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FINLAND IN MOURNING
The death of President Kallio, one of Finland's greatest 

statesmen, is being sincerely mourned by the whole Finnish 
nation. The sincerity of the nation's grief is the greatest tribute 
that could have been paid to that eminent patriot, for it proves 
that his greatness was not measured by the standard of success, 
but that the nation appreciated the admirable qualities and 
patriotic spirit shown by its leader in an unhappy period of the 
country’s history. Fate decreed that M. Kallio should die at the 
very time when, having resigned his office as President of the 
Republic, he was preparing to hand over that dignified but 
arduous and responsible post to his successor. M. Kallio's life 
was one long and strenuous struggle. The son of poor parents, 
after many vicissitudes he reached the highest position in the 
land, to which he was raised by his own efforts and the respect 
and popularity his personality commanded. Under his guidance 
Finland attained a high level of progress, social development and 
material welfare, but it was also while he was President that this 
struggling country was overtaken by fresh disaster.

After the catastrophe this sister-nation of ours, which has 
never been the spoilt child of Fortune and which, perhaps for 
that very reason, is one of the most persevering and indomitable 
nations in Europe, surrendered to the inevitable, set about adapt
ing itself to changed circumstances, and determined to continue 
its great work of national construction and regeneration with 
undaunted faith and unflagging zeal.

M. Kallio was not one of the great men who shape the 
world's history; he was a typical representative of his own 
people: a pious, strong-willed, sober and resolute man, the 
ordinary son of a small nation, but a man who had it in him 
to be a hero, an apostle, perchance a martyr. If it be true that 
every nation has the ruler it deserves, then M. Kallio was indeed 
the most fitting President for his people, a President such as 
they deserved, and to their greatest praise it can also be said of 
them that they were worthy of their first citizen, the late 
President Kallio.

COUNT STEPHEN BETHLEN ON THE TRANSYLVANIAN, 
RUMANIAN AND HUNGARO-YUGOSLAV QUESTIONS

The Christmas issue of the "8 6rai Ujsag” contains an inter
view with Count Stephen Bethlen, former Premier, in the course
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of which, speaking of the topics of the moment, he said amongst 
other things:

"From a military point of view the restoration of the 
northern part of Transylvania is of extreme importance. With it 
the reservoir of men from which Hungary can draw her military 
stength has become much larger, and much smaller the neigh
bouring country’s reserves of population upon which to base her 
power politics. To the mother-country have returned those 
Magyars who were Hungary's best soldiers in the past, and with 
them the Szeklers, who are the best soldiers in the world.

From an economic point of view the restored areas offer 
great possibilities for the future. Transylvania's wooded areas are 
of incalculable importance to us as an economic factor. The unex
ploited treasures in Transylvania's mines await to be brought to 
the surface, and will prove one of the strongest props of our 
economic independence. Transylvanian agriculture, too, will 
complement that of the mother-country. Thanks to a better 
climate, rich meadows and pastures, cattle-breeding in Transyl
vania has a great future before it, if advantage is taken of the 
possibilities at hand and we hasten to the assistance of the 
people there in this field of agriculture."

Speaking of the Rumanian question, Count Bethlen said:
“During the past few weeks Rumanian propaganda has been 

loud in its condemnation of the Vienna Award. I do not, 
however, attach any importance to this from the point of view 
of our foreign policy. 1 do not think it at all important, even if 
this attitude of Rumania’s means that she does not intend to 
respect the Award and the commitments given therein to the 
Axis Powers. This does not concern Hungary. It is a matter 
affecting future developments in the relations between Germany 
and Rumania, and interference on Hungary’s part would, in my 
opinion be improper. Hungary accepted the Vienna Award 
without any reservations, although, as everyone, knows, it 
required great sacrifices of the Magyars of Transylvania. 
Hungary's decision cannot be shaken by Rumania'n attitude, and 
I can only approve with all my heart the standpoint adopted 
in this question by the Hungarian Government. On the other hand 
it is predictable that unless Rumania’s behaviour undergoes a 
change for the better, sooner or later it will inevitably give rise 
to a strong reaction in the attitude adopted by Hungarian public 
opinion. When all is said and done the Vienna A.ward was more 
than a verdict; it was also a bilateral agreement between Hungary 
and Rumania, the observance of which cannot continue to 
be unilateral. If day by day one of the parties to the agreement 
repudiates its obligations, this must sooner or later lead to the 
other becoming less willing to respect its own commitments. For 
the present there is no question of this, for in view of the fact 
that there is a revolutionary upheaval in Rumania, Hungary
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regards the symptoms observable there with a certain measure 
of tolerance and patience, nor does she take the attitude dis
played by the Rumanian Government too seriously.

