
P O L I T I C A L  M O S A I C

MINISTER FRANCIS ZSINDELY ON FUTURE 
OF HUNGARIAN COMMERCE

On the occasion of the twenty-five years' jubilee of the 
Central Press Syndicate a representative of the Syndicate inter
viewed Francis Zsindely, Minister for Commerce and Com
munications, who made the following statements: —

"Hungarian commerce has a great future before it. The 
agrarian and industrial production of the territorially aggrandized 
country will after the war confront Hungarian commerce with 
new problems; and in solving those problems our commerce 
must act in a manner in keeping with the great values and 
traditions of a cultured country with a thousand-years' past 
behind it. W e shall expect the Hungarian commerce of the, 
future to be able to compete in respect of honesty, shrewdness 
and elasticity with the best merchants in the world; 'for a good 
merchant, apart from performing economic functions, is also 
engaged in a cultural mission.

“After the war it is through Hungary that the transit trade 
in goods and produce will be carried on between East and West 
Our waterways offer that trade unique possibilities; for that 
very reason we must do everything to enhance the capacity and 
increase the tonnage of our shipping services. But particular 
importance attaches to the exploitation of the capacity of our 
seagoing Danube ships and to the increase of their tonnage. In 
the period immediately following the war seagoing ships will 
have work to perform of the greatest importance for the market
ing of our agrarian produce.

"The constructive work (institutions) which the Depart
ment of Agriculture has already begun or proposes to undertake, 
makes it even more incumbent upon us to develop our shipping 
and to render it suitable in every respect to provide for the 
carrying on of both our export and our import trade. The ex
portation of our values to foreign countries and the procural 
of the raw materials required by us, is inconceivable without 
efficient, up-to-date means of transport; we must therefore 
spare no effort to increase our railway rolling stock, to build 
new engines and to construct a network of roads of adequate 
carrying capacity, taking particular care to provide that in the 
future not even the smallest agrarian unit shall be left without 
a road. Commerce is a branch of occupation which cannot 
possibly subsist unless it is conversant with happenings in the
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outside world. Commerce must be well informed respecting the 
fluctuations of the market, changes in production and the 
changes ensuing in the trend of production, if it would calculate 
the chances of the future and keep pace with the fluctuations 
of market prices.”

DEBRECEN UNIVERSITY SUMMER COURSES: 
INAUGURATION AND LECTURES

In August the students attending the summer courses —  
Hungarians and foreigners —  for the sixteenth time assembled 
in the Great Forest at Debrecen to take their part with devoted 
faith in the work of furthering human culture. The ancient 
Calvinistic city has always been a home of culture. It was here 
that Gabriel Eros, the "gowned” student, in 1794 constructed the 
first globe with inscriptions in Hungarian; it was in this town that 
the "diabolical" Professor Hatvani —  whose figure imagination 
has elevated to the dignity of a Hungarian Faust —  dabbled in 
science; and this city was the scene of the researches of the 
learned Isaiah Budai and the eminent botanist Samuel Dioszegi.

In the year of their establishment the Debrecen University 
summer Courses were attended by only 25 students. During the 
first sixteen years the number of students registered was: —  
3584 Hungarians, 692 Hungarians from abroad, 1842 students of 
foreign nationality, —  the latter including 2 Albanians, 15 Bri
tishers, 38 Belgians, 53 Bulgarians, 4 Czecho-Slovaks, 39 Danes, 
182 Esthonians, 54 Finns, 45 Frenchmen, 1 Hindu, 103 Dutchmen, 
2 Croatians, 10 Japanese, 3 Javanese, 369 Poles, 15 Letts, 382 
Germans, 4 Norwegians, 561 Italians, 4 Russians, 29 Austrians, 
19 Swiss, 1 Persian, 63 Turks, 3 Canadians, 6 Chinese, 26 Swedes, 
13 Spaniards and 19 Americans (from the U SA).

