
P O L I T I C A L  M O S A I C

SOCIAL ACHIEVEMENTS IN HUNGARY
On 6th August 1940 the Act of Parliament establishing 

the General Family Protection Fund was incorporated in 
the Hungarian Statute book. Since that date great 
results have been achieved by the organization formed, not to 
dole out alms, but to raise the economic, moral and educational 
level of the classes most in need of a helping hand. It is not 
individuals, it is families with many children that receive aid, 
and the form it takes is not momentary relief, but the provision 
of material means to enable worthy families to turn their 
capacity and willingness to work to good account and give them 
a place in the productive work of the nation. The people to 
benefit by this institution are decent, needy fathers of large 
families who are not in a position to obtain the credits required 
to give them a start in life. Their need is determined by the 
social workers who examine their financial circumstances. From 
this point of view a large family is one with at least four 
children under the age of 18.

An important function of the Fund is the building of 
family houses, which as regards their interior arrangements 
are practical and hygienic, while in externals they conform to 
the architectural traditions of the region. In the villages these 
houses are built on sites of about half a yoke in size, which 
allows their occupants to do some market-gardening. If the 
house is not built on a site belonging to the family in question, 
they are regarded as tenants until the loan has been repaid. 
Loans may be repaid within 30 years’ time, and a reduction 
of 10°/o is allowed for the fourth and every subsequent child.

The families receiving assistance from the Fund can 
also count on help from the public welfare co-operatives. They 
also assist each other, especially in cases of child-birth, when 
they render each other all the help possible. The public welfare 
co-operatives lend money for the purpose of enlarging houses 
or finishing buildings already begun. Market-gardening is also 
being organized, and the necessary seeds, plants and tools are 
being provided. The work of the co-operatives is organically 
linked up with the activities of the Ministry of Agriculture.

Wherever it is possible, the co-operatives organize groups 
of tenants or settlers and provide them with the required live 
stock and farming implements, as well as with working capital. 
The distribution of animals is also a great help. Tenants, for
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instance who have no horses or oxen of their own, receive 
horses and carts. Payment for them, which in the case of 
large animals must take place in from 3 to 5 years and in 
from 6 months to 2 years in the case of smaller ones, may be 
made in money or in kind. Another common form of assistance 
is to provide the farmers with agricultural machines. The public 
welfare co-operatives also assist cottage industries and retail 
shopkeepers.

One of the most important functions of the Fund 
is to provide marriage loans, which may be applied for by 
engaged couples under the age of 32 and of Aryan stock, 
provided their joint possessions do not total the value of 5000 
pengo. Repayment consists of a monthly contribution of 1% 
of the sum borrowed, from which a substantial reduction is 
allowed for each child born. The Fund provides free milk 
and sugar for children, free lunches, day nurseries and holiday 
homes, and organizes various courses. When loans are being 
paid back, the fathers of large families receive the same reduc
tion as do the recipients of houses.

SZERETFALVA— DEDA RAILW AY LINE BUILT BY DINT 
OF SUPERHUMAN EFFORTS OPENED TO TRAFFIC

In December 5th., in the presence of M. Nicholas de 
Kallay, Prime Minister, and several Members of the Cabinet, 
as well as of other notabilities and official delegations, the 
Regent inaugurated the Szeretfalva— Deda railway line. After 
the solemn ceremony of inauguration M. Joseph Varga, Minister 
for Industry, expressed his gratitude to the Regent and the 
Government for having facilitated the construction of this 
exceptionally important railway line. The building of this 
railway branch line had been one of the greatest achievements 
of engineering of recent decades.

It is now possible to travel from Budapest to Sepsiszent- 
gyorgy by through train.

Constructive work was begun immediately after the re
incorporation of the northern part of Transylvania. As represen
tatives acting on behalf of M. Varga, Minister for Commerce, 
Industry and Communications, the late vitez Stephen de Horthy, 
then President and General Manager of the Hungarian State 
Railways, and Secretary-of-State Paul Algyay, made a tour 
of inspection in the districts involved, and after having surveyed 
the territory chosen for the purpose, submitted to the late 
Count Paul Teleki, then Prime Minister, a draft report compris
ing all the alternative possibilities of railway construction 
required. It was immediately decided that a line covering the 
relatively short distance between Szeretfalva and Deda must be 
built in order to provide for the trunk line of Szeklerland being
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organically connected with the general railway system of the 
country. For the frontier line demarcated by the Vienna Award 
made on August 30th., 1940, had cut off the connecting railway 
line, the result being that the passenger traffic —  though more 
particularly the goods traffic —— of Szeklerland could only be 
carried on with the greatest difficulty. The line which it was 
proposed to build was to join the main line between Kolozs- 
var, Des and Beszterce, at the station of Szeretfalva, whence 
it was to proceed for 48 kilometres through the "Mezoseg" 
(savannah) region, joining the trunk line of Szeklerland at the 
station of Deda in the valley of the Maros.

In pursuance of instructions issued by the Government a 
beginning was made at once with the works required. And 
today, when we look back at the two years which have just 
passed, it seems almost incredible that, despite the exceptionally 
formidable obstacles impeding the work of construction, the 
building of the railway line should have been successfully 
completed and the line opened to traffic within so short a 
period. (It should be noted, en passant, that under ordinary 
circumstances the work of planning and of making prepara
tions for the building of a single railway line itself usually 
takes more than two years.) It goes without saying that, it 
being a question of the interests of the Szekler people, all 
factors alike made it their sole object to ensure that the 
railway loop line should be ready and in service by the 
autumn of 1942.

