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HUNGARIAN PREMIER'S STATEMENT 
RELATING TO EVENTS IN 

SOUTHERN HUNGARY

A t the session of the Hungarian Parliament held on July 
5th M. Milan L. Popovics, Deputy for Southern Hun
gary, made the following speech on events in Southern. 

Hungary, being granted special permission by the House to 
do so before the Order of the Day:

“We inhabitants of the regions of Southern Hungary form 
a population of divergent ethnic elements speaking different 
languages and being of various races which differ also in 
mentality; these elements must for reasons of higher State 
policy be welded together as closely as possible, all clashes 
of interests between them being rendered impossible. (Hear 
hear!!) It is only an equipoise of the various interests that 
can ensure in the southern districts of the country undisturbed, 
systematic economic and cultural activity and —  what is most 
important of all normal vital function. This endeavour must 
be reflected in all manifestations of State life alike by the 
State functionaries themselves and by the nationality mino
rities, so that the various non-Magyar nationalities shall feel 
that they belong to the Hungarian nation and that they 
possess equal rights. (Hear hear!!).

“ The solution of the nationality question is however a 
much more delicate matter today than ever before in our 
experience. The “ Trianon" period brought about a profound 
change in the nationality question.

“ The territorial aggrandisement of Hungary re-incorpo
rated in the mother country non-Magyar citizens with natio
nality feelings — and indeed with an enhanced nationality 
self-consciousness. Politically speaking this means that 
within the territory of the Magyar national State there are 
living today several peoples which are foreign not ethnically 
only. It is indubitable that this circumstance means to Hungary 
a serious addition of motive force, but at the same time also 
a serious problem from the point of view of the organization
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and maintenance of the country. The leaders of the State 
must show seriousness and moderation and a sense of re
sponsibility in realizing the trend of that new motive force 
and in comprehending that the only means of successfully 
neutralizing that trend is to undertake to solve this problem 
by internal legislative measures; for that means loyalty to 
historical Hungary, loyalty to Hungary’s mission. (Hear, hear, 
on Right).

“ There is no more actual problem in the present-day 
political life of the Hungarian State than the solution of the 
problem how to ensure the political symbiosis of divers peoples 
in a single State community. The way to solve the Hungarian 
nationality question was pointed out by Premier Nicholas 
Kallay, in the speech in which he made his debut in Parlia
ment, more clearly and unequivocally than by any of his 
predecessors. He grasped the facts and reckoned with those 
facts. The nationality question is today no longer a question 
of law and ethics, but it is in reality a social question most 
intimately connected with the economic questions. A  solution 
of the nationality question is impossible unless the economic 
sine qua nons of such solution are to hand. Without economic 
viability there cannot be any national subsistence either. 
That is why the mass forces forming and maintaining the 
economic community must be welded with full understanding 
to prevent the citizens of many tongues and races who are 
nevertheless living in symbiosis falling foul of one another. 
The policy of a polyglot State cannot be up-to-date or 
European unless it averts in time within the frontiers of the 
country the outbreak of internal disturbances, leaving the 
“ nationalities” living in the country who are engaged in 
creative and productive work in full possession of their dignity 
and their selfconsciousness and finally giving then the material 
means of meeting their obligations as citizens of the State.

,,I considered it important to stress that point in this 
manner also because the Serbian nationality living in Southern 
Hungary, whose interests it is my duty to represent in the 
Hungarian Parliament, early in the war were unfortunately 
subjected to a treatment which must be described as a legal 
outrage —  a treatment which not only cast a cloud of darkness 
and sorrow over the mind and feelings of our people, but
2