Many surprises were in store this year for students attending 
the summer courses in Debrecen, Take, for instance, the case of 
the Frenchwoman arriving from Paris via Vichy who had never 
been to Debrecen. She declared that she had come to attend the 
summer courses. She had been in Budapest, but had never seen 
Debrecen, She had not sent any letter or other advice announcing 
her arrival. Then again, there are three journalists from Madrid 
staying at present in Debrecen. One student has arrived from 
Japan too. And the students applying for admission to this year's 
sumer courses include 50 italians, 70 Germans, 25 Bulgarians, 35 
Magyars from Slovakia, 3 Spaniards, 1 Japanese, 4 Slovaks, 3 
Portuguese, 40 Swiss, 4 Frenchmen, 1 Arab, 40 Magyars from 
South Hungary, 1 Argentinian and —  finally —  423 Hungarians.

The summer courses were opened on August 1st. by Stephen 
Antal, National Defence Propaganda Minister, who in his in
augural address explained that Europe would only respect Hun
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gary so long as she dared to be Magyar, exclusively Magyar and 
nothing but Magyar.

Secretary-of-State Pataky on Nationality Question.
Tibor Pataky, Secretary-of-State in the Prime Ministry, was 

the next speaker. He thanked the authorities responsible for 
arranging the summer courses for having again included in their 
syllabus the nationality question, dealing with the nationality 
policy of the great Hungarian statesmen of the past century, from 
Sz6chenyi to Stephen Tisza and our own days. As the example 
of these two statesmen shows, it is quite possible — indeed it 
is our duty — to reconcile our ardent love of our own race with 
understanding for the nationalities of other race living among us. 
Unswerving loyalty to our own race — uncompromising, unbend
ing Magyarhood —  is no obstacle to a policy of understanding 
towards our nationalities. But to that end it is indispensably 
necessary that the sons of our Hungarian homeland of other race 
should appreciate the significance of and comply with the legal 
and moral postulate of loyalty to their Hungarian homeland and 
of devotion to the Hungarian State-idea. In the peculiar con
ditions prevailing in this country the basis of our nationality 
policy must be, — a strong Magyardom and a strong, independent 
Hungarian State. By following this path it will be easy to 
eliminate every cause of friction. In his speech at Ungvar the 
Prime Minister said that among the many faults of the Magyar 
race was one very weak point which was however at the same 
time the finest quality of the race, — its affection for its fellow- 
men —, pointing out also that we had always shown an affection 
for those peoples which we had either found here when we came 
to Hungary or had subsequently allowed to enter the country. 
This weakness of ours is also our strength, for true affection can 
only be shown by the strong. Strength gives rise to self-confidence 
and shrewdness in leadership — alike in the life of the individual 
and in the life of peoples. Had we for a thousand years oppressed 
our non-Magyar compatriots — those whom we found here when 
we came and those who later on entered our country —, as our 
enemies assert, our nationalities would long have disappeared. A 
strong Magyar State in which the Magyars are living in peaceful 
harmony with the nationalities, offering the latter a full satis
faction of their wants and requirements, is the surest safeguard 
of peace in this part of Europe. In the soul of Magyardom there 
still lives an understanding readiness to acknowledge and to 
ensure in practice the rights of the non-Magyar nationalities. To 
our nationalities, on the other hand, the Magyar State-idea has 
always been — and still is — a living reality. As against 
the assertions of hostile propaganda, it is undoubtedly true that 
in this territory a lasting symbiosis, peace and harmony between
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the peoples living here only the Magyar State and only Magyar- 
dom has proved able to bring into being and maintain.

