
P O L I T I C A L  M O S A I C

STATEMENT MADE BY SECRETARY OF STATE TIBOR 
PATAKY CONCERNING RESULT OF HUNGARIAN 

PREMIER'S TOUR OF TRANSYLVANIA
M. Tibor Pataky, Secretary of State in the Prime Minister's 

Department, has made an interesting statement describing the 
results of the three visits to Transylvania undertaken by the 
Hungarian Prime Minister.

M. Pataky began by stating that the re-incorporation in 
the life of the Hungarian nation of the life of the restored re
gions demands exceptional circumspection and a thorough fa
miliarity with conditions. The object in view is that the great 
work shall be attended with the legitimate satisfaction of all 
the peoples of this ancient Magyar territory which has for more 
than twenty years been living under a foreign rule. For that 
very reason the Hungarian Government is determined to grant 
the non-Magyar nationalities too complete equality of rights, as 
well as security of person and property, enabling those nationa
lities to preserve and freely develop their economic and intellec
tual forces, to freely employ their mother tongues in private life 
and in educational institutions alike, and to render possible the 
unrestricted use of those languages also in dealings with the 
authorities in places where the conditions of settlement of the 
non-Magyar nationalities makes such procedure justifiable.

The experiences obtained in respect of the question of food 
are on the whole of a satisfactory character and indeed in some 
places absolutely re-assuring; for despite this year’s harvest hav
ing been anything but favourable, the shortage in evidence in 
some districts is counterbalanced by the more favourable harvest 
yield obtained in other parts of Transylvania. The inhabitants 
are using every effort to effectually carry out the autumn agri
cultural operations. A circumstance causing considerable difficul
ties is however the fact that the Rumanian army removed large 
numbers of horses and carts, when they retired from the country. 
The Government has therefore placed tractors at the disposal 
of the population. During the course of the negotiations with 
Rumania the Rumanians promised without unnecessary delay to 
return the draught animals and carts removed by the troops. The 
army is also assisting in carrying out the autumn operations. The 
Government is also helping the inhabitants by providing seeds. 
The roads in Transylvania are in an extremely neglected condi
tion; and for that reason there was every need for the urgent 
initiation of public works — these works having resulted, not

32



POLITICAL MOSAIC

only in improving the roads, but also in providing the inhabitants 
with considerable opportunities of labour, As a consequence of 
the manner in which the new frontier has been demarcated rail
way connections with Szeklerland have been cut; and here too 
the roads are in a pitiable condition: as a result a beginning has 
been made with the building of a narrow-gauge and a normal- 
gauge railway line. The works incidental to this scheme have 
given employment to many thousands of labourers; and the 
narrow-gauge railway is actually to be ready by the end of 
the year.

The Secretary of State noted further that the Rumanians 
had pursued a very ruthless policy with the object of materially 
ruining the people of Szeklerland, of diverting them from their 
ancient occupations and of rumanianising them by force. In Csik 
County, for instance, where the Magyars form an enormous 
majority of the inhabitants, they established State elementary 
schools in which the teachers did not know a single world of 
Hungarian. And the denominational schools could only be at
tended by pupils obtaining permission to do so from the head 
teacher of the Rumanian State elementary school. In the purely 
Magyar villages the inhabitants were compelled to build a 
Greek Oriental church for the use of the 4—5 gendarmes or 
customs officers stationed there, who belonged to the Greek 
Oriental Church. Of late there had been a veritable orgy of 
torture and arrests and domiciliary visits and consignment to 
compulsory labour camps of so virulent a character that a 
considerable proportion of the inhabitants of many Magyar vil
lages had fled to the forests, hiding there until the reign of 
terror should come to an end.

The Prime Minister had had separate conversations also 
with the leaders of the Saxons, who promised to join hands 
with the other peoples of Transylvania and take their share of 
the work of re-construction. They will afford the younger gene
rations affectionate support. The Government has organised in 
Transylvania an economic board which is to be consulted before 
taking any measures. The Prime Minister when in Transylvania 
had declared further that the Government would never consent to 
the land allotted under the Rumanian Land Reform to the poorer 
elements for the satisfaction of their legitimate demands being 
taken from them. The Government was honestly determined to 
leave no stone unturned to provide for the enforcement of the 
nationality rights of the Saxon people in the same manner as 
that had been done in the past, its procedure being in the future 
in keeping with the spirit of the agreement concluded with the 
Government of the German Empire. The Premier also re-assured 
the leaders of the Rumanians, promising to grant them their 
rights and to ensure them kindly treatment. But the Rumanians 
must on their part accomodate themselves to their place in the
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Hungarian State and must without reserve respect the framework 
of that State.