EVENTS IN SOUTHERN HUNGARY

has made our very subsistence precarious both physically and 
materially. 1 feel impelled to give the House my impression 
of the events which occurred last January in the Zsablya, 
Titel and Obecse hundreds and finally at tfjvidek. Before 
proceeding I feel it my duty to make a declaration to the 
House. During the course of long centuries the Serbian 
nationality lived and fought side by side with the Magyar 
people in the same living s^ace, which they had to defend 
against Turkish invasion. Now the Serbians are once more 
beginning to live in this living space, the only possible living 
space for that nationality; for that reason it is necessary that 
they should live in agreement with the Magyar people and 
should follow this, the only, path open to them. We Serbians 
are here and desire to remain here, all of us: but —  and that 
we must insist upon too — with all our ethnic peculiarities. We 
are fully conscious of our situation; that is why we desire as 
xapidly as passible to incorporate ourselves in the new Hun
garian State life and to adjust ourselves to the new European 
order. This is a process of natural development; for our 
destiny binds us to the destiny of the Magyar nation. In the 
past too we felt the superiority of Magyar culture and were 
conscious of our subordination to the Magyar State. In the 
future too the political factors of the State will realize that 
the Serbians of Hungary know their duty towards the Magyar 
State.

“ As the result of an upheaval intruded from without in 
the early days of last January the public order and peace of 
Zsablya was subverted. Two village policemen were shot 
by unknown persons. The gendarmerie made their way to 
the homesteads too in pursuit of subversive elements. From the 
homesteads volleys of rifle fire were poured into the ranks 
of the gendarmes, five of whom were killed. Thereupon 
application was made to Szeged for a military force; and 
the following day, January 5th., armoured troops entered 
Zsablya and, surrounding the whole Zsablya hundred, 
advanced towards the suspected homesteads on the bank of 
the Tisza. The refugees from Zsablya offered armed 
resistance to the National Defence soldiers: many of them 
fell; a small section made their escape, while another 
section were taken prisoners, were a few days later
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condemned to death by a court martial and were executed 
on the spot. The essential point in this affair is that those 
who defied the Hungarian army and took action against 
the security of the State —  this is a point which I too must 
stress —  suffered the fate hey deserved. From the military 
point of view the whole Zsablya affair was liquidated in 
three days.

"Sad events of a similar  ̂character" —  continued M. 
Milan Popovics —  "occurred also at Csurog, Boldogasszony- 
falva, Sajkasgyongyos, Titel, Sajkaslak, Mozsor and Cheese. 
The avalanche of tragic symptoms rolled on its way 
until finally, on January 21st., it reached Ujvidek.

’ ’The compentent factors ordered an investigation of 
the affair in order to clear the way for the meting out of 
justice. The military inquiry on the spot took 28 days; and, as 
I was myself present there at the time, /  may affirm that 
the investigation was carried out with the greatest 
thoroughness and the greatest objectivity. There are facts, 
and the facts have to be faced. What I ask of the Prime 
Minister here before the House is that this procedure should 
never again be repeated. Such a procedure is not in the 
interest either of Hungary or of the historical mission of 
the Magyars which that people has in the near future to 
fulfil among the peoples living the Danube Basin. This 
object can be attained only by a deliberate State policy 
making every people alike feel at home in its place of 
residence. It is only by the aid of fair play, honesty and 
reciprocal understanding that peace and co-operation can 
be established between peoples which share a common 
destiny. Hungary has a greater need today than ever of 
this peace and the spiritual reconcilitation of the peoples 
living within her territory, Hungary too will be unable to 
hold her own unless she proves able in the struggle between 
peoples and nations to maintain internal tranquillity and 
spiritual unty and to preserve intact the totality of the will
power of her peoples to enable her to cope with the great 
tasks confronting her. I trust in the mental and moral 
energy of the present Government rendering that 
Government capable of induing the necessary peace of 
mind among the non-Magyar nationalities.”
4
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Premier Nicholas Kallay rose immediately after M. 
Popovics had finished his speech and made the following 
statements, which were followed by the whole House with 
the greatest attention:

