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T he culture of Macedonia, Thrace and the re-annexed 
western districts was originally created by the 
Bulgarian people. It was later destroyed by the 

Serbian and Greek conquerors. In the closing period of 
Turkish occupation the work of re-construction was begun; 
and subsequently, with the co-operation of the whole 
population of Bulgaria, that culture was completely re
organized. There is no truth in the assertion of the neighbours 
interested in this question which declares that the cultural 
institutions of Thrace and Macedonia — viz. their churches 
and schools — were erected with the financial assistance of 
Czarist Russia — chiefly through the intervention of the 
Bulgarian Exarchate established in 1870.

It is an indisputable historical fact that the Government 
of Czarist Russia displayed an attitude of repudiation in 
respect of the desire of the Bulgarian people that that 
Government should establish an autonomous Bulgarian 
national Church independent of the Greek Patriarchate. The 
tendency followed by the policy of Czarist Russia was to 
engineer the creation in Bulgaria of an independent orthodox 
Church subject to its own suzerainty, the object it had in 
view being to be able to realize its aims in the Balkans, the 
Dardanelles and Asia Minor by the aid of that Church. From 
this it is manifest that Russia never supported the aspirations 
of the Bulgarian Church to secure independence.

Our enemies have presumed to assert also that the 
Bulgarian schools in Thrace and Macedonia were established 
by the Exarchate. But the fact is that these territories had
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long been populated by Bulgarians, and that the Bulgarian 
schools in there territories were opened already in the first 
half of the nineteenth century, during the era of the 
Bulgarian enlightenment ( “ Aufkldrung”)  movement, — i. e. 
at a period prior to the establishment of the Exarchate. The 
Exarchate established in 1870 was indeed a result of that 
very enlightenment movement which set up the Bulgarian 
schools in these territories, the pupils educated in these 
schools having been to the fore in urging the establishment 
of the Exarchate.

In the territory of Macedonia and Thrace, as also in 
those Bulgarian regions in which bishops of Greek origin 
functioned, the liturgical language of the Church was Old 
Slav. When the movement to achieve the establishment of 
an independent Bulgarian Church' was started —  i. e. in the 
middle of the nineteenth century — , this language was 
replaced by the living Bulgarian language; and this 
endeavour achieved results in Macedonia and Thrace too.

Already in the closing years of the bitter period of 
Turkish occupation (which lasted for centuries) the monastic 
schools began to train the priests to be Bulgarians in feeling 
and at the same time to act as the professional propagators 
of the Bulgarian language. Side by side with the monastic 
schools there gradually sprang into existence other schools 
under the management of laymen; and the endeavour began 
to make headway which had for its object the establishment 
in this territory too of Bulgarian schools to take the places 
of the Greek schools. In the thirties of the nineteenth 
century there were large numbers of such schools managed 
by laymen whose mother tongue was Bulgarian to be found 
already in the towns and even villages of Macedonia and 
Thrace, as well as in the other parts of Bulgaria. The reason 
why such a development was possible was that the secular 
schools in question were not maintained by the State, the 
result being that they were established by society as were 
the schools in Bulgaria proper.

The elementary schools were established by the
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Bulgarian people itself, which was only too pleased to send 
its children to those schools; and, because it was realised 
that the schools represented a national and cultural value, 
the costs of maintenance were gladly undertaken even by 
the poorest citizens. Later on there were men's and women’s 
teaching colleges to train the generation of teachers which 
regarded as their principal duty the development of popular 
education.

After the liberation of Bulgaria in 1878 there was a 
rapid advance in cultural progress. There was already a 
whole generation waiting to do the work of furthering the 
upswing of Bulgaria's cultural life. It was this generation 
that brought into being the Bulgaria which was able worthily 
to take its place among the cultured Sates of Europe. Very 
soon there was so intensive an upswing of popular education 
in Bulgaria that the Bulgarian people played a leading role 
among the Slav peoples. Macedonia and Thrace were no 
exceptions in this respect either; simply becuse the work 
was done by Bulgarian society.

