
THE HUNGARO-YUGOSLAV TREATY OF
AMITY

The treaty of perpetual amity concluded on 12th De
cember 1940 by Hungary and Yugoslavia was descri
bed by almost every section of the international Press 

as a diplomatic event of the first magnitude. Since two 
decades this is the first time that the Hungarian Minister 
for Foreign Affairs has paid a visit to one of the capitals 
of the former Little Entente. For this to take place it was 
first necessary that the triumph should be assured of that 
dynamic policy which has swept away the Little Entente, 
together with the significance of the Geneva League of 
Nations and all the power factors on which the irrational 
arrangements of the Peace Treaties dictated by a spirit of 
revenge, which have now collapsed for ever, were based.

Fourteen years ago the Regent of Hungary, in a now 
famous and at the time surprising speech, pointed out the 
necessity of an understanding between Yugoslavia and Hun
gary. The present important alliance has been concluded in 
the spirit of the Regent’s speech.

Amidst all the manifold complications of fateful events 
the two nations have never withheld their appreciation of 
each other s chivalry and military virtues.

Solemn Reception of Hungarian Minister for 
Foreign Affairs.

The capital of Yugoslavia was gay with flags and bunt
ing when its inhabitants, with outbursts of spontaneous 
cheering, lined up to welcome the Hungarian Foreign Mi
nister, who, accompanied by Countess Csaky and his suiie, 
arrived on 11th December in Belgrade for a two days' 
visit. At the beflagged railway terminus they were met by 
M. Tsintsar-Markovitch, Yugoslav Minister for Foreign 
Affairs and other prominent personalities, also by the 
German and Italian Ministers and their suites. The Hun
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garian Foreign Minister passed down the platform on which 
was drawn up a company of honour of the 18th Infantry 
Regiment in full parade. For two days the whole town was 
gay with flags. Count Stephen Csaky was accorded an 
audience by Prince Paul, and the Countess Csaky was re
ceived by Princess Olga. A  lunch was given in their honour 
by M. Tsintsar-Markovitch; in the afternoon Count Csaky 
received visits from the Yugoslav Premier, M. Macek, 
Deputy Premier, and the Yugoslav Minister for Foreign 
Affairs whom he had visited in the forenoon. In the even
ing Count and Countess Csaky had dinner at the Royal 
Palace.

That same day the Yugoslav Journalists' Association 
gave a lunch in honour of the Hungarian Pressmen. On 
12th December the Treaty of Amity between Hungary and 
Yugoslavia was signed with impressive ceremony. The act 
took place in the Red Salon of the Foreign Ministry. The 
text of the instrument signed by the Hungarian and Yugo
slav Ministers for Foreign Affairs runs as follows:

The Hungaro-Yugoslav Treaty of Amity.

His Highness the Regent of the Kingdom of Hungary 
and, on behalf of His Majesty the King of Yugoslavia, His 
Royal Highness the Prince Regent, in view of the contacts 
between their nations based on the present gratifying neigh
bourly relations, sincere esteem and reciprocal good faith 
existing between them, and being desirous of establishing 
these contacts on a firm and permanent basis,

convinced that the consolidation and strengthening of 
the present links in the spheres of politics, economy and cul
ture would serve the interests of the two neighbour States 
as well as the peace and welfare of Europe,

have determined to conclude a Treaty of Amity, and 
for this purpose have designated as their plenipotentiaries: 

Count Stephen Csaky de Korosszegh et Adorjan, Privy 
Councillor and Hungarian Minister for Foreign Affairs, as 
plenipotentiary of His Highness the Regent of the Kingdom 
of Hungary and

M. Alexander Tsintsar-Markovitch, Yugoslav Minister
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for Foreign Affairs as plenipotentiary of the Prince Regent, 
acting on behalf of His Majesty the King of Yugoslavia,

who having exchanged their well and duly attested 
mandates have come to the following agreement:

Article I

Permanent peace and perpetual friendship shall exis  ̂
between the Kingdom of Hungary and the Kingdom of Yu
goslavia.