"A question has just been put before the House of 
Deputies which has engaged the attention already of Hun
garian public opinion, and in some of its bearings also of 
foreign public opinion. This question has now come before the 
House; and l do not regret that it has, seeing that this 
discussion is the most eloquent and the most striking 
refutation of some of the charges brought against us. I do 
not believe that it would have been possible for a Magyar 
deputy to rise in the Yugoslav Parliament and make such 
a speech (Hear, hear!! applause on Right and Extreme 
Left) as that just made by Deputy Popovics, with the theses 
of which speech relating to the minority or nationality 
question I myself and 1 believe every single Member of my 
Party cannot but agree in general. In this speech Deputy 
Popovics established that here, in the Danube Basin, common 
and united work, development and agreement is needed in 
the interest, not of Hungarian aims only, but also of common 
universal human and European objects. 1 know that, though 
always remaining loyal to his Serbian nationality, Deputy 
Popovics possesses a correct judgment in this question due 
among other things to the fact that some time ago, in the 
days of Yugoslav rule, he was President in Belgrade of the 
Anti-Bolshevik Alliance, so that he is fully aware by 
experience and feels that what happened in the affair 
under discussion was not a dash with the Serbians living 
among us, but that an important role was played in that 
affair by those very elements against which he formerly\ 
struggled in Yugoslavia as the head of that Alliance 
(Approval in Centre).

"The Hungarian attitude in the nationality question — 
as Deputy Popovics has said — was set fast by me in the 
speech made at my debut in Parliament. Today that is still 
my opinion, from which I shall not swerve, in the firm 
consciousness that that is the only correct attitude adaptable 
bu us — the attitude which the Hungarian nation must and 
will adhere to, perfectly indifferent as to whether and when
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that attitude will be comprehended by all nationalities alike, 
for in the consciousness of its power it is able to wait 
unconcernedly until the day when all nationalities will 
comprehend it. This understanding of our Statebuilding role
—  in  t h e  f u l f i l m e n t  o f  w h ic h  w e  g l a d l y  w e l c o m e  th e  

a s is t a n c e  a n d  c o - o p e r a t i o n  o f  o u r  n o n - M a g y a r  n a t io n a lit ie s

— is the basis of our State force; and we can wait uncon
cernedly until the time when that fact will be realized in 
their own interests by all our nationalities. (Cheers.)

•“ I would reply in the matter of the events in Zsablya 
and Southern Hungary respectively; and trust that my 
answer will put a fullstop to this question. With your 
permission, for the sake of precision I will perhaps read the 
text of the official report dealing with the events.”

“ I n  t h e  m o n t h  o f  A p r i l ,  1 9 4 1 ,  H u n g a r y  r e - a n n e x e d  

f r o m  Y u g o s l a v i a  t h e  “ B a c s k a ”  r e g io n  w h ic h  h a d  f o r m e d  an  

in t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  H u n g a r y  f o r  a  t h o u s a n d  y e a r s  a n d  h a d  b e e n  

w r e s t e d  f r o m  th a t  c o u n t r y  b y  t h e  T r e a t y  o f  T r ia n o n . D u r in g  

t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t o n s  o u r  N a t io n a l  D e f e n c e  

t r o o p s  h a d  s p o r a d i c  s k i r m i s h e s  w i t h  t h e  S e r b ia n  a r m y  

w h ic h  r e s u l t e d  e i t h e r  in  th e  S e r b ia n  t r o o p s  b e i n g  d r i v e n  

b a c k  t o  th e  s o u t h  o f  th e  D a n u b e  o r  in  th e  c a p t u r e  o f  la r g e  

n u m b e r s  o f  p r i s o n e r s ,  t h e  r e - i n c o r p o r a t e d  d i s t r ic t s  o f  

S o u t h e r n  H u n g a r y  b e i n g  r a p i d l y  c l e a r e d  o f  t h e  C h e t n ik  

b a n d s .

“ The civil population which behaved peacefully towards 
us during these operations suffered no injury whatsoever. 
In conformity with the instructions received from the Hun
garian Government, which was actuated by the traditional 
St. Stephen principles, our National Defence troops treated 
the inhabitants of Southern Hungary — without respect of 
nationality —  with the kindness of brotherly affection.

