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Recently, very largely under the influence of interna
tional political events, the competent authorities in 
Yugoslavia have made several statements respecting 

the minorities which if carried into practice without reserve 
might result in an improvement of the situation of the Ma
gyars living in that country and in a solution of the general 
minority question in Yugoslavia of a satisfactory and to 
some extent at least reassuring character. Of the statements 
recently made referring to this matter special interest at
taches to the two with which we shall deal below.

At a conference of the Executive Committee of the 
Danube Banate organisation of the Government Party (the 
"JRZ") held at Ujvid6k on October 8th. M. Tsvetkovitch, 
Prime Minister, made a long speech in which inter alia he 
warned the Southern Slav inhabitants of the country to 
treat the national minorities in a proper manner. He spoke 
with disapproval of the excess of chanvinism and referred in 
terms of the highest appreciation to the German minority 
and its leaders. In his opinion —  he said —  the desire of 
the German ethnic group to have German officials placed in 
charge of parishes (villages) and hundreds the minority of 
the inhabitants of which were German, was perfectly legi
timate. The Prime Minister did not, however, say a word 
as to whether this right of equal treatment and of civil 
equality as ensured under the Constitution was due also to 
the Magyar national minority.

A  few days later, on October 12th., M. Beshlitz, Minis
ter of Communication, who has been entrusted with the 
administration of the affairs of the Voivodina, at a banquet 
given in his honour at the same town (Ujvidek) also dealt 
with the minority question, declaring that “ minorities must
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be granted every right, that being the only means of provid
ing that every citizen of the State should enjoy equality.”

The two statements referred to above may be supple
mented by the statement made by M. Tzubrilovitz, Minister 
for Agriculture, on the occasion of the visit to Yugoslavia 
of Count Michael Teleki, that statement being to the effect 
that “ Hungary was a friendly neighbouring State with which 
Yugoslavia maintained the best relations” ( “ Politika” , 1st. 
October, 1940). As evidence of this friendly attitude we may 
regard the establishment at Belgrade, on October 6th., of 
the “Yugoslav-Hungarian Society” ; on this occasion M. Vojin 
Djuritchitz, Burgomaster of Belgrade and a former Minister 
of Finance, who presided, referring to the fact that the num
ber of persons invited to the ceremony, was relatively 
small, in his inaugural address noted that “ if we had wished 
to invite all Hungary’s friends, the inaugural meeting would 
have had to be held on the huge aerodrome at Zemun” . 
And,, in his reply on behalf of the Hungarians, M. George 
Bakacs-Bessenyei, Hungarian Minister in Belgrade, stressed 
that “ it was edifying, at a time when a part of the civilised 
world was aflame, to observe that the Yugoslav and Hun
garian nations were continuing to endeavour to reciprocally 
improve their knowledge of one another, a course which 
must in time preclude the possibility of misunderstanding."

After these promising preliminaries Senator Imre 
Varady, LL. D., and Dr. Leo Deak, former Member of the 
Provincial Diet, on October 13th. once more called upon 
M. Beshlitz, Minister of Communications, and subsequently 
on M. Bogdan Bogdanovitch, Deputy Minister of Education. 
With both Ministers they discussed the grievances and 
wishes of the Magyar minority on the basis of a Memorandum 
handed to them, which contained the proposal of the leaders 
of the Magyars of Yugoslavia respecting the adjustment of 
the educational matters affecting the Magyar minority. The 
Memorandum inter alia pointed out that there were still 
numbers of so-called parallel Magyar sections of elementary 
schools without Magyar teachers. Exact data referring to 
these parallel sections without Magyar teachers were also 
submitted, as was a detailed statement respecting the villages 
inhabited by Magyars in which no separate parallel Magyar
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section has so far been established, notwithstanding the 
presence of the minimum number of pupils (25 and 30 res
pectively) prescribed by law. Annexed to the Memorandum 
was also a list of the teachers of Magyar nationality possess
ing the requisite qualifications whose appointment to the 
parallel Magyar sections ought to be made, enabling them 
to replace the Yugoslav teachers who are either completely 
ignorant of or have only a limited knowledge of Hungarian. 
A list has been given also of the names of those Magyar 
secondary school teachers who might be appointed to the 
so-called parallel “Magyar" sections of the eight-class 
"Realgymnasium" at Szabadka and of the four-class lower- 
grade “gymnasium” at Zenta and who are at present em
ployed in secondary schools where the language of instruc
tion is Serbian or Croatian. In conclusion the spokesmen of 
the Magyar minority requested that, in order to ensure the 
educational matters of the Magyar minority being adminis
tered without a hitch and to provide for the immediate and 
equitable adjustment of all questions connected therewith, 
a special adviser should be appointed to function in the 
Ministry of Education as the forum to which the leaders of 
the Magyar minority could appeal direct and could without 
having to resort to intermediate channels submit any com
plaints or wishes respecting educational matters and 
thus provide for the immediate settlement of all such 
matters. Both of the official factors consulted promised to 
benevolently and without delay investigate the matters 
referred to in the Memorandum, — a course taken so often 
in the past too, though without the promises and undertakings 
given on such occasions having been followed by corres
ponding actions.

