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SEVENTY-FIVE YEARS
BY

FRANCIS HERCZEG

On June 18th. the nation will celebrate the seventy-fifth 
birthday of the Regent of Hungary. Celebrations of 
the kind are of particular significance in that they 

offer those celebrating the occasion to observe in a certain 
historical perspective and weigh the merits of the Leader 
who is responsible for directing the destiny of the nation. 
There can be no doubt that in the person of Nicholas Horthy 
de Nagybanya Fate has presented Hungary with a man of 
its own selection. After having fought through the first Great 
War with full glory and with an unbeaten record under 
the flag of the Austro-Hungarian Navy, on November 16th, 
1919, at the head of an Army recruited by himself, he entered 
the Hungarian Capital then plunged into anarchy. On that 
day the Hungarian people, which after the Collapse of the 
Monarchy had been a helpless plaything at the mercy, first 
of incapable political bunglers, and then of international 
criminals, once more took into its own hands the control of 
its destiny. Since then twenty-three and a half years have 
passed, — years full of struggle, arduous labour, privations 
and suffering; but the country, which after the foisting upon 
it of the Peace Edict of Trianon was reduced to a mass of 
crumbling ruins, as it had been after the devastating inroad 
of the Mongols in the thirteenth century, again became a 
State, — a State living out of its own resources, in obedience 
to the Hungarian laws and in pursuance of its own aims.

When we select from the monotonous round of everyday 
life the outstanding events of this period, we are astonished 
to see the titanic efforts which have been made in this 
country. After the putting into force of the Treaty of Trianon, 
nothing remained of the whilom glory and wealth of the 
days of the House of Arpad, — only dust and ashes. The 
desire to create and build brought into being by the energy
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and suggestive force radiating from the being of Nicholas 
Horthy, was not content merely to clear away the ruins, but 
undertook new and daring creations. What the nation had, 
as a result of its being immersed in party feuds, neglected 
to do in the much-lauded years of peace, when there was 
money and time in abundance, it was evidently anxious to 
make up for.

It is by creations, not by words, that a competent Leader 
makes his appeal to humanity. The creations of the Age of 
Horthy are of a grand character; and their number is legion. 
Whether we take the details of the story of his creation of a 
National Army, —  the first army since the days of the 
catastrophe on the field of Mohacs in 1526 to serve exclusively 
Hungarian aims — , or the phenomena characterizing the 
development of our economic life, a field in which, as shown 
by the international fairs and cattle shows, a large-scale 
activity is also in evidence, —  we meet everywhere with the 
same suggestive force and spirit of enterprise. It is this spirit 
that has built modem tenement houses en masse, constructed 
bridges, autostradas and a free port, initiated the establish
ment of navigation connecting the Danube with the oceans, 
and paved the way to the realization of the scheme for the 
construction of an irrigation system in the Hungarian 
Lowlands. The work of organization and construction has 
extended also to our intellectual centres, establishing in 
succession a series of provincial universities, and thousands 
of new public elementary schools, starting a far-reaching 
relief movement on behalf of our artists, and extending its 
patronage also to Hungarian literature, Hungarian theatrical 
art and Hungarian films. In the sporting life of the country 
too the work is being carried on with renewed intensity, one 
result of this activity being that the youth of Hungary is 
winning worldwide fame in foreign competititons, while at 
the international Olympic Games that youth is enabled to 
compete as a worthy rival of the great sporting nations.

The nation’s authority has become enhanced; as in days 
of yore, we are again proud to be able to call ouerselves 
Hungarians. The wise leadership of our Regent has won for us 
the friendship of the German and Italian Great Powers; and, 
when he received the Italian King and Emperor and his Consort
2
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in the palace in Buda, — as when he enjoyed the hospitality 
of Herr Hitler, Leader and Chancellor of Germany, in Berlin 
and at Kiel —, the whole world became aware of the 
outstanding international position held by the Head of the 
Hungarian State. And the last record of the humiliation 
inflicted by the Peace Edict of Trianon faded into oblivion 
when the Catholic world decided to hold the 1938 Eucha
ristic Congress in Budapest and the Papal Legate, Cardinal 
Pacelli, — now Pope Pius XII. —  entered in solemn pro
cession the Hungarian Capital. Many of the territories torn 
from the body of Hungary so wickedly and unthinkingly were 
once more brought within the sphere of attraction of the 
considerably strengthened Hungarian State; and our powerful 
German and Italian Allies enabled Nicholas Horthy to enter 
Komarom, Kassa, Subcarpathia, Kolozsvar and Szabadka 
through the delightedly cheering crowds of the liberated 
inhabitants which lined the streets everywhere.

The nation now knows by experience what it means to 
Hungary to have residing in the palace in Buda a Head of 
State who thinks with a Hungarian mind and feels with a 
Hungarian heart. The relation between Regent and people 
has been made even more cordial and more intimate by the 
painful bereavement inflicted upon the Regent's family by 
the death in the field of his son and Deputy. Thereby the 
Horthy family made in the cause of their country the greatest 
sacrifice human beings can make. At the same time, however, 
the sad event endeared the seventyfive-year-old Regent to 
the heart of His people in a manner and to an extent 
paralleled during the whole ten centuries of Hungarian 
history only in the case of a few national heroes who had 
rendered exceptional services to their country.
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KING FERDINAND OF RUMANIA
BY

ZSOMBOR de SZASZ

VIII. T h e D o b ru d ja .1

The problem of the Dobrudja differs from that of 
Bessarabia and Bukovina. The fate of all three 
provinces hung on the expansionist policy of Russia, 

But while in the case of Bessarabia and Bukovina 
the result was the loss of these two provinces by Rumania 
and the consequent irredentistic endeavours of the Ruma
nian population; the Dobrudja, which had formed a part of 
Bulgaria, was a Rumanian gain. Bessarabia and Bukovina 
had been wrested from, the Dobrudja was added to Rumania. 
For this reason her attitude in the Dobrudjan question 
differed materially from that which she took up in regard 
to Bessarabia and Bukpvina; it had, moreover, undergone 
a marked change in the course of the four decades between 
1878 and 1918. While Bukovina and Bessarabia, ever since 
their loss, were regarded as territory that must be regained, 
the Dobrudja, so dissimilar both ethnically and historically, 
had been accepted with reluctance when offered in 1878; 
and it was only the growth of Rumanian imperialism which 
later caused it to be valued, so that not only was its restora
tion to Bulgaria refused, but its frontiers were further 
extended.

This resulted in the generation of Bulgarian irredentism, 
the development of an irreconcilable hostility between the 
two countries, and the creation of another centre of disaffec
tion in the Balkan Peninsula.

The Dobrudja lies in the south-eastern corner of Rumania, 
skirting the shores of the Black Sea where the Danube flows

1 See previous articles under the same title in the August, 
October and December 1942 and March, April and June issues of 
this review.
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into it, and it formed part of the Bulgarian provinces, to 
which it belonged ethnically as well as historically.

It had a variegated history.
The first Bulgarian State south of the Danube was 

founded in the Dobrudja by Asparuch in 679, and for three 
centuries it was ruled by independent Tsars. In 971 it came 
under Byzantine domination, but its independence was 
restored in 1186. During the unsettled period which preceded 
Turkish rule in the Balkans, in 1387, it was for the brief 
spell of six years occupied by Mircea, Prince of Wallachia. 
In 1393 it came under the sway of the Turks, and so remai
ned until 1878, when its northern half was attached to 
Rumania.

The population of the pronvince was a composite 
mixture of several races. In the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries the most important element was Bulgarian, not
withstanding the immigration of Turks and Tatars. In conse
quence of the devastations of the continuous Russo-Turkish 
wars, large masses of the autochthonous Bulgar population 
perished, their place being taken by Cossack, Greek, Ar
menian, German, Italian and Rumanian settlers, without, 
however changing the Bulgarian character of the land. 
With the advent of the nineteenth century Bulgarian na
tional consciousness became more and more pronounced, 
and the influence of Greek culture, then prevalent in the 
Balkans, was gradually eliminated. In 1870 a Bulgarian 
exarchate was created in Turkey, and the Dobrudja was placed 
under its authority. In the middle of the seventies the 
province had 1 Bulgar middle school, sixty elementary 
schools and ten literary societies; in the Turkish Legisla
tion the Dobrudja was represented by a Bulgarian notable 
from Toulcha, and in 1871 a Bulgarian national congress was 
held in Constantinople.2

The Rumanian population, on the other hand, according 
to the perhaps over-contemptuous account of Bulgarian 
writers, was composed of a handful of shepherds who 
appeared periodically in order to pasture their flocks, and

s The Bulgarian Question and the Balkan States, published by 
the Bulgarian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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of such Rumanian peasants as had fled from their own 
country in order to escape the intolerable oppression to 
which they were subjected there. These Rumanian shepherds 
and peasants were in reality mere guests in the land, 
lacking all national consciousness and sentiment, and had 
only come there to make a living and to breathe a freer air.3

The Bulgarian character of the Dobrudja was officially 
recognised by the Conference of Constantinople in 1876, 
when an Organic Statute was set up for Bulgaria in which 
it was proposed to unite the Dobrudja with Eastern Bulgaria. 
Unfortunately the Porte rejected the plan and succeeding 
events took a different course.

The data of the distribution of the two races, the Bul
garian and the Rumanian, cannot be fixed with even 
approximate reliability, since Bulgarian and Rumanian, 
writers quote widely different figures according to their 
nationality.

A  German author, Dr. Adler, wrote in 1856: “The
Rumanians live exclusively along the borders of the 
Danube . . .  they conceal their nationality and call them
selves Bulgarians." Karl Peters, in 1865, estimated the 
number of the Rumanians at approximately 12.000 out of 
a population of 160.000.4

Since the occupation of the province by the Rumanians,, 
we have Rumanian figures at our disposal.

The Rumanians maintain that "before, during and after 
the annexation the Rumanians were in a majority" in the 
province.5 As regards the past, J. N. Roman, Rumanian 
ex-deputy for Constanza, quotes a Rumanian author who in 
1851 wrote that in his day the Rumanian population was 
five times as large as the Bulgarian. A  curious impression 
is created by the figures relating to the period following 
the annexation. According to the Rumanian Census of 1880, 
the Rumanian inhabitants numbered 43.671, the Bulgarians 
24.915. Thirty years later, in 1911, the Rumanians were said

3 Milan G. Markoff: Bulgaria's Historical Rights in the Dobrudja.
p. 80.

4 The Bulgarian Question and the Balkan States, published by 
the Bulgarian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

5 La Dobrogea Roumaine, Bucarest, 1919., p. 13.
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to have numbered 186.334, (54.7 per cent), the Bulgarians 
48.963 (14.8 per cent). Five years later, in 1916, the Ru
manian population was alleged to exceed 220.000. If these 
figures are correct, then we are inclined to share Dr. 
Risov's misgivings on the score that such a rapidly increas
ing majority can only have been produced artificially, 
“brought about by the persecution of the Bulgarian element, 
by the abolition of religious and educational autonomy, and 
by the forced emigration of thousands of Bulgarians."6

This vast change in the relative numbers of the two 
races was brought about during the thirty years of Ruma
nian occupation.

