
P O L I T I C A L  E C O N O M Y
BULGARIA

B U LG ARIA 'S SUGAR SUPPLIES
The population of Bulgaria, now enlarged by areas wrested 

from Yugoslavia and Greece, has risen from 6.500.000 to 
9.000.000. In recent years the consumption of sugar per person 
in Bulgaria was 5 kilogrammes. This was very little compared 
with other European countries, and was to be explained, partly 
by the fact that in summer the country was abundantly supplied 
with fresh fruit, and partly by the high price of sugar, which 
the poorer classes could not afford to pay. Assuming that 
consumption will remain on the same level Bulgaria would 
require 45.000 tons per annum. T ill 1941 the Bulgarian sugar 
refineries were not able to work at their fullest capacity for 
lack of markets. In  1 9 3 9  o n ly  th r e e  o f  B u lg a ria ’s  su g a r r e f in e r ie s  
w e r e  w o r k in g  (at Russe, Gorna Orechovitza and Dolna Mitro- 
polia ). The quantity these three factories can produce yearly 
—  counting 100 working days —  is 49.000 tons. As, however, 
it is probable that more sugar will be consumed, and in view 
of the fact that there are no refineries in the newly acquired 
territories, it will be necessary to make full use of the 
refinery at Plovdiv, which began to work again in 1940, and 
also the one at Kameno, which has been enlarged. These five 
refineries will be perfectly capable of supplying Bulgaria's 
needs. But if more sugar is required, more land must be devoted 
to the cultivation of sugar-beet. A t present it is being grown 
chiefly in the north (between the Danube and the Balkan 
mountains). The sugar refinery at Plovdiv is trying its best 
to ensure a sufficient supply of sugar-beet for its own require
ments, but has great difficulties to overcome, because in Southern 
Bulgaria the farmers prefer to grow crops that pay better 
and require less attention than sugar-beet. In particular they 
prefer to grow soya beans. The amount of sugar-beet seed 
produced in Bulgaria is not enough for her own needs, so that 
she is obliged to import it from Rumania and the Czech Pro
tectorate. ( “L a  P a r o le  B u i  g a r e ” , “ B u lg a r isc h e  W o c h e n s c h a u ” , 
“ S tu d ’’ A p r i l  2 9 .) .

RUMANIA
ORDERS CONCERNING AGRICULTU RAL W O RK  IN 

RUM ANIA
Various orders have been issued by the Rumanian Cabinet 

Council concerning the agricultural work about to begin in the 
spring. A  study was previously made of conditions in the Trans- 
Dnyester regions, Bukovina and Bessarabia, and stock was taken
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of the agricultural areas available there, as well as of labour 
conditions and means of transport. A ll the departments concerned 
have been instructed to use every means in o r d e r  to  ob ta in  th e  
v e r y  b e s t  p o s s ib le  r e s u lts . Provision has been made that the 
tractors and other agricultural machines received from Germany 
shall be distributed in the various areas according to their needs.

SERBIA
SER BIA ’S FOOD-SUPPLY PROBLEMS 

Although since ancient times Serbia had been an agricul
tural country, owing to her farming methods her crops were 
never more than averalge ones, and it was only in exceptionally 
good years that she had any surplus to export. Thus, for 
instance, in the years before the last world war the average 
yield  per hectare was only about 6 quintals, whereas in the 
areas of post-war Yugoslavia it was over 14 quintals. That 
Serbia, as an agricultural area, was nevertheless of decisive 
importance in the Kingdom of Yugoslavia may be seen from 
the following figures.

The quantities harvested in present-day Serbia in 1939 
were as follow s:

percentage of Yugoslavia's

Wheat
quintals
7.360.724

total yit 
25.6

Rye 307.724 12.6
Barley 629.840 14.9
Oats 640.860 18.4
Maize 9.360.724 23.1
Potatoes 902.349 6.5
Sugar beet 1.242.707 16.6
Green paprika 67.031 27.0
Tomatoes 130.064 25.7
Hemp 82.589 15.5
Sunflower-seed 1.112 4.1

Adhering to their traditional custom, the Serb farmers 
held back a large part of their produce on the speculation that 
later they would be able to make large profits on their wheat 
and maize in the black market. To ensure public supplies the 
Government recently issued a proclamation stating that every 
village must hand over a certain quantity of wheat and maize, 
if in future it wished to get its share of industrial and m onopoly 
articles. The farmers who sell wheat to the State at the fixed 
price will receive salt, petroleum, tobacco, shoes, clothes, etc. also 
at the maximum prices, but those who hoard their grain will 
not be able to buy the above-mentioned commodities at all.
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B U D A P EST.
M U N I C I  P A L  M I N E R A L  
B A T H S  A N D  S P R I N G S
ST. GELLERT MEDICINAL BATHS AND 
HYDROPATHIC ESTABLISHMENT

Radio-active thermal springs, 47° C. Firstrate hotel 
with 260 bedrooms. Special prices for full treat
ment. Effervescent swimming-pool. Medical treat
ment. Modern equipment.
Address: Szt. Gellert-ter 1., Budapest, XI. 
Telephone: 268-800.

RUDAS MEDICINAL BATHS AND HYDRO
PATHIC ESTABLISHMENT

Thermal pool and radium baths. Modern hydro
pathic establishment. Dietetic catering. Special 
inclusive terms. Indoors swimming-pool.
Address: Dobrentei-ter 9. Budapest.

SZECHENYI MEDICINAL BATHS
Sulphuric thermal water, 76° centigrade, springing 
from a depth of 1238 metres. Psychotherapy 
department with modern equipment.
Address: Varosliget Budapest.

DRINKING CURES
The Hungaria, Attila and Juventus radio
active springs in the Rudas Park. Splendid 
results in cases of kidney, stomach, intestine and 
gall troubles, high blood pressure and premature 
old age. Ask your doctor!


