duty of maintaning and 
safeguarding by hard labour, common efforts and, if 
necessary, common sacrifice too, the work of St. Stephen, 
the thousand-year-old Christian Hungarian State, that it 
may continue to live in the sign of the Cross and in the 
order of law and equity, and to fulfil its duties to itself and 
to the great family of the Christian peoples of Europe.”
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