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The adjustment of the educational affairs of the Germans 
of Hungary is a classical example of how a difficult 
problem of the kind may be solved in a manner 

satisfactory in every respect during the course of sound and 
organic development.

As a consequence of the Peace Edict of Trianon three 
and half million Magyars were subjected to foreign rule; 
while, though the population of Dismembered Hungary was 
reduced to one-fourth of its previous number, a very 
considerable German minority was left in the country, besides 
sporadic groups of other nationalities of no particular 
significance.

The foreign press frequently published charges brought 
by hostile propaganda (chiefly the work of Little Entente 
propagandists) asserting that Hungary was averse to 
accepting any fair settlement of the minority question and 
that even in her dealings with the German national minority 
she was very reluctant to adopt a policy of fulfilment in 
keeping with the much-stressed St. Stephen State-idea. The 
utter groundlessness of this accusation is shown most clearly 
and strikingly by the gradual adjustment of the educational 
affairs of the Germans of Hungary ensuing since the year 
1920.

The very first Government taking office after the over
throw of Communism issued an ordinance relating to the 
regulation of school matters —  a problem then forming the 
pivot of the German minority question in Hungary. This 
educational ordinance —  the work of the Prime Minister, 
Stephen Friedrich, and of the Minister for Minorities, Dr. 
James Bleyer, —  made the determination of the language 
of instruction dependent upon the free choice of the parents.
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This fundamental principle was accepted later on also by 
Count Stephen Bethlen, who on June 21st, 1923, in his 
capacity as Prime Minister issued an Order in Council 
establishing 3 fixed types of school for the solution of the 
schooling matters of the German minority. In the schools of 
Type A. the language of instruction was German, the 
Hungarian language as that of the State being taught only as 
a separate subject. In the schools of Type B. the instruction 
was given in both German and Hungarian (alternatively); 
while in the schools of Type C. Hungarian was the language 
of instruction, German figuring only as a separate subject.

This Order in Council was in force until 1935, when, 
in terms of Order in Council No. 11,000 ex 1935, the then 
Premier, Gyula Gombos, abolished the three types of school, 
reducing them to a common denominator and introducing the 
system of a mixed ( Hungarian-German)  language of 
instruction in all schools alike. The new ordinance, however, 
at the same time allowed scope also for the resolutions of 
parents' conferences and for the free expression by parents 
of their wishes. The so-called “practical" subjects were taught 
in the mother-tongue of the pupils and the so-called 
“national" subjects in the language of the State. The 
proportion of hours in the mother-tongue and the language 
of the State respectively was 54:56.

To render the adjustment of the schooling problem as 
fair as possible the Hungarian Government, however, took 
other measures too. The first of these measures was the 
establishment at Baja of a six-weeks' summer course for 
teachers employed in villages or townships with a
considerable majority of German inhabitants; these courses 
were attended every year by 120— 150 teachers. Five years 
ago a year's course was inaugurated at Budapest for 30 
certificated teachers of both sexes; the cost was borne in 
full by the State, and the language of instruction was ex
clusively German. Finally, two years ago, a teachers' 
training college using German as the language of instruction 
was established in Budapest to ensure the supply of teachers 
for German elementary schools.

The expansion of her frontiers did not bring about any 
change in respect of the educational affairs of the villages
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in Hungary with German populations. The Hungarian 
Government took over the German schools and institutions 
of the re-incorporated regions of Upper Hungary and of Sub- 
Carpathia and left the same intact. That was done also in 
North Transylvania and in the Szatmar area too, where all 
the secondary, “city” and elementary schools were enabled to 
continue functioning without interruption; and that is true also 
of the “Bacska” region incorporated in the mother-country 
in the spring.

Within the territory of the Dismembered Hungary of 
former days further steps were taken after the signature 
of the German-Hungarian minority treaty concluded in 
Vienna on August 30th, 1940, to further the definitive 
adjustment of the educational affairs of the German "ethnic 
group” . Early in the school-year 1940/41 the Budapest 
“Bleyer” Gymnasium (Grammar School) was opened; that 
being followed early in the school-year 1941/42 by the 
opening of the German Gymnasium at Pecs: the language of 
instruction in both schools being German. The Budapest 
German teachers’ training college has been expanded, while 
“city” schools using German as the language of instruction 
have been established at Bacsalmas, Hidas, Hogyesz, Baja 
and Nemetboly. And the introduction of German as the 
language of instruction during the current school-year in the 
elementary schools of 372 villages was ordained on September 
4th by Dr. Homan, Minister of Education (“Budapester 
Nachrichten", September 26th, 1941).

We would only add to what has been said above that the 
adjustment of the educational affairs of the Germans of 
Hungary outlined in the present article was effected in 
keeping with law and constitutional usage, —  not, as was 
done at the time in the so-called Succession States, by 
ministerial ordinances liable to alteration at any time or 
withdrawable at will which could not be regarded as in any 
respect a legally binding adjustment of this grave and 
delicate question.
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