As has been seen in the previous Chapters, Bessarabia 
belonged to Russia at the outbreak of the Russo-Turkish 
war in 1877, except the three southern districts bordering 
on the Danube and the Black Sea, which, after the Crimean 
War, she had been made to restore to Moldavia then under 
Turkish suzerainty. This had been a grievous set-back to 
her plans of southern expansion, a set-back which she was 
determined to make good as soon as an opportunity pre
sented itself.

It will also be remembered that in the Russo-Turkish 
war Rumania was the ally of Russia, and Bulgarian volun
teers had fought bravely on the Russian side in the 
Shipka Pass. When the Russians occupied the Dobrudja, they 
recognised the Bulgarian "national councils” set up in the 
towns and villages, and appointed a Bulgarian as assistant 
to the Russian governor.

But a surprise was in store both for the Rumanians and 
the Bulgarians. Under the Treaty of San Stefano the Rus
sians took the Bessarabian districts from their ally Rumania, 
and compensated her by giving her instead Northern Dob
rudja as far as Cobadine, robbing thereby the Bulgarians 
who had lent a helping hand against the Turks.

The Congress of Berlin made matters still worse by 
pushing the southern frontier of Rumanian Dobrudja beyond 
Cobadine to the very gates of Silistria.

• Dr. Risov: Les Bulgares dans leurs frontieres historiques et 
politiques.
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This transfer of land and peoples was regarded in a 
purely commercial light. Article 19 of the Treaty of San 
Stefano runs as follows:

"The war indemnity will amount to 1.410.000.000 rou
bles, which Turkey will pay by the surrender of 1. Dobrudja, 
which Russia takes not on her own behalf but as an ex
change for Rumanian Bessarabia; 2. Armenia. These two 
provinces are estimated at 1.100.000.000 roubles; the 
remaining 310 million roubles will be paid at a later date.”

This bartering with provinces and peoples raised a 
storm of indignation in the Dobrudja no less than in Rumania. 
The Bulgarians protested vehemently and sent address 
after address to the Tsar and the Russian Government, 
begging that the decision might be altered. Even more 
significant were the protests of the Rumanians; endless 
complaints and protests were raised both in Parliament and 
in the press against the transfer of the two provinces.7

Even before the signing of the Treaty of San Stefano, 
on January 20, 1878, questions were put to the government 
in the Rumanian Parliament on the subject. The well- 
known nationalist historian, Urechia, declared in the Cham
ber: "We (Rumanians) are not a conquering people; when 
we drew the sword to secure our independence, we had no 
intention to deprive others of it; we have no desire to sow 
the seeds of future quarrels by the annexation of territories 
that do not belong to us." And the Senate unanimously 
accepted Prince Ghyka's motion to the effect that: “The 
Senate declares that it is decided to maintain the territorial 
integrity of the country and cannot admit the alienation 
of any of its territory under any conditions, not even 
for any kind of territorial compensation or indemnity.”

Newspapers of the most various party colour, the 
Prime Minister's organ Telegraful, the papers of the 
governing party, Romania Libera and Steaua Romaniei, 
the oppositional Presa and Timpul, all vied with each other 
in denouncing the plan and protesting against the acceptance 
of the Dobrudja.

7 The Bulgarian Question and the Balkan States, and more 
especially Temoignages Roumains sur la question de la Dobroudja.
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The P resa  declared that "the Senate's decision stands 
and will stand: Europe must be made to know that it ex
presses the resolute and unchanging will of the entire 
nation without party distinction; the Rumanians will never 
consent to the cession of Bessarabia, for any price or consi
deration. Rumania will not accept the Dobrudja or any other 
territory by way of compensation, because it would prove 
a spark which would eventually burst into flames and 
consume then; it would mean the destruction of their own 
country and be a degradation and a humiliation.'7 "The 
Rumanian” , —  added the R om a n ia  L ibera , —  "who would 
consent to accept the Dobrudja would deserve the name of 
murderer.”8

More important was the opinion of the Prime Minister, 
J. Bratianu. Interviewed by the Editor of the D eu tsch e  
Z eitu ng  in Vienna, he declared that Rumania could not 
exist without Southern Bessarabia, which is her outlet to 
the Black Sea and her link with the sea- ports of the world. 
Marshy Dobrudja, with no roads and no good sea-ports, 
would be no adequate compensation.

"Then” , —  remarked the journalist, — “you refuse to 
accept the Dobrudja?”

"Certainly. We will not accept the Dobrudja."
"And if Russia were to take possession of Bessarabia 

by force?”
"W e should be unable to hinder her” , — answered the 

Prime Minister, — “Against the superior force of the great, 
small people are powerless, But even in that case we shall 
not accept the Dobrudja.” 9

At the end of June the S teaua R om a n iei published a 
long article enumerating the reasons why the acceptance of 
the Dobrudja was out of the question. Of these reasons, 
seven in number, we quote only a few:

"The Dobrudja forms no part of our country, either 
geographically or ethnographically; lying on the farther side 
of the Danube, it is a continuation of Bulgaria, inhabited 
for the most part by Turks, Tatars, Bulgarians, and a very 
few Rumanians.

8 Temoignages, pp. 20. and 21.
* The Bulgarian Question, p. 82.
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“The Dobrudja would prove an open sore, a source of 
discord between Rumania and Bulgaria, which would be 
continually and successfully exploited by those who have 
an interest in seeing us at loggerheads and entangled 
in wars.

“ By taking the Dobrudja, to which we have neither a 
historical right nor the right of conquest, we should be 
justifying and sanctioning the spoliations committed against 
us by Austria in 1775 and by Russia in 1812.

"In the real interest of our country we refuse, clearly 
and categorically, every aggrandisement of Rumania beyond 
the Danube.” 10 11

In short, the Rumanians felt that the acquisition of 
the Dobrudja would mean a burden rather than an asset, that 
the province would be “a permanent danger” , as the Memo
randum of the government expressed it.

This was corroborated by well-informed foreign obser
vers. In a report to Lord Salisbury, Mr. White, Consul 
General of Great Britain, wrote as follows: “Without denying 
that the new province, the Dobrudja, may in some distant 
future add to the strength and prosperity of this new State 
(Rumania), it is my duty to report to Your Lordship that 
the view generally taken at present at Bucharest as to the 
prospects of this addition is not only not a sanguine but 
even an unfavourable one. It is alleged that the Dobrudja 
includes a considerable portion of unproductive and mala
rious soil, that it is thinly populated by the heterogeneous 
inhabitants of different races and creeds, and that for this 
very reason as well as on account of its being conterminous 
to an ambitious new Slav State in Bulgaria, it will require 
the constant presence of a Rumanian military force much 
larger than this country can afford. It is further stated that 
it will continue to be exposed with Eastern Roumania for 
some time to come to the working of Slav agitators among 
its Bulgarian inhabitants.” 11

Not a desirable prospect, certainly.12 But there was

10 Temoignages, p. 33.
11 The Bulgarian Question, Annex 136, p. 195.
12 It is not so certain, for the rest, that the Rumanians were
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nothing to be done about it. At the time of the Berlin 
Congress, Rumania stood very much alone; besides, the 
change was not so bad, after all. The Prince and Cogalni- 
ceanu, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, soon reconciled 
themselves to the inevitable. On September 30 the Chamber 
declared that, "compelled by the decision of the Great 
Powers” , it empowered the Government to withdraw the 
civil and military authorities from Bessarabia and to occupy 
the Dobrudja, the Danube Delta and Serpent's Island. On 
November 20. the Prince issued a proclamation in the Bul
garian language promising to protect the life and property 
of the population.

Northern Dobrudja became a part of Rumania.
No sooner was the annexation accomplished than the 

ardour with which the gift had been rejected turned into 
a greedy desire for its retention. A  relentless policy of 
Rumanization was initiated: the Bulgarian bishop was ex
pelled, the Bulgarian churches were closed, and school 
after school was seized, so that after a few years only a 
single school remained in which the language of instruction 
was Bulgarian. Bulgarian books were prohibited, and the 
rich library at Toulcha was burned. The landed property 
of the Bulgarian inhabitants was expropriated, with the 
result that many of the spoliated families emigrated to Bul
garia or the United States.

In a work entitled: Dobrogea, 1877— 1910, the Rumanian 
historian V. M. Cogalniceanu wrote as follows: "The
Dobrudja became a colony to which all the incompetent 
functionaries were sent, with full liberty to plunder the 
autochthonous population. No one took any interest in the 
latter's economic, national or social needs. The administra
tion is the worst possible. The prefect is all powerful; he 
appoints mayors from the other side of the Danube; he 
bullies the press, modifies and corrects the electoral lists,

sincere in their protests. The Revue d’Histoire Diplomatique of 1892 
published a treaty concluded in 1868 between the Serbs and the 
Rumanians which provided for the partition of Bulgaria in the case 
of a victorious war against the Turks. — 1. E. Guechoff: La genese 
de la guerre mondiale, p. 122.
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expels the lawyers and sends his favourites to the villages, 
where they become the terror of the population."13

The Preamble to the Bill for the organisation of the 
administration of the new province stated openly that "The 
ultimate object of the Bill is the complete assimilation of 
the Dobrudja by Rumania.”14

Meanwhile the generation of 1878, reared in the ideas of 
1848, faded out of the picture, and was replaced by men 
of another stamp, the men of an ambitious, imperialistic 
Rumanian kingdom. While “in 1878 the statesmen vehe
mently repelled the offer of the Dobrudja as contrary to 
the principle of nationalities, their successors only thought 
of extending the conquest by adding another part of Bul
garian territory to i t . . . Rumania, unable to expand in 
Bukovina and in Transylvania, decided to aggrandise her
self at the expense of Bulgaria and to that end she secured 
also the protection of Austria-Hungary", which Power 
"engaged to support the Rumanian pretensions over a zone 
of Bulgarian territory extending to the line Toutrakan- 
Balchik.” 15

The realisation of this plan had, however, to wait for 
a favourable opportunity, which presented itself in the 
Balkan wars of 1912— 1913.

The circumstances of these two wars are familiar to 
the reader.

Rumania did not join the Balkan League, nor did she 
participate in the first war; she waited for its outcome. As 
soon as it became clear that Turkey was defeated and that 
the status quo could not be maintained, she came forward 
with her claims, the satisfaction of which was to be the 
price of her neutrality. The Conference of Ambassadors in 
Petrogtad, which ultimately decided the question, awarded 
her the Bulgarian town of Silistria with a periphery of three 
kilometres.

But the Rumanians were not content; and when the 
second war broke out and Bulgaria became involved in a

18 Quoted in The Bulgarian Question, p. 85.
«  Ibid.
15 The Bulgarian Question, p. 87.
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heroic struggle with her former allies, Rumanian troops 
marched into her defenceless northern regions and reached 
the capital without firing a shot.

Bulgaria, exhausted by two wars, the brunt of which 
she had borne, was unable to fight on four fronts at once, 
and was compelled to ask for peace. This led to the con
clusion of the Treaty of Bucharest in which she had to cede 
to Rumania not only Silistria, already assigned to the 
latter by the Petrograd Conference of Ambassadors, but 
also a wide strip of land which included the towns of 
Baltchik, Dobritch and Toutrakan, with 280.000 inhabitants, 
for the most part Bulgarians.