“There is, however, a side of the Rumanian question that 
must be judged with much greater severity, a phase that has 
nothing to do with international politics, but which is of the 
greatest importance for the Magyars of Transylvania; threatening, 
as it does, their lives and liberties. Rumania's announcement that 
she refuses to consider the Vienna Award final and the extremely 
insulting statements breathing hatred of the Hungarians are 
directed not only against independent Hungary, but also against 
the Magyars left in Rumania, and it is to be feared that in the 
over-charged atmosphere of Rumanian public life at present 
conclusions fatal to the Magyars of Rumania may be drawn from 
this propaganda. We must therefore be on the alert. We must 
adhere to the provisions of the Vienna Award, but this does not 
mean that the Rumanians are to have a free hand to do as they 
like with their Magyars. For their lives we must stand on guard. 
Not a single hair of their heads must be allowed to be harmed.”

Count Bethlen then went on to speak of the South-Eastern 
question. He said;

"As a factor contributing to the maintenance of peace in 
South-Eastern Europe, 1 believe that the conclusion of the treaty 
between Hungary and Yugoslavia was an act of major importance; 
for everything that makes for the elimination of differences in 
this hotbed of danger for Europe is another pillar in the edifice 
of European peace. The initiative leading to the conclusion of 
the Hungaro-Yugoslav treaty must certainly be placed to the 
credit of His Highness the Regent. Unfortunately, at the time of 
his speech at Mohacs the general situation in Europe was not 
ripe for, nor was the constellation ruling foreign policy in South- 
Eastern Europe and the Balkans favourable to, that idea. At 
that time the Little Entente was in floribus. Before the collapse 
of that alliance and the dissolution of the Balkan Bloc this form 
of rapprochement between Hungary and Yugoslavia was not 
feasible. If we recall that period to mind, we shall remember that 
Jugoslavia saw in her treaties with the other two States of the 
Little Entente a surer guarantee of her security than in a friendly 
rapprochement with Hungary, from which the war and other 
events had separated her with a rift too wide for the moment 
to be spanned. First the Little Entente had to cease to exist. 
This took place de facto when Czecho-Slovakia ceased to be a 
State and Rumania was ousted from the swollen Trianon frontiers 
back to her present ones. The Balkan Bloc, too, collapsed, and 
all I can say is that I heartily approve of the Hungarian Govern
ment’s action in seizing this favourable opportunity of 
bringing about a rapprochement between Yugoslavia and this 
country based on the inclinations of the two nations, with
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■their avowed opinions of each other and their reciprocal 
sympathies. The time for this approach was ripe, and the 
Hungarian Government realizing its possibilties in good seasom 
spontaneously decided to make it.

"The hope that it will bear good fruit in the future 
presupposes as a sine qua non that the Magyars living in Yugo
slavia will be allowed to live in circumstances that ensure their 
existence and the possibilities of cultural and economic progress 
and prosperity will be assured them. I have no doubt that this 
will be so. The Yugoslav Government has, namely, made promises 
more than once to this effect to the Magyar minority, and initial 
steps in this direction have already been taken. It is only so that 
the Magyar minority can become a connecting link between the 
two countries, instead of being the dividing line it so often was 
in the past. Naturally Hungary must also grant to the Yugoslav 
minority all that she demands for the Magyars of Yugoslavia.

