
P O L I T I C A L  M O S A I C

CONCERNING Dr. BENES’S RECENT MANIFESTO
Quite recently Dr. Bene§ once more addressed the outside 

world through the microphone of a foreign radio. He once more 
proclaimed Czechoslovakism —  i. e. the idea aiming at the 
amalgamation of Czechs and Slovaks — , his object being thereby 
to again interfere arbitrarily in the matter of the adjustment of 
Central Europe.

In the eyes of history there is not the remotest doubt as 
to the value of Czechoslovakism as a State-idea; so long as 
that territory was compelled to form part of the Czecho-Slovak 
Republic, the economic life of Northern Hungary was exposed 
to a process of dissolution and decay. But even when the 
virulence of the Czecho-Slovak Republic was at its height and 
even after the completion of the work of destroying the industry 
of Northern Hungary, in 1930, the economic activity of the areas 
torn from the body of Hungary still gravitated southwards in the 
direction of the other Hungarian provinces.

By way of illustrating the looseness during the Czech rule 
of the economic connection between the former Austrian 
provinces and the territories wrested from Hungary, we would 
merely cite the statistical data officially issued relating to the 
goods traffic of the year 1929. It was in that year that Czecho
slovakia enjoyed the highest conjuncture, its trade with Hungary 
being normal too, since the denouncement of the commercial 
treaty by the Czechs did not ensue until 1930.

In the year in question (1929) the quantities of goods 
transported from Slovakia to the districts of the various railway 
managements of the historical provinces were as follows: —
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( in  thousands of tons)
From Pozsony 73 128 92 390 370 155 1,208
From Kassa 44 102 104 101 1,027 245 1,625

Quantities of goods transported from the historical provinces 
(as above) to Slovakia: —
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(in thousands of tons)
To Pozsony 38 42 27 207 1,018 87 1,419
To Kassa 15 17 8 30 886 25 981

2,400

The total inland goods traffic of the Czecho-Slovak State 
Railways according to the official statistics in 1929 amounted 
to altogether 61,465 tons, —  the quotas of this aggregate traffic 
falling to the share of Slovakia being 4.65% in the case of goods 
transported from Slovakia to the historical provinces and 3.9*/# 
in that of goods transported from the historical provinces to 
Slovakia. The total traffic (taking the traffic in both directions) 
was therefore 8.55°/o of the aggregate volume of goods carried 
by the State Railways; and 60°/o of this traffic was carried to the 
district of the Olmiitz management, which was nearest 
geographically. The trade between Slovakia and the Western 
half of the Republic was so infinitesimal as not to be of the 
slightest importance economically. In the same year (1929), 
however, Slovakia and Ruthenia delivered to Hungary 1,698,630 
tons of goods, despite the fact that the exchange of goods was 
materially hampered by political frontiers and customs dues. On 
the other hand, the circumstance that during the same year 
Hungary delivered only 300,000 tons of goods to the districts 
of the Upper Hungary of pre-Trianon days, shows how much 
greater is the interest of those districts attaching to the 
maintenance of close trade relations with Hungary than vice 
versa.

Nothing proves more strikingly the natural economic 
gravitation of Slovakia and Ruthenia towards the Hungarian 
Lowlands than the official Czech data quoted above. All that 
Trianon succeeded in doing was to change the political frontiers; 
the prevailing natural and geographical conditions kept the 
interdependence of the regions concerned unchanged.

In the light of the figures given above it was strange to 
hear Dr. Bene§ again obtruding his Czechoslovakism! Nevertheless, 
however great his obstinacy and his thirst for power may be, there 
is no disguising the real facts. What the peace treaties committed 
at Benes’s suggestion, must never be committed again. This man 
worked at the Peace Conference with Satanic tactics. Not only 
was he ignorant of the economic and geopolitical inter
dependences of Central Europe; he deliberately lied whenever 
these questions were broached. He advanced shallow streamlets 
to the dignity of navigable rivers and was indefatigable in
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fabricating statistics whenever the question of "status quo" was 
discussed at the Peace Conference. But the twenty years of 
Czecho-Slovakia's existence weighed the value of Benes’s 
aspirations in the balance and has damned those ambitions for 
ever in the eyes of world history.

