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The growing interest with which our ethnographers and 
archaeologists are turning towards the past of the 
Bulgarian nation has led to a rejection of the hitherto 

prevalent idea that only one single type of civilization — 
Bysantine culture —  existed in the Near East and the 
Balkans.

I.

Shortly after its establishment the young Bulgarian 
State —  in which the conquering Turks soon became assi
milated by the conquered Slavs —  began to threaten 
Byzantium’s monopoly of trade with Western Europe. Thus 
in 716 A. D. the Empire was forced to sign a treaty promis
ing to pay an annual tribute and cede further Byzantine 
territories to Bulgaria, in order to ensure the passage of its 
wares towards the West. Not content with acquiring Byzan
tine (i. e. south-eastern) territory, Krum Khan, who 
succeeded Asparuk, the leader of the Bulgars who first 
occupied Bulgaria, shifted the centre of gravity of his policy 
towards the West; and after taking first Sofia (then SerdikaJ 
and later on Nish and Belgrade, he turned against the 
remnants of the empire of the Avars that had been conquered 
by the Frankish emperor. Thus the entire area through which 
the main route of Byzantine trade with the West ran came 
under Bulgarian rule. Not only were Sofia, Nish and Belgrade 
brisk centres of Bulgarian commeroe, the same was also true 
of Pest. In 804 the Bulgars also took possession of the Ba- 
nate, and the Greek Oriental Church inaugurated a campaign 
of proselytizing in that region. Proof of this is afforded, not 
only by the so-called “Treasure of Attila” , a relic of Bul-
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garian origin, but also by records of the activities of two 
Bulgarian monks from Thessalonica, St. Cyril and St. Metho- 
de, who traversed the whole of the Danube Basin converting 
the inhabitants to the Greek Oriental faith.

A translation of the Holy Scriptures in the Macedonian 
Bulgaro-Slav dialect made in 865 by these two monks and 
written in Glagolitic letters resembling those in use in 
Byzantium, not only became the foundation of the Old Bul
garian literary language, but also found its way into every 
part of the Slav world.

After the deaths of St. Cyril and St. Methode (in 869 
and 885 respectively) their disciples were forced to leave 
the Slav Moravian Empire, shaken in its foundations by the 
attacks of the Germans under Swatopluk and of the Ma
gyars, to become later on in succession the chief saints of 
the Bulgarian national church. The Bulgarian Khan Boris, 
who was baptized in the presence of the Greek Emperor, 
despatched St. Clement, Methode's eldest disciple, to 
Ochrida in Macedonia, where he established so flourishing 
an ecclesiatical and intellectual centre that Boris's son and 
successor Simeon appointed him to be the first Cardinal of 
Ochrida. St. Naum, another of Methode's disciples, was 
made Cardinal-Vicar, and a monastery bearing his name 
which still exists was established on the shore of Lake 
Ochrida. Boris himself at the close of his life retired to a 
monastery. The circumstance that to make good the loss of 
the region between the rivers Danube and Tisza and of 
the Banate the frontiers of the country were extended as 
far as the Adriatic, explains why, although belonging to the 
Byzantine Church, Bulgaria also maintained intercourse 
with Rome. Oscillation between Rome and Byzantium cha
racterizes the rule of Simeon, one of the greatest scholars 
of his age, who left behind him his famous encyclopaedia the 
“Zbornik” . He extended the frontiers of Bulgaria as far as 
Laibach and the Black Sea town of Messemvila, and declar
ing himself equal in rank with the Greek Emperor, adopted 
the title of “ Czar" as a form of the Latin "Caesar” . He had 
his crown brought from the Pope in Rome, not from 
Byzantium, and established the Bulgarian Patriarchate at
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Preslav, where the splendid ruins of his beautiful palace are 
still to be seen.

