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I n the northern counties of Hungary persevering efforts are 
being ceaselessly made for the purpose of raising the 
economic and social standard of this region. First mention 

is due in this connection to the measures for the regulation 
of the rivers. Recently large-scale plans were drafted for 
the regulation of the Latorca, one of the most capricious rivers 
of the Hungarian Highlands. So far, in the low-lying district 
known as “Bodrogkdz” the Latorca has every year threatened 
with inundation and rendered incapable of cultivation some 
30—40.000 cadastral yokes of land. In the course of the works 
approved by the Minister for Agriculture it is proposed to 
construct a mighty dike and a large number of channels of 
various size for carrying off the water. Towards the total cost 
estimated to amount to 2,000.000 pengo the Government has 
undertaken to contribute 1,500.000 pengo, the remainder 
(500.000 pengo) to be secured partly by the Bodrogkdz 
Conservancy Society and partly out of the contributions of 
the farmers concerned. The works for the purpose —  which 
are giving employment to many hundreds af workers — were 
begun already this May; and they are expected to take four 
years. On the section of the Latorca near Munkacs less 
important works for the regulation of the banks of the river 
have already been party completed.

Abauj-Torna County during the past six months approp
riated the sum of 300.000 pengo for drainage works, having 
thereby reclaimed some 30.000 yokes of land by removing
30



PEACEFUL CONSTRUCTIVE WORK IN UPPER HUNGARY

all superfluous water. The number of work-days required for 
the purpose was 75.000. The efforts of the State Building 
Office have succeeded in favourably influencing the develop
ment of daily wage conditions.

On the section of the river H ern a d  at Kassa regulation 
works involving a cost af 700.000 pengo are to be undertaken. 
Towards this amount of cost the Department of Agriculture 
is to contribute 560.000 pengo, the remainder (140.000 pengo) 
to be a charge on the citizens of the town of Kassa. The 
first third of the work has already been completed; the new 
lower bed of the Hernad now regulated was opened with due 
ceremony early in June.

S u b-C arp a th ia  is peculiarly suitable for bee-farming. The 
Sub-Carpathian Bee-Keepers' Association is now establishing 
a large-scale model apiary, which is to be the headquarters 
of the permanent courses in apiculture.

This spring saw the end of the first budgetary year of 
the Abauj-Toma County P e o p l e s  and F a m ily  P rotection  

F un d , 500.000 pengo having been spent during the course of 
that year to ensure poor families a higher standard of life. 
The new year already shows a gratifying development, the 
Fund having foreseen the expenditure of the sum of 658.000 
pengo. The amount available during the current budgetary 
year for the granting of marriage loans is 60.000 pengo. The 
C o u n ty  P u blic  W e lfa r e  C o -o p e r a tiv e  S o c ie ty  plans the 
building of 40 new dwelling-houses, the purchase of Jewish 
estates of an area of 1500 cadastral yokes and the employment 
of the latter for the purposes of settlements; the amount 
foreseen by the Society under the heads of sundry agrarian 
grants and investments respectively is in excess of 400.000 
pengo.

Particularly gratifying is the report of the building at 
Kassa of 50 garden-cottages for the use of poorer families. 
Hereby the P e o p le 's  and F a m ily  P ro tectio n  F u n d  is offering
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most valauble assistance to the poorer classes; for the cottages 
being built under this scheme will after 25 years become the 
property of the tenants, the purchase price being paid in the 
form of annual rent.

At a meeting held last April the industrial section of the 
population of Kassa decided to initiate a largescale action 
for the creation of social institutions. Part of the scheme has 
already been realized: the holiday home for the children of 
craftsmen at Banko has already been completed and the home 
for aged craftsmen now under construction is half finished.

During the carrying into effect of the land reform in 
Upper Hungary the place of the Moravian and Czech 
settlers who fled from the Czecho-Slovak settlement farms 
adjoining the confines of the villages of Gomor County has been 
taken by Magyar families from Upper Hungary transferred 
there by the Hungarian State. These Magyar families — most 
of them with a large number of children —  have been recruited 
from the agricultural labourer, farm servant or dwarf-holder 
class and are therefore not in possession of the live-stock 
and agricultural equipment indispensably necessary for the 
cultivation of landed property. With the approval of the 
N ation al Social In sp ecto ra te , the N ational P e o p le  s and F a m ily  

P rotection  F u n d  has undertaken to provide these families 
with the required live stock and agricultural equipment. In 
this way it has proved possible to ensure the proper cultivation 
of the settlement farms, —  a task at present of exceptional 
importance from the economic point of view, not to speak 
of the fact that this arrangement has ensured the subsistence 
of a large number of honest Magyar families.

The N ation al S ocial In sp ecto ra te  has purchased for the 
use of the P e o p le 's  and F a m ily  P ro tectio n  F u n d  the ancient 
baronial castle of Osgyan and the landed estate attached to 
it 31 cadastral yokes in area; this castle, situated in Gomor 
County, has been utilized to establish a rest-home for mothers
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resident in the county who have borne many children. The 
home will be used in the summer to accommodate mothers 
engaged in industry and in winter mothers engaged in agri
culture; full board being given free of charge to the mothers 
and their children.

The day-homes established by the National Social 
Inspectorate during the big summer working season relieves 
many thousands of poor small-farmer families of the worry 
involved by the care of their children. In the territory of 
Abauj-Torna County alone 80 homes of the kind were opened 
in various villages early in June.

A measure of vast importance from the point of view 
of public hygiene is the introduction of compulsory vaccination 
as a preventive against tuberculosis. After thorough experi
ments and investigations made by the National Public 
Hygiene Institute adequate supplies of first-class serum is 
being sent by that Institute to the public health officers all 
over the country. Infants are vaccinated free of charge, that 
ensuring them against the danger of infection in the future. 
The action has been extended already also to the counties in 
Upper Hungary; there is therefore every reason to hope that 
there will be a decline in the proportion of consumptives in 
Hungary.
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