THE "BACSKA" UNDER RE-CONSTRUCTION
In our last issue we dealt with the development of the 

districts of Southern Hungary which have been re-incorporated 
in the mother country only a few months. It was practically 
impossible within the limits of a single article to give an account 
of the constructive work in progress in the re-incorporated 
districts. The first and the most important task facing the State 
after the restoration was to re-adjust the unfortunate public 
conditions brought about partly by the activity of the Serbs 
during the past year and partly by the short war. This work of 
re-adjustment was furthered by the military administration, 
which rid this peaceful part of the country of the disturbing 
elements and once more enabled the industrious to resume their 
work. The military administration has now completed the task 
entrusted to it and is already gradually handing over its functions 
to the civil administration which is doing its work honestly and 
impartially in every part of the Kingdom of St. Stephen and 
among citizens of every race and tongue alike. After solving 
the question of public administration the Government began the 
work of economically and socially re-constructing the re-incor
porated districts of Southern Hungary. This territory is probably 
the most fertile land in Europe. To the Southerner the wheat of 
the South means life, while its development and its sale means 
more human conditions of living. Richly fertile as the soil of 
this Canaan is, its agriculture —  the factor of subsistence —  
was found to be in a very backward state, not having kept pace 
with the agrarian development of the past twenty years. The 
moment the work of re-construction was started, the Hungarian 
Government made it its primary object to raise the agriculture of 
the district to a European level. For that purpose the Govern
ment has begun to build an agricultural college in the metropolis 
of the “Bacska” ; while on the one hand rebuilding and repairing 
the old secondary agricultural school ruined by the Serbians 
during the period of their occupation, the Government is granting 
a subsidy of 500,000 pengo as contribution towards the cost of 
building a boarding school to accommodate 120 pupils and is 
establishing an experimental estate of some 600 yokes. It will 
be the business of the agricultural college to advance the soil of 
the "Bacska” once more to the high level at which it stood prior 
to the outbreak of the Great War in 1914. The development of 
agriculture is also the purpose of the measures and building
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operations undertaken for the repair of roads, bridges and canals. 
A ll the bridges in the re-incorporated territories of Southern 
Hugary have now been repaired; and the Francis Joseph Canal 
— the waterway connecting the Danube and the Tisza —  is in 
a few days to be once more opened for traffic. That will con
tribute to facilitate the marketing of agrarian produce. The land 
reform scheme will be carried into effect, —  though on the 
present occasion in a more humane and a juster form; and the 
place of the Serbians who have fled from the "B&cska” will be 
taken by the autochthonous inhabitants, to whom the abandoned 
estates of the Serbians will be allotted. The Government attaches 
great importance also to the cultivation of the industrial plants  
which as a consequence of the shortage of raw materials are 
in demand throughout the whole of Europe. These industrial 
plants afford their growers a larger yield than that accruing 
from the cereals grown under the older farming system. For 
that very reason the Government guarantees gratis seeds to all 
growers prepared to cultivate industrial plants. This seed action 
has already splendid results to show; for there is every 
probability that during the course of the autumn fifteen times 
the area utilised for the purpose last year will be sown with 
industrial plants.

In the cultural field great importance attaches to the 
School Ordinance issued by the Government during the current 
month. Under this ordinance of far-reaching importance children 
are to be taught in the schools in their mother tongue; the object 
of Government in issuing this ordinance being to set an example 
of a more humane treatment of the nationalities. The number 
of secondary and elementary school teachers has been increased; 
and the teachers in question have already taken the oath of 
allegiance. It should be noted that in the field of social policy 
the "Green Cross Movement” which has attained such splendid 
results has begun to function both in the ‘'Bacska" and in the 
re-incorporated districts of Baranya County. In the villages 
“Health Homes”, dispensaries for the treatment of lung d iseases  
and children s day-homes are being built; while the Green Cross 
Sisters are touring the countryside to bring health and healing 
to hundreds of villagers so often suffering from malaria and 
pulmonary affections. At Szabadka a largescale children's 
hospital and infant school are being built; while at Cheese the first 
of many hundreds of workers’ dwellings to be erected have been 
completed and allotted to poorer workers.

In all towns and larger villages in the "Bacska" the N ational 
Labour Exchange has established its branch organisations for 
the purpose of offering assistance to the labourers of Southern 
Hungary. Organisations have been established also by the 
National Union of Hungarian Women for the purpose of being
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able to offer immediate assistance in cultural and social matters 
to all families in need thereof.