Article II

The High Contracting Parties have agreed to confer on 
all questions which in their opinion affect the contacts between 
them.

Article 111

This present Treaty shall be ratified and the instrument 
of ratification shall be signed as soon as possible in 
Budapest.

The Treaty shall become operative on the date of the 
ratification of the instruments.

In token of which the above-mentioned Plenipotentiaries 
herewith sign and seal this document.

Done in two original copies in Belgrade on the 12th day 
of December 1940.

(signed) Csaky
(signed) Tsintsar-Markovitch.
When the document had been signed, the representatives 

of the Press were conducted from the antechamber where 
they had been waiting to the Red Salon. Besides the Hun
garian and Yugoslav reporters a large number of the foreign 
newspapermen stationed at Belgrade, as well as numerous 
special correspondents sent to Belgrade for this occasion, 
were also present.

The first to make a statement to the representatives of 
the Press was M. Tsintsar-Markovitch, Yugoslav Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, who read out the following declaration 
drafted in French:

"I am very happy to be able to tell you that on the
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occasion of the visit of Count Stephen Csaky, Hungarian 
Foreign Minister, a treaty of permanent peace and perpetual 
friendship has been concluded between Hungary and Yugo
slavia. This event lends an added significance to Count 
Csaky's visit.

"The atmosphere in which this act took place and the 
cordiality of which you are all witnesses, make it unneces
sary for me to speak of the significance of the Treaty, which 
places the ties of friendship existing between the two coun
tries on a formal basis.

"In making the text of that Treaty public, I beg you 
to regard it as a fresh contribution to the policy of peace 
and co-operation which is being pursued in the Danube 
Valley by the Hungarian and Yugoslav Governments. I take 
this opportunity of expressing my gratitude to the represen
tatives of the Press for the support they have always so 
effectively rendered to the Governments of the two neigh
bouring countries in their efforts to strengthen the friendship 
existing between Hungary and Yugoslavia.

"I consider it my special duty to greet the representatives 
of the Hungarian Press, whom we are very pleased to see 
in Belgrade, and I seize this opportunity of emphasizing with 
gratitude the important role played and the great service 
rendered by the Hungarian Press, which Press has always 
devoted itself to the task of furthering a rapprochement 
between Hungary and Yugoslavia. I feel convinced that you 
will continue to labour towards this end, for the good, not 
only of Hungary and Yugoslavia, but also of this entire part 
of Europe.”

After M. Tsintsar-Markovitch’s statement to the Press, 
Count Stephen Csaky read out the following declaration: —

"The treaty which I have had the honour of concluding 
with the Government of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia is short, 
but it expresses much. The essential point is contained in 
Article I, which runs as follows: —  " Permanent peace and 
perpetual friendship shall exist between the Kingdom of 
Hungary and the Kingdom of Yugoslavia.’ Peace is humanity’s 
greatest blessing, and everything must be done, especially 
in these troublous times, to maintain it in this part of Cen
tral and South-Eastern Europe, where Providence has set
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these two nations. The Hungarians, like the Yugoslavs, have 
gone through many trials in the past; bloody struggles last
ing for centuries mark the paths they have had to tread in 
the course of history. Now that both nations have firmly 
established themselves in this part of Europe, they wll be 
able to devote their energies to the work of national con
solidation, and to give all the assistance possible to those 
Powers who are striving to save this region from disaster 
and preserve its values to be used for the good of a recon
structed world when the present fierce struggle is over. The 
spirit of reciprocal trust and friendship which has always 
so happily united our two nations and which has so aptly 
found expression in the present Treaty, is a sure guarantee 
that our peoples will be able to follow successfully the com
mon path so wisely chosen by them."

Count Csaky's speech was enthusiastically applauded by 
the assembled Pressmen.

T oasts.