The Bucharest Treaty left behind a Rumania increased 
in territory, power and prestige, and a humiliated and em
bittered Bulgaria whose only endeavour henceforth was the 
overthrowing of the treaty. It was only natural that when 
the Great War came, she joined the Powers which were 
likely to be in the opposite camp to her own detested 
enemy, Rumania.

In the beginning of September 1915, she concluded 
agreements with the two Central Powers, which stipulated 
the union of all her nationals and the recovery of all the 
territories inhabited by Bulgarians.

With this history of the Dobrudja as a background, the 
reader will be able to appreciate Bulgaria’s attitude during 
the negotiations which led to the conclusion of the treaty 
with Rumania in the spring of 1918. The greatest obstacle 
to the conclusion of the peace was the Bulgarian demand 
in the question of the Dobrudja. In 1878 the Rumanians 
had shown themselves loth to accept the province; forty 
years later, in 1918, they declared it to be indispensable 
for the existence of their country. “Without the Dobrudja 
we should be unable to breathe” , King Ferdinand had as
sured Count Czernin.

The Bulgarian demands were embarrassing for the 
Central Powers, particularly for Austria-Hungary, because 
they wished to create a friendly and contented Rumania 
with whom they could maintain favourable economic rela
tions. Besides which, they had just declared their adhesion

13
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to the principle of a "peace without annexations", and the 
Bulgarian (and Turkish) demands ran counter to this.

But the Bulgarians were obdurate; they even menaced 
to withdraw from the alliance if their wishes were not 
complied with. There is no doubt that, even apart from the 
promises made them in 1915, right was on their side in this 
question of the Dobrudja.

In these circumstances nothing was left to Kiihlmann 
and Count Czernin but to undertake the role of inter
mediaries; and after much patient and persevering endea
vour, Czernin found, as he believed, a formula which was 
agreeable to both parties and which was actually accepted 
and incorporated in the Treaty of Bucharest.16 According 
to this solution, the Bulgarians were to recover the old 
Dobrudja, while the rest of the province was to be trans
ferred to the two Central Powers as a condominium.

As was to be expected, the Bulgarian inhabitants of 
the province did not endorse the work of their diplomats 
and protested vehemently against the partition. They 
suspected that the parts reserved as a condominium would 
sooner or later be restored to Rumania. An assembly, named 
"Regional National Assembly", held on September 22 and 
23 at Babadag, declared that "the Bulgarians of the Dobrudja 
would resist with force any attempt once again to subject 
them to Rumanian domination” , and “ insist on the immediate 
re-attachment of the whole of the Dobrudja to Bulgaria.”

[When these belated enunciations were made, however, 
Bulgaria was already on the way towards collapse, her 
government was negotiating in Salonica, and on September 
29 an armistice was concluded. The army was demobilised. 
For Bulgaria the war was over. A  year later the peace of 
the Allies, the Treaty of Neuilly, was substituted for the 
peace of the Central Powers, the Treaty of Bucharest, with 
conditions very much harder as regarded Bulgaria than 
those of the former Bucharest Treaty which had closed the 
Balkan wars.

(To be continued).

16 O. Czernin: Im Weltkriege. p. 364.
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SLAV ECHOES OF THE TW O SLAV  
CONGRESSES ARRANGED BY MOSCOW

BY

EMERY PROKOPY

Recently Moscow played two trump cards. The first was 
the arrangement of the Montevideo and Moscow Pan- 
Slav Congresses, the second the dissolution of the 

,,Komintern“ (i. e. the Third —  Communist — Internatio
nale) ordained for purely tactical reasons and with the very 
thinly disguised object of misleading the public opinion of the 
world. On the present occasion —  if only for lack of space 
— we must confine ourselves to describing the effect of the 
two Pan-Slav Congresses on the “ sister peoples” of the 
Russians as reflected in articles appearing in the presses 
of the Slav peoples in question and of their countries.

Of the Congress arranged for the benefit of the Slavs 
of South America in Montevideo, the Capital of Uruguay, 
we, have reports available informing us that the Congress 
was attended by “ separatist” Croatian and Yugoslav 
partisans who branded General Mihaylovitch, the leader 
of the Serbian national insurgents, as a traitor, demanded 
the resignation of the London “ refugee” Yugoslav 
Government and recognized as de facto Government 
the so-called “ Council of Partisans” . The reports add 
that this resolution of the Congress was immediately 
protested against by the char ge-d-affaires of the 
London "refugee” Yugoslav Government functioning in 
the Argentine, who issued an energetic declaration that 
however fell flat and produced no effect whatsoever. 
Presuming that the Congress was really attended also by 
Croatians, the latter must have been recruited exclusively 
from among individuals of decidedly communistic feelings 
and were not in the least entitled to represent the wishes 
and the political views of the Croatians of South America. 
The vast majority of the Croatians living in that Continent
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have been ardent and uncompromising supporters and 
champions of the national aspirations of the Croatians and 
of the idea of Croatia’s political independence ever since the 
formation of Yugoslavia, — though more particularly since 
the memorable day (June 20th. 1928) on which the bloody 
attempt was made in the Skupshtina to which Stephen Radic, 
the leader of the Croatan people, also fell a victim. That is 
why we cannot but think it impossible that this vast majority 
of the Croatians settled in South America who are so imbued 
wih Croatian national self-consciousness should have 
allowed themselves to be overpowered by the opium fumes 
of Panslavism and, yielding to the incitement and cajolement 
of Moscow, should have joined the communist partisans 
whose object is the ruin of independent Croatia!

As for the opinion of people in Croatia concerning the 
Montevideo Congress, that may be gathered from the 
following passages taken from an article which appeared 
in the May 11th issue of the “ Hrvatski Narod” : — “ This 
Congress was completely dominated by the influence of 
Moscow. While on the one hand lauding the importance and 
speaking in terms of flattery of the future of the Soviet 
Union, the resolution passed by the Congress on the other 
hand attacks Drazha Mihaylovitch. In other words, the Con
gress took sides with the Communist partisans —  i. e. with 
Bolshevism and the Soviet Union — and attacked the pan- 
Serbian chetniks now committing depredations in the 
territory of the Yugoslavia of former days. The object was 
to persuade the Croatians to adhere to the partisans’ cause, 
and at the same time to brand the London “refugee,, 
“ Yugoslav” Government as the enemies of Slavdom and the 
henchmen of the Anglo-Saxon democracies. The Croatians, 
however, were not to be cajoled. They simply boycotted the 
Congress; for they are fully aware that the partisans and 
Mihaylovitch’s chetniks alike detest the Croatians and are 
jealous of Croatian independence. The partisans are the 
mercenary agents of Moscow, the chetniks of London; 
perhaps serving abjectly the interests of both alike. In 
either case they are the inveterate enemies of the Croatians... 
The attitude of the Croatians of South America towards 
the Montevideo Congress and their opinion of that Congress
16
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is however identical with that of the whole Croatian people 
in respect of the Pan-Slav idea, which demands of the 
Croatians too that they should renounce their name, their 
liberty and their independence” .

The above words are —  we believe —  sufficiently clear 
and decided and need no further explanation.

A much greater importance naturally attached to the 
Third Pan-Slav Congress organized in Moscow early in May 
to the accompaniment of sackbut and trumpet. The First 
Congress was held in Moscow in 1866 on the occasion of 
an ethnographical exhibition, —  at the period, in the reign 
of Czar Alexander II., when the Russian peasantry was 
released from the yoke of serfdom. The Second Pan-Slav 
Congress was held in Moscow in 1941, wehn the war 
between the Soviet Union and the Axis Powers had broken 
out and Moscow thought it wise to stress the fraternity and 
unity of the Slav peoples. The latest — Third —  Pan-Slav 
Congress was convened for the purpose of proclaiming the 
same catchword, and was attended by representatives of the 
Communist elements who had fled for refuge to Russia from 
all the former or still actually existing Slav States.

The echoes awakened by this Congress in the public 
opinion the several Slav countries may be gathered from 
the following statements made by competent Slav factors 
and by the excerpts from the newspapers of those countries 
given below. The appeal addressed by the Congress to all 
the Slav peoples calling upon them to take up arms under 
the leadership of Stalin, was answered in the name of the 
Serbian Government by Tanasije Dinitch, Minister for 
Internal Affairs, in a statement made to a correspondent of 
the Belgrade “ Donauzeitung’\ “ Stalin, a non-Slav” — said 
Dinitch, inter alia —  "should remain leader of the godless 
Bolsheviks and should leave in peace all the Slav peoples, 
including also the Serbian people. During the whole course 
of his life, as proved by the Katyn episode too, Stalin has 
murdered more Slavs than the whole combined population 
of the countries to which the Red dictator now lays claim. 
The Slav countries belong to Europe. They are now, together 
with the other European peoples, fighting a lite-and-death
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struggle to avert the fate Stalin has in store for them in 
the Bolshevik inferno".

.We find an equally decided attitude of repudiation and 
disavowal in the Bulgarian Press. The Sofia “ Zora", for 
instance, declares that "Bulgaria is already sick and tired 
of the Pan-Slav idea. The Bulgarian people knows full well 
what a horrible fate would be in store for it in the event of 
the triumph of Bolshevism. The Pan-Slav idea propagated 
by Stalin is merely an instrument of Soviet Russian policy. 
Moscow would fain use the Slav peoples as "cannon fodder" 
in his endeavour to establish a reign of Eastern terror in 
Europe, Should the Soviet succeed in conquering Bulgaria, 
we should without doubt have to reckon on the whole Bul
garian people being compelled to settle against its will in 
Siberia” .

The Government organ, “Dnes” , adopts a similar tone 
when it speaks of the Pan-Slav idea proclaimed by Stalin 
as one of the innumerable cajolements resorted to by 
Bolshevism. “ For twenty-five years Bolshevism has been 
ruthlessly nipping in the bud the manifestations of the 
people's patriotism; and the very term "fatherland” has 
always been regarded as a badge of treachery by the Bol
sheviks , . .  That the Soviet should have chosen this very 
moment to appeal to the "brotherly feelings” of the Slav 
peoples is most inopportune, for those peoples are still 
recoiling under the effect produced by the assassination en 
masse to which many thousand officers belonging to one of 
the Slav "sister peoples” fell victims in the Katyn forest” .

On the part of the Slovaks, Dr. Gaspar, Envoy 
Extraordinary and Propaganda Minister, and a few days 
later the Premier, Dr. Tuka, answered the appeal of the 
Moscow Congress calling upon the Slovaks too to take part 
under the leadership of Stalin in a struggle to establish a 
Slav Bolshevik world. “As to the real value of the “brotherly 
affection" proclaimed by Moscow” , said Dr. Gaspar, “ that 
is revealed to us by the mass murder committed at Katyn. 
The Slovaks believe in organized nationalism and have not 
forgotten Litvinov’s scheme for settling them in Central Asia. 
The Slovaks are fighting for their liberty, which is based
18
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upon political justice; and under that banner they will fight 
end triumph on the side of the Axis Powers".