"I feel absolutely confident that this will take place in the 
near future, and that in South-Eastern Europe the resulting 
relation between Yugoslavia and Hungary will prove a pillar of 
peace, of economic co-operation and of the independence of the 
small nations within the framework of a new Europe."

IMPORTANT MANIFESTATIONS OF HUNGARIAN 
POLITICAL LIFE

In our last issue we published an abstract of the debate on 
the Estimates in the Hungarian House of Deputies. In our present 
issue we are publishing a short summary of the debate in the 
House of Deputies on the Appropriations Bill and of the debate 
in the Upper House on the Estimates, because it is in connection 
with these Bills that the Hungarian Parliament is able to exercise 
its most far-reaching criticism. During the debate in the House 
of Deputies on the Appropriations Bill M. Aladar Votary, 
Deputy for Sub-Carpathia, while speaking approvingly of the idea 
of granting the non-Magyar nationalities the most extensive rights, 
noted that such a measure must not be allowed to militate 
■agains the Magyar people. M. Louis Mezey (Government Party) 
established that the idea represented by the Right had already 
-won the day, so that there was no longer any need of revolutions. 
M. Stephen Ferencsik, Deputy representing Club-Carpathia, re
pudiated the charges made by the Slovaks, for he himself as 
Member of a non-Magyar nationality had ascertained that the 
persons responsible for directing Hungarian policy had never 
turned against the non-Magyar nationalities. According to M. 
Gabriel Pal, Deputy representing Transylvania, there was noth
ing of a vindictive character, merely the righting of wrongs. On 
the strength of authentic evidence he knew how horribly the 
Magyars remaining in Rumania were being persecuted.
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In his answer to the observations made, the Prime Minister 
stressed that the role of Hungary in the Middle Danube Basin is 
to hold the balance. One of the main tasks facing small nations 
was the preservation of their peculiar national character; and 
the small nations had it in their power to maintain their indepen
dence. Hungary's cordial friendship for the Axis Powers was 
approved by the Hungarians both of the mother country and of 
the re-incorporated territories. He protested against the declara
tions made by responsible Rumanian statesmen at Gyulafehervar, 
and declared that it was impossible to stand by with folded arms 
in the event of an attempt being made in Rumania to divert 
attention from the internal troubles by inciting to hatred of the 
Magyars. After the Prime Minister had spoken, the House by 
a large majority passed the Appropriations Bill.

At the session of the House of Deputies on December 10th, 
the House passed the Rehabilitation Bill, in terms of which 
those persons who have committed crimes and have been pu
nished, shall in the event of their having turned over a new 
leaf be exempted from all grave consequences of their previous 
criminal record. This benefit may be applied by judges at their 
discretion; but in the case of offenders under 18 years of age 
the Bill unconditionally precludes the possibility of any sen
tence involving disadvantageous legal consequences.

During the debate in the Upper House on the Estimates, 
Archduke Joseph Francis declared that the greatest importance 
attached to our stressing that the Hungarians were the leading 
people of the Danube Basin. Count Ladislas Somssich had his 
doubts as to whether the present period was suitable for the 
initiation of constitutional reform? M. Zoltan Mesko expressed 
his satisfaction to learn that in the restored territories no in
jury had been done to the Rumanians, adding that for that very 
reason he was entitled to express his indignation at the persecu
tion of Magyars in Rumania. General Charles Bartha, Minister 
for National Defence, assured the Upper House that the national 
defence measures were permeated with the most intensive 
social sense, at the same time announcing that in officers’ 
training courses —  in addition to German and Italian —  the 
language of one or other of the neighbouring States had been 
made a compulsory subject.

Dealing with the question of constitutional reform the Prime 
Minister noted that it was every nation's duty to inquire whether 
its machinery of administration and government was in keeping 
with the transformation through which Europe is now passing. 
There had ensued a change also in the ethnical —  "nationality'' 
—  structure of Hungary —  a circumstance that made it advis
able to consider soberly the question of constitutional develop
ment. In respect of the Rumanian question he had from the very 
outset stressed the need for understanding. He had not lost
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patience when the expulsions and the persecution of the 
Magyars in Rumania had assumed excessive dimensions. Several 
weeks ago he had in a most conciliatory spirit asked for nego
tiations to be opened. But nothing had been done. All he was 
able to do now was therefore to pray that Rumania might be 
in a fit state to negotiate. Hungary had served the cause of peace 
when in agreement with Yugoslavia she had found the way to 
understanding; and that understanding would be further streng
thened by the aid of the reciprocal respect of such long stand
ing. No doubt this agreement would react to further a general 
rapprochement between the peoples of South-Eastern Europe.