In connection with the educational matters involved, the 
October 13th issues of the “ Reggeli Ujsag” of Ujvidek (No- 
visad), the “ Naplo” of Szabadka (Subotica) and the ”Zen- 
tai Hirado" published long articles dealing with the activity 
of the parallel Magyar section of the Belgrade State tea
chers' training college (which has been functioning already 
for six years), regarding it as indispensably necessary in 
order to ensure this institution continuing to function suc
cessfully that 1. the parallel Magyar section should as soon

19



DANUBIAN REVIEW

as possible be converted into an independent Magyar train
ing college functioning under Magyar management, being for 
that purpose transferred to some town in the Voivodina 
with a Magyar population —  e. g. to Zenta, Kanizsa or 
possbily Szabadka — ; 2. as contrasted with the practice so 
far followed of permitting the reopening as a special favour 
for one year only (the practice which has been in force since 
the re-opening of the first class, in September, 1937), the 
Government should institutionally ensure the undisturbed 
and uninterrupted functioning of the whole section; 3, the 
Government should appoint a sufficient number of teachers 
of Magyar nationality (or such at least as are fully versed 
in Hungarian) to function in the Magyar section of the train
ing college; 4. in the parallel Magyar section all subjects 
except the State language and the so-called “ national” sub
jects (i. e. Yugoslav history and geography) should be taught 
in the mother-tongue of the pupils; and finally, 5. on the 
basis of the principle of equal treatment the Magyar sec
tion —  or the independent Magyar training college that may 
eventually be established respectively —  should be granted 
the same material support as that granted to the private 
teachers' training college at Ujverbasz, which has so far —  
during its seven years of activity —  received a State subsidy 
of 500.000 dinars.

As to how many other things ought to be done to im
prove the educational situation of the Magyar minority in 
Yugoslavia, we would on the present occasion merely offer 
a few data by way of illustration. As against the 528 and 
538 classes of the 132 and 133 so-called parallel Magyar sec
tions of elementary schools shown in the official statements 
for the years 1931 and 1932 respectively, according to the 
official statement for the year 1934 there were only 457 
parallel Magyar elementary school classes functioning, the 
number of such classes shown in the official statement issued, 
on February 27th., 1940, being only 438; that meaning that 
—  calculated on the basis of 4 classes for each section —  
the number of parallel sections functinoning at the periods 
in question were 114 and 109 respectively, that meaning 
that the number of Magyar classes has within a few years 
decreased by 75 and 94 respectively, the decrease in the
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mumber of sections being 19 and 24 respectively. Its quota 
of the population would entitle the Magyar minority of 
Yugoslavia to have at least 307 parallel Magyar elementary 
school sections (this ratio being calculated on the basis of 
the number of elementary schools —  8590 —  functioning in 
the whole country), that meaning that (taking each section 
to include 4 classes) the Magyar minority would be entitled 
to at least 1228 elementary school classes, while the staff 
o f elementary school teachers functioning in the whole 
country (numbering altogether 30,360) should include 1084 
teachers of Magyar nationality, whereas the number of 
teachers shown in the official statements as functioning in 
Magyar parallel sections is only 410 and 434 respectively, 
while even of these not more than 100— 130 are of Magyar 
nationality. The parallel Magyar elementary school sections 
figuring in the official statements are attended by only 26—
28.000 pupils of Magyar nationality, whereas at least as 
many Magyar children of schooling age are compelled to 
attend elementary schools in which the language of instruc
tion is the State language. A circumstance characteristically 
illustrating the situation in respect of educational matters is 
also the entire absence of professional and "city” schools 
with Magyar as the language of instruction —  though the 
Magyar minority numbers half a million souls.