RUMANIAN LIES REFUTED BY HUNGARIAN 
GOVERNMENT

The Hungarian Telegraphic Bureau reports:
The columns of the Rumanian Press are still full of tales, 

concocted by the propaganda offices, of atrocities said to have 
been perpetrated in the parts of Transylvania restored to 
Hungary.

The publication of these alarming tales in the Rumanian 
Press is obviously intended to inspire the Magyars of the areas 
left to Rumania with a dread of reprisals and thus force them 
to flee, or perhaps they are designed to justify their own subse
quent treatment of the Magyars left under their rule. The 
Magyars of Rumania have again been officially told by Hun
gary that the Hungarian Government and the Hungarian army 
are keeping close watch over them, and they have been enjoined 
not to allow themselves to be intimidated.

With the greatest generosity and tolerance the Hungarian 
Government has made every effort to forget the past, even the 
recent past, but it would appear that this is not to the taste 
of the Rumanian Government, which has already launched an 
irredentist movement in Rumania.

The cases officially brought to the notice of the Hungarian 
Government were examined without delay, and the fact was 
established that all of them were based on false information. 
The Rumanian Government has already been apprised of this 
through the ordinary diplomatic channels, so there must be some 
other explanation for the clamour in the Rumanian Press. If Ru
mania imagines that anything is to be gained from Hungary 
by means of lying reports and threats, she will find to her bitter 
sorrow that she has made a great mistake.

RUMANIAN ATROCITIES DURING EVACUATION 
OF TRANSYLVANIA

The Rumanian army — assisted by fanatical Rumanian in
habitants — committed a considerable number of atrocities in the 
interval between the Vienna Award, and the appearance of the 
Hungarian troops in Transylvania. These atrocities form a strange 
breach of the provisions of the Vienna Award and offer a 
striking contrast to the statements and practical gestures where
by the leading statesmen of Hungary assured the Rumanian 
people of their goodwill and understanding. Moreover, they
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were wholly unprovoked, because the Magyar population, which 
has now regained its liberty, had set a praiseworthy example of 
patience and loyalty by suppressing its righteous resentment 
against its former oppressors.

In the city of Kolozsvar it was found that the Rumanians 
had robbed the city of all its movable assets. Thus, for instance, 
from the stomatological clinic every object had been removed: 
not only the X-ray apparatuses and other important implements, 
but even the operating chairs. The same had been done in the 
other clinics, where even the gas pipes had been torn out of 
the walls. In the cigarette factory the whole equipment had been 
taken away; even the fixed machines had been dismounted and 
removed.

The inhabitants of Kolozsvar and its vicinity, too, are com
plaining bitterly against the Rumanians for their behaviour during 
the evacuation. In these days the Rumanian authorities endea
voured to collect the arrears in taxes in the greatest hurry, and 
even where people could prove the payment of their taxes the 
Rumanians took away their movable property, very often worth 
much more than the amount of the arrears. Those who offered 
resistance were brutally beaten. In one of the barracks the bo
dies of hanged young Szeklers were found, and on the back of 
each there was a note with the words: "Long live Hungary!"

Both the Hungarian Press Agency and the Radio were 
repeatedly compelled to mention the fact that the retreating 
Rumanians had taken with them objects and installations which 
they had no right to remove. Thus at Kolozsvar they dismounted 
the fixed machines of the principal railway workshop, while at 
Sepsiszentgyorgy they removed the whole machinery of the 
tobacco factory. It is also reported from reliable sources that 
during the period in question all Rumanian firms dismissed their 
Magyar employees, leaving them on the street without paying 
then any compensation.

