
P O L I T I C A L  M O S A I C

THE HUNGARIAN PREMIER ON THE VALUE 
OF THE HUNGARIAN PEOPLE AND ON ITS 

NATIONAL DUTIES
At the meeting of the Government Party held at Miskolc on 

January 12th. the Prime Minister made an important speech in 
which, among other things, he said:

"The year that has just passed gave us territories. The world 
is still in a ferment, and we too are surrounded on all sides by 
dangers which can be foreseen and by such as no one can 
foresee. People must be prepared to meet all dangers that come 
their way. The way to do that is simple enough, — we must be 
Magyars, refusing to renounce our Magyar character; we must 
not be of little faith; nor must we allow faintheartedness to drive 
us to surrender to any one, wherever he may come from; we 
must cling steadfastly to our Magyarhood. We have in the course 
of our history often had to meet recurring dangers; but we have 
always proved able to cope with those dangers: we have always 
held our own, and today we are still here in Europe. Today the 
problems to be solved do not culminate in the question whether 
we are at war or not? It is greatly to our advantages if we are 
not involved; but we too have problems to face which are far 
harder than that. These are the problems, not of today, but of 
this half-century."

The Magyar Mentality Has Stood the Test of Ten 
Centuries.

“The dangers which are now rending Europe — continued 
Premier Teleki — are spiritual ones; and as a consequence every 
nation must take good care of its own soul and see that that soul 
remains strong and untainted. If I would define our duty. I would 
quote the words of St. Stephen — “Our duty to the world in 
these awful times is to preserve a nation intact: can there be a 
nobler, greater or finer duty than that?" This is our duty today. 
We owed the world the duty of preserving our country against 
the Turks; and Bela IV. also wrote the Pope that it was his duty 
to preserve the country for the good of the world. This I too 
regard as the first of our duties, — to preserve for the good of 
the world a nation intact and unchanged. This is the only thing 
we can do today; and we shall have done our duty if we succeed 
in preserving a nation for the good of the world. The nation is 
conscious of the necessity of self-preservation — of the preserva
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tion of its spiritual character. With the nation fully conscious of 
that there need be no fear of our being lost; and it is well worth 
working. The nation must be kept united and developed; and it 
must be made self-conscious. We have peculiar national values 
of our own which make us exceptionally qualified to direct and 
develop the Danube Basin. This I have never shrunk from 
declaring in conversation with Germans and Frenchmen and 
indeed with every one. What we are doing is preserving that 
Magyar mentality which has stood the test of ten centuries. This 
must not be abandoned or thrown overboard; it must not be 
played with, for those who play with it are no members of the 
nation."

What Membership of the Nation Means.
"Those who are working primarily for the community are 

faced with new duties", said the Premier. "Internationally these 
duties consist in a coordination of the service and work of the 
whole nation irrespectively of person, there being no room for 
favouritism or spite. The second category of duties is that com
prised in the conception of the St. Stephen idea. This means the 
art of directing and leading a country of many languages. In 
Hungary membership of the nation does not mean that the 
member must have been born a Magyar — true-blue Magyar — 
the child of Magyar parents tracing his origin to Magyar great- 
grandparents, living in the country where his ancestors too lived; 
it means that he must undertake the common duties of the 
Hungarian nation. Persons of the kind are welcomed by us and 
received as has been the custom here for ages. This is our con
ception of the nation — the conception which has been ours for 
a thousand years. The moment we forget that we are done for. 
In dealings with the outside world our chief duty today is to 
vindicate the dignity of the independent Hungarian State. Things 
are happening which are beginning to very nearly affect our 
national pride and our national self-respect."

The Concept of Nation Professed by the Magyars
for a Thousand Years.

“ If any one compares the idea expressed in the term "nation" 
as conceived by us with that proclaimed by the "Western 
Europeans", concluded the Premier, "the future will be found to 
endorse our conception of the nation as embracing and uniting 
persons of divergent origin. In this patr of Europe the only 
possible solution is a spiritual understanding. And that is in 
keeping with our conception of the nation which has been in force 
for a thousand years; or rather, this conception is best calculated 
to produce a spiritual understanding. If by maintaining our 
original character we are able to contribute something, however
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little that something may be, we shall have shown the world ge
nerally and Europe in particular something that will raise the 
nation in value high among the nations of Europe. I derive 
strength from the conviction that there is something able to main
tain us which we may present to the world as a gift.

