
P O L I T I C A L  M O S A I C

RESTORATION OF TRANSYLVANIA INCORPORATED IN 
LAW THE HUNGARIAN PARLIAMENT

On 2nd October the Hungarian Government introduced 
three Bills. The first dealt with the restoration to the Holy 
Crown of Hungary of the parts of Transylvania and Eastern 
Hungary liberated from Rumanian rule and their reunion with 
the mother-country; the second with a modification of the 
constitution of the Upper House to ensure seats therein to 
representatives of the Roman Catholic, Greek Catholic, Calvi
nist, Lutheran and Unitarian Churches in the restored areas; 
while the third dealt with the re-establishment of the Hungarian 
University of Kolozsvar which had been transferred to Szeged 
after the Rumanian occupation.

On 8th October the Hungarian Parliament adopted the 
Premier's motion that 46 Members should be called in from 
among the inhabitants of the restored parts of Transylvania and 
Eastern Hungary, these 46 to include also representatives of 
the Germans there. The Premier also said that as soon as a 
suitable organization for the protection of the Magyars remain
ing in Rumania had been established and its effective work en
sured, he would move that 17 Rumanians should also be invited 
to sit in the Hungarian Parliament.

On 10th October an enthusiastic reception was accorded 
to the new Members on the occasion of their first appearance in 
the Hungarian Parliament. Most of them appeared in Hungarian 
or Szekler costumes. The Speaker, M. Andrew Tasnady-Nagy, 
welcomed them in extremely cordial torms, while M. Gabriel 
Pal replied on behalf of the Transylvanian Members of Parlia
ment. He expressed his warm gratitude to the Regent, whose wis
dom and the friendship of the Axis Powers had made it possible 
that a part of ancient Hungarian soil should return to the 
country from which in sentiment it had never been separated. 
He expressed brotherly sympathy for the tens of thousands of 
refugees and for all those left beyond the new frontier, whose 
lot was now harder than it had been before. The Rumanian era 
had been a time of national persecution, but no means employed
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by those in power had been able to break the national conscious
ness of the Magyars of Transylvania. True to their past the 
Szeklers had bravely stood guard in the frontier regions, and 
by remaining faithful had saved the restored areas for Hun
gary. No privation or suffering was too great for them to en
dure with patience for the privilege of returning to their ancient 
Hungarian Fatherland. He also greeted their Saxon brethren of 
Transylvania, with whom they had always discussed their com
mon minority problems in a most brotherly spirit of complete 
understanding; and he hoped that soon the obstacles preventing 
the representatives of the Rumanian minority taking their places 
in the Hungarian Parliament would be removed. The Magyars 
had suffered much during the Rumanian era, but the future 
welfare of the peoples fated to live together made it imperative 
to seek conditions conducive to a peaceful symbiosis. They were- 
not imbued with any desire for revenge; on the contrary, they 
offered their good services to the Rumanians. Their aim was 
to promote the welfare of the Rumanian minority in this country, 
so long as that minority refrained from conspiring against the 
existence and security, of the Hungarian State. The Hungarian 
army was a guarantee that no one in this country would ever 
have to endure the lot that had been theirs for 22 years.

M. Gabriel Pal' speech was received with a storm of 
cheers and applause and all three Bills were passed unani
mously.

The same enthusiasm characterized the meeting of the 
Upper house held on 5th October at which Dr. Ladislas Ravasz, 
Bishop of the Reformed Church, delivered a magnificent speech 
and the Premier explained the importance of the new Bills. The 
latter laid stress on the point that only nations able to under
stand others could be strong. Other passages from the Premier’s 
speech will be found in our article on the Rumanian-Hungarian 
conflict.

SOLEMN INAUGURATION OF KOLOZSVAR UNIVERSITY
The Kolozsvar "Francis Joseph” University of Sciences 

was opened with impressive solemnity on 24th October. This 
University, which boasts of a long past and was famous all 

• the world over, had been completely divested of its Hungarian 
character during the Rumanian era, and had greatly deteriorated;

29



DANUBIAN REVIEW

it is therefore only natural that the Hungarians should have 
rejoiced when our ancient Hungarian culture, hand in hand with 
the spirit of modern progress typical of Kolozsvar, returned to 
these halls of learning. An eminent staff of professors has taken 
up the work of imparting knowledge to an eager band of students, 
which the exiled apostles of Hungarian education had been 
forced to abandon 21 years ago. There on the eastern frontier 
they will be our spiritual sentinels, whose mission will be to 
further the cause of cultural progress.