In a speech delivered before the first General Assembly 
of the Slovak-German Society Premier Tuka inter alia 
declared that it was impossible by the aid of Pan-Slav 
catchwords to cajole the Slovak people and to enlist that 
people in the service of the political aims of Moscow. “Those 
are not the real friends of a people” , he said, “who — 
though speaking a kindred language — oppress that people, 
plundering it and threatening by absorption to completely 
annihilate its national existence; those are its real friends 
who do not attempt to hinder its development, but further 
and ensure its survival as an independent nation".

The Croatians too have repudiated the tempting offers 
of the sirens of Moscow. In one of its May issues the 
“ Hrvatski Narod’’ published an article by one of its editors 
which, inter alia, declares that “by its political attitude, 
by its resolute struggle against the insurgent bands and 
above all by the heroism of its sons fighting on the eastern 
front, the Croatian people has shown clearly what it thinks 
of Panslavism in any form, whether figuring under the guise 
of Bolshevik Panslavism or masquerading as Yugoslavism. 
The Croatian people has set its teeth against both forms 
of Panslavism and will continue that struggle to the bitter 
end” .

And, in an article entitled “Croatians and Panslavism” 
published in its May 11th issue, the “Hrvatski Narod”  makes 
the following statements of supreme interest which fully 
reveal the political attitude of the Croatian people: “ The 
Soviet's affection for the Slav peoples found its most 
pregnant expression in the assassination of Polish officers 
in the Katyn forest. This mass-murder was indeed committed 
in the service of the Soviet's Pan-Slav ideas. But the real 
meaning of the Russian or rather Soviet Pan-Slavism, has 
been revealed by experience, not only to the Poles, but 
also to other peoples. The Croatian people has twice already 
experienced at its own cost the effects of this Pan-Slavism, 
— first in the form of Illyrism and then in that of Yugo
slavism — , and, learning the lessons of its errors and 
mistakes, has definitively turned its back on both forms.
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. .  . The third form adopted by Pan-Slavism is that invented 
by the Communists in an attempt to inveigle the Croatians 
to support the Soviet or rather to prevail upon them to 
renounce the right of enjoying life and liberty in an 
independent State of their ow n. . . There is no need 
therefore to lay particular stress on the fact that Soviet Pan- 
Slavism serves only to mask the imperialistic aims of 
Moscow; and it is even less necessary to emphasise that 
the Soviet attaches absolutely no importance to racial and 
linguistic unity.”

From the few excerpts given above in a literal 
translation it will be seen that to the “ Slav sister peoples” 
the Pan-Slav Congress recently held in Moscow appears 
to be nothing more or less than one of the dangerous 
instruments of Soviet agitation intended o further the 
imperialistic aims and ambitions of the Soviet and the 
machinations having as their objc the realization of a 
world revolution.
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THE HUNGARIAN PREMIER’S 
COMPREHENSIVE EXPOSE OF HIS FOREIGN 
AND DOMESTIC POLITICAL PROGRAMME

In a long speech delivered at a meeting of the Central 
Executive Committee of the “ Hungarian Life” Party held 
on May 29 th. which was received with great enthusiasm, 

the Hungarian Prime Minister inter alia made the following 
important statements:

“There is no change today —  as there has been no 
change in the past either —  in the cardinal theses of foreign 
and domestic policy enunciated by me when I took over 
the government of the country and consistently followed by 
me in my conduct of the country’s affairs.

“Our Second Army is now at home and is being de
mobilized. An account of what has happened must be given. 
So — great as our losses have been, knowing as we do that 
we too failed to check the winter onrush of the Soviet, — 
painful as are my feelings as a man and as a statesman 
responsible for the fate of my country when I think of those 
who have been left behind and of the military equipment 
destroyed — , it must be said that the balance-sheet, so far 
as the nation as a whole is concerned, is an active one and 
reflects glory on our nation. Active, I repeat, because in 
the account kept at our eastern outpost where we fought 
in the defence of Europe, of culture and civilization, the 
assets side of the ledger has been supplemented by a fresh 
page recording the fulfilment of our duty, the sacrifices 
made by us and the blood shed by us.

“ Once more we stood where we have so often defended 
Christianity and all that makes it worth while to be human 
beings against the Asiatic peril. ..

“But we have every reason to be proud when we look 
back as a nation of soldiers to those strenuous days in
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which our sons so gallantly held their own. W e  had to face 
superior odds; but, when have we not had to face such 
superior odds in the course of our thousand-years’ history? 
W e  had to face ill-luck and the bitter cold of the steppes: 
but when have we not had to face ill-luck and adverse 
fortune? A n d  we, who have at all times in the course of 
our history yielded only to superior odds or to the blows 
of an adverse fortune, were on the present occasion too the 
last to leave the field of battle.

‘ ‘Today I am speaking to the country at large; but the 
first words I have to say —  words of respect and gratitude 
—  must be addressed to our war heroes, to those who have 
died on the battlefield, to the disabled and to all who are 
suffering from the effects of the war. W h at I have said and  
the obligation I have undertaken in m y own person devolves 
upon the nation as a whole, —  the obligation never to forget 
these heroes who have made sacrifices for us all. I shall 
never forget and shall never allow this nation to forget — 
as 1 know it never would! W h at we have available —  a  
piece of land or bread, posts and provision —  is primarily  
due to them. W ithin the shortest time possible I shall, either 
by Order in Council or by a proposal to be submitted to 
the legislature, take the necessary steps in the order of 
succession rendered feasible in these days of war and as 
far as the possibilities to hand and the difficulties in the 
w ay of execution permit.

“It was not during the term of office of my Government 
that it was decided that we should take part in the 1942 
Russian campaign. 1 have no doubt that decision had to be 
taken, and that, when our A lly  called upon us, the summons 
had to be obeyed. But I consider it m y bounden duty to 
give the country a new army to replace the one that we have 
lost, to instil new life into those who have lost by the war 
and to infuse new faith and a new spirit into the minds o f  
those who m ay be discouraged.

"W h a t  I am now going to say applies also to Hungary's 
foreign policy today: its main object —  which we shall
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serve best by faithfully observing the obligations undertaken 
by us — is to secure our national and State existence, — 
an object served best by that observance of moral postulates 
which has at all times made the Hungarians reliable friends 
and valuable allies. We need have no qualms of conscience 
in this respect; we have always done what we have under
taken to do and have at all times found that path lying 
between the two poles of our own interests and our 
obligations to others which is the path of our national 
honour. This Hungarian policy has been sealed also by 
the blood of our National Defence soldiers fighting shoulder 
to shoulder with our friends; and we have done everything 
in our power in the great war of self-defence being fought 
by our Continent and by our country. A  foreign policy — 
like all other forms of policy — is based ultimately upon 
the readiness of the nation to make sacrifices. But the 
measure of those sacrifices is naturally limited by the 
possibilities to hand; for the sacrifices are not an object 
in and for themselves, —  the real object being to serve the 
nations’s interests. I have never lost sight of this cardinal 
standpoint; for that reason I am prepared to undertake 
only sacrifices which are in proportion to the nations 
resources.

“ Another feature of Hungary’s foreign policy is — 
European solidarity. W e  are a European people, a nation loyal 
to our Continent which during the whole course of its 
sublime and tragical history has at all times been the cradle  
of Christian culture and the vanguard of human progress. 
It was this European consciousness and this sense of a  
European duty that made us take up arms in 1941 to fight 
against the assault and the menace of Bolshevism. It was 
this consciousness and this sense of duty that stimulated  
us to fight in the defence of all that we regard as of value. 
The war we are carrying on is a war of self-defence, our 
sole interest being that we should be allowed to live in 
peace within our frontiers as one of those independent and 
self-governing European nations which desire to further the
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grand aims of human development within the framework 
of their own traditions, their own institutions and their own 
forms of life. Recently we have heead a good deal about the 
unviability of the small nations and about their not being 
entitled to live except under the shadow of the big nations 
—  in the spheres of interests of the latter, always deferring 
to the wishes of the mightier and more powerful. Hungary 
repudiates such an idea. Hungary professes the principles 
laid down in the declarations made most recently by the 
Axis statesmen which were most pregnantly and eloquently 
expressed only the other day in the statement made by the 
Italian Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs in which he 
stressed the inalienable right of the small nations to an 
independent existence.

“ We are fully aware that this right too —  like every 
other right —  involves obligations and a sense of duty; 
and we are quite prepared to undertake those obligations. 
The most important of these obligations is, apart from 
unswerving and unselfish loyalty, an understanding and 
respect for the legitimate rights of others. Of our 
consciousness of this obligation we have repeatedly given 
proof. We were the first to recognize the State of the 
Croatian nation —  which had historically too been always 
in existence —  and the State of the Slovak nation established 
after the First Vienna Award; and our one and only object 
is to be able to live with these States in peace and agreement 
and to co-operate with them in the work of furthering our 
common interests and conditions of subsistence. We are 
fully aware that the protracted symbiosis of our countries 
has resulted in creating, not only connections and ties, hut 
also differences. We must therefore endeavour to strengthen 
the ties binding us to one another and strive with reciprocal 
goodwill to eliminate all moments calculated to alienate us 
from one another. We must likewise endeavour to eliminate 
all the obstacles in the way of friendly relations with our 
other neighbours.

“The first matter to be mentioned by me in this
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connection is the nationality question — as a question which 
has been (and unfortunately still is) the most serious source 
of friction. Reciprocal respect for one another’s rights and 
humanity are the two principles best calculated to take the 
sting out of this question. We on our part are striving to 
carry those principles into practice in the spirit of the 
traditions represented in the land of St. Stephen by Sze- 
chenyi, Eotvos, Deak and more recently by my great 
predecessor in office, the late Count Paul Teleki of blessed 
memory. And there is — must be — understanding, 
humanity and tolerance, not only between the various 
nations, but between individuals speaking different langua
ges. And even if we take our stand on the purely practical 
plane of interest — an attitude which in political respects 
is unavoidable — , we shall nevertheless be able to establish 
that we and our neighbours have far more common interests 
than causes for reciprocal animosity.

“ It is no mere accident that we have all adhered to the 
Three-Power Pact. Our national individualities and our 
existence as States are menaced by the same dangers. If 
during ten centuries the various peoples living there were 
able to preserve their national peculiarities, even in periods 
when national feeling did not yet display the expansive force 
in evidence today and when the domination of the Magyars 
extended to the whole Basin of the Carpathians, it is very 
unlikely that they should today be capable of de-nationali- 
zing one another. The realization of this fact should suffice 
— without the help of other moments —  to minimize mistrust 
and prove the possibility of a practical application of the 
principle of “suum cuique” .

“ There is no chance of any lasting cooperation between 
the nations unless they reciprocally respect one another’s 
national peculiarities, and unless that end is served by the 
self-respecting sons of self-respecting nations. Even Corio- 
lanuses — the “ refugees” who have been "hurt to the quick” 
and are disappointed men — are incapable of achieving 
anything more than an eventual temporary ensuring of their 
own position, — particularly those of them whose past is
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overshadowed by a long series of crimes and omissions. It 
seems almost incredible that persons who are the political 
bankrupts of one of the darkest eras in the history of 
Hungary should now presume to speak in the name and on 
behalf of the Hungarian people. The lamentable actors in 
the tragedy of a collapse — the flotsam thrown to the surface 
for a brief period by our country's adverse fortune and by 
their own worthlessness — now, amid the surging waves 
of war, imagine that the time has come to raise their voices 
for the purpose of giving vent to their malicious hatred of 
their native land and paying homage to our bitterest enemies. 
These traitors to their country know that here in Hungary 
no one has any use for them; for that reasop they are 
endeavouring feverishly to court favour with the man 
primarily responsible for the injustices inflicted upon us in 
1919. The man I have in mind is Benes, formerly President 
of the Republic of Czechoslovakia, the evil genius of 
Trianon, who means more to Michael Karolyi, Charles 
Lonyay, Rustem Vambery and their fellows than the greatest 
figures and martyrs known to Hungarian history.