This unexpected expansion of the Bulgarian Church and 
Bulgarian culture towards the East, Byzantium naturally 
considered as an international outrage, The gauntlet was 
taken up by Basilios II, a man of ascetic habits and unbend
ing spirit who had been hammered hard by sojourn in 
Bulgarian captivity and who now entered into a life and 
death struggle with his former captors, The struggle, in 
which the fortune of war fluctuated, lasted for four decades, 
for every now and then Samuel broke out of the fastnesses 
of the Balkan mountains with fresh hosts. But in 1019 the 
Bulgarian army was annihilated on the field of Strumitza, 
and with its defeat Bulgarian independence was lost. For 
nearly two centuries the Bulgarian areas were administered 
as a “ thema" or province of Byzantium; the Patriarch of 
Ochrida was degraded to the rank of a Metropolitan, and 
the diocese of Kiev naturally came under the jurisdiction of 
the Byzantine Patriarchate.

But in Tirnovo, in 1186, two scions of the Sisman clan, 
Peter and Assert, took up arms against the rule of Byzan
tium with the help of Wallachians who kept on arriving from 
the south in ever larger groups. They also tried to enlist 
against Byzantium the aid of Frederick Barbarossa, Emperor 
of the German Roman Empire, who was marching through 
the country with his Crusaders. The ruler of the Western 
Christian world, however, refused to aid the Greek Oriental 
Bui gars and Wallachians. Peter and Assen paid with their 
lives for their temerity in leading their armies single- 
handed against Byzantium. Their younger brother Kalojan 
looked for aid to Rome and professed himself willing to 
join the Roman Catholic Church with all his people, if Rome 
recognized his claim to the title of Czar. The Legate of 
Pope Innocent III arrived with magnificent coronation 
emblems at Tirnovo and invested Bishop Vasil of that town 
with the title of Primate of Bulgaria. Just then the Greek 
Empire was overthrown by the knights of the Fourth 
Crusade. The new Latin Emperor of Canstantinople, Balduin, 
and the Crusader ruler of Thessalonica, Bonifatius Monfer-
8



BULGARIAN CIVILIZATION PAST AND PRESENT

rati, lost their lives fighting against the Bulgarians, and it 
was only the death of Kalojan, connived at by his Cumanian 
wife, that saved the towns of the Bosphorus and the Aegean 
Sea from falling into Bulgarian hands.

Owing to the spread of sectarian doctrines the cult of 
Bogumiiism, so called after its founder, a priest named 
Bogumil, raised its head in Bulgaria, spreading thence all 
over Southern Europe and even reaching the south of 
France, where “as the parent of the Waldensean and 
Albigensian movements, it became in reality the herald of 
the Reformation." While urging a return to the ancient sim
plicity of the Christian faith, in a social sense this sect 
preached the principles of pure anarchy, rejecting the idea 
of authority and even denying the right of the State to 
exist at all. Kalojan’s son, Jovan Assen (1218— 1241), who 
married the daughter of the Hungarian king, Andrew II, 
re-united under his sceptre the great empire of Simeon, and 
by means of laws dealing with the development of commerce 
and industry succeeded in raising the country to a high 
level of prosperity. Thanks to his lavish expenditure on 
building and to the presence at his court of foreign 
scholars and men of distinction, Tirnovo became a formidable 
rival of Byzantium, When, however, Jovan refused to obey 
the Pope and rescind his laws according full liberty to all 
religions — which in practice led to a further spread of 
Bogumiiism —  the Pope excommunicated him, and ordered 
the Hungarian king Bela IV to execute the sentence of ex- 
communication. The Mongol inroads prevented a clash 
between the royal brothers-in-law; but the conflict with the 
Pope continued to weigh heavily on Jovan Assen and 
hamper him in a rule which had begun so auspiciously. For 
the Pope refused to allow the excommunicated Czar of 
Bulgaria to act as guardian of the infant Latin Emperor, 
and when in alliance with the opposition in Byzantium and 
with the Emperor of Nicea he twice besieged the town, the 
navies of the Italian towns were despatched to relieve it.