During the twenty years that have just passed the towns 
wasted away for neglect, so that they today wear the appearance 
of mere villages. The active work for the re-invigoration of these 
towns has already begun: and large-scale town-building
operations are already in progress at Szabadka, Zombor and 
Zenta.

CIVIL ADMINISTRATION ALREADY INTRODUCED 
IN SOUTHERN HUNGARY

On August 15th, 1941, in Southern Hungary —  the last of 
the re-incorporated regions to be restored to the mother country 
— the military administration made way for the civil 
administration. The military administration had created order 
and laid the foundations for the work of re-construction. In 
introducing civil administration in these dictricts the Hungarian 
Government desred to manifest its wish that Hungary should 
rest on the foundation of the St. Stephens ideas according to 
which all Hungarian citizens of whatever race or tongue are 
equal in rank and enjoy equal treatment. The three lord 
lieutenants appointed to serve in Southern Hungary —  Dr. Leo 
Deak, Dr. Ivan Reok and Dr. Peter Fernbach —  are all the 
scions of ancient "Bacska” families and remained in that region 
during the 22 years of Serbian occupation in the service of the 
St. Stephen ideas. Dr. Leo Deak was President of the Magyar 
Party and protected the Magyar minority against Serbian 
oppression. Dr. Ivan Reok and Dr. Peter Fernbach all took 
prominent parts in the minority life of the past twenty years.

RECONSTRUCTION IN TRANSYLVANIA
On more than one occasion we have written of the heroic 

work being done by the Hungarian Government and the 
Hungarian nation to restore the parts of Hungary that were 
separated from the mother-country for twenty years to their 
former economic and cultural level. It is now a year since 
Transylvania returned to Hungary, and if those who knew that 
province during its period of slavery were to visit it now, they 
would see that it has made great progress since then. Immediately 
after the appearance of the Hungarian army the work of recon
struction began. In a very short time roads, bridges and railways 
gave proof of the vitality of the people of Transylvania and of 
the solicitude of the Hungarian Government. Roads are still in
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process of construction, and redoubled efforts will soon result 
in making Transylvania again a useful and productive part, not 
only of Hungary but also of Europe, thus adding to the 
prosperity of its people.

One of the old problems of Transylvanian economy is the 
question of industrialization. Transylvania is incapable of 
supplying its own agricultural needs, and is dependent on the 
mother-country for agricultural produce. On the other hand its 
hitherto unexploited natural resources promise prosperous 
industrial development. Preparations have been begun for the 
erection of a power-station of American dimensions at Gyergyo. 
By exploiting the water-power of Lake Gyilkos and the river 
Bekas this power-station will be able to generate a current of 
1600-—1800 H. P. It will not only supply the adjacent towns and 
villages with electric current, but will also be a great help to 
the sawmills. When it is ready Transylvania will have made 
great strides towards electrification. During the past twenty 
years Eastern Hungary and the restored areas of Transylvania 
were very poorly supplied with electricity. About 32°/o of Trianon 
Hungary was electrified, but only about 4% of the restored 
district of Transylvania. This unfavourable comparison is all the 
more striking if we remember that before the last Great War 
the Hungarian Government had begun to electrify the Transyl
vanian areas on a large scale. This work was allowed to lapse 
and was even restroyed by the Rumanians. Besides the erection 
of a power-station at Gyergyo, another plan of great importance, 
the financial preparations for which are approaching conclusion, 
is the scheme to construit an electric line capable of carrying
100.000 volts between Kolozsvar, Nagyvarad, Debrecen and 
Nyiregyhaza. This work, which will cost several million pengd, 
is to be begun shortly, and its completion will greatly assist the 
Hungarian Government in its effort to electrify Transylvania and 
thus promote the development of industry in that region.

Another thing that is closely connected with the 
industrialization of Transylvania is the extensive prospecting 
wirk that is being done under the guidance of M. Varga, 
Minister for Industry, and which has already proved very 
succesful in discovering natural gas. According to M. Varga 
large quantities of natural gas have been discovered around 
Szamosujvar and Marosvasarhely, and the buildings required for 
its exploitation are now under construction. When they are ready 
they will prove of great advantage to the industrial plants 
already in existence and to those about to be established in that 
district.