“ Only I cannot help feeling surprised that those who 
are still ready to listen to these men should be ignorant of 
the fact that they have not a single adherent in this country, 
—  not only no party or organization or even group behind 
them, but not a single person to take sides with them.
These traitors to their country are discredited “knights of
industry" blackballed by their own social classes even 
before they entered a political career for whom the people 
have nothing but contempt, or internationalist Jews ostraci
sed by their own race who never had anything in common 
with this country of ours. I am not speaking now as a 
politician, because politicians may simply ignore the role 
played by these living symbols of collapse and may content 
themselves with remembering what they were and have 
done. I am voicing the feelings of a Hungarian who will
never — never can — forget 1918 or the inglorious role
played by these men during and after the collapse of the 
Monarchy. The Hungarians have learned the lessons of 
1918, which they will never forget.
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“There is another fact to be established. There is not 
a word of truth in the assertions and allegations of these 
men and of the “ refugees” from the Little Entente States; 
those assertions are a pack of lies. Hungary has never taken 
an inch of land from any one. Hungary's thousand-year-old 
territory was dismembered by the Treaty of Trianon, part 
of the said territory being allotted to other States. Some of 
the detached areas have now been restored to the mother- 
country; others have not. Ten centuries of possession versus 
twenty years of possession by new owners! That is the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. Equally untrue 
is the charge of nationality oppression. If that were really 
so, — if we had really oppressed them during ten centuries, 
how can we account for the fact that our non-Magyar 
nationalities are living in this country stronger than ever 
numerically and in other respects too, in full possession of 
their national self-consciousness? The historical truth is, on 
the contrary, that Hungary is the only country which has 
ensured its nationalities the maintenance of their ethnic and 
national individuality, whereas the Western States all alike 
have absorbed the peoples of other race and language living 
under their rule.

“ We have no intention of interfering with the present 
state of things; we know and proclaim the need for co-opera
tion and peaceful symbiosis as between the peoples 
living in the Basin of the Carpathians; we are well 
acquainted with the natural conditions in which they live 
and with their economic interdependence: we regard a solu
tion of the problem of the Basin of the Carpathians on this 
basis as inevitable, though we cannot admit the possibility 
of any solution not based upon the foundations already 
referred to which does not ensure the greatest good of the 
peoples living here. Peace prevailed in the Basin of the 
Carpathians continuously so long as the forces of unity and 
harmony functioned there undisturbed. It was this state of 
equilibrium that was upset in 1918: and Beness attempts 
to mislead Europe today have the same object in view. 
There can be no peace until the forces of repulsion have
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ceased to act in the Basin of the Carpathians. It is a sine 
qua non of peace that the peoples of the Basin of the 
Carpathians should be of one mind and should develop 
their new ethnic and national existence in agreement with 
one another and within the limits prescribed by God and 
history and by the will of the people.

“ We are living in days of crisis. The war has reached 
a decisive phase and for that reason demands of every 
nation and indeed of every individual alike the greatest 
possible resolution to do its (his) duty. This is not only 
a political postulate; it is primarily and above all a ques
tion of moral conduct. Above all, it is imperatively binding 
upon us to remain true to ourselves, to our Magyarhood 
and to our unwavering Christian faith, that — despite all 
the sufferings that the war may bring upon us and despite 
all trials and ordeals —  we may never for a moment forget 
that Hungary must live and that the Hungarian people has 
a mission. It is by remaining true to ourselves that we shall 
be able to be true to others; we can be true only jin the 
Magyar manner. We are at war; and we shall fight this 
war to the end, because we desire to survive it, — because 
amid all the dangers that may encompass us we desire to 
hand over to our successors our inheritance —  the Hun
garian nation and the thousand-year-old Hungarian State. 
This State has always been European and will remain 
European, —  not only geographically, but morally and 
politically too. One thing is certain: the European idea, 
Christian civilization, must and will prove triumphant in 
this war; and this genuine European triumph will be our 
triumph too! It was in defence of this cause and of our 
own people that we joined hands with that Italy and that 
Italian people which were the first to offer us the right 
hand of friendship after the catastrophe of Trianon, and 
with their great leader, Mussolini, whom I recently had the 
honour of meeting in Rome, where I was able once more 
to convince myself of his understanding and sincere 
friendship; it is in defence of our own people and of the 
cause of Europe that we have taken sides with the German
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Empire and the statesman —  Hitler, Leader and Chancellor 
of Germ any —  responsible for breaking to pieces the 
Trianon fetters and thereby opening the way for an asser
tion of our historical rights, —  the statesman who is the 
only man capable of saving Europe from the horrors of 
Bolshevism.

“A n d  now I shall proceed to outline one or two of 
our internal political questions. The cardinal theses of our 
internal policy are the maintenance of internal order and  
tranquillity, the adjustm ent of economic questions as condi
tioned by the war situation, and the preservation of the 
nation’s faith and confidence. The question of the mainte- 
nanjce of internal order does not give us even the least 
anxiety. Those who think of 1918 or any of the other revolu
tionary or “ Putsch” movements, are liable to be visited by 
nightmares. A ll  I need say in this connection is that any  
attempt to cause an upheaval, no matter from which quarter, 
will be nipped in the bud with the utmost rigour. In this 
connection I must say a  word or two also about the so-called  
Left Party movements or rather the movement designated by 
the borrowed name of “ popular front” . A ll I need say is 
that there m ay be theorists capable of imagining a movement 
of the kind and that there are practical men who, by hinting 
at the possibility of a movement of the kind and painting 
ghastly pictures of its terrors, endeavour to give some sub
stance to their (probably also extremist) political activity.

“W h at is important now —  as I have so often stressed
—  is that all our forces should be concentrated on the 
equipment of our A rm y, on production and on the agenda  
which under war conditions it is so difficult to carry out,
—  above all the proper and fair distribution of necessaries. 
But we must not confine ourselves to the solution of the 
problems of today; we must think also of the problems of 
the future. In this connection I would like to say a few  
words concerning the question of laying down the foundations 
of Hungary's social future. In the course of history we have 
repeatedly anticipated the West. Volum es might —  and  
should —  be written on this question. In the period following
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the first Great War in particular important social measures 
were introduced in this country, —  measures keeping pace 
with, and in many cases anticipating, the social legislation 
of the other countries of Europe. This question I discussed 
exhaustively in my speech during the Appropriation Bill 
debate. The relevant material has been elaborated in detail 
and has appeared already in book form. I do not wish to 
assert that in Hungary social provision (welfare) and the 
social epuilibrium is exactly what it is in certain Western 
States. Unfortunately it is not. This is due, however, not to 
any lack of readiness on the part of the State or of those 
responsible for the direction of public affairs, but solely and 
exclusively to the fact that at the outset, as a consequence 
of our dependence upon Austria, political questions were 
given the preference, and that subsequently, after the first 
Great War, the havoc wrought by the war and the dismem
berment foisted upon us by the Treaty of Trianon resulted 
in the utter impoverishment of our country, so that — as 
a consequence of the economic world crisis which weighed 
particularly heavily on agrarian Hungary —  ve were quite 
unable (despite the best intentions and the utmost goodwill) 
to attain the social level the primary sine qua non of which 
is after all general wellbeing, the accumulation of wealth 
and a balanced development of the economic forces. In the 
last ten years too we have made enormous efforts in this 
field — as may be seen by a glance at all our Public Estimates 
for those years. I must however emphasise the fact that to 
develop the army, create and materially support social 
institutions, raise the standard of public welfare and carry 
on a war at one and the same time is — impossible. So far 
not a single nation or government in the world has been able 
to do that!!

"Hungarian social legislation must pave the way for the 
future. I am not in a position to deal exhaustively on the 
present occasion with these puestions; I would therefore, 
with your permission, merely enumerate a few of the ques
tions in respect of which the Government proposes to 
present Bills. These questions are: the organization of
agrarian health insurance, and the further development in
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other respects too of agrarian social insurance; the up-to- 
date further development of the statutes regulating the 
conditions of service and labour; the organization in cham
bers of industrial and commercial employees; the furtherance 
of the peaceful adjustment of disputes arising in respect 
of conditions of labour; the further development of the 
system of State labour exchanges; provision to enable per
sons with small incomes to make a proper use of their lei
sure time (e. g. resting, convalescence, recreation); the 
adjustment of the apprentice question in a manner in 
harmony with the development of our economic life; the 
further development of the legislation dealing with co-opera
tive societies, and in particular the drafting of the byelaws 
of co-operative societies engaged in agrarian production or 
formed for the purpose of renting leaseholds; the determina
tion of the maximum encumbrance chargeable on agrarian 
and forestry real estate; the furtherance of the security of 
credit and investments in certain branches of production; 
the prevention of an exaggerated splitting up by parcelling 
of agrarian estates; the furtherance of the building and 
repair of small family houses, of agricultural labourers' 
dwellings and of farm-servants’ dwellings; the further deve
lopment of the system of public guardians; further provi
sion to facilitate the subsistence of families with many 
children; the protection of the health and morals of domestic 
employees; a more effectual protection under criminal law 
of marriage, the family, children (already born or in being) 
and of all persons in need of care; the re-habilitation and 
restoration to society as workers of offenders capable of 
reformation; the enforcement to an increased extent of the 
principles of family protection when determining the scale 
of death duties and dues payable on gifts; etc. To all this 
must naturally be added the putting into force of the laws 
passed under our agrarian (landed property) policy scheme 
and the adaptation of the same to the war conditions, with 
due consideration for the lessons taught us by the war.

“ I should regard it as the crowning achievement of the 
work undertaken by me if it should fall to my lot to incor
porate in the Hungarian Code of Laws (Corpus Juris) the 
social legislation of Hungary.
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"I beg to announce that the Government has already 
taken its decision in the question of the adjustment of the 
price-level. I announce, further, that we are particularly 
concerned to ensure the standard of life of our public em
ployees and of industrial and agricultural workers engaged 
regularly in factories and other establishments, by an equi
table and adequate adjustment of their salaries and wages 
respectively.

"And now I would like to say a few words concerning 
one of the most difficult problems both of our economic and 
of our national life, — the Jewish question. There are many 
persons both abroad and at home who do not understand 
why the Jewish question worries us so much. These persons 
ignore the fact that there are probably more Jews living 
in Hungary than in the whole of Western Europe. Is there 
anything surprising, then, in the fact that every thinking 
Hungarian looks upon this question as one of his most 
important problems, whether regarded from the national or 
the social or the economic point of view? It is equally 
natural that we should endeavour to solve the problem. 
Measures of a provisional character appear necessary; but 
there is need also of a definitive solution. As I declared a 
year ago, that definitive solution cannot be anything more 
or less than expatriation or removal from the country 
on the largest possible scale, the moment conditions render 
such a procedure practicable. There can be no doubt that 
this must eventually ensue; and the sooner, the better. On 
the other hand, however, I cannot undertake — until the 
conditions and circumstances rendering such an action pos
sible are to hand, that is, until we know where to settle 
the Jews —  to keep this question continuously on the carpet 
and thereby to disturb the peace of the country. I announce, 
further, that Hungary will not deviate from the traditions 
of her historical past and will not today either indulge in 
experiments incompatible with her Christian culture and 
her conscience, or turn her back on the humanism which she 
has always shown, during the whole course of her history, 
in racial and denominational matters.”