The Minister of France, Jules Brevie, speaks of the 
Intellectual Connections between France and Hun
gary

An address was given also by Jules Brevie, French Minister 
in Hungary, who told his audience how pleased he was that the 
first speech made by him in Hungary should be addressed to 
an intellectual gathering. For centuries past the French language 
and French culture had been independent of the fluctuations of 
international politics; and if he — as a foreigner who had only 
been for a short time in Hungary — were entitled to make any 
statement, he would venture to say that to him the intellectual 
life of Hungary appeared to be the same. In working to bring 
about an intellectual rapprochement between France and Hungary, 
we are merely continuing historical traditions. St. Stephen looked 
to the West; and it was a Pope of French origin, Sylvester II., 
that sent a crown to the first Christian King of Hungary. In the 
life of both peoples there had been moments when they had been 
well-nigh in despair; but both peoples had always risen again 
by the help of their spiritual power. Proceeding to deal with 
historical connections, the French Minister pointed out that in 
the last few years people in France had shown a particular 
interest in the spiritual life of Hungary. "What we are in quest 
of in the Magyars is that which is peculiarly and specifically 
national and that which we share in common with the Magyars", 
said the Minister in conclusion.

Statement Made by Ernest Flachbarth.
Professor Ernest Flachbarth, LL. D., has given us the fol

lowing information respecting the syllabus of lectures: —
“The Minority Institute of the Stephen Tisza University of 

Sciences working under my management is this year arranging
— within the framework of the Debrecen University summer 
courses — its second series of lectures on the nationality question. 
Our last year's series of lectures dealt with the anthropological, 
psychological, ethical, public law and international law, social 
and economic aspects of the Hungarian nationality questions, 
giving also an extensive survey of the history of the various non- 
Magyar nationalities previously unexampled in Hungary. Our 
present series of lectures is grouped round two leading theses. 
Those dealing with the nationality policy of our great statesmen
— Szechenyi, Kossuth, Wesselenyi, Eotvos, Dedk and Stephen 
Tisza — are intended to teach our students that the greatest 
leaders of Magyardom in the last hundred years regarded the 
nationality question as one of the country's most important
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problems, and that the advice and guidance offered by them for 
the solution and the treatment of this question are still worth 
considering. And the moral to be deduced by our nationalities 
from the survey of the nationality policy pursued by the greatest 
Hungarians is that, if in the past we failed to bring about absolute 
nationality peace, that was due primarily to the circumstance that 
the leaders of the nationality movements in Hungary were unable 
to rise to the ideal height attained by the leaders of the Magyar 
nation and that what they desired, was not peace, but a conflict.

“The other leading theme to be discussed is “hungarism" 
—  i. e. the conception of patriotism and humanitarianism as 
among the nationalities. W e shall show that the nationalities have 
produced more than one eminent man fully able to reconcile 
loyalty to his race, his language and his nationality with loyalty 
to his Hungarian fatherland, —  such as, for instance, Thokoly, 
Szava, Lemenyi, Gragos, Czambel and others; and that indeed 
there have been members of non-Magyar nationalities who have 
given their lives for their Hungarian fatherland.”

Paul Balia, Deputy Secretary-of-State in the Prime 
Ministry, Discusses Development of Political Relations 
between Hungary and Serbia.

In a lecture given under the aegis of the Debrecen 
University Summer Courses Paul Balia, Deputy Secretary-of- 
State in the Hungarian Prime Ministry, inter alia made the 
following statements: —

In the days of the Arpad Kings of Hungary and of the 
Nemanj a Dynasty the development of Hungarian-Serbian rela
tions was a very favourable one; that era was a period of 
harmonious co-operation between the two peoples to be attri
buted to the fact that in those days the two peoples based their 
reciprocal connections solely and exclusively on the community 
of interests which both Parties appreciated the reality of, the 
development of those connections not being subject to any 
outside influence or disturbed by any nationality ideology.

After the Turks had begun their conquest of the Balkans, 
as a consequence of the immigration into Hungary of the 
Serbians fleeing for refuge from the Turks, the ethnic composi
tion of the districts of South Hungary, which in the Middle 
Ages had been a purely Magyar region, at the end of the 
seventeenth century changed materially —  though the change 
was due partly also to the decimation of the Magyars resulting 
from the Turkish wars.

On the basis of the privileges —  of a purely transitional 
character —  accorded them by Leopold I., the Serbians who 
had settled in Hungary during the whole period down to the 
years following 1867 continually formulated separate territorial
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and legal claims (being instigated thereto also from without) 
which were irreconcilable with the conception of Hungarian 
State unity and which, apart from preventing the internal 
relations between the two peoples being consolidated, interna
tionally too threw serious obstacles in the way of the resump
tion of a policy of friendly understanding between Hungary 
and the Serbia which as from the beginning of last century 
recovered her independence.