“ Immediately after the re-annexation peace and order 
prevailed for months in the re-incorporated districts of 
Southern Hungary.

" A few months later, however, probably owing to a 
misunderstanding of the conciliatory behaviour of the 
Magyars, some of the Serbians living in the “ Bacska” 
committed acts of terror against their Magyar fellow- 
inhabitants. At the same time the elements instigated by
b



EVENTS IN SOUTHERN HUNGARY

communistic propaganda also began to organize and 
threatened to massacre the Magyar population. Acts of 
terror assumed ever-growing dimensions. Day after day, 
for instance, our ricks and warehouses were set on fire, the 
railway telephone wires cut and railway lines damaged; and 
the persons sent to repair the damage were fired on. Our 
railway rolling stock was derailed, and in several places 
railway traffic was stopped.

“ And in addition exceptionally daring attacks were made 
on our public security officers, many of whom were shot.

“ The number of Serbian communists in the “Bacska” 
was considerably increased and their activity intensified 
also by the circumstance that large numbers of communistic 
partisans filtered through intoo our territory from the 
adjoining Banate or from Serbia (fleeing from the sievere 
retaliations in force there); and that territory —  in view of 
the indulgent attitude of the Hungarian Government — 
became a veritable collecting station of dangerous elements.

“ Naturally our public security organs used armed force 
against the partisans and endeavoured to restore order. But 
against our public security organs discharging their duty the 
Serbian partisans made insidious attacks, killing or wounding 
several of them (cries of “ Unheard-of"), —  cases referred 
to also by Deputy Popovics.

“ This underground plotting continued for almost a 
year, when, in January, 1942, it suddenly broke out into 
open insurrection.

“ On January 4th. last, at Zsablya and in the environs, 
our gendarme and borderer patrols were attacked by 
Serbian partisans and suffered severe losses. On this 
occasion five borderers and two gendarmes were killed in 
action and many several wounded.

"During the investigation it was ascertained that this 
unexpected attack was no mere coincidence, —  no casual 
attempt on the part of individual saboteurs, —  but a delibe
rate action in which large numbers of partisans took part 
who had for some time previously been filtering into the 
territory from foreign countries, hiding in cane-brakes or at 
homesteads or being sheltered by some of the inhabitants of 
the neighbourhood.
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“ Their object was to stir up an insurrection. In view of 
this fact the National Army detached an adequate force of 
troops to reinforce the gendarmes and the borderers, which 
in open warfare lasting until the end of January overthrew 
the insurgents and cleared the Titel triangle of partisans.

“However, during the operations for the purping of 
Zsablya and the neighbourhood many suspicious extremists 
leaked through to Ujvidek. For that reason —  and because
the unreliable elements living at Ujvidek itself were
threatening the peace and security of the inhabitants of that 
town too — , the Ujvidek authorities requested that the 
purging operations should be extended to that town: the 
intervention took place therefore by request of the local civil 
authorities! !

“During the operations at Ujvidek, on January 2lst. and 
22nd. the work of purging went on without a hitch. On the
following day , however, —  i. e. on January 23rd. — the
partisans who had filtered into the town, being driven to bay 
in the central ward, attacked our armed forces with hand 
— grenades and rifles.

“ This attack compelled our troops, who had for three 
days been doing their arduous duty with the thermometer 
showing a temperature 25° below zero, to take severe 
retaliatory measures, particulary in view of the fact that 
ever since the insurrection at Zsablya attempts against our 
public security organs had been the order of the day. 
Unfortunately for themselves — in defiance of the ordinances 
issued for the purpose of preventing similar incidents — 
civilian elements who were in no way concerned in the 
business allowed their curiosity to lure them into the streets. 
And there were Serbians who —  probably because they were 
accustomed to harsher treatment during the days of Serbian 
rule — spoke disparagingly of the National Defence soldiers, 
asserting that they would certainly not dare to use their 
weapons. We see, therefore, that the consequences so 
sincerely regretted by us — , the fact that civilians who 
were really innoncent and were not concerned in the affair 
at all were among the victims at Ujvidek — , must be 
attributed very largely to the unreasonable behaviour of the 
local inhabitants and the provocation of the armed forces.
8
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“ There can be no doubt that in the exceptional tension 
prevailing certain members of the special detachment 
indulged in excesses and committed abuses of their power, 
the result being that a few innocent persons were also 
killed.