Incessant wars, the conflict with Rome and the 
subversive influence of Bogumiiism and the teachings of 
other sects, slowly deprived Bulgaria of her moral and
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material energy. Intellectually and economically she came 
increasingly under the influence of Byzantium. As always 
and everywhere during the Middle Ages, it was the Church 
that exerted the greatest influence, and the State’s conquests 
began in the monasteries. The stronghold of the Byzantine 
Church was the mount of Athos, a hill rising at the most 
easterly point of the three-fingered Chalcidice Peninsula, 
which to this day may be considered one of the greatest 
and most ancient depositaries of the records of human 
culture. Already in the eleventh century there were no 
fewer than 100 Greek monasteries on that hill, in which 
about 3000 monks were engaged in compiling year-books 
and chronicles, writing songs and poetry, translating and 
copying manuscripts, composing Church music and cresting 
ecclesiastical works of art. One of these monasteries ( at 
ZografJ soon became the sole property of Bulgarian monks, 
who were then admitted to the Russian and Serb monasteries 
on the "Holy Mountain".

Education was also provided in the Bulgarian monaste
ries. The subjects taught were mainly reading and writing, 
a smattering of arithmetic, religious legends and the 
ritual of Divine Service. With the spread of Bogumilism 
and mysticism in the fourteenth century the number of 
monastery schools increased. The most famous of them was 
the school in Southern Bulgarian presided over by Gregory 
Sinaiti, where Bulgarian, Serb and Greek candidates for 
the priesthood studied dogma and religious philosophy. At 
Kilifarevo near the splendid city of Timovo a pupil of 
Sinaiti’s named Theodosius opened a similar school, which 
was attended chiefly by Magyar, Serb and Wallachian 
students.

By this time the political effects of Bogumilism and 
the spiritual influence of Byzantium began to make them
selves felt in Bulgaria, from which in 1330 the Serbs 
wrested the northern part of Macedonia, while the Greeks 
took possession of the region round Lake Ochrida. Dismem
bered Bulgaria refused to enter into an alliance either with 
the Serbs or with the Greeks, when in 1353 the Turks 
crossed from Asia Minor to the European shores of the
10
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Dardanelles. The weight of their blows fell on a Bulgaria 
divided into three parts, which no longer counted when in 
1388 the forces of the Sultan Murad fought a battle on the 
Field of Thrushes in Macedonia against the Serbs supported 
by the Bosnians and Albanians. This battle and the one 
fought in 1396 at Nicapolis on Bulgarian soil by the 
knightly army of the Hungarian king, Sigismund, which 
marched to meet the Turks, were won by the latter. With 
the burning down of Tirnovo and the capture of Viddin, 
Bulgaria, from a cultural and strategical point of view, 
ceased to exist, Eftimij, the last Patriarch of Tirnovo, one 
of the greatest ecclesiastical scholars of the age, escaped to 
Macedonia, where the diocese of Ochrida was still in exis
tence. Two of his disciples, Ciprian and Chamhlak, managed 
to reach Kiev, where first the one and then the other be
came Metropolitan. A  third, Constantine Costenetzi, taking 
refuge with the Prince of Serbia, became one of the 
propagators of Serb culture. Thus in the Ukraine and the 
now Turkish Balkans Bulgarian culture made itself felt 
again.

II.
The Turkish administration was the only imperialistic 

regime in modern history that did not aim at assimilating 
the conquered races, because it was felt that to do so would 
undermine the united spirit and religion that the Turks 
brought with them from Asia. Not only did they leave the 
Greek Oriental Church alone; they even appointed the 
Patriarch of Byzantium temporal head of all their Christian 
subjects.

