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In pursuanco of her historical mission Hungary keeps an 
eye on all her nationalities alike in order that she may 
be able to understand their wishes, solve their problems 

and redress their grievances. In the columns of this Review 
we have repeatedly dealt with the efforts made by the 
Magyars to solve the problems of the Serbian, Rumanian, 
Slovak etc. non-Magyar nationalities in the most human 
spirit possible, —  that being indeed the only course in 
keeping with the traditions of a thousand-year-old kingdom.

Our present article deals with the smallest ethnic group 
of Hungary —  indeed, probably of the whole of Europe. The 
“ Vend District”  is the territory lying in South-Western 
Hungary between the rivers Mura and Raba. This territory 
was cut by the Peace Edict of Trianon out of the Counties 
of Vas and Zala. Although the smallest numerically, the 
ethnic group of the Vends is not inferior either in importance 
or in value to any other European ethnic group. The aggregate 
number of the Vends does not exceed 70,000; their language 
is undoubtedly Slav, though it is not comparable to any 
of the languages of the Slav peoples surrounding them, being 
according to linguists most nearly related to Polish. 
According to the Russian linguist Shachmatov, the Vends 
are of Celtic origin and became slavised during the course of 
the sixth and seventh centuries. Yugoslav propaganda during 
the past twenty years used every effort to prove to the world 
that this tiny ethnic group, which was torn from the body 
of Hungary under the terms of the Treaty of Trianon, is in 
reality Slovene and as such a constituent element of the
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Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes. But never in 
the whole course of history have the Vends regarded them- 
selves as Slovenes, from whom they differ indeed both in 
language and in religious faith. Vend self-consciousness is 
so strong in every single Vend that in whatever language he 
may be asked what nationality he belongs to, he will reply 
that he is a Vend, — not that he is a Slovene.

For a thousand years —  ever since the Magyars' first 
appearance in Europe and their foundation of a State of 
their own in that Continent —  the Vends have belonged to 
Hungary. Never in the course of history have they even 
attempted to break away from their allegiance to that country 
or to turn against the Magyars. According to the data that 
have come down to us, the fact can be established that 
already in the first century after the conquest of Hungary 
by the Magyars the Vends all spoke Hungarian well, while 
at the same time preserving their own language. And the 
Magyars have always cherished affection and shown under
standing for the smallest non-Magyar nationality living in 
their country. We have innumerable data to prove that the 
majority of the Vends knew Hungarian already as far back 
as the thirteenth century and that their intellectual life since 
that period has always been Magyar. This fact is proved also 
by the churches at Totlak, Bantornya, Martonhely and Mura- 
szombat built in the fourteenth century and by the frescoes 
still to be seen on their walls, which — besides illustrating 
scenes from the Bible — depict also scenes from the lives of 
Hungarian Saints —  St. Stephen, St. Imre, St. Ladislas and 
St. Elizabeth. There are still extant ordinances dating from 
the days of Turkish occupation which were sent to the 
magistrates of the Vend villages by the Pasha of Kanizsa; 
and they are written in Hungarian. The church registers and 
other documents dating from the periods of the Reformation 
and Anti-Reformation prove that in this region the clergy

27



DANU BIAN REVIEW

pretyched their sermons in Hungarian. The church authorities 
took the evidence of and crossquestioned all parties in 
Hungarian; and at church assemblies the Vend men all spoke 
in Hungarian. The directest evidence documenting the 
community of the life of Vends and Magyars are the family 
names. The family names of a considerable proportion of 
the Vends are Magyar. The rumour propagated throughout 
Europe early in the century and echoed by the 
European Press which asserted that the Magyars were 
oppressing and were doing their best to magyarise the non- 
Magyar nationalities, finds a living refutation in the fact 
that the Vends still exist as a separate ethnic group. Had the 
Magyars really desired to magyarise the non-Magyar 
nationalities, it would certainly not have been a difficult task 
to denationalise a tiny ethnic group numbering roughly
50,000 souls.