“ This is the truth. I have not suppressed a single fact. 
1 am told that the Yugoslav Government now in exile has 
started a monstrous campaign of calumny against us in 
connection with these events. Every one should note that the 
"Bdcska’’ is a country of peace and tranquillity in which 
elements filtering in from outside attempted to bring about 
an upheaval. For what happened, then, neither the 
Hungarian authorities nor the Serbians living in Hungary 
are responsible; the responsibility rests with the same 
elements as set the Balkans afire (Lively applause and 
shouts of approval) and are still using every effort to 
prevent tranquillity and order being restored there.

“ The volume of lies contained in these reports being 
propagated by the so-called “ Yugoslav Government” in neutral 
countries too, may be guessed when 1 note that in the villages 
spoken of as having been the scene of Hungarian atrocities, 
there has never been a single atrocity. The names put 
forward by these reports as being those of persons treated 
ivith ruthless cruelty by the Hungarian military or civil 
authorities, do not figure in any records or registers in the 
“ Bdcska” . The authors of these reports have therefore not 
taken the trouble even to inquire where and in what villages 
there were actually clashes with the partisans; and they 
connect the frightful affairs related by them —  which 
l believe are incredible to every serious —  minded person in 
the other camp too —  also with names that have never 
figured in any register or record. They would have us believe 
that Szabadka is a heap of ruins and that dead bodies are 
floating on the surface of Lake Palics. Szabadka, so far as 
1 know, has not received a single scratch. When the events 
in question occurred, Lake Palics was froozen over; and at 
present it is the pleasant rendezvous of summer bathers.

“ My only reason for telling you all these things was to 
enable you to see and to give those desirous to hear an 
opportunity of hearing, that these persons do not bother in
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the least about the probability of their lies; being the kind 
of liars to whom everything is a matter of indifference and 
who merely top each lie by an even bigger one.

’“And our Serbians should rest assured that, just as 
three hundred years ago this country received them when 
they fled from danger and sought shelter here (Shouts of 
approval), today also it is in Hungary that they have found 
and will always find a real home ensuring them their peaceful 
human and ethnic rights. Nothing can change that: but by 
their conduct the Serbians of Hungary can make their own 
position and our task much easier.

“ That is my answer to the question put to me. One thing 
more: for the sake of absolute precision and accuracy l  have 
brought with me the list of persons killed, which will be at 
every one’s disposal and may be examined by my fellow- 
deputies too. The number of Serbians killed during the 
whole period in question —  inclusive of the January days 
referred to above —  was 2550. This includes 292 Serbians 
killed at Ujvidek as a result of the retaliatory measures. 
The number of persons of Serbian nationality killed during 
the happenings at Obecse —  which are given second place 
in the reports mentioned above —  was 89, that of Serbians 
killed at Titel 50.

“ These are the data furnished by the investigation 
which Deputy Popovics, who himself took part therein, 
describes as absolutely accurate and absolutely conscientious. 
I myself, like the nation to which 1 belong, possess the 
moral courage to give an account of my actions; for there is 
no reason why we should attempt to hide them. (Lively 
applause and approval.) Apart from undertaking full 
responsibility I have also undertaken to see that, for a certain 
failure to keep their heads, all legal measures shall be taken 
to bring to book those guilty of omissions or excesses; these 
measures are indeed already being taken’ ( Milan Popovics: 
Bravo! Loud applause and shouts of approval).

An atmosphere of suppressed tension prevailed all 
over the House while the Prime Minister was speaking; at 
many points in the speech lively expressions of approval 
were heard, and when he had finished the Premier was 
vociferously cheered by the deputies.
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