The Rumanian Government has issued a statement denying 
the dismissal of Magyars from the employment of factories, of
fices and other establishments. Nevertheless, it is an undeniable 
fact that referring to instructions received from the Ministry of 
the Interior the Prefects ordered all offices and institutions to 
dismiss their Magyar employees. The "Malaxa", an industrial 
establishment in Bucharest, dismissed more than 3.000 Magyar
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workmen between September 3 and 7. Furthermore, the '’Vulcan”  
factory in Bucharest dismissed almost one thousand Magyar 
workers, the “Viona" and the aeroplane factory in Brasso 
(Brasov) dismissed many hundreds of Magyar workers without 
delay and without any compensation. — The horticultural 
authorities of the city of Temesvar (Timisoara) turned out all 
their Magyar employees. The same treatment was allotted to the 
Magyar officials and other employees of the Rumanian State 
Railways, who were compelled to resign their posts and leave 
their homes in the Railway buildings. And finally, in a number 
of Rumanian towns — Fassy, Galatz and Constanza — the Ma
gyar domestic servants were sent home within twenty-four hours.

The Magyar population of the Transylvanian territories 
restored to Hungary lived in a state of fear and anxiety in the 
interval between the Vienna Award and the appearance of the 
Hungarian troops. These poor people were exposed to the most 
inhuman treatment on the part of the retreating Rumanian army 
and the officials leaving the territory. This reign of terror 
reached its climax in the brutality of the Maniu-Guards. The 
anti-Magyar atrocities commenced as early as September 1st. 
The houses of the Magyars were broken into, the furniture was 
destroyed and the Magyars were beaten in the open streets. At 
Kolozsvar the rioters smashed the doors and windows of the 
Magyar theatre, broke the windows of the "Marianum" and 
the Protestant Hospital and invaded many Magyar shops and 
private homes. These riots and demonstrations demanded many 
victims murdered in and round Kolozsvar. In this city two 
Rumanians assaulted M. Jozsef Tyukody, a well-known Member 
of the Hungarian Party, and beat him so cruelly that he was 
left lying unconscious in the street. M. Jozsef Nagy — because 
he spoke Hungarian in the street — was so badly beaten by 
two Rumanian policemen that he broke his legs and arms. The 
mob broke into the house of M. Lajos Hadics, beating him and 
his mother and a ninteen-year-old sister and plundering his 
home. M. Karoly Molnar was attacked in the open street by 
Maniu-Guards who left him lying on the pavement, bleeding from 
serious wounds inflicted with knives. MM. Ferenc Dedk and 
Geza Szabo were knocked down in the open street, after which 
they were stabbed with knives and beaten with sticks. The house 
of M. Miklos Kis was broken into and he himself, as well as his
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old parents, were beaten half-dead and thrown out into the 
street. Jozsef Peter, a young student; was held up in the open 
street by two Rumanian policemen for speaking Hungarian; he 
was then taken to the police station, where he was trampled on 
and badly beaten by an officer, after which he, too, was turned 
out into the street.

Nor was the situation any better in the country. The retreat
ing Rumanian army meted out the most inhuman treatment to 
the population and plundered their homes. The soldiers devas
tated a number of villages, drove the cattle away, took the food 
of the population with them; and whatever they were unable to 
remove was destroyed. The animals were killed and the grain 
not yet gathered in was set on fire. In the village of Ba.cs the 
population was almost starved to death, being saved only by 
the arrival of the Hungarian troops. At Kiskalota soldiers and 
gendarmes shot into the houses of Magyars, smashed their 
windows and doors with hatchets. The village of Mora was 
attacked by Maniu Guards; they shot into the houses and drove 
the cattle away from the fields. After this the village was set 
on fire in many places. The village of Kajanto was also com
pletely looted. Those inhabitants who were unable to find a 
hiding-place in time, were undressed and badly beaten.

Wherever they could, the inhabitants took the flight, but 
even these were not able to escape the wrath of the Rumanians. 
Yet, perhaps, the most tragic fate was that befalling those Ma
gyars who served in the Rumanian army; as their place of 
domicile fell to Hungary, they had to quit the army. After 
returning their arms they were undressed and sent on their 
way with a "good-speed" in the form of a sound beating. Most of 
them were already weak and fatigued in consequence of the bad 
treatment and poor food. Now these unfortunate people are 
wandering on the roads without food and clothing, many 
hundreds of kilometres from their homes.