For a thousand years there was never any doubt that 
this territory politically belonged to Hungary. Nevertheless, 
after the collapse of the Dual Monarchy, the Yugoslavs 
formed a detachment under the command of Captain 
Jurishitch and sent it — with the support of cavalry and 
artillery and armed with machine-guns — to invade the 
Vend District, which it broke into on December 26th, 1918, 
occupying Muraszombat, the chief town in the district.

But the Vends refused to accept the situation thus 
forced upon them and organised in secret; then, on January 
2nd, 1919, under the leadership of Vince Bednyak, they 
attacked the Yugoslav troops stationed at Muraszombat and 
drove them out of the town.

The Muraszombat affair exercised its due effect. One 
of the leading Members of the Government of Slovenia, for 
instance, declared that Yugoslavia did not need the Vend 
District. The fighting provoked by the Vends also had the 
effect of prevailing upon the Supreme Council and the
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Territorial Commission, by a resolution dated May 
1919, to reject the Yugoslavs’ demand relating to the 
District.

From a writing published by Stephen Zolger, Yugoslav 
Delegate to the Peace Conference, we learn that “ the Vend 
District would never have been subjected to Yugoslav rule 
if the French Delegates and experts had not on all occasions 
played the game of the Yugoslavs” , and “ if Tardieu had not 
arbitrarily perverted the meaning of the resolutions of the 
Supreme Council repeatedly to the advantage of the Yugo
slavs’’ , — a procedure which “ often involved him in a violent 
conflict with the representatives of other Great Powers” . 
The official Delegate of the Yugoslav Government taking 
part in the Peace Conference, therefore, proves in writing 
that the Supreme Council adjudged the Vends to Hungary, 
but that the Council's relevant resolution was arbitrarily 
changed by Tardieu, who drafted it to mean that the Vends 
should be incorporated in Yugoslavia. This is how, by false 
means, the Yugoslavs obtained permission to occupy the 
Vend District; and the occupation was carried into effect on 
August 12th, 1919.

In the third year of Yugoslav rule, on September 19th 
and 20th, 1921, the whole Vend people, carrying Hungarian 
flags and wearing Hungarian cockades, marched to the road 
along which the cars of the Boundary Commission were 
passing. The line of cars was stopped at various points by 
the Vends, who sang the Hungarian National Anthem, and 
only allowed the cars to proceed after they had given three 
cheers for Hungary. Colonel Cree, head of the Boundary 
Commission, speaks of the moving character of the 
demonstration in his report to the Council of Ambassadors. It 
was under the influence of these demonstrations that the 
Boundary Commission passed its resolution which proposed
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a new boundary to be demarcated for the Vend District. But 
the Yugoslav Government rejected the proposal.

The demonstration had sad consequences, the Yugoslav 
authorities visiting the Vend villages in succession and seizing 
every one —  men, women, boys and girls —  whom they 
suspected, the persons thus arrested being dragged to prison. 
The Hungarian Government, Colonel Cree and the Council 
of Ambassadors all intervened to secure the liberation of 
the victims. In the following years the Vend recruits, when 
they were summoned to join Yugoslav regiments, refused to 
obey the summons and, escaping over the frontier, reported 
for miltary servce to the Hungaran commands at Kormend, 
Szombathely, Zalaegerszeg and Nagykanizsa.

The Vends who had emigrated to the United States of 
North America also in many ways documented their loyalty 
to Hungary. They held meetings, and submitted memorandums 
and despatched telegrams to the Supreme Council and the 
Government with the request that the Vend District should 
be re-incorporated in Hungary.

.With the collapse of Yugoslavia the Vend District was 
restored to the mother-country; and the moment active life 
was resumed there, the Vend parents appealed to the 
Hungarian Government to allow their children to attend 
Magyar schools. The Hungarian Government, which respects 
the rights of the non-Magyar nationalities, has established 
Vend schools, leaving it to the choice of the parents to decide 
which school their children shall attend. Apart from 
guaranteeing them their cultural rights, the Government has 
granted —  and is still granting — the Vends economic 
assistance too. The constructive work has been begun under 
Magyar direction in this tiny territory too as it has in all 
the re-incorporated districts.
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