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SEVENTY-FIVE YEARS
BY

FRANCIS HERCZEG

On June 18th. the nation will celebrate the seventy-fifth 
birthday of the Regent of Hungary. Celebrations of 
the kind are of particular significance in that they 

offer those celebrating the occasion to observe in a certain 
historical perspective and weigh the merits of the Leader 
who is responsible for directing the destiny of the nation. 
There can be no doubt that in the person of Nicholas Horthy 
de Nagybanya Fate has presented Hungary with a man of 
its own selection. After having fought through the first Great 
War with full glory and with an unbeaten record under 
the flag of the Austro-Hungarian Navy, on November 16th, 
1919, at the head of an Army recruited by himself, he entered 
the Hungarian Capital then plunged into anarchy. On that 
day the Hungarian people, which after the Collapse of the 
Monarchy had been a helpless plaything at the mercy, first 
of incapable political bunglers, and then of international 
criminals, once more took into its own hands the control of 
its destiny. Since then twenty-three and a half years have 
passed, — years full of struggle, arduous labour, privations 
and suffering; but the country, which after the foisting upon 
it of the Peace Edict of Trianon was reduced to a mass of 
crumbling ruins, as it had been after the devastating inroad 
of the Mongols in the thirteenth century, again became a 
State, — a State living out of its own resources, in obedience 
to the Hungarian laws and in pursuance of its own aims.

When we select from the monotonous round of everyday 
life the outstanding events of this period, we are astonished 
to see the titanic efforts which have been made in this 
country. After the putting into force of the Treaty of Trianon, 
nothing remained of the whilom glory and wealth of the 
days of the House of Arpad, — only dust and ashes. The 
desire to create and build brought into being by the energy
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and suggestive force radiating from the being of Nicholas 
Horthy, was not content merely to clear away the ruins, but 
undertook new and daring creations. What the nation had, 
as a result of its being immersed in party feuds, neglected 
to do in the much-lauded years of peace, when there was 
money and time in abundance, it was evidently anxious to 
make up for.

It is by creations, not by words, that a competent Leader 
makes his appeal to humanity. The creations of the Age of 
Horthy are of a grand character; and their number is legion. 
Whether we take the details of the story of his creation of a 
National Army, —  the first army since the days of the 
catastrophe on the field of Mohacs in 1526 to serve exclusively 
Hungarian aims — , or the phenomena characterizing the 
development of our economic life, a field in which, as shown 
by the international fairs and cattle shows, a large-scale 
activity is also in evidence, —  we meet everywhere with the 
same suggestive force and spirit of enterprise. It is this spirit 
that has built modem tenement houses en masse, constructed 
bridges, autostradas and a free port, initiated the establish
ment of navigation connecting the Danube with the oceans, 
and paved the way to the realization of the scheme for the 
construction of an irrigation system in the Hungarian 
Lowlands. The work of organization and construction has 
extended also to our intellectual centres, establishing in 
succession a series of provincial universities, and thousands 
of new public elementary schools, starting a far-reaching 
relief movement on behalf of our artists, and extending its 
patronage also to Hungarian literature, Hungarian theatrical 
art and Hungarian films. In the sporting life of the country 
too the work is being carried on with renewed intensity, one 
result of this activity being that the youth of Hungary is 
winning worldwide fame in foreign competititons, while at 
the international Olympic Games that youth is enabled to 
compete as a worthy rival of the great sporting nations.

The nation’s authority has become enhanced; as in days 
of yore, we are again proud to be able to call ouerselves 
Hungarians. The wise leadership of our Regent has won for us 
the friendship of the German and Italian Great Powers; and, 
when he received the Italian King and Emperor and his Consort
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in the palace in Buda, — as when he enjoyed the hospitality 
of Herr Hitler, Leader and Chancellor of Germany, in Berlin 
and at Kiel —, the whole world became aware of the 
outstanding international position held by the Head of the 
Hungarian State. And the last record of the humiliation 
inflicted by the Peace Edict of Trianon faded into oblivion 
when the Catholic world decided to hold the 1938 Eucha
ristic Congress in Budapest and the Papal Legate, Cardinal 
Pacelli, — now Pope Pius XII. —  entered in solemn pro
cession the Hungarian Capital. Many of the territories torn 
from the body of Hungary so wickedly and unthinkingly were 
once more brought within the sphere of attraction of the 
considerably strengthened Hungarian State; and our powerful 
German and Italian Allies enabled Nicholas Horthy to enter 
Komarom, Kassa, Subcarpathia, Kolozsvar and Szabadka 
through the delightedly cheering crowds of the liberated 
inhabitants which lined the streets everywhere.

The nation now knows by experience what it means to 
Hungary to have residing in the palace in Buda a Head of 
State who thinks with a Hungarian mind and feels with a 
Hungarian heart. The relation between Regent and people 
has been made even more cordial and more intimate by the 
painful bereavement inflicted upon the Regent's family by 
the death in the field of his son and Deputy. Thereby the 
Horthy family made in the cause of their country the greatest 
sacrifice human beings can make. At the same time, however, 
the sad event endeared the seventyfive-year-old Regent to 
the heart of His people in a manner and to an extent 
paralleled during the whole ten centuries of Hungarian 
history only in the case of a few national heroes who had 
rendered exceptional services to their country.
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