M. Louis Remenyi-Schneller, Minister of Finance, empha
sised the importance of the further equipment of the Army and 
established that the originally "one-thousand-million” invest
ments programme had expanded to 2.800 millions, 1650 millions 
of this amount having already been spent. Hungary was gra
dually adopting a more and more intensively systematic scheme 
of controlled economy. M. Dezsd Laky, Minister for Public 
Supply, promised to do everything in his power to enable every 
one to obtain the commodities required for the maintenance of 
life. He would not however tolerate any accumulation of stocks. 
The Government had the gravest difficulties in ensuring proper 
and adequate supplies to carry us over to the new harvest; 
but plans had been prepared by the aid of which every one 
would be able to obtain enough to accumulate the reserve of 
energy required in his work.

TRANSYLVANIAN CONFERENCE
Several important discussions have taken place between 

the Hungarian Premier and groups representing Transylvanian 
interests. The most important of these conferences was the one 
held on 7th and 8th December at Marosvasarhely. At that con
ference it was stated that the delivery of the 420 wagonloads 
of wheat, 300 wagonloads of maize, 6.2 wagonloads of lard and 
bacon, 7.5 wagonloads of noodles, 7.5 wagonloads of tinned food, 
15 wagonloads of soap, 185 wagonloads of oil and petrol, 140 
wagonloads of paraffin and 2.4 wagonloads of cooking-oil 
required to supply Transylvania’s needs for the winter, had be
gun. State Secretary M. Paul Algyay, pointed out that they had 
to contend with great difficulties of transport, because the main 
railway line had been cut by the new frontier and the public 
roads in the restored areas were in a very bad state of repair. 
The Government was having the roads mended, and had begun 
to build a connecting railway. These works and the erection of 
new Government and military buildings were undertakings of 
such great dimensions that 25 branches of industry were em
ployed on them.
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M. Joseph Varga, Minister for Industry, announced that 
after Nagyvarad a Chamber of Labour would shortly begin to. 
function also at Marosvasarhely. M. Nicholas Bonczos, State 
Secretary in the Ministry for the Interior, then told the confe
rence that 65.000 persons had fled to Hungary from the areas 
left under Rumanian rule. That most of them were waiting for 
a chance of being able to return was evident from the fact that 
only 4441 refugees had to be placed in camps and only 10.151 
had received aid from the public funds. After listening to the 
different reports Count Paul Teleki said that he had appointed 
a committee to study the question of Land Reform in the restored' 
areas. This committee would have finished its work by the 
middle of January, but he could promise now that the non-Ma
gyar, that is to say Rumanian owners of small holdings that 
had been acquired by lawful means would not be dispossessed..

Deputy Gabriel Pal complained of the terrible condition in 
which the Rumanians had left the restored territories, whose 
inhabitants would always owe a debt of gratitude to the mother- 
country for taking possession of them again. In his closing 
speech the Premier laid stress on the point that there was 
greater need of co-operation today than ever before. The restora
tion of the Transylvanian areas had greatly enriched Hungary; 
for this reason —  but also because it was their duty —  the 
Hungarians would do all they could to help Transylvania as 
quickly and as effectively as was humanly possible.