The Hungarian Government is doing all that is humanly 
possible to raise the level of economy in those sorely tried 
regions, but all its work would be of no avail without the co 
operation of private capital. For this reason the Government
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goes to all possible lengths in its efforts to assist private enter- 
prize. One of the must striking examples of this is afforded by 
the development noticeable in the case of County Haromszek. 
In consequence of the frontier drawn by the Vienna Award that 
county lost the factories dealing with its raw products, which 
in the past were what provided the people of the county with a 
means of livelihood. Last month factory after factory was 
established, this not only compensating in productive capacity 
for those lost, but even surpassing them. With the aid of 
Government loans a sugar refinery, a large brewery and malt 
factory and a flax and hemp mill have been or are being built.

An important role is being played in Transylvanian economy 
by the Hangya Co-operative Society, so much so that to omit 
mention thereof would be to give an incomplete picture of the 
whole. It was thanks to the Hangya that despoiled Transylvania 
was provided with the needful commodities immediately after 
its restoration. The Hangya makes provision not only for its 
own local branches, but also for other retail dealers. . The 
Hangya is now engaged in strenuous productive work. In order 
to ensure a livelihood to the population it has organized an 
export trade which secures better prices for Transylvania's 
products. Loans to encourage the fattening of pigs have been 
issued to small farmers. Depots for collecting eggs, fruit, 
medicinal herbs and feathers have been opened, and distilleries 
of vinegar, brandy and spirits have been established by the 
Hangya. In industry as well as in commerce that co-operative 
society is doing the lion's share of the work of reconstruction 
in Transylvania.

In the sphere of culture the Government has reorganized 
.education. The number of teachers in the nationality as well as 
in the Magyar schools has been increased, new elementary 
schools have been established and a new 120 kilowatt broad
casting station is to be set up in Kolozsvar. Very important for 
the national minorities is the Ordinance issued by the Minister 
of Education which deals with the secondary school education 
of non-Magyar children. In terms thereof, in schools where 
hitherto teaching was bilingual, where the children were taught 
in Hungarian as well as in their mother-tongue, in future the 
pupils’ mother-tongue is to be the only medium of instruction. 
In those schools the children belonging to the national minorities 
will be taught in their own languages and Hungarian will merely 
be taught as a subject. This Ordinance has been welcomed with 
great satisfaction by all the nationalities in Hungary.

Europe is in the throes of war; all the world over constructive 
work has to contend with the greatest difficulties, and yet the 
areas restored to Hungary a year ago are progressing and 
developing and finding their way back to a European level from 
the slough of the Balkans.
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HUNGARIAN INDUSTRY

The war has proved beyond a doubt, not only the great 
importance of Hungarian industry from the point of view of the 
country's economic life and social development, but also that 
the highly-developed industrialisation of the country has very 
considerably multiplied the striking power of the country's 
national defence system. Its recognition of this fact is responsible 
for the extreme pleasure with which Hungarian public opinion 
has taken cognizance of the Government's industrial policy and 
schemes for the development of industry and for the sincere 
enthusiasm with which it has endorsed that policy.

In connection with the ensuring of the continuity of 
industrial operations the most serious problems which confront 
the Government under the present war conditions are those 
incidental to the procural of raw materials.

As a consequence of the relentless British blockade weighing 
so heavily on the whole of Europe there is a shortage in overseas 
raw materials, not only in belligerent, but also in non-belligerent 
and neutral countries. The deficiencies have to be compensated 
for either by the opening up of inland sources of raw materials 
or by the manufacture of artificial materials, though partly also 
by a judicious and elastic commercial policy.

The Hungarian Government is making full use of all three 
expedients. M. Joseph Varga, Minister for Industry, has repeatedly 
spoken of the probing and boring work being done all over the 
country for the purpose of discovering fresh sources of raw 
materials. These prospecting operations have been facilitated by 
the four additions of territory secured by the restoration of 
areas wrested from Hungary in 1920, the country having thereby 
re-acquired the possession of very valuable mining districts. Two 
months ago the Government presented to Parliament a contract 
made with one of the largest German concerns in the matter of 
prospecting for oil; though in addition Hungarian experts are 
continuously engaged in the work of prospecting for oil, natural 
gas, coal, iron and other ores.

Provision has also been made for the utilisation of raw 
materials previously not employed for industrial purposes, and 
for placing the same at the service of the public needs. A 
measure taken with that object was, for instance, that which 
made obligatory the employment of pigskin for the manufacture 
of sole leather and uppers.