In the school-year 1894/95 there were already 667 
elementary schools in Thrace and Macedonia, —  363 being 
boy’s, 45 girls' and 295 mixed schools. Of those schools 111 
functioned in towns and 556 in villages, being distributed 
among the several districts as follows: —  Skopje, 126; 
Saloniki, 238; Adrianople, 118; Bitolj, 193; Constantinople, 
2. There were 949 teachers employed in the 667 schools; and 
the number of pupils was 36,623. Thirteen years later, in 
1907, the number of schools in Macedonia and Thrace was 
1640, the number of pupils 58,698. Immediately prior to the 
outbreak of the Balkan War —  in the school-year 1911/12 
— the number of schools had risen to 2129 and that of the 
pupils to 98,068. In the territories of Macedonia and Thrace 
belonging to the Turkish Empire there were at the same 
time 9 episcopal sees; and there were 1331 churches, 294 
chapels, 73 monasteries and 1310 Bulgarian monks engaged 
in serving the cause of national culture. In 1913 Serbia and 
Greece betrayed Bulgaria, detached from her Macedonia
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and Thrace, territories with a population the great majority 
of which was Bulgarian, and at a blow annihilated the 
.Bulgarian cultural institutions of those territories. The Greek 
language was once more introduced into the schools, or 
instruction in Serbian was forced on the Bulgarian 
population. The use of the Bulgarian language was punished 
as “ an attempt against the State". The Peace Edict of Neuilly 
annexed to the territory previously taken away those disricts 
too which Serbia needed for strategical reasons. The Serbians 
began a system of persecution of the inhabitants of these 
territories and of their national pride similar to that in force 
in those territories which had previously come into their 
possession without the people being consulted as to which 
nation they desired to belongt. In the western territory 
wrested from Bulgaria there were two large towns, Caribrod 
and Bossilegrad, and 106 villages. At Caribrod there was a 
Bulgarian gymnasium (grammarschool); in addition, there 
were 6 "city" schools and 116 Bulgarian elementary schools 
in this territory. The number of pupils was 7,892, and that 
of the teachers 269. The Bulgarian national Church had 45 
churches in its possession; while there were 42 Bulgarian 
priests to superintend the spiritual life of the people. Serbia 
was allotted the district of Strumica too.

The occupation by the Serbians which ensued in 1920 
was immediately followed by the closing of the Bulgarian 
schools. The teachers were turned adrift, and their places 
taken by Serbian teachers. The same fate was in store for the 
Bulgarian Church institutions too. The Bulgarian cultural 
institutions —  e. g. libraries, associations, sporting clubs — 
were closed.

This state of things lasted until last spring, when — 
as is well known —  the German Army liberated these 
territories from the yoke of Serbian and Greek occupation. 
The Bulgarian people was delivered from the bonds of 
slavery and was able once more to re-build its cultural 
institutions.

In the territories thus liberated the Bulgarian schools
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and churches were re-opened. The demand for culture which 
had been so long suppressed could once more be satisfied, 
and the Bulgarian people again breathed freely. The Bulgarian 
people welcomed the liberating troops with enthousiastic 
esctasy and gave touching proofs of its delight at being able 
to rejoin the body of the mother-country, from which it had 
been tom by brute force. The pleasure of the Bulgarian 
people was witnessed also by the German troops of libera
tion, who as they marched from village to village had 
opportunities galore of convincing themselves that the 
Bulgarian population had been groaning under foreign 
oppression and felt an inexpressible joy at their deliverance.

The ethnic unity of the Bulgarian people has now been 
realised. In the consciousness of this unity and by virtue of 
the strength derived from that consciousness, it is at present 
making efforts to re-build the cultural institutions destroyed 
by foreign oppressors and to make up for the criminal 
omissions perpetrated. The whole country will have to make 
great sacrifices to ensure the work of making good; but 
the re-annexed territories must also use every effort to make 
up for omissions and efface the signs of destruction. There 
in now an end for ever to the depressing state of thraldom. 
The Bulgarian people is now moving forward on its 
historical path, bent upon ensuring its economic, cultural and 
social development. At the same time it is ready to co-operate 
in the work of re-adjusting Europe and the world.
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