THE PRIME MINISTER ON HUNGARY'S SITUATION 
AND FUTURE TASKS

On 23rd January the Hungarian Prime Minister introduced 
in Parliament the Bill dealing with Hungary's act of joining the 
Three Power Pact concluded by Japan, Germany and Italy, as 
well as the Bill dealing with the enactment of the Hungaro- 
Yugoslav Treaty of Friendship. Both Bills were unanimously 
passed by the House with great enthusiasm. That same day, after 
presenting the new Minister of Agriculture, Baron Daniel Banffy, 
to the House, the Premier delivered an impressive speech in 
which, amongst other things, he said: —

"We might say that last year was the year of national 
achievement. Our Magyar population was reinforced, not only 
in number, but also in quality. Compared with last year, which 
I have described as the year of national achievement, 1941 may 
be called the first year of reconstruction for the aggrandized 
country. This comparison at the same time marke the difference 
in the nature of our work in the past and in the future. As I 
see them, the tasks of reconstruction fall into three major cate
gories. What I would call first-line tasks are those which will 
be of particularly great importance in the near future. They are 
the varying tasks that must be accomplished within short periods 
of time in the fields of economy, administration and education. 
Behind them lies another field, the field of unending national 
work. There other tasks await us, the tasks of state-building and 
social construction."

Preparations for post-war work.
“The Minister of Finance, M. Louis Remenyi-Schneller, has 

summed up in his comprehensive and systematic work the spheres 
of labour of the Ministers and Ministries dealing with na
tional economy. In that programme of work account has been 
taken of the present difficulties and those awaiting us in the 
immediate future, of the need to adapt ourselves to circumstances 
which will continue to weigh upon us in a warring Europe so 
long as that war goes on in our immediate neighbourhood.

"But we must also make preparation for the work of state
building which will await us when the war is over and the need 
of war labour and the manufacture of war materials have come 
to an end.

"Some of the immediate problems are of a decidedly acute 
nature. Such, for instance, is the problem of public supplies.
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"In the sphere of administration a whole series of reforms 
are either ready or in preparation. They will shortly be laid 
before Parliament. The nation must gradually effect a change 
of forms, without altering the Constitution, for the substance of 
the Constitution itself must never be changed. The Minister of 
Finance will submit a Bill dealing with the taxes to be paid by 
persons exempt from military service and the taxes on excessive 
profits, as well as with a new regulation of dues and luxury 
taxes. The Minister of Industry will also introduce a few new 
Bills. One of them is a Bill dealing with the National Industrial, 
Commercial and Mining Chamber of Labour, another with the 
nationalization of the industrial, commercial and mining labour 
exchanges and with a modification of the provisions of the en
gineering bye-laws. A Bill is also under preparation dealing 
with the regulation of the monopoly of explosives and gunpow
der, the status of private exployees, and a reorganization of the 
Chambers of Commerce and Industry.

“What a young man brings with him from school is not 
enough to last him his whole life: grown-up people must be 
educated in each changing stage of life and prepared for new 
tasks. During the spring session the Minister of Education will 
introduce a Bill dealing with popular education. About the same 
time he will also introduce another dealing with physical train
ing, chiefly with the regulation of social sports.

"The Reform of the Constitution is a sacred task, which must 
not be undertaken except seriously, with a clear brain, in a 
Hungarian spirit, and with due composure, certainly not as a 
means of sensation-mongering. I am so convinced of the nation’s 
strength that 1 feel sure it will be able to solve the most 
awkward problems even in the present difficult times. It is im
portant for the world that a Hungarian nation should continue 
to exist, and it is only by our own strength of soul that we 
can preserve it alive.’’

RUMANIAN SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN HUNGARIAN 
TRANSYLVANIA

The reorganization of secondary education in the reannexed 
parts of Transylvania was carried out by the Hungarian Govern
ment in October 1940. Needless to say, special care was taken of 
the education of the Rumanian population in Transylvania.

During the Rumanian regime there was not one single Hun
garian secondary school maintained by the State in Transylvania. 
Only two State schools were provided with Magyar sections: the 
Gojdu Lyceum in Nagyvarad and the Boys’Commercial School's 
at Kolozsvar. In the latter the Magyar section was maintained 
simply because the school had formerly been Hungarian private 
property before it was confiscated by the State. But even this
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section was only nominally Magyar, because only three members 
of its staff were Magyars, all the others being Rumanians. Even 
in the purely Magyar cities and counties of Transylvania the 
Rumanian State maintained only Rumanian secondary schools.