On 23rd October, the day before the formal opening, the 
Senate of the University, immediately after its formation, con
ferred the degree of Hon. Doctor of Law upon Count Stephen 
Csaky, who, in the presence of a distinguished gathering, includ
ing the Hungarian Premier, the Minister of Education, Herr 
Kohler, German Consul, and S. Stenderdo, Italian Secretary of 
Legation, made a speech in which, amongst other things, he 
said: —

"The restoration of Transylvania is the Renaissance of 
Hungarian diplomacy. In the Foreign Office in Disz-ter for 
twenty weary years our eyes were always fixed on the East, 
where on the historical soil of Transylvania sanctified by Hun
garian blood our gifted forefathers marked out the path of 
Hungarian progress. Their independent Transylvania established 
on the basis of three nations and four religions showed us the 
goal towards which the future must lead. Hungarian diplomacy 
has not failed to learn the lessons of Hungary's (especially 
Transylvania's) history, and in this respect we were greatly 
assisted by a son of Transylvania, our present Prime Minister. 
Here I do not wish to speak of Count Paul Teleki the politician, 
but I should like to say a few words about Paul Teleki the 
professor. To him, the professor of geography, it is due that 
Hungarian diplomacy has been able to take a larger view, that 
we were capable of emancipating ourselves from the narrow 
Hungarian outlook and reach towards a wider Hungarian 
horizon.

"Past, present and future are one indivisible whole, of 
which the succeeding generations are but the passing represen
tatives. The nation consists of families, and the chief vocation 
of the present generation is to preserve the past and build 
up the future. The past lives in traditions. Unhappy the nation 
that lightly casts them to the winds, for every vigorous nation 
must cling fast to its traditions. Clinging to the past, however, 
does not mean that we must take no heed of the future. The
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coming generations are entitled to expect us to leave them an 
ordered country, a welldefended country and one that is capable 
of future development. Of this Hungarian diplomacy is fully 
conscious. It does not regard the life of the nation from the 
angle of the present moment. It seeks the path to a happier 
future. It knows that every nation is bound to the soil on 
which it lives, and that its destiny is shaped by its geographical 
situation. It knows that to a great extent the forces of the soil 
and geo-political factors imperatively prescribe the nation’s 
■course of action. It realizes that, although we might easily be
come a large nation — it depends entirely on ourselves —, 
we do not number much more than thirteen million true-born 
Hungarians, and of these thirteen million a certain proportion 
is living beyond our present borders. With these numbers we 
must pursue a foreign policy in keeping with our strength. This 
is the reason why we refuse to follow the example of those 
who indulge in dreams of supremacy. Foreign policy is a matter 
of fact business that does not allow of sentimentality. On the 
other hand, however, we know what is ours and to what we 
are entitled, and we shall continue to strive uncompromisingly 
for it. Good foreign policy is always a matter of centuries. It 
is rooted in the past centuries, shaped by geographical factors, 
looks forward for centuries and always automatically chooses the 
nation’s arena of effort."

The Kolozsvar University also decided to confer the degree 
of Hon. Doctor on Herr Russ, German, and S. Bottai, Italian 
Minister.

The Regent of Hungary, accompanied by several members 
of the Government and other notabilities, was present at the 
solemn opening of the University on 24th October. The Regent's 
inaugural address ran as follows:

"The teachings of a thousand years of our history show 
that the Hungarians are a race endowed with military virtues, 
political sense and much intellectual versatility. These attributes 
enabled the nation to acquire a new home here in the valleys 
of the Danube and the Tisza, to build op a State Western in 
its civilization and to defend and maintain the same in times 
of stress. Those traits spurred the Hungarians on towards cul
tural progress, steadily raising the level of our national litera
ture, art and science. The nation's military, political and cultural 
abilities won for it the respect and estimation of other nations, 
in possession of which it became the doughty champion, cons
tructive builder and ardent apostle of Western civilization.

“In the parts of Transylvania and Eastern Hungary now
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restored to the Holy Crown the army is being followed in rapid 
succession by the State administration and the pioneers of 
Hungarian culture. When the Hungarian army had taken pos
session of these areas, the work of reorganizing the State admi
nistration was begun. In a few short weeks the schools have 
been opened and from today on the returning "Francis Joseph’' 
University of Sciences will continue its work here in Kolozsvar.

"A noble and lofty mission awaits the learned professors 
here at this eastern outpost: the training of a strong, hard-work
ing, persevering and well-educated Hungarian generation, the 
moral and intellectual training of the future leaders of Hungary. 
A university professor has a three-fold vocation. It is his duty, 
not only to keep abreast of his own subject and give of his 
knowledge for the instruction of his students; he must also be 
the spiritual leader of the youth of the country. Neglect of 
any of those duties would be an incalculable loss to the nation; 
conscientious attention to them will greatly enrich it.