And, as we see, the line is ready.
And now we would deal briefly with the formidable 

difficulties that impeded the work of building the railway line 
between Szeretfalva and Deda. The soil of the "Mezoseg” 
region, through which the line had to pass, is referred to also 
by foreign experts as a typical and well-known example of the 
so-called "sliding” (spongy) soils. This soil is absolutely 
unsuitable for the construction of embankments; so much so, 
indeed, that in many places the lower layer of soil too had 
to be removed, seeing that it would not have been able to 
carry the embankment.

Before there could be any talk of throwing up the railway 
embankments, the sliding hillsides had to be bound and made 
firm by the aid of subterranean desiccative adits and a network 
of infiltration galleries. These infiltration galleries were built 
as required over a total length of more than 34.000 metres 
at a depth of 10— 14 metres. The railway line over a consi
derable proportion of its total length runs through intersecting 
valleys where exceptionally high embankments (in many places 
twenty metres in height) and cuttings had to be constructed: 
and this all rendered necessary the removal of almost 3.000.000 
cubic metres of earth. The clayey soil in periods of rainfall
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develops a character making it impossible to carry out any 
works, of whatever nature. Last year, for instance, the total 
number of working days for earth work operations was only 71.

There were practically no building materials to be had 
anywhere in the vicinity of the route to be taken by the line 
under construction. All the materials had to be transported 
from considerable distances, first by railway, and then by road, 
to the place where the work of building was in progress. Before 
any work whatsoever could be begun, in order to render trans
port possible and to facilitate approach to the route of the 
new line, the completely impassable highroads (sadly neglected 
during the twenty-two years of Rumanian rule) had first to 
be re-built over a length of fifty kilometres; a large number 
of highway bridges had to be constructed: and new roads more 
than 15 kilometres in length had to be built.

Extremely valuable information is contained in another of 
the figures relating to the new railway: the waterways inter
secting the railway line altogether fifty kilometres in length are 
crossed by no fewer than 190 bridges of varying spans, the 
same including 4 viaducts and 6 large iron bridges. Two tunnels 
had also to be bored underneath the passes crossing the hills. 
Nor was it an easy task to plan and carry out the construction 
of the 160 buildings required for the purposes of official 
premises and dwelling-houses for the personnel.

Special organization was needed to provide for the accom
modation of the exceptionally large army of workers —  at 
times 25— 27.000 in number —  employed in the work of build
ing the line. On certain sections of the line veritable independent 
settlements were established consisting of barrack dwellings and 
other buildings. In these war-years it was also an exceptionally 
difficult business to ensure the adequate provisioning of 
the many thousands of navvies employed on the permanent way. 
The number of working days recorded in connection with the 
construction of the line was as follows: —  2.500.000 in the 
case of day-labourers, 2.800.000 in that of navvies, and 600.000 
in that of skilled workers engaged on sundry jobs, —  that 
being a total of 5.950.000 working days, calculated on the basis 
of a ten hour working day. The permanent way works gave 
occupation continuously to an army of 27.000 workers.

By October 11th., 1942, the work of construction was so 
far advanced that the rails coming from the two opposite direc
tions met that day in the middle of the new line, the normal- 
gauge railway connection with Szeklerland having therefore 
been definitively effected on that day. And the embedment in 
gravel of the permanent way was very shortly so far advanced 
that early in November it proved possible already to start the 
running of goods trains carrying consignments of merchandise 
and measurement goods to and from Szeklerland.
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MAGYAR AUTHORS OF SLOVAKIA
Anyone who follows with attention the life of the Magyar 

nation as a whole must be arrested by the work of the Magyar 
authors of Slovakia. They are the mouthpieces of the intellec
tual elite of the Magyar minority in that country. Their feeling 
of unity is, if possible, greater even than it was during the years 
of Czecho-Slovak oppression. Their literary works, which are 
published in a series entitled “Literary Publications of the 
Magyars of Slovakia", are praiseworthy evidence that those 
writers have learned the first lesson taught by their lot as a 
minority, and are doing their best to eliminate from public life 
everything tending to destroy the unity of the Magyars.

In every branch of literature the writers best fitted for 
their tasks, most of them young people, are at work. The 
tone of that literature is grave on the whole, but it reveals 
faith in justice and in victory. Much self-discipline is displayed, 
and a sense of the truth of Count Esterhazy s words, who said: 
—  “We must work not only for our own nation, but also in 
the interest of Europe.”

Among those authors are some who have long been 
recognized workers in the sphere of Magyar minority literature: 
Elizabeth Asguthy, Anna Pozsonyi, Alexander Kelenbery, Louis 
Klimits, Nicholas Pall, Charles- Szereday, and others. Then 
there are others whose names have only recently become 
known: Maria Cotelly, Charlotte Hevessy, etc.

The headquarters of Magyar literature are in Pozsony. 
It is there that Magyar writers meet in brotherly friendship. It is 
there that these noble aims are encouraged by Ladislas Aixinger, 
Norbert Zolyomi Duka. Alexander Kbrnyei, Violet Kiss, Emery 
Mayer, Louis Stelczer and Tibor Thuroczy. Their works are 
published by the "Litera" printing-press, which thus spreads 
Magyar culture in the Slovak capital.

It is not a question of being "content with little in times 
of need", for judged by the most serious literary standards the 
Magyar writers of Slovakia come up to the mark. Proof of 
this is afforded by two books recently published: The Life of 
the Magyars in Slovakia and an Anthology of Works by 
Magyar Authors. “In muffled tones they know how to speak 
intelligibly and encouragingly to their readers about the lot of 
the Magyars” —  was said of them by Francis Sziklay, one of 
the best authorities on the question of literature in Slovakia 
and Upper Hungary. During the era of Czech oppression the 
writers of Upper Hungary represented a united and robust 
force in Magyar literature, and now the work of the minority 
Magyar writers in Slovakia reveals the same noble aims and 
reaps the same well-deserved success.
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