The efforts of the Pope and the Emperor at the end 
of the sixteenth century to catholicize the Balkans also 
had the effect of ensuring the survival of the Bulgarian 
elements there. The establishment of a Papal mission in 
the Dobrudja in 1581 was followed 20 years later by the 
organization of Roman Catholic dioceses, first in Sofia, then 
in Ochrida and Skopje (called in Turkish Uskiib). The 
spread of the Roman Catholic faith was naturally a source 
of unrest to Greek Oriental circles in Constantinople, where 
the quarter of the town inhabited by them, Fanar, had come
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to be the centre of economy and diplomacy in the declining 
Turkish Empire. They opposed the endeavours of the Bul
garians by forcing the Sultan first to abolish the Patriarchate 
at Ochrida and then the Patriarchate at Ipek, representing 
the Serb Church (1766— 1767), while in Moldavia and 
Wallachia they put their own puppets in power. Parallel 
v/ith this, Greek schools were established everywhere by the 
Patriarchate and the rich merchants of Fanar, and the 
destruction of the old Bulgarian books in the monasteries 
was ordered. So in the spheres of religion, education and 
politics a widespread movement ( “ Megala Idea”)  was 
inaugurated with a view to rebuilding perhaps the ancient 
world empire of Byzantium on the ruins of a Turkish 
Empire losing territory and showing signs of gradual disin
tegration.

As a reaction to this extremely widespread campaign 
of assimilation tacitly permitted by the Turks, in the Bul
garian towns of craftsmen and merchants in the Balkan 
mountains and the Dobrudja, as well as in the monasteries 
and villages scattered over the inaccessible wilds of Mace
donia, one of the most brilliant chapters of the intellectual 
history of the Balkans — that of the “Bulgarian Renais
sance” — began to be written.

Although the language of instruction in the monastery 
schools was Greek, the use of Bulgarian in their church 
services helped to preserve that language alive, and thus 
the population was; able to maintain direct intercourse with 
the merchants of Ragusa, who spoke a Croato-Dalmatian 
tongue and enjoyed great privileges and full liberty of 
movement in the Turkish Empire. From them the Bulgars 
learned that the Serbs who, led by the deposed Patriarch 
of Ipek, had settled in Syrmia, had, safe in the Kingdom of 
Hungary, established an important intellectual centre there, 
and that Bulgarian young men from Macedonia began to 
attend the Serb schools in Syrmia, whence they returned 
home bearing with them a knowledge of European culture. 
In 1741 Jefarovitch, a student from Doiran, discovered the 
ancient coat-of-arms of the Bulgarian kings. When in 176J 
a Macedonian monk of the Chilendar monastery on Mount
12
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Athos went with an ecclesiastical deputation to Karloca, in 
the library of the Serb Patriarch there he discovered records 
of the brilliant role played in the family of Southern Slavs 
by the Bulgarian people. A year later he finished the first 
literary work of the Bulgarian Renaissance, which was 
copied in secret and sent from village to village. The title 
of this work was “ A Slavo-Bulgarian History of the Bul
garian Nation, its Czars and Saints” . In defence of this 
book, which was proscribed by the Greeks, Sofronij, the 
teacher-priest of Kotal, a small town in Northern Bulgaria, 
who shortly afterwards became Bishop of Vratza, raised 
his voice with burning eloquence. His words were heard 
by the rich Macedonian merchants living in Buda, who had 
first-hand knowledge of the flourishing cultural life of the 
Serbs in Syrmia. And when they learned that the works 
of one of their compatriots, Hadji Joachim Kirchovski, who 
had written books about the ressurection of Christ and other 
religious subjects in modern Bulgarian, had been published 
since 1814 at the expense of well-to-do citizens of the Ma
cedonian towns, Skopje (Uskiib), Monastir, Veles, Kuma- 
novo, Strumitza, Strip, Kratovo, Gostova, etc., they were 
inspired to follow their example. A religious work, “The 
Mirror” , by Cyril Pejchinovitch, a monk of Tetovo, that 
bears the stamp of Kirchovski's influence, was published by 
the Bulgarian merchants of Buda, and like Kirchovski's 
works, was printed by the Royal Hungarian University 
Press.