To increase the volume of textile raw materials a thread 
known as “kotonin” is being manufactured out of the flax and 
hemp straw previously used exclusively as litter; this thread 
has proved of very great value as a material for mixing with 
others. After successful experiments it has proved possible to 
obtain a good quality of lubricating oil from inland mineral oils;
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in the past this article had to be imported, there being no such 
article obtainable in Hungary. To replace the oils required for 
drugs and medicaments means have been found to extract oil 
from vegetable seeds cultivated in our country.

Work is being done on an enormous scale for the purpose 
of developing our sources of energy.

During the twelve months from July 1st, 1940, to June 30th, 
1941, the electrification of a further 24 parishes was completed 
and preparations made for the electrification of another 165 
parishes (villages and townships). Thereby the total length of 
high-tension cables in the country was increased by altogether 
318 kilometres. Electric energy is being utilised on an increasing 
scale for industrial purposes too, —  a circumstance that involves 
a saving of coal.

New Factories Being Built.
So far as the immediate development of industry is con

cerned, the Ministry is endeavouring to further the establishment 
of new plants or the expansion respectively of plants already in 
existence the raw materials required by which are to hand in 
the country —  or such as are of importance from the point of 
view of national defence interests or as employing a large 
volume of labour. Some time back the Minister for Industry 
announced the building of a new aluminium factory, speaking 
also of the fact that the establishment of an artificial fibre and 
artificial silk thread factory was in progress too, the raw material 
required by the latter being to hand in the mighty forests of 
the re-incorporated territories. Work is also in progress for the 
construction of a Hungarian artificial rubber factory to be 
founded with the object of ensuring the country the supply of 
a material not procurable today. The primary point in the 
programme for the development of existing factories is the 
modernisation of the obsolete technical equipment. The Ministry 
for Industry is elaborating a new Bill for the development of 
industry which is taking into account technical progress and the 
changed times. Another Draft Bill deals with the formation of 
compulsory "trusts” and with the adjustment of the work of 
establishing and expanding industrial undertakings.

Besides developing manufacturing industry the Ministry is 
permanently engaged in supporting craftsmen and artisans and 
in furthering the development of the crafts. Last year nearly
500,000 pengo were granted to craftsmen and tradesmen in the 
form of personal loans (without security); 163,000 pengo being 
loaned in the form of cottage industry relief and 52,000 pengo 
in that of machine subsidies. A  further sum of 34,000 peng6 was 
granted for the building of halls for industrial corporations. This 
May the three-thousandth industrial continuation course given 
since 1936 was held. The enhancement of expert qualifications
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is the object of the artisans’ workshops, the number of which 
has now increased to 120. The work of collecting data for the 
purpose of realising a scheme of pensions for craftsmen and 
artisans, has been completed; decisive steps may be expected 
to be taken in this matter in the near future.

19 million pengo for "family allowances” of industrial workers.
In the field of social policy the Government has despite the 

war conditions maintained in force the provisions of the existing 
laws. The work of fixing minimum wages has been continued; 
and when conditions changed, in view of the advance of prices 
supplements were added to the amounts of wages previously in 
force —  in the first instance 7% and in the second 8°/o, that 
being an increase of altogether 15°/o.

The system of “children’s schooling allowances” was
extended, first to the re-incorporated territories of Transylvania 
and then to the re-incorporated districts of Southern Hungary, 
the sums paid out under the head of such allowances between 
July 1st., 1940, and June 30th, 1941, aggregating 19,000,000 
pengo. The 50% reduction of railway fares connected with the 
system of paid holidays was made use of during the past year 
by 125,000 workers and at least 250.000 dependants (wives and 
children, etc.). Among the plans for the future the greatest 
importance attaches to that for the nationalisation of labour 
exchange (registry office) business and the establishment of
chambers of labour. The Ministry has further elaborated the plan 
of an action for the building of workers' family houses within the 
framework of which it is proposed to ensure considerable building 
loans to encourage the house-building activity of private under
takings and to make it possible for industrial workers to obtain
possession of homes of their own.

Facts and results prove that notwithstanding the 
exceptional conditions prevailing today the Bardossy Govern
ment is proceeding in the work of carrying its programme into* 
effect without interruption in every field of Hungarian life.
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