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HUNGARY’S RUMANIAN NEIGHBOUR
BY

FRANCIS HERCZEG

T
he Hungarians are not of a rancorous disposition; they 

are on the contrary inclined to forget too soon the 
wrongs and injuries inflicted upon them. Nothing 

could be easier than to maintain good neighbourly relations 
with such a people.

Hungary possesses the faculty of entering into the 
way of thinking of other peoples; and if those peoples 
prove unable to agree with her, she does not threaten 
them with the thunders of the God of Vengeance. We know, 
for instance, that Rumania is passing through a period of 
revolutionary delirium and that every movement made or 
word spoken in Rumania must be judged in the light of that 
fact. The revolution was in reality the natural outcome of 
the horrible and monstrous corruption of the former poli
tical school. The statistical data relating to the depreda
tions and accumulation of wealth of this school just pub
lished show that in respect of depravity and daring the 
Rumanian politicians beat all previous records.

We can differentiate between the small coterie of cor
rupt politicians and the industrious, honest and God -fear
ing masses of the Rumanian people. We are therefore able 
to comprehend the revolutionary fever of that people; blit 
we shall never be able to understand the bloody epilogue 
of the revolution, the massacre of unarmed, defenceless men 
This question of understanding or failure to understand is 
however a matter of temperament and does not depend 
upon passing moods.

The only respect in which the events in Rumania affect 
Hungary is that we should be delighted to know of tie  
presence beyond the Carpathians of a neighbour with whom 
we can live in peace and amity. It is a sine qua nor. of
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good-neighbourly relations that sound conditions should 
prevail in Rumania; and there will not be any sound con
ditions in that country until the revolutionary movement is 
able, not merely to drive from the arena of public life the 
morally rotten politicians, but also to destroy their spiritual 
inheritance. That spiritual inheritance is the Great Lie. 
which appears to dissolve in the political life of Rumania 
as easily as salt in sea-water. For it is quite manifest that 
the men who falsified the balance-sheets of the public 
utility works in order to pocket hundreds of millions belong 
ing to the national wealth, falsified also the whole political 
way of thinking of the Rumanian people. People's minds 
were corrupted by false pictures of Rumania’s historical 
past and of the political and cultural weapons of the Ru
manian nation; in this manner the aspirations of the nation 
were diverted into a blind alley. This was the spirit that 
made Rumanian public opinion believe that by clinging to 
what had been theirs for a thousand years the Hungarians 
were guilty of committing a shocking injustice against the 
Rumanians.

There can in the future be permanent peace in South- 
Eastern Europe only if the educated classes of Rumania 
shake off the net of illusions in which they are struggling 
like moths in the web of a spider. It would appear, however, 
that Bucharest has not yet come to a sober comprehension 
of realities. For the present Wallachia is sending forth a 
deafening chorus of hatred and vindictive spite out-howling 
the chorus of steam sirens. And there is food for reflection 
in the fact that the official circles too are joining in the 
hellish concert.

It may be that the present leaders of Rumania n ow  
their own people pretty well and are therefore fully aware 
that they are quite incapable of taking Transylvania out 
of the hands of the Hungarians. That the long chain of 
historical events in the course of which Hungary bled to 
death in the first Great War, voluntarily disarming herself 
and collapsing under the weight of the Bolshevik lule, 
should repeat itself exactly, and that the Western Powers 
should once again consider it useful to include Rumania 
among the victorious Associated Powers, is anything but
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likely in view of the manner in which Rumania has repea
tedly betrayed her real character.

But there is another side to the question too; and it 
is in this that we are concerned. At Vienna the two States 
-— Hungary and Rumania —  agreed to accept the decision 
of the Axis Powers when they undertook also the obligation 
never to formulate any further territorial claims against one 
another. Hungary has loyally fulfilled this obligation; though 
it was an extremely difficult matter for her to renounce 
Southern Transylvania, that province rich in national, his
torical and natural treasures, as well as the lovely region 
of the Lower Danube, the Csema Valley, the princely 
metropolis of Arad, and the richly fertile plains of Temes 
where there are not as many Rumanians as there are 
negroes in London.

Hungary has loyally met her obligation; but the Ru
manians did not do so for a single day. And what does 
that mean? If the anti-Magyar propaganda is continued, 
such a course — apart from being exasperating —  is fraught 
with exceptionally dangerous consequences. Even the silliest 
political thesis, if repeated a thousand times without be
ing once contradicted, is liable to deceive clever men too. 
Silly political theses of the kind were once employed to 
motivate the dismemberment of Hungary.

Since the Vienna Award the Hungarian Frontier Re
adjustment movement has tactfully observed silence; for it 
had no wish to embarrass the Government. But if the Ru
manian irredenta sirens continue to howl as they are howl
ing now, we shall be left no other choice but to start the 
revision movement required to urge the need for a redemp
tion of the areas still in foreign hands.
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