Dr. VANCEA, A  RUMANIAN LAWYER, ON THE 
"OPPRESSIVE” HUNGARIAN RULE AND THE FUTURE OF 

THE RUMANIANS OF TRANSYLVANIA
The following statement was made by Dr. Joseph Vancea,. 

a lawyer of Marosvasarhely, about the pre-war "oppressive” 
Hungarian rule, what the Rumanians did in Transylvania and' 
what his opinion concerning the future of the Rumanians of 
Transylvania is:

“In pre-war days 1 always observed that no one suffered 
any civil disability because of his Rumanian nationality. The 
following will serve to illustrate what I mean by this: As a 
young lawyer’s clerk l  was employed in the office of a Hun
garian solicitor at Szaszregen. In a civil lawsuit our office 
represented a Hungarian farmer who was at law with a Ruma
nian one. The court decided to settle the case by examining one 
of them under oath. In the Rumanian irredentist papers I had 
always read that the Hungarian courts of justice were not im
partial, so I expected that they would give the benefit of the- 
oath to the Hungarian suppliant, but to my astonishment it was 
the Rumanian who was allowed to make his statement under 
oath. This convinced me that what the Rumanian irredentist Press
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was saying about the partiality of the Hungarian courts was 
totally unfounded.

"Another case of a similar nature came before the Hungarian 
Court of Administration. My client, a Rumanian, was using a 
Hungarian count, a prominent figure in politics, because of a 
ditch. The Rumanian wen the case.

"Rumanian lawyers who held Hungarian diplomas were 
allowed to plead for their clients in the Hungarian courts in the 
Rumanian language.

"I had a very interesting experience in 1912, I was summoned 
as an interpreter to a trial by jury. A  lawyer accused of seditious 
propaganda whose mother-tongue was Rumanian, but who spoke 
Hungarian perfectly — he held a Hungarian diploma, —  was 
allowed to say in a Hungarian court of justice that he refused 
to submit his defence in any language but Rumanian. The 
President of the Court, Count Nicholas Lazar, sustained his plea 
and I was summoned to act as his interpreter.”

Speaking of the state of affairs in Transylvania under Ru
manian rule, Dr. Vancea said: —

"In those 22 years we learned what Balkan corruption 
meant. The following little witticism will serve as an apt illus
tration of the state of matters then. The Rumanian State Rail
ways, the "Calea Ferata Romana’’, were called the C. F. R. for 
short. Everybody knew that the State Railways were a hotbed 
of graft and corruption. So the letters C. F. R., instead of be
ing taken as short for Calea Ferata Romana, were generally 
said to be short for "Coruptio Fara Rusine” , which being trans
lated means "corruption without shame."

"The inland revenue officials were incredibibly corrupt. They 
certainly grew rich. In Brasso there is an entire street of brand 
new mansions which is called “ the thieeves' street” , because all 
the houses in it were built for public officials whose legitimate 
emoluments were not more than 5 or 6 thousand lei (about 40 
dollars) a month. A  well-known case illustrative of the point was 
the prosecution of the sugar refinery at Marosvasarhely, on the 
charge that it had cheated the revenue to the tune of 1,000.000 lei, 
which was instituted because the manager refused to pay a large 
enough sum as bachsheesh to the inland revenue men.

“ We all know how many acts of brutality were perpetrated 
in Transylvania during the Rumanian era by the Rumanian 
gendarmes. I could also enumerate hundreds of instances of 
various kinds of abuses which served to undermine the popula
tion's faith in the lawfulness and honesty which ought to be the 
foundation of a State."

In connection with the articles in the Rumanian Press 
dealing with the alleged brutality of the Hungarian gendarmes, 
with Hungarian atrocities and the number of people who had 
been executed, Dr. Vancea said:
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"From the first day on since the restoration the Hungarian 
gendarmes and State police have always been exemplary in their 
behaviour. They are polite and respectful of the law. If there 
were some unpleasant incidents of a not very serious nature, 
especially in the first few days following Transylvania’s 
restoration, they were mostly the acts of fugitives who had been 
sadly manhandled and expelled from Rumania, or of people who 
had a grudge because of some physical or financial injury suffered 
in consequence of unjust treatment from the Rumanian 
authorities. I know of a case in Marosvasarhely when two cabmen 
gave a thrashing to a Rumanian official who had made them pay 
several thousand lei for their licences.”