After 1867 there ensued a relief of the tension in the 
relations between Hungary and Serbia due partly to the fact 
that the 1868 Nationality Law and the extensive Serbian Church 
and educational autonomy, as also the absolute equality of 
rights enjoyed by the Serbians in Hungary, had favourably 
affected the Serbians of Hungary, who were materially too in 
a favourable situation; for the Obranovitch dynasty based its 
foreign policy upon friendly relations with the Austro-Hun
garian Monarchy. This did not however last long; for after the 
Balkan Wars the Serbia of the Karagyorgyeviches became the 
focus of agitation against the Monarchy: and this led via 
Serajevo to the first Great W ar, which in its turn led to 
Trianon.

The detachment of South Hungary and the trying situa
tion of the half-million Magyars incorporated in Yugoslavia was 
a serious obstacle to any rapprochement of the two peoples, 
still continuing to stand in the way of a rapprochement even 
when the Regent of Hungary, in the well-known speech made 
by him at Mohacs (1926), suggested a modus vivendi based 
upon practical considerations. The improvement in the relations 
between the two States ensuing as a result of the radical change 
in the international situation that followed in 1939 led to the 
conclusion of a Treaty of Amity; but this was followed almost 
immediately by the "putsch” stagemanaged by Simovitch which 
ultimately brought about the collapse of Yugoslavia and to the 
restoration of a part of the thousand-year-old southern frontier 
of Hungary, — a turn of affairs which the Magyars would fain 
regard as having definitively ended a dispute which for cen
turies had sown seeds of discord between the two peoples and 
in which Hungary was at all times the passive Party.

The lecturer concluded by saying that in the event of the 
elimination of the territorial disputes the community of interests 
and the interdependence of the two peoples might lead to a 
resumption of the undisturbed co-operation which had originally 
for centuries ensured the collaboration of the Magyar and 
Serbian peoples and had been equally to the advantage of both.
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HUNGARIAN GOVERNMENT SUSPENDS SEQUESTRATION 
OF PROPERTY OF SERBIAN GREEK-ORIENTAL CHURCH 

OF SOUTH HUNGARY
The July 29th. issue of the “Budapesti Kozlony” (Official 

Gazette) published the text of an Order in Council relating to 
the provisional administration of certain landed estates situate 
in the re-incorporated territories of South Hungary which serve 
the purposes of the Serbian Greek-Oriental Church. In terms 
of the said Order, until the time comes for the legislative re
adjustment of the organization of the Serbian Greek-Oriental 
Church of Hungary rendered necessary by the change in condi
tions, of the Church estates situate in the re-incorporated terri
tories of South Hungary the Bacs-Szoreg episcopal estate 
(incumbency) and the estates of the Serbian Greek-Oriental 
Convents at Alsokabor and Bogyan are to be released from the 
embargo provisionally placed upon them and the administration 
of the estates entrusted to a temporary committee of manage
ment appointed for the purpose.

The president and members of the temporary committee of 
management shall, after consultation with the Vienna and Buda 
Serbian Greek-Oriental Bishops, be appointed by the Hungarian 
Minister for Worship and Public Education, who shall issue for 
their guidance instructions for the management of the property, 
which shall extend also to the determination of the sphere of 
representation. The Minister for Worship and Public Education 
shall as supreme authority exercise direct control over the ma
nagement of the property. The income accruing from the pro
visional management of the property shall be appropriated for 
the purposes of the Serbian Greek-Oriental Church and the 
manner of appropriation shall be determined, with due considera
tion for the original purposes of the property and after consul
tation with the Serbian Greek-Oriental Bishops of Vienna and 
Buda, by the Hungarian Minister for Worship and Public 
Education.