Next the Hungarian Premier announced the taxation of 
war earnings and war profits, adding that he would intro
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duce draconian measures to safeguard the honesty of 
public life.

In conclusion the Premier added: —  "What I had at 
first merely believed, I now know by experience, —  that 
this people, this nation, will be able to stand its ground 
in the years and centuries to come. Our people’s energy 
is inexhaustible. Proofs of this have been given by all ranks 
of our agricultural and industrial labourers and by our 
civil servants alike. If we persevere and continue in the 
path which we have so far followed, —  if the nation does 
not lose its confidence in itself — , we shall survive. And 
we shall survive, for the nation has a Leader who has the 
whole nation as one man behind Him. Never has the Hun
garian nation stood so firmly and so united behind any one 
as it stands today behind our Regent. His faith is our surest 
pledge; His judgment the safeguard of our justice: and His 
strength is today the strength of the nation. God bless Him! 
(all present rise from their seats and enthusiastically cheer 
and applaud in token of their homage to the Head of thd 
State).

The Prime Minister's speech was received with a storm 
of enthusiastic applause. The Members of the Executive 
Committee, many hundreds of whom were present, showed 
their appreciation of what the Premier had said by giving 
him a most hearty ovation.
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M. ANTHONY ULLEIN-REVICZKY, MINISTER 
PLENIPOTENTIARY AND ENVOY 

EXTRAORDINARY, ADDRESSES HUNGARIAN 
LEGION A T REINCORPORATED NAGYVARAD

On May 30th. the Hungarian Legion arranged a festive 
gathering at Nagyvarad, to which M. Ullein-Reviczky, 
Minister Plenipotentiary and Envoy Extraordinary, 

delivered an address in which, inter alia, he made the fol
lowing statements: —

"It was with exceptional delight that 1 entered the town 
of St. Ladislas. The superb picture which I was privileged 
to see this forenoon reminded me of the day on which I 
was first in Nagyvarad. As long as I live, I shall never 
forget the day on which Nagyvarad and environs returned 
to our Hungarian fatherland, — the day on which the 
Regent, who has ensured the redintegration of our country, 
and on whom we invoke the blessing of the God of the 
Magyars, entered the city founded by St. Ladislas.

,,Comrades, this day is one on which it is exceptionally 
fitting to recall these memories; for it is heroes’ day. Is 
there any nation with a greater claim to celebrate heroes' 
day than the Hungarian, whose history is one long heroic 
epos? The Hungarian nation has always lived a heroic life. 
And what is heroism? An ideal conception. It is the devo
tion of all our material and moral forces to the service of 
patriotism, the most ideal of all ideal conceptions, — and 
a readiness to sacrifice our lives, if necessary, on the altar 
of patriotism. In the history of Hungary this ideal concep
tion permeates the ten centuries of that nation s existence. 
We were stimulated by the conception of patriotism already 
at the time of the Conquest, a thousand years ago. We 
acquired possession of our fatherland; but we did not take
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it from any one, for at that period there was no organized 
State in this territory, the first State of the kind having 
been that established by the Magyars. When this had been 
accomplished, the Magyars realized that they had to live 
in Europe. Their eyes were turned towards Rome; they 
embraced Christianity: and after adopting European civiliza
tion they undertook the defence of Christianity. When Batu 
Khan's hordes broke into the country and Batu summoned 
the King of Hungary to join him, assisting his racial kin 
and fighting jointly with them against the West, the Ma
gyars who had but recently embraced the Christian faith 
replied self-consciously and proudly that they refused. The 
Magyar people stood its ground honourably, preferring to 
sacrifice hundreds of thousands of its sons in the defence 
of the West and manfully doing its duty.

"W e stood on guard on the ridges of the Carpathians: 
and, so long as the Magyars stood there, Europe took it as 
a matter of course that it was their duty to defend Europe. 
When, during the twenty years of the Trianon period, 
others stood on the ridges of the Carpathians, they on their 
part took it equally as a matter of course that it was the duty 
of Europe to defend them! This is the difference between 
those who are fired solely by ideas and those who are 
anxious to derive only advantages and profit from the situa
tion. We defended the West: and what was our reward? 
Oppression, persecution, contempt! It was then that the 
Hungarians championed the cause of liberty and indepen
dence. The Magyars have never oppressed any one. No one 
lias ever waged a fight for independence and liberty against 
the Magyars; only the Magyars have fought for liberty 
against those oppressing them. We have never endeavoured 
to obtain wealth at the expense of others and have never 
coveted the property of others; but we have never yielded 
a jot in our insistence on the sacred idea of independence.
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"During the depressing days of Trianon suppression too 
we refused to yield. We need only have voluntarily renoun
ced our rights to secure all the material advantages which 
the mighty Great Powers were able to grant us. But the 
Magyars answered every temptation with a cry of “ No, 
No, Never!”  For this stubborn and unyielding defiance we 
expect to be rewarded by —  historical justice. We should 
not fritter away our energies wondering what the morrow 
has in store for us, but should endeavour to be such as we 
have been in the past; and then we shall hold our own, 
whatever the morrow may bring. It is a particular pleasure 
for me to be able to say this to my fellow-legionaries; for 
/  feel that it is the idea behind the Legion movement which 
is best calculated to strengthen this ancient Magyar outlook. 
W e have been soldiers, and are prepared, if required, to 
join the colours again. But, while we are engaged in the 
work of civilian life, it is our duty to assert the virtues 
acquired on the field of battle in civilian life too. In civilian 
life we are not merely workers, but are in the service of an 
eternal Magyar conception —  in every manifestation of our 
life alike.
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HUNGARY LEADS THE W A Y  IN SOCIAL W ELFA R E
PROVISION

Hungary is entitled to feel proud when establishing the 
fact that, whereas world empires of boundless expanse are only 
just beginning to discuss social insurance schemes (the mighty 
British Empire, for instance, is only just preparing to realize 
a system of old age insurance under the Beveridge Plan), she 
has for practically a hundred years been leading the way in 
social welfare questions.

Already in the ‘forties of last century, on the
suggestion of the great Hungarian politician and statesman, 
Francis Deak, Hungary incorporated in law Act XVIII. of 1840, 
which dealt with the legal status of factories and inter alia took 
under its protection children working in factories; —  at a time 
when there was no trace of any such humanitarian idea even in 
the great industrial States the Hungarian legislature had passed 
a law stipulating that children under twelve years of age could 
be employed only in factory work not injurious to their health 
which did not threaten to hinder their physical development, 
while other provisions prohibited the employment of children 
under sixteen years of age for more than 9 hours a day, that 
maximum period of 9 hours to include also an obligatory interval 
of rest of one hour a day. Already a century ago Hungary began 
the organization of her young manufacturing industry by insti
tutionalizing the protection of child labour. Already in 1875, 
long before any such measures were taken in many of the 
largest States, Hungary introduced humanitarian measures for 
the adjustment of the legal status of commercial and industrial 
employees; while the Industrial Act of 1884, apart from contain
ing equitable provisions relating to the period of notice of 
dismissal of journeymen and workers, provided also for the 
latter receiving free quarters, it being stipulated that in the 
event of such quarters being assigned them their employer should 
take care to provide healthy sites. Already in 1884 it was 
ordained that notices showing the order of work should be 
posted in the factories, the manufacturers being required already 
at that early period to establish and maintain at their own 
expense all health institutions and appliances and installations 
for the prevention of accidents necessary for the effectual protec
tion of the workers' lives and health. Decades before the con
clusion of the relevant international conventions —  long before
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any one had even dreamed of a League of Nations or an
International Labour Bureau — , the Industrial Act of 1884 
restricted night labour; while in 1908, in Act LIII., the Hun
garian legislature introduced legal measures prohibiting the
employment of women in night shifts. The provisions of the 
Industrial Act of 1884 which instituted an interval of rest during 
working hours, introducing a system of shifts for the relief of 
workers employed during the night, putting into force the
system of paying wages in cash and prohibiting the truck system 
of selling goods and spirituous liquors to employees, already 
sixty years ago announced that the Hungarian State was engaged 
in instituting far-reaching measures of social provision.

The year 1920 also introduced measures of a veritably
exemplary character relating to the period of notice of dismissal 
and to the compositions payable to clerks and officials in the 
employ of industrial and commercial undertakings. The measures 
relating to the institutionalization of the system of compositions 
in particular practically gave the cue to the whole of Europe. 
And when, in 1937, the Hungarian legislature incorporated in 
law the determination by Government of the minimum scales 
of wages and the system of paid holidays varying in length 
according to the rank or category of employment and to the 
period of service of the employee in question, it did actually 
set the example to the whole of Europe. The culminating stage 
in this activity was the drafting, during the term of office as 
Minister of Labour and Social Welfare of Dr. Joseph Vass, of 
two laws of paramount importance, —  Act X XL  of 1927 dealing 
with sickness and accident insurance and Act XL. of 1928 deal
ing with insurance against old age, disablement, widowhood and 
orphanhood: these two great laws anticipated by fifteen years 
many of the relevant schemes of foreign countries, not only 
affording exceptional facilities in respect of insurance against 
sickness and accidents, but also requiring the undertakings, 
plants, workshops, offices and professions subject to the obliga
tion of providing insurance against sickness to insure their 
employees against old age and disablement and the dependants 
of their employees against widowhood and orphanhood.

But the Hungarian legislature did not stop at this point 
in the work of far-reaching social provision. It anticipated the 
big agrarian States too when, in Act XII. of 1938, it provided 
for the obligatory insurance against old age of agricultural 
employees, stipulating that all agricultural labourers, farm 
servants, navvies, etc. over eighteen years of age should be 
insured, and introducing a system of annuities payable to every 
such employee after attaining the age of 65 and of relief payable 
after their death to their dependants. Act XVI. of 1939 extended 
these provisions also to the widows of agrarian employees, 
providing for the payment of widows' benefits or annuities.

38



P O L IT IC A L  M O S A IC

In the field of social insurance, therefore, by means of 
laws and ordinances anticipating the relevant measures of many 
other States, the Hungarian State laid the foundations of institu
tions benefiting commercial, industrial and agricultural em
ployees; and in the Social Insurance Institute, the Private 
Employees’ Insurance Institute and the National Agrarian 
Institute has created institutions of social welfare without 
parallel even in Great Britain or the United States of North 
America. It must be admitted, of course, that the material 
resources of Trianon Hungary were not favourable enough —  
and indeed that the situation of the territorially aggrandized 
country is not favourable enough either —  to permit of our 
attaining an ideal level of provision in respect of sickness 
benefits, annuities or other services of the kind; but there can 
be no doubt in respect of our goodwill: and it is equally indu
bitable that Hungary anticipated big world empires in creating 
the institutions and taking the decisions referred to. Hungary 
is therefore entitled to refer proudly to the fact that —  decades 
prior to the conclusion of the relevant international conventions 
—  she in many respects took the lead of a number of States 
which possess veritable industrial and agrarian armies and in 
which the bulk of the population is engaged in these branches 
of occupation. In view of the hostile propaganda that brands 
Hungary as a backward country with a medieval mentality, we 
feel impelled to call the attention of the outside world to these 
Hungarian laws as a means of correcting false impressions and 
of refuting the unfounded charges brought against Hungary.