As to the future of the Rumanians of Transylvania Dr. 
Vancea summed up his opinion in the following words:

“I feel very confident about the future, for 1 know that the 
Rumanian people here will find prosperity within the confines 
of St. Stephens Realm. 1 know the Hungarian people; they are 
first and foremost a nation of soldiers and are therefore guided 
by the principles of chivalry, honestry, order and lawfulness. 
I am convinced that Hungary will continue to fulfil its age-old 
mission of standing guard at the gate of the East. The Rumanians 
of Transylvania desire to live at peace with their Hungarian 
brethren and co-operate with them in the work of building up 
the Realm of St. Stephen.”

ORGANISATION OF “ FREE CORPS” IN RUMANIA 
RUMANIANS AGAINST VIENNA AW ARD

At the Josika settlement, which was left to Rumania, a mass 
demonstration meeting was arranged by the Iron Guard on 27th 
December. About 5000 Iron Guards assembled there near the 
Hungarian frontier to make a demonstration against the 
restoration to Hungary of Transylvania. Among the Iron Guards 
who arrived from Bucharest were several leading men from 
Legionist headquarters.

These Legionist leaders made speeches in which they used 
the foulest language about Hungary. A  resolution was also 
passed to organize armed “ tree corps” against Hungary and for 
the re-occupation of the Transylvanian territories assigned to 
Hungary by the Vienna Award. At the same time a few 
Rumanians who escaped across the frontier from Hungary to 
attend the meeting were encouraged to refuse to pay taxes in 
Hungary and to offer resistance to all the measures introduced 
by the Hungarian authorities. These Rumanians were feted and 
given wine and spirits to drink after the meeting.

When the meeting was over and the resolution to form 
"free corps” adopted, a large quantity of arms and ammunition
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was distributed among the several groups, which then marched in 
procession past the leaders from Bucharest.

The fact may be established that by means of such meetings 
as the one held at the Josika settlement Rumanian propaganda 
hopes to foment unrest among the Rumanians left in Transyl
vania, which might, in the present atmosphere, lead to instances 
of armed conflict that could be represented for propaganda 
purposes as examples of “Hungarian atrocity” .

COUNT ESTERHAZY'S SPEECH ON GRIEVANCES OF 
MAGYARS IN SLOVAKIA

In the course of the Budget Debate on December 20th, 1940, 
Count Janos Esterhazy, leader and only parliamentary represen
tative of the Hungarian Party in Slovakia, made a long speech 
in the Slovak Parliament. Count Esterhazy called the attention 
of the House to the numerous grievances of the Magyar minority 
and lodged a firm protest against their continuation. In the 
introduction he pointed out that his complaints are always met 
with sincere sympathy on the part of the members of the Slovak 
Government. They appear to take an interest in the matter and 
promise speedy redress; but all their good will comes to nought on 
account of the indolence of the lower authorities, which exercise 
a sabotage against all orders serving the improvement of the 
situation of the Magyars. "Most of our complaints concern the 
Minister for the Interior” , declared Count Esterhazy. “The orders 
of the Minister for the Interior, I regret to say, are mostly 
ignored by the subordinate authorities."

Then Count Esterhazy proceeded to outline the educational 
grievances of the Magyars. He pointed out that the Slovak 
Government is, of course, entitled to leave out from schoolbooks 
those passages which were written in the spirit of the old regime; 
in this respect the orders are that the passages and pictures in 
question have to be pasted over. Some school Inspectors, however, 
are over-zealous and do not allow the use of the old schoolbooks 
at all. It would be very useful, said the Count, if the new school
books could be published as soon as possible, as even the 
smallest Hungarian schools have enough pupils to make the 
undertaking pay. “For my part /  shall do my best to persuade 
the Minister of Education to prevail upon the Minister of Finance 
that they should allot a certain sum in the Budget for the publi
cation of the new school books. In connection with senior schools, 
I cannot help pointing out that the Magyars near Nyitra are 
without senior schools. A  Magyar senior school must somehow or 
other be set up at some point in this little Hungarian isle, 
whereby the senior school of Pozsony (Bratislava) would also 
be relieved to some extent. The number of classes in the senior 
school at Pozsony must also be increased, because the Magyar
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children must not be forced either to continue attending the 
primary school or to go to non-Magyar senior schools. More 
care should be taken of the schoolbooks and the school equip
ment. In the first class of the State Magyar Grammar School at 
Pozsony this year 131 children asked for admission, but only 
60 were accepted. No parallel class could be established because 
there seems to be no room for it. This is the third building within 
two years to which the school has been forced to move. They 
have no laboratory, no gymnasium, and they have continual 
trouble with the heating. At the end of June last year, registra
tions for the first year of the Commercial Academy were 
cancelled, and the school is being gradually closed. Even the 
two parallel classes of the Commercial School have not been 
set up, so that 50 Magyar pupils who wanted to take up com
mercial careers have now been left without schooling.”

