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The Hungarian Budget recently voted appropriates 
enormous sums for the development of the restored 
Transylvanian areas. The appropriation for road

building in the whole country is more than 50 million pengo, 
a very considerable part of which is to be devoted to widen
ing the Budapest— Kolozsvdr— Sepsiszentgyorgy highroad. 
The main road between Marosvasarhely and Gyergyoszent- 
miklos will also be widened, especially the section between 
Marosvasarhely and Parajd.

Besides the enormous sums appropriated in the Budget, 
mention must also be made of the 100 million pengo 
Transylvanian Premium Loan, subscriptions to which are 
pouring in. It is estimated that the 100 million originally 
fixed will be over-subscribed. The whole of this substantial 
sum is to be devoted to the development of the restored 
Transylvanian areas.

A very interesting report on mining affairs in the 
eastern parts of Hungary was published recently by the 
Ministry for Industry. In the rich mining districts of 
Northern Transylvania work is in full swing, and this 
although, when these parts were restored, the mines were in a 
most deplorable condition, so much so that it cost several 
million pengo to set them in working order again. These 
mines, which are of great importance, especially as regards 
the country's supplies of lead and zinc, are Kereszthegy, 
Felsobanya, Erzsebetbanya, Veresviz and Kapnikbanya. They 
are all situated in the Nagybanya district. The machinery 
of each one of them was in such a state of disrepair that 
the Hungarian State was obliged to expend large sums to 
make up deficiencies. Today, we may say with satisfaction 
that their output has risen considerably. This is of great 
value, not only as regards the country's requirements, but
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also because of the immediate advantages that Transylvanian 
industry and the industrial classes there will enjoy. In one 
year the above-mentioned five mines produced 178.000 tons 
of raw ore. In 1942 the Hungarian Ministry for Industry 
proposes spending five million pengd on a further improve
ment of their equipment, on modernizing the plants and 
building houses for the miners and mine officials. These 
investments will largely increase the output and thus the 
earning capacity of the mines. The output of the privately- 
owned mines situated in the Nagybanya district is also 
increasing by leaps and bounds. This is shown by the fact 
that in the State Budget for 1942 over seven million pengo 
have been set aside for the redemption of the products that 
must be handed over to the State, chiefly auriferous and 
argentiferous ore. The industrial secondary school of mining, 
smelting and deep drilling named after Anthony Pech (to 
which in the autumn of 1939 a fourth class and a smelting 
section were added) has been removed to Nagybanya by the 
Ministry for Industry. This secondary school is destined to 
play an important role in the development of the Hungarian 
mining industries, and, thanks to its present situation, will 
recruit its pupils primarily from among the youth of 
Transylvania. The Budget for 1942 sets apart 250.000 pengo 
for the buildings and equipment of this school.

The Lord Lieutenant of County Haromszek, Baron Peter 
Apor, has conducted important economic negotiations in 
Budapest, as a result of which it has been decided to 
establish the second tannin factory in the country at Gyer- 
gyoszentmiklos. Because of the increasing difficulty of 
obtaining imports, the Government is obliged to make 
provision for leather to be dressed here in the country. The 
factory to be established at Gyergyoszentmiklos will be a 
large one. It will be able to deal with all the oak and pine 
bark produced in the Szekler districts. In Kezdivasarhely the 
building of a distillery for making spirit from sugar-beet 
has been begun. It was also found necessary to reorganize 
the textile mill at Sepsiszentgyorgy in order that it should 
be able to deal with hemp and flax. To promote flax-growing 
it was decided to give effective assistance to the Szekler 
farmers of the districts. Next year, in order that the Sepsi-
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szentgyorgy mill should be able to work at its full capacity, 
flax and hemp will be grown on about 1500 yokes.

The Transylvanian action undertaken by the so-called 
“ Industrial Workers’ Organisation Institute” has made 
possible further industrial investments totalling 20 million 
pengo.

To encourage production the General Land Mortgage 
Bank has decided to double the amount hitherto issued as 
medium-term agricultural loans to Transylvanian farmers. 
This welcome decision means that a healthy flow of credit 
has begun in the direction of the Transylvanian villages.

Both the Government and the people of Hungary are 
eager to help to bring about an improvement in the social 
welfare and public health of the population of the restored 
Transylvanian areas. Special mention must be made of the 
Health Institute estabilshed at Csiksomlyo, the first modern 
institution of its kind in Szeklerland, a district badly 
neglected by its alien rulers. The Health Institute at Csik
somlyo was created by the Transylvania Society of Social 
Sisters. Its beginnings were made on an extremely modest 
scale during the Rumanian era; but its real development 
dates from the time when the restored areas returned. Today 
it boasts of absolutely up-to-date medical equipment, with 
water and electricity laid on, and it is certain to make 
further progress in the near future.

The Family Welfare Foundation has decided to build 
no fewer that 50 family houses in County Maros-Torda 
alone. Last year the Marosvasarhely committee of that 
Foundation distributed 10 pairs of horses and harness to 
families with many children, as well as 19 cows and 90 
rabbits to needy families. Many large families received 
garden plots to grow vegetables, and willow groves are being 
planted to provide the withes needed for basket-weaving. 
The Family Welfare Foundation devotes 24.000 pengo to the 
upkeep of day-nurseries. A  similar social and public health 
work is being done by the so-called "Family Welfare Self- 
Help” organization, which in one single town —  Kolozsvar 
—  in three months distributed 37 layettes among poor 
families. Dr. Valentine Homan, Hungarian Minister of Public
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Education, has made a donation of 5000 pengo to be given 
to the poor of Kolozsvar.

On 4th January a permanent People's Academy is to 
be opened at Akosfalva. During the Rumanian era it was 
proposed to create a denationalizing centre there, and for 
this purpose extensive building operations were begun in the 
middle of the village. The Vienna Award, however, put a 
stop to them. The building was completed by the Hungarian 
authorities and handed over to the village for a People's 
Academy. About thirty young eighteen-year-old Szekler lads 
living in the surrounding villages are waiting for the courses 
to begin on 4th January. The students will receive a general 
education, but many practical questions will also be 
discussed, —  economic and commercial questions an under
standing of which will help these young men to do their 
work at home with much greater self-confidence and 
efficiency.
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