The reorganization of secondary education has now secured 
the most favourable treatment of the Rumanian population. At 
present there are 9 Rumanian secondary schools in Transylvania; 
each of these is attended by large numbers of Rumanian school 
children, and the members of the staffs are mostly Rumanians. 
The figures are the following: Nagyvarad, Naszod, Szamosujvar 
1 each; Beszterce 2, Kolozsvar 4. The schools include grammar 
schools, girls high schools, a teacher's training college and pro
fessional schools. This shows how earnestly the Hungarian Govern
ment is endeavouring to secure the secondary education of the 
Rumanian minority in Transylvania.

All Rumanian professors from the University of Kolozsvar 
and the academies in the same cities —  which have now resumed 
their old pre-war work as seats of Hungarian learning —  left 
before the re-annexation, with the exception of Prof. Livius Lazar 
who has been appointed professor of political economy in the 
Hungarian University of Kolozsvar.

HUNGARIAN EX-SERVICEMEN ENERGETICALLY PROTEST 
AGAINST FALSEHOODS

“ A meeting of the Committee of the Hungarian Ex-Servicemen's 
Alliance, with Count Joseph T akach-T olvay in the chair, was held 
on 15th January. At this meeting one of the subjects discussed 
was the historically false reports being spread by the Rumanian 
ex-servicemen. The resolution adopted by the meeting, copies of 
which were sent to foreign ex-servicemen's organizations, states 
that in the second year of the 1914— 1918 war the Rumanian army 
swooped down with overwhelming force on the practically 
defenceless town and villages of Transylvania. During this 
campaign, which lasted about a year, the Rumanians —  says the 
resolution —  distinguished themselves less by their deeds of 
valour than by panic-stricken retreat and the surrender of almost 
the entire area of Rumania. The indisputable fact that when 
Rumania was recognized in 1878 as an independent country its 
historical frontiers were demarcated without the inclusion of 
Transylvania cannot be altered by any attempts at falsifying 
history. The Hungarian ex-servicemen energetically protest against 
the falsehoods reiterated by the Rumanian ex-servicemen. In con
clusion the meeting sent greetings to the Bulgarian Ex-Service
men's Alliance on the occasion of its President's visit to Buda
pest.
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ANTI-SOCIAL AND ANTI-MINORITY TENDENCY 
OF RUMANIAN LAND REFORM

It is a well-known fact that the Rumanian Land Reform, 
which was carried out after the Great War, had a severely anti
minority tendency and, in addition to this, was anti-social and 
disregarded the principles of political economy. The total area 
of land sequestered from the Magyar owners was as much as 
2.895.027 yokes; among those who received land under the Land 
Reform were, among others, 45.628 Magyars, who represent only 
16.3%> of the entire number: 280.679, although the Magyars re
presented 31.6% of the entire population of Transylvania; but 
even these few Magyars received only small lots of land under 
the Land Reform. The chief purpose of the Land Reform was to 
destroy the economic foundations of Magyar minority life; a no 
less important man than the "Conducator” , General Antonescu, 
himself admits this fact in an interview to the reporter of the 
“Volkischer Beobachter” (September 13, 1940, Vienna edition). 
Here he says that the chief purpose of the Rumanian Land Re
form was political propaganda; we say that if it really served 
political purposes, its main object was to economically annihilate 
the Magyar minority. We read, moreover, in M. Carcilid Constan
tin’s latest work ("Structura proprietatii rurale in Romania si 
influenta ei asupra productiei agricole": "The structure of rural 
properties in Rumania and its influence on agricultural produc
tion”), that the Rumanian Land Reform was carried out with so 
little preparation and produced such an imperfect solution that 
its effect on national production has been wellnigh disastrous. The 
production per yoke has decreased as a result of the Land Re
form, because intensive cultivation did not follow the break up 
of large estates. The large estates produced 15.48 q. of wheat per 
hectare, while the small holding produced only 13.42 q.; of rye 
the large estate and small holding produced 17.99 q. and 14.26 q. 
respectively. What is the cause of this?, the Rumanian author 
inquires. The true cause is that the small holdings have not been 
equipped with draught-animals and agricultural implements. To 
the Rumanian author's reply we may add: One of the chief causes, 
ai any rate, certainly was that the land had been given to people 
who had no training in agricultural work. The Rumanians had 
been herdsmen in Transylvania and, though they did receive land 
under the Land Reform, did not know anything about agriculture. 
The effects of this untoward action are now making themselves 
more and more felt in Rumania's national life: the supply of 
cities with corn is becoming increasingly difficult, and the possi
bilities of exportation are almost nil. And it is not easy to see 
hew this situation could be mended when we consider that 35.8% 
of the arable land has been split up into tiny lots of not more 
than 5 hectares each.
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THE BULGARIAN PREMIER SPEAKS OF HIS COUNTRY'S 
REVISIONIST ENDEAVOURS