In the evening M. Tsintsar-Markovitch gave a dinner in 
the Guards' Casino in honour of Count Csaky. The guests 
included all the members of the Yugoslav Government and 
numerous other distinguished representatives of Yugoslav 
public life.

In the course of the dinner M. Tsintsar-Markovitch, ris
ing to toast the Regent of Hungary, said: —

"Mr. Minister. It is with the greatest pleasure that I 
cordially greet Your Excellency on the occasion of your first 
visit to Belgrade, the Capital of Yugoslavia. Your visit is a 
special honour and a source of deep satisfaction to us. It 
has taken place at a time when the international situation 
is grave, even critical. It is therefore all the more fortunate 
that a perfectly clear atmosphere of cordiality and friend
ship marks the relations between Hungary and Yugoslavia. 
We take Your Excellency's presence here to mean that it 
is your wish to consolidate and strengthen these amicable 
relations, and that wish is fully shared by His Majesty the 
King of Yugoslavia's Government.

"The Hungarian and Yugoslav nations, living side by 
side and both inspired by a love of their countries and with
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undoubtedly similar traits of character, have always res
pected each other. In the centuries of their historical past 
they had many struggles in common, and many were the 
common misfortunes that overtook them. Today we are im
pelled, not only by our sympathies, but also by our interests, 
to follow the path of understanding and mutual trust and 
strive to make the relations between Hungary and Yugo
slavia as close as possible in the spheres of politics, economy 
and culture.

‘ ‘In these absolutely clarified relations we do not see 
anything likely to prevent co-operation between these coun
tries becoming closer in every walk of public life.

“ Of recent years many factors on both sides have paved 
the way towards a rapprochement. Personal contacts between 
certain prominent politicians have opened up an increasingly 
wide perspective of co-operation between Belgrade and Bu
dapest. Their activities have been followed with the greatest 
sympathy and approval by all classes of the population in 
both countries.

“ And now allow me in this festive hour to turn in 
thought towards His Highness Admiral Horthy, the Regent 
of Hungary, with whose name the present friendship between 
the two nations must certainly be couped. When I speak with 
the profoundest respect of his great services, I recall the 
time —  I was charge d'affaires myself at Budapest then — 
when in his Mohacs speech Admiral Horthy categorically and 
imperatively declared that rapprochement and co-operation 
between the two countries were a necessity. Ever since, that 
statement has always been regarded as the starting-point and 
basis of Hungaro-Yugoslav political, economic and cultural 
co-operation.

“This far-seeing conception has now been fully realized. 
As regards concrete results, Your Excellency's present visit 
to the Capital of Yugoslavia marks an important stage in 
the relations between Hungary and Yugoslavia. It was at
tended by a spontaneous manifestation on both sides of the 
sincere and cordial friendship linking the two nations, and 
also by the strengthening of that friendship by a formal 
Treaty, which was signed today in Belgrade by Your 
Excellency.
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“I can assure Your Excellency and the Hungarian Go
vernment that the Yugoslav Government attaches the greatest 
importance to this happy development in the relations be
tween Hungary and Yugoslavia. It is our firm intention to 
establish by means of this Treaty a point of contact in the 
sphere of international politics where we can strive to pre
vent the spread of war to this part of Europe.

“May the solemn political act performed today by Hun
gary and Yugoslavia be and remain, not only the strong 
basis of cordial neighbourly relations, but also a valuable 
contribution to the maintenance of peaceful development in 
the Danube Valley, in accordance with the aims of the two 
neighbouring Great Powers, Germany and Italy.

“Bearing these thoughts in mind and with this firm 
conviction I ask you, Ladies and Gentlemen, to drink with 
me to the health of Admiral Horthy, Regent of Hungary, the 
great and wise Head of a friendly and neighbourly State, 
also to the greatness and prosperity of Hungary and the 
Hungarian people, and to the happiness and good luck of 
our honoured and distinguished guests, His Excellency Count 
Stephen Csaky, Hungarian Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
his wife, Countess Csaky."