In the sphere of religion, too, the renaissance of Bul
garian culture was furthered by the circumstance that 
between 1814 and 1839 the Sultan Mohammed permitted 
the restoration of the churches in Macedonia formerly used 
by the Bulgars. The Sultan also allowed a Bulgarian coad
jutor to function jointly with the Greek Bishop of Skopje, 
and gave permission for services in the diocese to be held 
in Bulgarian as well as in Greek. The Bulgarian merchants 
of Odessa commissioned Venelin, a linguist of Subcarpa- 
thian origin residing in the town, to write the first scientific 
Bulgarian grammar, and in 1835 they established in the 
town of Gabrovo the first Bulgarian public school. In 1830
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a Bulgarian printing-press was set up in the town of Sa- 
mokov, to be followed in 1938 by one in Saloniki. In 1840 
the latter published a translation of the New Testament 
from the pen of the scholarly head of the School at Gab
rovo, Neofit, a monk of Rila; and it was also in Macedonia 
that the first ethnographical work in the Bulgarian language 
saw the light. In 1844 the first Bulgarian magazine was 
published in Smyrna, and in that same year there were 
three Bulgarian printing-presses at work in Constantinople, 
where at that time there was a Bulgarian colony consisting 
mainly of merchants, craftsmen and market-gardeners, in 
number about 30.000. With thunderous eloquence Sofronij’s 
pupil Bozveli, Archimandrite of Chilendar, awoke in them 
the idea of ecclesiastical independence. In vain was he 
exiled by the Patriarchate to Mount Athos; the Bulgars of 
Constantinople had by that time secured the moral support 
of the Polish refugees. In 1841 Sofia, Skopje and ten other 
Bulgarian towns opened Bulgarian schools on their own 
initiative and at their own expense. The school-boards for
med to supervise them unostentatiously but persistently 
laboured to develop Bulgarian public opinion in the Turkish 
Empire. One of the pro-Christian Sultan Abdul Hedjid's 
diplomats, Stephen Bogoridi, titular Prince of Wallachia, a 
man of Bulgarian origin, persuaded the Sultan to visit the 
Bulgarian areas and listen to the complaints against the 
Greek Church. He also handed over his own mansion in 
Constantinople to serve as a church for the Bulgars there. 
And finally he managed to secure permission for two Bul
garian daily newspapers, the “ Czarigradski Vestnik” and the 
“ Makedonija” , to be published in the capital and for a 
Bulgarian literary society with a separate magazine of its 
own, the “ BIgarska” , to be formed.

Nathaniel, a Bulgarian priest of the Zograf monastery 
on Mount Athos, who had studied theology in Russia, now 
produced data to prove that ‘ ‘formerly the Bulgarian Church 
was independent both of the Papal See and of Byzantium” . 
In scholarly and ecclesiastical circles in Warsaw, Prague, 
Zagreb, Ujvidek and Karloca he urged that the first step 
towards Bulgarian resurrection must be the achievement of
14
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complete religious independence. This was unexpectedly 
realized, thanks to the charter of liberty granted by the 
Sultan in 1856 after the Crimean war. In terms thereof the 
Patriarch of Constantinople ceased to be the secular head 
of the Christians in the Empire, and thus all non-Turkish 
parishes were free to organize, which they began to do. The 
obstacles to Bulgarian organization raised by the Patriar
chate were used for Roman Catholic propaganda purposes 
by Rome, and in the March of 1961 a Bulgarian delegation 
went there, one of the members of that delegation being 
consecrated Patriarch of the Bulgars in the Sixtine Chapel 
by the Pope himself. Russian diplomacy had to intervene 
with all its prestige to prevent the Bulgars going over 
definitively to Rome. The Patriarch of Constantinople 
hastily filled the episcopal chairs at Plovdiv and Suman 
with Bulgarian priests, and Count Ignatieff, the new Rus
sian Ambassador, adopted the achievement of Bulgarian 
religious independence as part of Russia's Panslav pro
gramme. But it took years to induce the Patriarchate to 
allow the Bulgarian populations of the 74 dioceses under 
its jurisdiction to form an independent ecclesiastical organi
zation.