After his much discussed visit to Vienna early in January, 
M. B. Filoff, Prime Minister of Bulgaria, on January 12th., at a 
crowded popular meeting held at Roustchouk made a speech 
causing no small stir in which he made a statement also respecting 
Bulgaria’s treaty revision policy. Of this question —  which under 
the exceptionally grave conditions prevailing is of a most delicate 
character —  M. Filoff spoke with a wise moderation but at the 
same time with the utmost determination, saying inter alia that 
"we are undoubtedly on the eve of the establishment of a new 
world which will undoubtedly in many respects differ from that 
with which we are familiar. This new world will quite certainly 
be erected upon other foundations; and the ensuing changes will 
more or less affect all peoples, whether they will or n o t . . . Today 
we must not allow ourselves to be guided either by our feelings 
or by our prejudices or by our wishes. W e must know and feel 
that we are working for Bulgaria only and that we are ready for 
every sacrifice -— though only for Bulgarian, not for foreign, 
interests . . . We must take into account, not only what we desire, 
but also what we are capable of . . ."

"The Government's policy has always aimed at the preserva
tion of peace and agreement. But it is an open secret, both here 
at home and abroad, that we have always been revisionists and 
we have always striven to obtain a revision of the unjust provi
sions of the Peace Edict of Neuilly.

"The Bulgarian people has never acquiesced in this Peace 
Edict, but has continuously —  from the very first moment — 
demanded its amendment. Even when it was weakest —  when it 
had hardly any friends abroad, and when it was least able to 
enter the lists in defence of its rights — , it refused to renounce 
the intention harboured by our people of effecting by peaceful 
means a revision of the Treaty of Neuilly.

"This persistence of the Bulgarian people —  its intransigent 
determination to fight against the conditions forced upon it by 
the Peace Edict of Neuilly —  was shown in a striking manner 
when the Bulgarian Government refused to join the Balkan 
Alliance brought into being for the very purpose of stabilizing 
and perpetuating the situation resulting from the Peace Edict of 
Neuilly.

“ That was the strongest possible protest, —  a government 
emphasising its inability to acknowledge the validity of the 
provisions forced upon its country originally by means of a most
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despicable character and its determination to seize every opport
unity to shake off the responsibilities forced upon it.

“ We have always stood for a peaceful revision of the Treaty 
of Neuilly. At the time there were persons who believed that a 
revision of the peace treaties could be achieved only by a war 
and that revision therefore meant war. The Bulgarian Government 
however held other views; for it desired to employ peaceful means 
and did not want to fight. It knew that war was not of much use 
as a means of forcing something on the other Party.

"And this policy did indeed prove successful. I would remind 
you first of all of the Salonika Agreement signed in 1932, which 
was the first revision of the Edict of Neuilly. As is well known, 
on that occasion the military provisions of the Treaty of Neuilly 
were invalidated, and Bulgaria once more acquired the right to 
arm and to establish an army of her own.

“ Then followed a second revision of the Treaty of Neuilly 
—  that which resulted in the re-incorporation in the mother 
country of the Southern Dobrudja . ..

"The adjustment of this question would certainly not have 
ensued so easily and so rapidly without the intervention and 
friendly mediation of the Axis Powers, Germany and Italy. The 
Bulgarian people has expressed its gratitude to the German 
Empire and to Italy in the Sobranje and in many other places.

“ Here I must note further that in the Dobrudja question we 
obtained the support and approval of the Soviet Union —  a Power 
also interested in the solution of that question. There can be no 
doubt that this circumstance contributed very largely to facilitate 
the solution of this problem. I must however add that this territo
rial revision, which had originally been regarded as absolutely 
impossible, was achieved by the aid of direct negotiations and 
reciprocal concessions . . .  For that reason we are convinced that 
we must continue to follow this path; and I believe that the 
Bulgarian people would be happy if there were before long a 
possibility that the other wrongs done to Bulgaria would be 
righted." (from "Bulgarische Wochenschau” , 14th. January, 1941.)
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