To this toast Count Csaky replied as follows: —
"Mr, Minister, I feel profoundly affected by the ex

tremely cordial words addressed to me by Your Excellency, 
and sincerely touched by the warm reception accorded to 
us on our arrival. I beg Your Excellency to accept my own 
and my wife's grateful acknowledgment of your kindness. It 
is a matter of particular gratification for me than I am the 
first Hungarian Foreign Minister to visit Yugoslavia in an 
official capacity, and I am very happy to think that this 
visit is a proof of Hungary's sincere wish to remain for ever 
in close and friendly relations with the Yugoslav nation.

"That nation, the guardian of traditions a thousand 
years old, has never ceased to fight for its ancient civiliza
tion and the sacred ideals of liberty. Its splendid qualities 
and its legendary heroism have aroused the sincere admira
tion felt by every Hungarian for the valiant, courageous and 
doughty Yugoslav people.
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"A ll homage is due to this great nation, its youthful 
King and his worthy Regent, Prince Paul.

“Your Excellency was kind enough to recall the speech 
delivered by Admiral Horthy in 1926, with which our 
Regent laid the foundations of our policy of co-operation and 
reciprocal understanding. That speech was inspired by the 
opinion that two nations whose destinies have been so similar 
—  trials alternating with glory —  must be able to agree on 
a policy of peace.

"Ladies and Gentlemen, I have come here in persuance 
of that policy, a policy of true friendship towards your 
people, a policy that will never deviate from the path lead
ing to a just and peaceful solution of the international pro
blems. Happily, in this respect the Hungarian Government's 
policy is in full agreement with the wise and rational policy 
so admirably pursued by His Royal Highness Prince Paul 
and the Yugoslav Government.

“ I am infinitely happy that our two Governments have 
given expression to the spirit of this policy by concluding a 
Treaty of Amity. May I be allowed to say that not only the 
Hungarian Government, but also Hungarian public opinion, 
wishes to make the contacts with Yugoslavia closer, as may 
be gathered from the speeches of various members of the 
Hungarian Parliament.

“ The Treaty which we have just signed is short. Its 
symbolic roots, however, reach deep into the soul of the 
Hungarian nation, from whence it will draw strength to 
bear the fruit of a close co-operation in the fields of politics, 
economy and culture.

“For the rest this Treaty is merely an outward expres
sion of the ties that anyhow exist between the two nations. 
This is why it will be a good and lasting treaty. Good, 
because the two nations have decided to co-operate for the 
maintenance of peace, and lasting, because it is in accordance 
with the idea of stable peace, the chief aim of the Axis 
Powers.

“ In this spirit I drink to the health of His Majesty 
King Peter II and His Royal Highness the Regent, Prince 
Paul, to Yugoslavia's prosperity and greatness and to the

30



THE HUNGARO-YUGOSLAV TREATY OF AMITY

happiness of their Excellencies M. and Mme Tsintsar- 
Markovitch.”

Next day the Hungarian Foreign Minister went, as the 
guest of the Yugoslav Government, to shoot chamois in 
Slavonia.

The Treaty of Amity between Yugoslavia and Hungary 
was welcomed with the greatest joy by Germany and Italy, 
for it is of major importance to the Axis Powers that these 
strong States of South-Eastern Europe, which have not become 
involved in the war, should be able to prepare themselves 
in an atmosphere of peaceful co-operation for the tasks 
awaiting them in the future. The British, French and Ame
rican Press also expressed unanimous approval of the new 
alliance.

The two nations have many spiritual attributes in com
mon, a circumstance that greatly facilitates a political 
rapprochement. Neither of them denies that they are equals 
as regards military prowess, and it is certain that other 
traits characterizing the two patriotic peoples who cling to 
their countries, are very similar.

Hungary has concluded this Treaty in the firm convic
tion that there are no differences which cannot be resolved 
with the help of a spirit of understanding, and no obstacles 
which cannot be surmounted by the exercise of a little 
goodwill.
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