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One of the busiest institutions in the restored parts of 
Transylvania is the Transylvanian Economic Council 
whose task it is to remove all traces of the careless 

Rumanian regime and raise the level of economy in those 
much-tried areas to that of the mother-country. Day by day 
from the Transylvanian Press we learn of the splendid plans 
elaborated and the successful results achieved by that 
Council. It considers that one of its most important tasks 
is to acomplish the economic recovery of Szeklerland, 
that part of Transylvania which suffered most during the 
Rumanian era. For it is well known that the 22 years of 
Rumanian rule, with its measures devised with a view to 
denationalizing and impoverishing the nationalities, weighed 
most crushingly on the Szeklers of pure Magyar stock, and 
that in consequence the Hungarian Government's helping 
hand is most urgently needed by them.

The Transylvanian Economic Council receives reports 
from the economic experts appointed to study conditions in 
the Szekler counties, and adopts all the suggestions contained 
in them that seem calculated to promote eoonomic prosperity 
in Szeklerland. The Council is very gratified to see that 
in the course of the past few months the Government, acting 
on those suggestions, has taken useful measures calculated 
to raise the level of economic life in Szeklerland to that 
of the mother-country.

Thus in the interests of cattle-breeding the Government 
has ordained that all the students of veterinary surgery 
who because of the Vienna Award were not able to take
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their degrees at the Rumanian universities are to receive a 
large reduction of the fees for instruction and board at the 
Budapest Veterinary College, as well as other educational 
facilities, in order that they may be able to pass their 
examinations as quickly as possible. To facilitate the educa
tion of the Szekler trade apprentices several hundreds of 
them were placed in excellent industrial schools in Hungary, 
where they will receive a first-class industrial training. Now 
a further 250 have been ensured places in those schools.

With a view to preventing the floods which so often 
cause great damage in Szeklerland the Hungarian Minis
try of Agriculture has approved the formation of dike comp
anies whose task it will be to regulate the rivers Olt and 
Maros. With Government support these companies will 
shortly begin to function.

The Hungarian State Railways in Szeklerland are 
offering certain facilities in passenger traffic to Szekler 
workmen. Groups of five or more workmen are to receive 
tickets at half-price.

The great work of prospecting for minerals has also 
begun in Szeklerland, and the Council is now urging the 
Ministry of Industry to extend the operations initiated by 
the State.

The Government has already done much to modernize 
the Transylvanian watering-places and summer resorts, and 
it is with great pleasure that we report that, thanks to the 
joint support of various institutions, tourist traffic and 
business at these watering-places is developing briskly.

Cottage industries are of great importance in Transyl
vania, and the Government is doing what it can to encourage 
them. The Trnsylvanian Hangya (Ant) Co-operative Society 
deals with any request for courses of instruction or applica
tions for equipment. Several concrete steps have already 
been taken in this matter. The linking up of the Hangya with 
the cottage industries was a happy idea, for thanks to the 
Hangya's inland and foreign business connections, the pro
ducts of the cottage industries will be able to find good 
markets. To encourage basket-weaving, which is a profitable 
occupation, willows are being planted in numerous suitable 
parts of Transylvania.
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In connection with the proposed electrification of the 
Szekler districts it should be mentioned that an extensive 
programme of work has already been elaborated, which, 
when carried through, will provide the required electrical 
power.

Alongside of the Transylvanian Economic Council, as 
the chief economic organization, the Transylvanian Magyar 
Economic Society and the Alliance of Transylvanian Economic 
and Credit Co-operative Societies will continue its im
portant national work. These two institutions played a 
significant part in maintaining the national life of the Magyar 
minority in Rumania. On 3rd June was held the general 
meeting of the Alliance of Transylvanian Economic and 
Credit Co-operative Societies, at which the President, Count 
Ladislas Bethlen, submitted a report of great achievements 
and far-reaching plans. The entire official staff of the 
Alliance was present, as were also many influential re
presentatives of co-operative societies from the mother- 
country. In his opening speech Count Bethlen gave an out
line of the successful work hitherto accomplished by the 
Alliance and announced that, although the Transylvanian 
Alliance intended to join the General Hungarian Alliance 
of Co-operative Societies, it would continue to work on the 
old lines and rely primarily on its own strength. It had been 
the late Premier Count Paul Teleki’s decision that the institu
tions that had survived the alien regime, amongst others 
this Alliance, should retain their autonomy, and the wishes 
of the Great Deceased were law for Transylvania.

After the restoration of the Transylvanian areas, in 
order to assist the credit co-operative societies there, their 
sister institutions in the mother-country lent them two 
million pengb, partly in the form of a subscription of their 
shares, partly in the form of deposits. The National Bank of 
Hungary has granted the Alliance a very considerable re
discount credit. In terms of the agreement concluded with 
the General Mortgage Bank the Transylvanian credit co
operative societies are to participate in all kinds of loans 
issued by that Bank, including the 4Vs% investment loan 
redeemable in 15 years.

At the time when the Rumanians evacuated the restored
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areas the plants for the manufacture of milk products belong
ing to the Alliance were severely damaged. That damage 
has now been repaired and new plants have been established. 
In accordance with instructions issued by the Ministry of 
Agriculture several establishments have been opened where 
farmers can sell their cheese made of sheep’s milk at a 
good price. A  dairy school has also been opened with the 
aid of the Transylvanian Economic Council.

A brewery and a starch factory to absorb surplus stocks 
of potatoes are being erected. They will be ready to begin 
work in October. The building of the factory at Csikszent- 
simon will cost 220.00 pengo, and the Alliance has issued 
a loan for this purpose on very favourable terms. A  cheese 
factory to be established at Barot will cost about
150.000 pengo, another at Kezdivasdrhely 80.000 pengo, and 
a smaller one in County Maros-Torda 30.000.

The Joint Tenants (compossessorati) of Gyergyo have 
decided to run their property on a co-operative system. 
The Magyar people of Gyergyo have formed a co-operative 
society for the purpose of marketing their timber them
selves. This marks the end of the cut-throat system under 
which the Rumanian forestry officials, on the one hand, and 
rapacious middlemen, on the other, exploited and ruined 
the forests, which are practically the only means of sub
sistence possessed by the Magyars of Gyergyo. The market
ing co-operative society now formed embraces nine Gyergyo 
villages with an aggregate population of 60.000. This large 
co-operative will sell the entire quantity of timber produced 
by those Gyergyo villages and the Gyergyo Joint Tenants. 
The profits will be employed to establish industrial works 
for the manufacture of agricultural products, which provide 
opportunities of work ensuring a decent livelihood to many 
thousands of Szeklers. The enthusiasm of the people of 
Gyergyo for the new project is manifest from the fact that 
the value of the shares subscribed already amounts to
220.000 pengo.

These were the main points of the President’s report. 
The general meeting expressed a wish that the above- 
mentioned co-operative movement should be extended to the 
whole of Szeklerland, seeing that the situation was practic
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ally the same everywhere as in Gyergyo. The meeting decided' 
that the Alliance should avail itself of the five million pengo 
credit appropriated in the Ministry of Agriculture’s Budget 
for the assistance of the Transylvanian timber trade and use 
this sum to establish that trade on a co-operative basis.

Northern Transylvania and Szeklerland, which during 
the Rumanian era were always treated like step
children by the successive Rumanian Governments just 
because they were predominantly Magyar, now begin to 
revive and take their place with growing eagerness in the 
great upswing noticeable in aggrandized Hungary's national 
economy.
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