"Fully convinced that the work of the Kolozsvar "Francis 
Joseph" University of Sciences will be worthy of the past of 
this honorable institution and of the Magyars of Transylvania, 
who have suffered so much for Hungarian culture, I give per
mission to open this University."

When Dr. Valentine Homan, Minister of Education, had 
given expression to his gratitude to the Regent, the Fiihrer and 
the Duce, he said that one of the most characteristic peculiarities 
of the Hungarian spirit was its power to eliminate all differences 
threatening to disrupt the nation, such as denominational, na
tionality, professional and class feuds and the antagonism 
between the older and younger generations.

“The longing of Transylvania’s people for culture — "said 
the Minister — "finds expression not only in the work of its 
writers, artists and scholars, but also in that of its farmers, 
craftsmen, teachers, priests and magnates, all of whom have 
contributed to enrich our national culture. It was this same 
desire for culture that called the Francis Joseph University of 
Sciences into being. In these our days, so pregnant with new 
ideas and ideals, a great and difficult task devolves upon this 
institution. The smooth working of the social organization and 
the machinery of State is possible only if all the national forces 
are united and pressed into its service. We must raise the 
standard of public ethics and culture; we must increase the 
individual's sense of responsibility, strengthen the people s 
consciousness of their duty, reinforce the nation s belief in its
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vocation and help the evolution of a healthy Hungarian 
spirit.”

Mme. HORTHY'S RELIEF ACTION ON BEHALF 
TRANSYLVANIA

Mme. Horthy, the "First Lady in Hungary” and highly 
honoured and popular Consort of Admiral Horthy, the Regent, 
recently broadcast an address to the Hungarian public inviting 
contributions towards the financial support of the poorer classes 
in the re-occupied Transylvanian territories. The Regent's Con
sort is always in charge of the annual relief action, and it was 
she who conducted a similar action two years ago when a part 
of the northerm territories returned to the thousand-year-old 
Hungarian Kingdom. Then too, as now, the Hungarian public 
rushed to the support of the action with great enthusiasm. 
Great masses of the population take an active part in the action, 
the richer classes give more and the poorer classes, too, give 
as much as they can afford. Employees and labourers have 
offered a certain percentage of their earnings, and many dona
tions are offered in kind. Madame Horthy’s address — among 
other things — contained the following passages.

“I know only too well that l am demanding a considerable 
sacrifice in asking you to give, to give what you can for Tran
sylvania! The task is all the more trying as the country had 
been deprived of its former wealth by — Trianon. And yet 1 
hope for and rely on the nation’s willingness to help. The 
mercy of the Almighty has allowed us to extend the frontiers of 
our country without the shedding of blood. Let us receive the 
mercy of God with humble hearts and prove ourselves worthy 
of it by placing our free offerings on the altar of humanity and 
our country. Let every one of us offer his sacrifice for Tran
sylvania!

“A considerable proportion of our brethren in Transylvania 
are now in a tragic situation caused partly by the havoc wrought 
by the forces of Nature and partly by the development of 
historical events. The Rumanian mobilisation — for a considera
ble time — prevented men from doing their work; a great 
deal of land has thus been left untilled; the cattle belonging 
to the farmers has been driven away by the retreating Rumanian 
army; all economic and household investments have fallen a 
prey to robbery. The prople of Transylvania are looking for
ward to the approach of the winter season with great fear and 
anxiety. They are short of food and clothing. They are unable
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to sow the new crop for want of seed, and they cannot send 
their children to school barefooted. If, then, I am asked what 
Transylvania needs most, my answer is: everything! Transyl
vania needs grain, clothing, economic equipment, household 
goods, and school-books. The Transylvanians have always been 
able to stand firmly both in the trials of war and in contribut
ing towards the nation's work in peace time. Transylvania is 
the home of heroes. As a home of human civilization Transyl
vania has not many equals. For hundreds of years Transylvania 
was the pride of St. Stephen’s Realm. It is our duty to save 
this brave people from a destruction which has befallen it for 
no fault of its own.”

CONFISCATION OF CALAZANTINE MONASTERY 
AT TEMESVAR

A few years ago the Rumanian authorities ordered the con
fiscation by the municipality of Temesvar (Timisoara) of the 
monastery and school-building owned by the Order of Calazan- 
tine Brothers ("Piarists”) . The Order appealed against this 
measure and won the case in two instances; for two years the 
case had been lying dormant at the Court of Appeal, whereupon 
it was decided that the matter should be settled by diplomatic 
channels. The municipality of Temesvar has now appealed to the 
district court asking for a judgment of rightful possession. No 
decision has yet been passed.
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