CHAIR OF SERBO-CROATIAN LAN G U AG E TO BE 
INAUGURATED SHORTLY IN SZEGED UNIVERSITY

As a result of the liberation of the districts of Southern 
Hungary now re-incorporated in the mother-country a need has 
arisen for the establishment, in Szeged University, of a Chair 
of the Serbo-Croatian language. Already during the current 
academic year (1942—-43) the Faculty of Arts invited Dr. 
Ladislas Hadrovics, privatdocent in the Budapest University, to 
give lectures on Southern Slav linguistics, with particular 
reference to the Serbian and Croatian languages. Dr. Hadrovics 
has already begun his lectures, which have attracted a large 
number of students. Hadrovics was at the same time appointed 
Member of the Teachers' Examination Board; and next year 
students will be able to take examinations in the Southern Slav 
languages in the Szeged University.

The Faculty of Arts of the Szeged University simultaneously 
addressed a memorandum to the Minister for Worship and 
Public Education. The representations of the Faculty have been 
received by the Minister with the utmost goodwill; and there
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is every reason to hope that in the next budgetary year the 
Faculty of Arts of the Szeged University will have functioning 
under its aegis a Chair of Slavonic linguistics which will deal 
more particularly with the history of the Serbian and Croatian 
languages and with Serbo-Croatian literature. Such a Chair is 
badly needed, seeing that in the seven boys’ (Magyar) grammar- 
schools (gymnasia) and the four girls’ grammar-schools func
tioning in Southern Hungary Serbian and Croatian respectively 
figure in the syllabuses of the first four classes as an obligatory 
extraordinary subject and in those of the four upper classes as 
an ordinary subject. Serbian is being taught also in three com
mercial secondary schools, in an industrial secondary school 
and in the Ujvidek Teachers' Training College. These schools 
therefore need well-trained teachers able to give instruction in 
the two Southern Slav languages.

By this judicious and wise measure the Hungarian Ministry 
for Public Education has provided for the teaching of the 
Serbo-Croatian language as an obligatory subject also in those 
schools in the re-incorporated districts of Southern Hungary 
which use Hungarian as the language of instruction; the object 
in view when taking this measure was to provide that in time 
there should be available in Southern Hungary, in every branch 
of the public administration, a staff of officials able to treat in 
their own languages with the Serbians, Croatians, Bunyevaci and 
Shokaz living there, that being a sine qua non of the efficiency 
of local (parish, hundred and county) administration. In order 
to afford a complete picture of the historical background, it 
should however be noted that during the whole period (22.5 
years) of Yugoslav rule the Hungarian language was not taught 
in a single one of the secondary schools using Serbian as the 
medium of instruction, —  not even as an optional subject; nor 
did the Yugoslav Government think it necessary to establish a 
single Chair of Hungarian, —  no such Chair being organized 
even in the Belgrade University.

BUILDING OF S A J 6  C AN AL BEGUN
On June 17th., in the presence of the Regent, the works 

for the construction of the Sajo Canal were ceremoniously 
inaugurated. The building of the extensive network of Hunga
rian canals was begun in 1938, at Bekesszentandras, in the very 
heart of the Hungarian Lowlands. Since then the work of 
construction has been going on interruptedly. The object of this 
system of canals is not merely to improve communications and 
further irrigation, but also to link up the industrial districts 
surrounding the Great Lowland Plain. That was the origin also 
of the scheme for building the Sajo Canal. For the industrial 
district flanking the Sajo contains large deposits of coal, con
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siderable quantities of timber, limestone, stone and excellent 
gravel invaluable for building purposes; and the mobilization of 
these materials is a paramount economic interest of the sur
rounding districts, while at the same time supplying materials of 
vital importance for the building operations in progress in the 
Lowlands.

The construction of the Sajo Canal is to cost 40.000.000 
pengo and is to be completed in three instalments. First the sec
tion of the Sajo between the Tisza and Miskolc is to be ren
dered navigable to enable carriage by waterway to be begun 
on that section the moment it is ready. Then work will be under
taken to render navigable the sections above Miskolc. The 
canalization is to render the navigability of the Sajo sufficiently 
thorough to permit of it being navigated also by boats plying 
on the Danube and the Tisza. The construction of the Tisza- 
palkonya branch-canal has already made it possible to make a 
start with the carriage to the Lowlands of the valuable gravel 
obtained from the bed of the Sajo. The next section to be ren
dered navigable will be that between Nagycsecs and Zsolca, 
which will serve to considerably relieve the pressure on the local 
railway lines and highroads and will at the same time provide 
irrigation facilities. The last part to be completed will be the 
section between Zsolca and Miskolc and the building of the 
commercial harbour which it is planned to construct at Miskolc 
and which will be available in winter too.

The importance of the works now beginning may be judged 
by the fact that last year, in the Borsod coalfields situate in 
the valley of the Sajo, 5.000.000 metric quintals of brown coal 
were produced, while the forests produced 365.000 cubic metres 
of timber. It is expected that the construction of the first sec
tion will take 3 years; but, if conditions allow, operations will 
be as far as possible speeded up. In this manner the constructive 
work will once more mobilize fresh forces for the furtherance of 
the economic life of the country.
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BULGARIA
BULGARIA'S FOREIGN TRADE IN 1942.

Bulgaria's foreign trade in 1942 showed a material advance 
on the trade recorded for the previous year. The aggregate value 
of imports and exports combined amounted to 26.346.672.000 
leva — as against 19.473.136.000 leva in 1941.

The volume of the 1942 imports aggregated 585.518 tons 
(against 458.751 tons in 1941), the value of the imports being
12.928.574.000 leva. The increase in the value of the imports 
is to be attributed, partly to the advance in volume, but partly 
also to the rise in the prices of the goods imported. The 
average prices of the imports on arrival at the frontier showed 
an advance of 23.8%> on the corresponding prices recorded in 
1939. Of the total value of imports 5.869.700.000 leva (as against
3.170.000.000 leva in 1941) represented the value of consump
tion goods, 4.386.500.000 leva (as against 4.791.000.000 leva in 
1941) the value of capital goods, and 2.722.400.000 leva 
(as against 2.278.000.000 leva in 1941) the value of the raw 
materials required by industry.

The volume of exports in 1942 aggregated 521.031 tons (as 
against 459.544 tons in 1941), the value of the exports being
13.416.098.000 leva (as against 9.234,141.000 leva in 1941). The 
increase in the value of the exports is to be attributed partly 
to the advance in the volume of goods; but it was due also to 
the advance in the prices of the goods exported and partly to 
the fact that goods of a higher value were included among the 
exports.

Bulgaria’s foreign trade balance shows an excess of exports 
in her favour of 498.524.000 leva; while in 1941 there had been 
an adverse balance (excess of imports) to Bulgaria’s debit 
amounting to 1.004.854.000 leva,

CR O ATIA 'S BREAD-SUPPLY

If we take the density of population in Croatia as 60 
persons to the square kilometre and the extent of the land 
owned by agriculturists as 5.050.582 hectares, and compare these 
figures with the number of persons (5.600.000) living in Croatia, 
it becomes manifest that as soon as conditions in Croatia have 
become consolidated that country will be self-supplying.
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STRUGGLE AG A IN ST  INSECTS INJURIOUS  
TO AGRICULTURE

The struggle being carried on in Bulgaria against insects 
injurious to plants is considerably impeded by the great lack 
of efficacious insecticides. For that reason the Bulgarian 
Minister for Agriculture has requested the Minister of Educa
tion to instruct the school inspectors and head teachers and 
head masters to place the pupils of the schools at the disposal 
of the farmers for the purpose of exterminating the insects —  
in the absence of the requisite chemicals —  by hand. In the latest 
Bulgarian report on the crops reference is made already to the 
circumstance that preparations have been made in part to cope 
with the damage to orchards by insects, and that in places 
where no adequate quantities of insecticides are available the 
assistance of the school-children —  and, where necessary, of the 
local inhabitants generally —  is being recruited.

CROATIA

O R GAN IZATIO N OF B U LG A R IA ’S M ERCHANT FLEET

A  Bulgarian sea navigation company in which the State 
is very considerably interested, has been formed for the purpose 
of carrying on Bulgaria's sea-borne trade. The object of this 
company is to provide, by the formation of a merchant fleet, 
for the carrying on of Bulgaria’s sea-borne trade by means of 
a national mercantile marine. The Bulgarian Government and 
the economic circles of the country were induced to take this 
decision by the fact that a very considerable part of the country’s 
trade is carried on by sea. In 1939, the last year of peace, for 
instance, of the total volume of trade of 554.000 tons 247.000 
tons were exported from Bulgaria by sea-routes. In the same 
way, a large proportion of Bulgaria’s import trade is also 
carried on by sea; in 1939, for instance, out of a total volume 
of 389.000 tons of imports 129.000 tons reached Bulgaria by 
sea-routes, 196.000 tons having been conveyed on the Danube 
and 64.000 tons by rail. By the establishment of a national 
mercentile fleet the Bulgarian Government and the economic 
circles of the country desire to ensure Bulgarian economy the 
advantages accruing from the seaborne trade shown to be of so 
considerable a volume.
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HUNGARY

HUNGARY’S TRADE WITH HER SOUTHERN AND EASTERN
NEIGHBOURS

Hungary's foreign trade has during recent years shown a 
considerable development both of exports and of imports. 
During the past ten years the value of her exports has almost 
quadrupled, advancing from 334.5 million pengo in 1932 to 
1143 million pengo in 1942. During the same period the value 
of her imports almost trebled —  increasing from 329 million 
pengo in 1932 to 923 million pengo in 1942. During the (said 
period there was a material change in respect of the distribu
tion by countries of her exports. Her exports to Germany, for 
instance, which prior to the annexation of Austria (the “An- 
schluB") in 1938 had represented 27°lo of her total export 
trade and together with exports to Austria (18.3°/o) aggregated 
a quota of 45.7%, last year (1942) represented already a propor
tion of 55°/o (exports to the German Empire), apart from the 
quota of 4.4% representing exports to the Czech-Moravian 
Protectorate. The figures of her import trade also reflect the 
predominance of Germany, the quotas recorded for 1942 being 
52% ( Germany proper) and 3°/o (the Czech-Moravian Protecto
rate) respectively. The second in importance of Hungary's 
customers is Italy. It is no mere accident that the next places 
on the list (following Italy) were originally the industrial States 
of Western Europe, our southern and eastern neighbours having 
then been relegated practically to the last places on the list. 
However, there have recently been signs of a certain develop
ment in Hungary’s trade with these countries.