After this Count Esterhazy mentioned the grievances of the 
Magyar cultural associations. The Magyar Cultural Association 
in Slovakia has never been engaged in political activity. The 
Association moved from Komarom to Pozsony long before the 
change of regime, yet its statutes have not been approved. 
“ Thus it is useless to recommend teachers and schoolmasters to 
give lectures and arrange performances if they have no adequate 
frame-work.”

Then the Count proceeded to deal with the grievances of 
the Magyar educated classes. Thus, for instance, M. Zsedenyi, a 
lawyer from Golnicbanya, has been expelled from Slovakia, ex
cepting the County of Arva, although he had had his office in 
the town for many years. The order says expressly: "Excepting 
Arva” . But there is no County of Arva, or even a town or vil
lage called Arva in the whole of Slovakia. It is impossible, 
therefore, to deport someone to a place which simply does not 
exist. When on December 11th I rang up M. Arva, head of the 
State Defence Bureau, to withdraw the above order in M. Zse- 
denyi's case, he replied that M. Zsedenyi was having a fine time 
at Alsokubin (a small place), where he could ski as much as 
he liked (laughter on all sides). Such measures are apt to create 
mistrust and bad feeling in many people who are also afraid of 
a similar treatment.”

At the end of his speech Count Esterhazy discussed the 
situation of the Magyar workers. In this connection he mentioned 
the following facts: "In the course of the last two years I have 
repeatedly asked for the approval of the statutes of the Ma
gyar trade union, for it is an impossible situation that a State 
should secure the livelihood of the workers in two different 
ways. It is impossible that, for instance, workers of the same 
mine should not receive the same treatment, and that where 
members of one national group receive a 20%> supplement to 
their wages, the Magyar workers should not receive the same
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merely because they happen to have no trade union of their own. 
When I repeatedly inquired into the matter, I was told that the 
trade union statutes would not be accepted, as Slovakia had 
become a national socialist State and the existing Slovak and 
German trade unions would also be abolished in the near future, 
so that the Magyar will also have to fit in the new order. The 
Minister promised that the Magyars workers would also enjoy the 
benefits of the new order; but I have my doubts in this respect, 
and therefore I demand that the statutes of the Magyar trade 
union should be approved as soon as possible."

COMMUNIST ACTIVITY IN SLOVAKIA
On December 14th, 1940, the "Slovenska Politika" published 

an article under the title “The Spread of Anti Nationalist 
Pamphlets'’ , in which we read the following passage: ”After
three months of inquiry the examination of the case of the com
munist agents in Slovakia has now come to an end. These agents, 
it is stated, were paid by a foreign Power and were engaged in 
disseminating communist pamphlets. At Trencsen, six such agita
tors were arrested, at Besztercebanya five, and at Zolyom  three. 
In their rooms the police also found multiplicating machines and 
material for the printing of the pamphlets. The arrested com
munists admitted their guilt; they have be£n taken to the prisons 
of Trencsen and Beszercebanya’’. Such news may be read in the 
Slovak papers day after day. On December 14th the Slovak 
press gave an account of the number of prisoners at Illava: most 
of the 145 political prisoners now kept at Illava are communists. 
This piece of information shows us that the largest part of 
Middle-Slovakia —  from Trencsen to Zolyom and Beszterce
banya —  is infected by the influence of communist propaganda.
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