III.
The Russo-Turkish war of 1877— 1878 brought only 

partial liberation to the Bulgars. The “ Vassal Bulgarian 
Principality" consisted merely of the area between the 
Danube and the Balkan mountains. "Eastern Rumelia” , the 
district to the south of that range, which remained a self- 
governing province of the Turkish Empire, did not unite 
with it until 1885; Macedonia and Thrace were completely 
under Turkish rule, and the northern parts of the Dobrudja 
were given to Rumania. But in 1891, six years after the 
union of Eastern Rumelia with the Principality, a uniform 
organization of the existing secondary schools was begun. 
By this time the place of the first prince, Alexander of 
Battenberg, who had been forced by Russian pressure to 
vacate the throne, had been taken by Prince Ferdinand of 
Koburg-Kohary, a scion of one of Hungary's richest aristoc
ratic families. He had the cultural development of his
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new country at heart, and to further it he invited many 
Magyar scholars to follow him there.

By the turn of the century the spread of Bulgarian 
elementary education had led to an almost total disappea
rance of illiteracy. The extension of that education to all 
classes of the population was furthered by the law which 
required every town and village with a population of 
over 5000 souls to establish an infant school. The same 
law required every town and village to contribute a minimum 
of 2000 and 500 levas respectively towards the establish
ment of libraries. Thousands of town and village libraries 
soon began to improve the literary taste of the people and 
did much to strengthen the moral qualities of the youth of 
Bulgaria, which are still unparalleled. In Bulgaria there is 
no pornographic literature and no prostitution. Early mar
riages, on the other hand, are an institution (men marrying 
before 25, girls before 20). The village people read well- 
known works of fiction or cheap editions of their country's 
history and folklore. The position of writers in present-day 
Bulgaria is also ideal, for they are able to devote all 
their creative energy to literature and are not obliged to 
earn their living by toiling in editorial offices. The State 
or the municipality provides them with sites on which to 
build their homes, and they receive long-term loans to 
enable them to do so. Thanks to a policy of low prices, 
the cost of food and clothing requires such small sums that 
their financial independence is secured in all circumstances.

IV.
Now let us examine more closely Bulgarian intel

lectual life.
In Bulgarian literature three periods of development 

may be distinguished. 1. The men of the so-called Patriarchal 
age laid down the intellectual foundations of Bulgarian 
independence Their most outstanding representative was 
Ivan Vazoff, whose beautiful and powerful novel "Under 
the Yoke" has been translated into most European languages. 
Besides him, men to make their mark were Michailowski, 
Krililoff and Velitchkoff. 2. The second, so-called pre-war
16
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era, gave to the country its most productive authors and 
poets. Under the influence of Western ideas they turned 
from national to social and human problems. Several of the 
works of Maria Belchewa, Slavejkoff, Lilieff and Railoff 
have been published in foreign countries, mostly in French 
translations. 3. The generation of the third period, that 
following the war, find their themes and style of expression 
in various directions. Racial problems are also treated by 
some of the present generation of writers.

Parallel with the versatile nature of Bulgarian litera
ture the cult of the theatre is also highly developed. The 
first theatrical company formed in Plovdiv in 1880 removed 
with the assistance of Prince (later King) Ferdinand to 
Sofia, where in 1907 the National Theatre was built, a 
national collection having been made for the purpose. It is 
the most modern building of its kind in South-Eastern 
Europe. Municipal theatres are maintained by Plovdiv, 
Varna, Russo, Plevna and Tirnovo. Simultaneously with its 
permanent theatre the capital (in 1888) acquired its first 
higher grade school, which at present serves the purpose of 
a teachers' training institute known as the “ Higher Peda
gogic Course” . In 1903 this school became a university with 
three faculties. Before the Great War, in 1911, the Literary 
Society founded in 1869 became a fictitious person with the 
title of the "Bulgarian Academy of Sciences" whose three 
departments (history and philology, medicine and natural 
history, and law) have altogether 40 ordinary and 60 country 
members. Among the various other scientific societies — 
the Bulgarian Historical Society, the Ethnographical Society, 
the Archaeological Society, the Economists Alliance, the 
Mathematical and Natural History Society, the Bulgarian 
Literary Society, the Geographical Society, the Bulgarian 
Chemical Society, etc. — the first place is held by the 
“Otetz Paissi", a society named after the monk Paissi which 
publishes the biggest and oldest magazine in the country. 
The intellectual standard of the country is characterized by 
the fact that it has over 300 literary and technical periodicals 
and 700 daily and weekly papers.