The participation of former Yugoslavia in Hungary’s export 
trade, which in 1936 was 2°/o only, advanced to 4.4% in 1940. 
The quota represented by Hungary's imports from Yugoslavia, 
which in 1936 had been 4.4%, advanced in 1939 to 4.8°/o and in 
1940 to 5.5%>. It is evident, therefore, that the trade with that 
country showed a rising tendency. The States that have succeeded 
Yugoslavia, Serbia and Croatia, on the other hand, in 1941 
supplied only 0.3% of Hungary’s imports; last year there was 
a slight advance in the quota of these countries —  to 0.7%. 
This is naturally comprehensible in view of the transitional 
conditions prevailing in those countries and of the difficulties 
incidental to the search after the most satisfactory adjustment 
of economic relations. Similar figures are in evidence on the 
exports side. Rumania in 1936 figured on the exports side with 
a quota of 4.8“/«; in the following years her quota was 4.3%, 
4.4%, 2.8%>, 2% and —  in the last two years —  0.1% respectively. 
On the imports side the quota claimed by Rumania shows the 
following development as from the year 1936, —  13.4°/o, 9.8%,
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9.8%, 5.9%, 3.9°/o, 0.6%>, only advancing again last year —*• to 
1.6%. The decrease in Hungary’s trade with Rumania is to be 
attributed only partly to the re-incorporation of Northern 
Transylvania, the large-scale decline being due to other causes 
not of an economic character. Bulgaria’s quota is even smaller 
than those of her immediate neighbours. On the imports side 
—  again as from 1936 —  her quota showed the following deve
lopment, —  0.7%, 0.5%, 0.8%, 0.9%>, 1.5°/o, 0.9%, 1.4%>. It was
therefore only during the war that the volume of Hungary’s 
imports from Bulgaria began to show an increase —  and that 
on a practically insignificant scale; as from 1940, however, the 
tendency of the trade with this country again began to decline. 
Bulgaria’s quota of Hungary's exports represented (as from 
1936) the following proportions, —  0.4%, 0.4%, 1.0%, 0.3%>, 
1.l°/o, 1.9% and 2% respectively. The tendency of Hungary's 
export trade to Bulgaria, therefore, would appear to be a 
rising one; but, particularly in the war years, it has been of 
a very fluctuating character. Special mention is due to the 
figure relating to the young State of Slovakia, which of 
course relate only to the last three years. 1940 was the first 
year of Slovakia's existence as an independent State. In that 
year Slovakia claimed a quota of Hungary s imports of 3.3°/o, 
her quota being in the following years 3.1% and 3.2% respec
tively. Hungary's principal imports from Slovakia are wood and 
timber. Hungarian exports to Slovakia in the three years in 
question represented 2.6°/o, 2.2% and 3% respectively of Hun
gary's total export trade. The principal goods exported from 
Hungary to Slovakia are wine, fruit and industrial goods (manu
factured goods).

RUMANIA
FLAX, HEMP AN D COTTON BUREAU ESTABLISHED  

IN RU M ANIA

In order to further and assist the production of flax, hemp 
and cotton and for the purpose of collecting the production and 
distributing it among the factories engaged in the manufacture 
of those products, as also of controlling imports and exports, 
by Edict published in the Official Gazette the authorities have 
established a flax, hemp and cotton bureau.

SLOVAKIA

THE N EW  SLO VAK -ITALIAN QUOTA-AGREEM ENT

The economic negotiations between Slovakia and Italy have 
resulted in the conclusion of a quota agreement. According to 
a report published in the "Grenzbote”, of the Slovak import
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quota representing a value of 400 million crowns, last year 
only the quotas of textiles and textile raw materials (represent
ing a total value of 300 million crowns) were utilized to the 
full, and in consequence the object of the negotiations just 
completed was to place trade between Slovakia and Italy on 
a sounder basis (more in keeping with realities) more exactly 
corresponding to the actual needs of the two countries. In order 
to attain this object the quotas of the several categories of 
goods have been reduced. A s a consequence — according to the 
report published in the “Grenzbote” — the volume of the 
aggregate trade between Italy and Slovakia is to be reduced 
from 800 to 600—700 million crowns. During the negotiations, 
exports too played an important role; and —  once more accord
ing to the “Grenzbote" —  the negotiations relating to prices 
led to a raising of the price of cellulose, while the increase in 
the price of Slovak sawn timber has been fixed in proportion 
to the latest German supplement.

SITU ATION OF M AN U FACTU R IN G  INDUSTRY  
IN EASTERN SLO VAK IA

Since 1938 there has been a constant increase in the number 
of persons employed in the mining industry, which today employs
13.000 workers — that being an advance of 50% over the number 
recorded for 1938. Of the number of workers employed one- 
third are employed in Eastern Slovakia. The output of iron ore 
in Eastern Slovakia is slightly less than in the previous year. 
The production of manganite shows an increase of 15%. The 
Batizfalva artificial thread factory is working at full capacity. 
The Kesmark cotton and flax products factory has to contend 
with difficulties in respect of the procural of raw materials, 
though it has at its disposal 200 wagonloads of inland flax. 
There are several large linen factories in working in Eastern 
Slovakia; the largest is that at Szecso, which employs 100 hands. 
The Prakfalva iron foundry has increased its share capital by 
100%; it shows a favourable degree of employment and in doing 
a brisk foreign trade. With favourable marketing possibilities 
available, the operations of the lime-kilns are of a satisfactory 
character. The brick factories have been able to dispose of 
their products on favourable terms. The Eperjes factory manu
facturing calendars for advertising purposes is provided with 
raw materials. Owing to a shortage of raw phosphates the 
chemical works producing artifical fertilisers are only able to 
exploit 40% of their capacity. The potato-starch factories are only 
able to utilise a small percentage of their capacity; one of these 
factories has begun to manufacture wheat-glue for the use of 
shoemakers. The Eperjes chickory (coffee-substitute) factory,
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which was established in 1940, has modernized its plant and 
shows favourable results on its operations. The output of the 
breweries in Eastern Slovakia is also on a normal level. The 
number • of factories in Eastern Slovakia engaged in the manu
facture of "brinza" (a kind of cream-cheese) has been reduced 
from 11 to 7; the quota of the annual production of these 
factories is some 250.000 kilogrammes. The Toketerebes sugar 
refinery has closed its season with satisfactory results,

THE DEVELOPMENT OF SLO VAK PRODUCTION IN THE
Y E A R  1942.

The “Grenzbote” publishes a report dealing with the situa
tion of production in Slovakia; in illustration of that situation 
the paper inter alia establishes that, as compared with the 
previous year, there was a considerable advance in the Treasury 
receipts accruing to the State in connection with production. 
The yield of the earned income tax, for instance, increased dur
ing that year by 25% and that of the investment income tax by 
15°/o. The big joint-stock companies in 1942 paid under the 
head of taxes 75% more than in the previous year. Another 
moment which, according to the opinion of the “Grenzbote” , 
points to an enhancement of production, is that the freight 
traffic of the Slovak railways shows a rising tendency. The 
volume of the inland freight traffic advanced from 549.000 
truckloads in 1941 to 567.000 truckloads in 1942, the aggregate 
goods traffic of the railways having increased during the same 
period only from 736.000 to 737.000 truckloads, —  a circum
stance due to the volume of Slovakia’s foreign trade having last 
year shown a declining tendency. The output of the Slovak 
mining industry in 1942 also maintained on the whole the level 
recorded for the previous year, shiftings in the volume of the 
output of varying importance being in evidence only in certain 
branches of that industry. The outlay on investments in com
munications advanced from 550 million crowns in 1941 to 600 
million crowns in 1942. In the last two years the value of 
private investments rose almost to 2000 million crowns; the 
bulk of the investments were effected for the purpose of mo
dernizing the production of the manufacturing industry.

SERBIA
CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES IN SERBIA

In the period between the two Great Wars —  according 
to the co-operative statistics —  the number of co-operative 
societies functioning in Serbia was roughly 5400. However, the 
bulk of these co-operative societies existed on paper only
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and were not actually engaged in any economic activity. The 
co-operative societies are members of 14 co-operative unions', 
but these 14 unions, which in respect of economic activity for
med separate units, were only in part economic organs. The 
great majority of the co-operative societies —  altogether some 
2500 —  were the organs of village farmers, their activity being 
distributed according to the respective branches among 6 central 
co-operative unions, —  credit, animal-breeding, apiary, industrial, 
agricultural, and forestry unions. Owing to the specific condi
tions prevailing in Serbia, the co-operative societies were 
established, not only for agricultural, but also for cultural, 
hygienic and social purposes. In addition to credit and purchase 
and sale co-operative societies we find in Old Serbia, for 
instance, societies for providing medical treatment. The work 
of the cultural co-operative societies was based upon the na
tional divergences. In this way the co-operative system served 
in economic respects to counterbalance the disadvantages result
ing from the splitting up of the small holdings, to make up the 
deficiencies of animal-breeding in hygienic respects, and culturally 
to foster national self-consciousness.

All this many-sided activity might have proved extremely 
beneficial, had the whole co-operative system not been permeated 
with politics. After the collapse of Yugoslavia there was not 
much sense in all the political quidnuncism. The new totali
tarian Serbian Government was unable —  alike from political 
and from economic considerations —  to tolerate the establish
ment of co-operative societies on this basis. The chief reason 
why it objected economically to such a procedure was that the 
Serbia which was starving and improverished sadly needed a 
systematic economy organized under a strong central direction; 
while politically, in the precarious situation in which Serbia 
found herself, the more or less irresponsible conduct of the co
operative societies might easily have proved fatal. In the May 
of the present year a measure was introduced by Government 
suspending the autonomy of the co-operative societies; under 
the new Order in Council the heads of the co-operative unions 
have been appointed by Government: and these persons are 
responsible to Government for the work of the co-operative 
societies and for seeing that those societies carry on their busi
ness in harmony with the comprehensive scheme drafted by 
Government. By these means the older Serbian co-operative 
societies are being organically dovetailed into the new systematic 
economy of the country.
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B U D A P E S T .
M U N I C I  P A L  M I N E R A L  
B A T H S  A N D  S P R I N G S

ST. GELLERT MEDICINAL BATHS AND 
HYDROPATHIC ESTABLISHMENT

Radio-active thermal springs, 47° C. Firstrate hotel 
with 260 bedrooms. Special prices for full treat
ment Effervescent swimming-pool. Medical treat
ment. Modern equipment.
Address: Szt. Gellert-ter 1., Budapest, XI. 
Telephone-: 268-800.

RUDAS MEDICINAL BATHS AND HYDRO
PATHIC ESTABLISHMENT

Thermal pool and radium baths. Modern hydro
pathic establishment. Dietetic catering. Special 
inclusive terms. Indoors swimming-pool.
Address: Dobrentei-ter 9. Budapest.

SZECHENYI MEDICINAL BATHS
Sulphuric thermal water, 76° centigrade, springing 
from a depth of 1238 metres. Psychotherapy 
department with modern equipment.
Address: Varosliget Budapest.

DRINKING CURES

The Hungaria, Attila and Juventus radio
active springs in the Rudas Park. Splendid 
results in cases of kidney, stomach, intestine and 
gall troubles, high blood pressure and premature 
old age. Ask your doctor!