AREA AND NATIONALITIES OF PRESENT-DAY RUMANIA
Within a short period Rumania has had to undergo a series 

of serious amputations; she has had to restore a considerable 
part of the territories undeservedly acquired by her in 1918—19. 
Statistical data throw a very interesting light upon the size of 
the Rumania swollen by the increase of territory allotted to
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her 22 years ago and upon the area of the territory still left 
to her today — showing indeed that even today she is far larger 
in area than she was in the period preceding the first Great War.

Hungarian statisticians have already elaborated the data 
relating to the changes in the area and population of Rumania. 
According to these data, the area of Rumania prior to the Balkan 
War of 1912/13 was 131,353 sq. kilometres, while in 1911 the 
number of her inhabitants was 7,086,796. The London Treaty of 
Peace following the Balkan War and the Paris Treaties following 
the first Great War without due warrant allotted to Rumania 
an area of altogether 163,696 sq. kilometres. 62.9°h> of this 
enormous area (i. e. 103,093 sq. kilometres) consisted of territory 
wrested from historical Hungary. As a consequence of this great 
partition the area of Rumania in 1920 comprised altogether 
395,049 sq. kilometres, while in 1933 the number of her 
inhabitants was 19,650,004.

Recently Greater Rumania was subjected to a thorough 
process of reduction in respect both of area and of population. 
The territory annexed by Russia amounted to 54,052 sq. 
kilometres, the population of that territory comprising 4,066.686 
souls. The territory restored to Hungary embraced an area of 
43,591 sq. kilometres, the number of inhabitants living in that 
territory being 2,586,000; while the territory re-incorporated in 
Bulgaria was 7,695 sq. kilometres, the population of this territory 
being 419,075 souls. Rumania therefore, within a few weeks, lost 
territory of a total area of 105,338 sq. kilometres and altogether 
7,071,761 inhabitants.

The area of the territory still left to Rumania is 189,711 sq. 
kilometres, the number of her inhabitants being according to the 
most recent statistical calculations — 12,678,243. In respect of 
territory Rumania is therefore today still larger than present-day 
Hungary; and the whole area of additional territory still in her 
possession — i. e. the increase in area as compared with pre-War 
days — consists of territory wrested from Hungary. But the 
number of Rumania's inhabitants is smaller than that of Hungary. 
Even in the light of her own statistics Rumania was a 
pronouncedly nationality State; for the figures of the 1930 
Rumanian Census recorded the presence of non-Rumanian 
nationalities representing 27%> of the total population, though, as 
is universally known, the Rumanians left no stone unturned to 
group the statistical data and to control, the survey in a manner 
enabling them to show the least possible proportion of non- 
Rumanian nationalities. As a consequence of the revision just 
carried into effect, the greater part of the non-Rumanian 
nationalities living in Rumania have been liberated from Rumanian 
rule. 65°/o of the Magyars previously subject to Rumanian rule 
have been restored to Hungary; while 96°/o of the Ukrainians, 
84*10 of the Russians, 85°/o of the Turco-Tartars and 73°/o of the
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Jews living in Greater Rumania have been withdrawn from that 
country, the result being that today the ratio of non-Rumanian 
nationalities still left in Rumania is only some 14°/o.

Under the Vienna Award 42.3°/o of the territory wrested 
from Hungary 22 years ago has been restored, 43.1% of the 
inhabitants of the territory allotted to Rumania in 1919 having 
returned to their mother country. The number of Magyars shown 
by the data of the 1930 Rumanian Census to be still living in the 
territory left in Rumanian hands is 536,262 — that being 4.6°/» 
of the total number of the inhabitants of present-day Rumania. 
But we must take into account also the natural increase of the 
past ten years, as also the unreliable character of the data of 
the 1930 Rumanian Census relating to the non-Rumanian 
nationalities, in particular to the Magyars; and we shall not be 
guilty of any great exaggeration if we fix the number of Magyars 
still living in the present territory of Rumania at roughly 600,000. 
The other large minority living in present-day Rumania is the 
German — 657,651 souls (4.8°/o), the number of Jews being 
139,113 (1.2°lo), while that of the other non-Rumanian nationalities 
represents a mere trifling fraction as compared with the 
Rumanian majority numbering 9,941,098 souls.
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