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T rue to ancient traditions, the Hungary of St. Stephen 
has always tried to promote the welfare of every 
nationality living in the Apostolic Kingdom and to 

ensure them equality of rights. In the years before the last 
war the countries which, recently infected by the germs of 
nationalistic imperialism, coveted ancient Magyar territories, 
and anti-Hungarian savants in other countries who supported 
their aspirations, were loud in their denunciation of Hun
gary's nationality policy. It was only after 1918, when 
misguided international opinion had an opportunity of 
discovering what the minority policy of the Little Entente 
States was like, that Hungary’s nationality policy was by 
comparison revealed as liberal and generous. Compared with 
the Hungarian Nationality Act of 1868, the legal system 
established after 1918 and ratified internationally, was a step 
backwards; how much more so was the treatment meted out 
to the several millions of Magyar minority citizens in Little 
Entente countries, a treatment that trampled the spirit of 
legality under foot. Today it is widely known that in pre-war 
Hungary every nationality had full autonomy in the spheres 
of economy, religion and education; that is to say, they 
enjoyed a measure of economic and cultural self-determina
tion desired in vain by the suffering Magyar minorities in 
the countries of the Little Entente, although the rights of 
minorities were supposed to be protected by the League of 
Nations.

Nothing was more natural than that after the restora
tion of part of Transylvania Hungary should have wished to 
show that her policy towards the nationalities was the same 
policy of tolerance which she had pursued throughout the 
centuries. Every measure has therefore been taken to aid 
the Rumanians restored to Hungary, in number about a
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million, in their efforts to cultivate their own language and 
their national culture.

The task was no light one, for after the Vienna Award 
large numbers of the Rumanian teachers in the region where 
they had become a minority deserted their posts, although 
there was no reason why they should do so. Another thing 
that presented further difficulties was that during the Ru
manian era the denominational schools belonging to the Ru
manian parishes had at their own request been taken over 
by the State, so that when these areas were restored to 
Hungary, there were practically no Rumanian denominational 
schools in the whole of Northern Transylvania. This 
naturally meant that the entire burden of reorganizing Ru
manian elementary education devolved upon the Hungarian 
State, which could not count on much assistance from the 
Rumanian Churches.

By permission of the Hungarian Ministry of Education 
there are in Northern Transylvania 1345 elementary State 
schools in which the language of tuition is Rumanian. In 
these schools the number of teachers of Rumanian nationality 
is 1200. So great was the dearth of Rumanian teachers that 
the Hungarian Ministry of Education was forced to appoint 
350 Magyar teachers who had studied in Rumanian colleges 
during the Rumanian era and were consequently able to 
speak Rumanian fluently.

The Hungarian Ministry of Education has provided that 
poor school children of Rumanian nationality shall receive 
the same assistance in the way of school-books as do the 
Magyar children. About a thousand Rumanian school-books 
have been distributed to poor Rumanian scholars. It has also 
been decided that poor Rumanian children are to pay lower 
school fees and those of them who make good progress are 
to pay none.

In the sphere of Rumanian secondary school education 
the situation is as described below. The Rumanian secondary 
schools in Transylvania are:

A  Rumanian Greek Catholic teacher's training college, 
with a grammar-school attached, at Szamosujvar. The number 
of students at the oollege is 60. The headmaster of the gram
mar-school is Octavian Mihailescu;
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Also at Szamosujvar, a Rumanian Greek Catholic 
teacher's training college for women with a grammar-school 
attached. The number of pupils in this college is 50. The 
headmaster of the grammar-school is Father Blad, a pro
fessor of theology;

A  Rumanian Greek Catholic teacher's training college 
at Nagyvarad. This college, which was founded by Moise 
Dragos, a bishop of Nagyvarad, in 1784, is 157 years old. 
Its seven classes are attended by over 100 students. Its 
director is Cornelius Szabo;

A Rumanian Greek Catholic domestic science school and 
a Greek Catholic school of agriculture for girls, called the 
St. Theresia School. Its headmistress is a nun named Theresia 
Greceanu;

The Rumanian secondary school with the most famous 
past is the State grammar-school at Naszod. The number 
of its pupils in 1941 was 404. They were distributed as 
follows: 58 in the first class, 48 in the second, 63 in the 
third, 61 in the fourth, 62 in the fifth, 45 in the sixth, 36 
in the seventh and 31 in the eighth class. The mother-tongue 
of 394 of these 404 pupils was Rumanian. The staff consists 
of 15 teachers, most of them of Rumanian nationality;

There are eight-class Rumanian sections at the follow
ing places:

1. Beszterce, where the Magyar section consists only of 
four classes, so that here the Rumanians have an advantage 
over the Magyars.

2. Kolozsvar, where there are Rumanian grammar-school 
sections for boys and girls.

3. Nagyvarad, where there is a Rumanian secondary- 
school section for boys.

There is also a Rumanian board-school for girls at 
Beszterce and a four-class Rumanian section at the Nagy
varad commercial academy.

The training of Rumanian priests takes place in the 
theological colleges maintained by the Greek Oriental and 
Greek Catholic bishoprics at Kolozsvar. Each of these colleges 
has a seminary attached. The Rumanian pupils of the 
secondary schools in Kolozsvar who wish to enter the 
priesthood are sent to these colleges.
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In the sphere of university education Dr. Constantin 
Sulica has been appointed by the Hungarian Minister of 
Education professor of Rumanian philology and literature in 
the Francis Joseph University of Sciences of Kolozsvar. 
Dr. Sulica succeeds to the chair held by the late Professor 
Gregory Moldovan. The Rev. Vasile Dancu has been 
appointed professor of Rumanian and of commercial corres
pondence in the Faculty of Economy of the same University.

Seeing that during the Rumanian era Rumanian students 
had no opportunity of learning the Hungarian language, the 
Hungarian Minister of Education gave the Rumanian univer
sity students permission to take their examinations the first 
year in Rumanian.

To sum up: In Northern Transylvania there are 1345 
elementary schools, 12 secondary schools, 2 theological 
academies and 2 university chairs where the language of 
tuition is Rumanian.

It will, perhaps, not be uninteresting to compare these 
figures with the statistics dealing with the educational situa
tion of the almost 900.000 Magyars left in Rumania. In that 
country the whole burden of Hungarian education rests on 
the Magyar denominations. The number of Hungarian 
elementary schools is 190, and the smallness of this number 
allows us to draw the conclusion that scarcely one-fourth of 
the children whose mother-tongue is Hungarian receive ele
mentary education in that language. Things are slightly 
better where secondary education is concerned, for the 
Magyar minority in Rumania has 16 secondary schools 
(eight-class and four-class grammar-schools, teacher’s train
ing colleges and commercial schools). This comparatively high 
number is accounted for by the fact that a large proportion 
of the minority Magyars belong to the middle-classes. The 
number of theological colleges is two, a Roman Catholic 
seminary at Gyulafehervar and a Reformed Church college 
at Nagyenyed. The Magyars of Moldavia and Wallachia, in 
number several hundreds of thousands, have practically no 
schools at all of their own.
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