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Gustave Kover:  “ L’erreur initiate de la
society des nations

This is the title of the book published some time ago by M. 
Gustave Kover, the well-known Transylvanian writer who is now 
member of the Hungarian Parliament. The author was imprisoned 
by the Rumanians as the result of political persecution; subse
quently he went to Geneva to work for the cause of suffering 
Magyar minorities. The work in question is the continuation of 
his book published in 1938 under the title “Non! Geneve ne pro
tege pas les minorites nationales" which was a great success in 
the book market. His works are characterized by profound know
ledge and great care; his historical studies will serve as docu
mentary records of the wanton carelessness with which the lords 
of Geneva treated the problems of millions of minority nationals. 
The present volume deals with the petitions submitted to the 
League of Nations since 1929, which the League handled with 
such ill-will and unscrupulousness.

After his release from prison M. Kover was expelled from 
Rumania (County Bihar) in 1933; after this he went to Geneva, 
where he undertook the management of the Central Bureau for 
Minorities. There is no authority more qualified to disclose the 
methods pursued in the treatment of these petitions. At first M. 
Kover devoted himself with great enthusiasm to legal and poli
tical work for the minorities, but later on he realized that Ge
neva could never help the minorities, because the League refused 
to acknowledge the grievances of the minorities even in principle.

M. Kover deserves the greatest credit for describing in a 
volume of 700 pages the activity —  or rather the impotence —  
of the League of Nations concerning the minority problem; he 
has also published a number of documents which would otherwise 
have lain forgotten in the archives of Geneva. M. Kover was 
present in recent years on all occasions when minority problems 
were being discussed. The Stockholm Minority Congress expres
sed its thanks to him for his work, and it he was who had an 
opportunity given him to explain the minority problem before 
the British Parliament.

In March 1938 M. Kover had a literary debate on the Czech 
question in the columns of the “Daily Telegraph”  and the 
“Morning Post” , his opponent being General Spears, M. P. 
Articles published in the contemporary German press —  parti- 
cularly the “Kolnische Zeitung” —  show what an importance the
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’Germans themselves attached to M. Rover’s opinion on the 
Sudeten-problem.

All that has so far been said of M. Rover’s work may be 
traced in his book, recently published in Geneva. In the preface 
the author points out that the root of the troubles lay in the 
very primitive character of the League. From the very outset the 
League was a mere instrument in the hands of the victorious 
Powers, who used it for the achievement of their own ends. The 
smaller States, even though they belonged to the victorious 
group, were obliged to bow to the will of the greater ones. The 
League never had the least intention of enforcing the rights of 
the minorities. A  number of treaties were made in order to serve 
the interests of the victorious Powers and, no matter how ob
solete they had in time become, everyone had to respect them, 
in spite of their inhuman and nonsensical character; other trea
ties were made to serve the interests of humanity in general, but 
no one paid any attention to these.

Before going into particulars, M. Rover once more points 
out the importance of the minority problem and declares that 
such problems can never be solved by mere force. Every war is 
followed by a peace, but that peace cannot possibly be lasting 
unless it eliminates the causes which led to the war. The minority 
problem, the author says, is among the principal, and its solu
tion must be sought by all those who wish for a lasting peace 
and seriously intend to avoid the frequent repetition of that 
massacre which we call war.
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