A  few other data must be added to show also that noth
ing has since been done to redress the grievances of the 
Magyar minority referred to in our September and October 
issues or to meet the wishes submitted by that minority — 
even despite the repeated promises made by official quarters.

Perhaps the dearest wish of the Magyar minority is 
permission to establish a general cultural association. But 
—  despite decided promises on their part —  the competent 
authorities have so far failed to sanction the establishment 
of this association which is to embrace all the Magyar cul
tural and social organisations in the country. Nor has any
thing been done to redress the grievance relating to the system 
of "name analysis” applied when pupils are being registered 
for admission to schools; and for that reason —  as also 
owing to the obstructionism and machinations of the sub
ordinate educational and administrative authorities and to
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the lack of Magyar teachers — it has so far proved possible 
to effect the establishment of the new parallel Magyar sec
tions for the use of pupils applying in the prescribed 
numbers only in a few villages in the Voivodina —  e, g. at 
H o r g o s ,  G o m b o s  ( B o g e j e v o )  and B a c s k e r t e s  ( K u k u s i n a ) .  

The elementary school of the large group of homesteads at 
O r o m h e g y e s  ( U z u n o v i c e v o )  belonging to the district of 
Z e n t a  has on the other hand not had a teacher for years; 
and as a consequence 260 Magyar children are unable to 
obtain the necessary instruction. At M a g y a r k a n i z s a  ( S t a r a  

K a n jiz a J  there are 400, at H o r g o s  140, at O r o s z l a n o s  ( B a n -  

a t s k i  A r a n d j e l o v a c )  in the Banate 80 and at G y a l a  ( D j a l a )  

in the Banate 60 Magyar children of schooling age whom
— also owing to the lack of Magyar teachers —  it has been 
impossible to admit to the Magyar section. Equally untenable 
is the situation in force in the Magyar section at Ujverbasz, 
where there is only 1 teacher to teach the 120 Magyar children 
crowded into a single class-room. In the face of facts like 
these there is something remarkably strange about the state
ment made by the Belgrade daily, “ Vreme” , to the effect 
that there are only 7 elementary schools in the whole of 
Yugoslavia without teachers!

The situation is somewhat more favourable in the 
Banate of Croatia, where the Magyar minority (which even 
according to the official statement issued by the Ban’s Office 
numbers more than 60.000 souls), which has so far not had 
a single elementary school using Hungarian as the language 
of instruction, at the beginning of the new school-year
—  despite the inadequate preparations made — succeeded 
in securing the opening of parallel Magyar sections in 5 
villages — an initial success which is sufficiently encouraging.

In other respects too there are manifest symptoms of 
a lack of readiness to comply with the wishes of the Ma
gyar minority. In reply to the request of the leaders of 
that minority that secondary school teachers of Magyar 
nationality should be appointed to the sections of the Sza- 
badka and Zenta secondary schools which are at least 
nominally "Magyar", the Ministry of Education recently 
transferred a Magyar teacher of the name of Magdalene 
S z e g v a r i  from N a g y b e c s k e r e k  ( P e t r o g r a d )  to R u m a  in the
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Szerem district, appointing a Magyar pupil teacher of the 
name of Stephen Czellik, who had asked to be attached to 
the "Realgymnasium” at Szabadka, to the gymnasium in 
the town of Podgorica in Montenegro.

There is however another side to the picture, — that 
being the exceptionally favourable treatment meted out to 
other nationalities living in the country. In order to make 
up, for instance, for the shortage of teachers of “ Bunyevatz” , 
“ Shokatz” and Ruthenian nationality, at the end of Sep
tember the Ministry of Education ordained the opening of 
a new first class in the Ujvidek Teachers’ Training College, 
40 pupils of “ Bunyevatz” , ’ ’Shokatz” and Ruthenian natio
nality being at once admitted to that class. On the other 
hand, permission was given for the admission of only 20 
Magyar pupils to the first class of the “ Magyar" section of 
the Belgrade Teachers’ Training College.

We would fain believe that the Government will at the 
very earliest opportunity extend to the Magyar minority 
too the favours and benefits at present only one-sidedly 
accorded to certain other national minorities, thereby grant
ing the Magyar minority all the rights to which it is indis
putably entitled by the promises made by the Ministers, 
by the provisions of the Constitution and as a token of the 
good relations now developing between the two countries.
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