Among the first institutions created by Prince Ferdi-
17
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nand was the National Library in Sofia, which was followed 
by regional national libraries at Plovdiv, Tirnovo and 
Suman. This decentralization of culture was justified by 
its results, the immediate appearance of Bulgarian biblio
graphic and encyclopaedic literature. Bulgaria's great 
national encyclopaedia, the “Enciklopedicheski Rechnik” , 
was published in the years 1899— 1907 at Plovdiv; Bulga
rian national biographies edited by Professor Amandoff 
with the title “ Blgarski Pissateli”  appeared between 1900 
and 1911 in a bibliographical publication of the National 
Library in Sofia and afterwards in one of the Plovdiv 
library’s publications.

Thanks to the Prince's well known interest in research 
work, not only was the National Archeological Museum, 
housed in an old mosque, considerably enlarged, but the 
Royal Botanical Gardens maintained at the expense of the 
court also came to be famous throughout Europe.

The excavations conducted with the collaboration of 
the Hungarian archaeologist, Geza Feher, by the Bulgarian 
Archaeological Institute founded in the twenties, led to 
new developments in historical research. The Macedonian, 
Thracian, Dobrudjan and Western Bulgarian Scientific Insti
tutes were created to study the geographical, economic and 
historical past of those detached areas. It was observed 
that many young Bulgars were unable to obtain a scientific 
training because they were compelled to earn their living. 
To remedy this, alongside of the State University a so- 
called Free University was established in which, at lectures 
and examinations held by university professors in the even
ing hours, those who are prevented by their occupations 
from attending the university by day may obtain an educa
tion in economics, consular diplomacy and administration.

It was also in the ‘twenties that the schools of art 
and music founded at the beginning of the century were 
nationalized and raised to university rank, and that a 
separate National Operatic Company was organized as a 
State Opera. Large numbers of university students are sent 
with bursaries to study in Hungary, Of special importance 
is the Co-operative Academy established in Sofia. It is
18



intended to give expert training to the men at the head of 
the peasant co-operative societies, which, since there are no 
trusts in their branch of economy in Bulgaria, are flourishing 
concerns. The number of museums in Sofia is now ten.

In order to bring Bulgarian cultural life into closer 
touch with the conditions created by the Peace Treaties, the 
Bulgarian Minority Institute was set up in Sofia in the 
'thirties, which Institute, in collaboration with those investi
gating the problems of the four detached areas, had an 
enormous field of work to labour in. An “ Institute for the 
Investigation of International Relations” , similar to those 
in Paris and Geneva, was also established. It represented 
the crowning point of the activities displayed by the institu
tions and societies formed in the capital after the war for 
the purpose of creating links between Bulgaria and the 
various great national civilizations —  the Alliance Francaise, 
the Opera Italiana pro Oriente, the Hungaro-Bulgarian, 
Turco-Bulgarian and Bulgaro-German Societies, to the last 
mentioned of which has lately been added the Sofia German 
Scientific Institute.

If we compare these present achievements and Bulga
ria's satisfactory aggrandisement caused by the restora
tion of Macedonia, Thrace, Western Bulgaria and Southern 
Dobrudja with the glorious though often troublous past of 
the Bulgarian nation, we are involuntarily led to the con
clusion, based on a knowledge of Bulgarian conditions and 
enunciated by the author ten years ago in a lecture deli
vered at the Sofia Free University: the great past of the 
Bulgarian nation, the central position of Sofia and its 
matchless scientific institutions, predestine Bulgaria to be 
the intellectual centre of the Balkans. For the only nation 
deserving to be called a civilized and virile people is the 
nation which — as we have seen in the stirring events of 
Bulgarian history — has shown its will to live in the past 
and its ability to command the respect and admiration of 
the world's scientific and military authorities in the 
present.
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