The data given below — which have been taken from a 
Serbian source — show the privileged situation in respect of 
material affairs enjoyed by the Serbian Greek-Oriental Church 
of Hungary already prior to the first Great War. In his work 
entitled “Biografija Jase Tomics” (The Biography of Jasa 
Tomie, the radical leader of the Serbians of South Hungary) 
published in Belgrade in 1938, Vlastoje Alexijevic gives us the 
following valuation of the property of the Serbian National 
Autonomy functioning within the territory of the Hungarian 
Kingdom which at the time still included Croatia: — "In 1906 
the Autonomy had 34.000 yokes of land in the possession 
of the monasteries, while the Serbian Patriarch himself was 
the usufructuary of 25.000 yokes of landed property; and the
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total value of the landed property, which, inclusive of the other 
estates, aggregated altogether 108.000 cadastral yokes, was esti
mated at 23.000.000 gold crowns. The total value of the 813 
churches and the several thousand other church buildings of 
the Serbian national Church situate within the jurisdiction of 
the Serbian Patriarchate of Hungary amounted to a further
40.000. 000 gold crowns, so that the assets of the Serbian Na
tional Church of Hungary — real estate, movables, cash and 
securities — represented an aggregate value of more than
90.000. 000 gold crowns. In the whole territory under the juris
diction of the Serbian Church Autonomy of Hungary there were 
666 parishes, 715 vicarages, 27 monasteries, 7 bishoprics, 7 cul
tural institutes and 859 schools, etc. with the same number of 
Serbian teachers. These institutions and institutes" —  writes 
the Serbian author, in the work referred to above —  “were the 
most precious treasure of the Serbians of Hungary.”

COUNT JOHN ESTERHAZY DISCUSSES SLOVAK- 
HUNGARIAN ECONOMIC PROBLEMS

Under the aegis of the Debrecen University Summer 
Courses Count John Esterhazy gave a lecture on “Slovak-Hun
garian Economic Problems” which was received with the greatest 
interest. He offered exhaustive data in illustration of the develop
ment of the economic life of Slovakia and of the vital condi
tions of the Magyars living in that country.

“The Magyar Party of Slovakis is doing all in its power 
to stabilize the economic situation of the Magyars — by 
organization, social assistance and economic reinforcement. The 
situation of the Magyars of Slovakia” — continued Esterhazy 
— “is exceptionally difficult and delicate. In that country we 
represent thousand-year-old traditions — thereby finding our
selves confronted with the neo-nationalism of the Slovaks.

“Some of the leaders of the Slovak people today believe 
that the existence of their State is menaced by Hungary, 
regarding the St. Stephen conception as nothing more or less 
than imperialism. This is the motive underlying the anti-Magyar 
propaganda confronting us at every step in the Slovak daily 
press, in Slovak periodicals, in Slovak monographs and in Slovak 
books. This is a grave mistake and is partly also a sign of 
weakness.

“After the end of the war” — continued Esterhazy — 
"the re-construction of Central Europe can only begin in an 
atmosphere of tranquillity and can certainly not be achieved, 
if the peoples living there are artificially instigated to hatred 
and antagonism. 1 may safely declare that the small number of 
Magyars living in Slovakia, besides doing their daily round of 
work to ensure its existence, are serving the cause of under-
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standing between the Magyar and Slovak peoples, and that this 
endeavour on our part is sincere and correct without being 
servile or at the cost of our self-respect. W e  do not underesti
mate the work of the Slovak people; but it is desirable that on 
the other side too people should with absolute objectivity take 
note of the fact that here in the Danube Basin Magyardom has 
for centuries been fulfilling an important mission; and, if the 
Slovak people owes its present political independence to the 
German Empire, an equal debt of gratitude is due to the Hun
garian State for having provided that the Slovak people should 
in the storms of centuries preserve its ethnic individuality and 
should have been able to raise its economic wellbeing and its 
culture to the level on which it stands today.”

And in conclusion Esterhazy made the following statement: 
—  "The second Great War is not yet over. If the Slovak people 
desires to preserve its own political independence, it can do 
so only by agreement with the Magyars, and not by alienating 
them by provocative behaviour.”
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