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Only two of the promises made by the Government in 
connection with the situation of the Magyar minority 
in Yugoslavia have so far been redeemed. The one 

refers to the Ordinance of 24th February 1938 restricting 
the sale of real estate, which in the areas under the jurisdic
tion of the Ujvidek (Novisad), Zagreb and Lubljana (Lai
bach) Courts of Appeal made it practically impossible for 
minority citizens, especially for those of Magyar nationality, 
to buy land or houses. The other agrees to grant the de
mands, which the Hungarian minority has been urging for 
two decades, for permission to establish a union of the Hun
garian cultural societies in Yugoslavia.

By order of Premier Tsvetkovitch an Ordinance con
sisting of one single paragraph was published on 20th 
September in the Official Gazette (,,Sluzbene Novine“ )  
annulling the provisions of the previous Ordinance regulat
ing the buying and selling of real estate which had weighed 
so grievously on the national minorities. The new Ordinance, 
namely, does away with the restriction that made the buy
ing and selling of real estate conditional on a special permit 
from the authorities, but upholds that provision in the case 
of all lands lying within the zone of military fortifications. 
Seeing that the fortification zone is a very wide one, stretch
ing all along the northern frontier, lying, that is to say, 
in territory occupied chiefly by Magyars and German settle
ments, previous experience makes the value of this new 
Ordinance doubtful from the angle of the national minori
ties. In view of this, on 22nd September, certain leaders of 
the German minority appeared before Premier Tsvetkovitch, 
who happened to be in Ujvidek, and asked him for more 
precise information regarding the interpretation of the Ordi
nance and its application. In his reply the Premier announced
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that the restrictions applying to the buying and selling of 
real estate in the military zone meant that no aliens would 
be allowed to buy land there, but that all Yugoslav subjects, 
irrespective of their nationality, would be free to buy land 
and other real estate within the zone of fortifications. Des
pite this reassuring statement minority circles still feel 
anxious, for neither the local authorities nor the military 
commands have yet received instructions concerning the 
execution of the Ordinance, and it is therefore to be feared 
that there can be no free trade in real estate in that zone 
and no entry in the Land Register of the change of owners 
without a hitch if the persons concerned are minority 
subjects.

As another result of numerous representations and pe
titions the Minister of the Interior is said to have at last 
given the Magyars of Yugoslavia permission to form an al
liance of the Hungarian cultural societies, and to have sent 
a writ to that effect to the Ban of the Danube Banate for 
delivery to the Magyar minority. If this is true, it is very 
probable that before the autumn is over the Magyars will 
establish an all-embracing cultural organization, the lack of 
which has hitherto been so sorely felt. The Government 
could hardly withhold this permission, seeing that on the 
strength of a licence from the Government of the Banate of 
Croatia the Magyars of that Banate have been able to 
establish a Hungarian cultural organization there.

In the field of education, as well as in other respects, 
—  alas! —  promises are not being redeemed in practice, 
except very tardily and with much shilly-shallying, chiefly 
because of the obstacles raised by the subordinate authorities. 
This is particularly true of Ordinance No. 26.323 issued by 
M. Bozo Maximovitch, former Minister of Education, on 
15th May of the current year, which in principle abolished 
the notorious system of name analysis and made it possible 
at long last for parents who called themselves Magyars to 
send their children to the so-called “Hungarian” parallel 
departments of the State elementary schools. In Szabadka 
(Subotica), for instance, the school-inspector stated that the 
reason why he refused to obey the Ordinance was that he 
had not received it and had therefore no official knowledge
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of the right of parents to choose the schools to which they 
wished to send their children. The macchinations employed 
by the subordinate educational authorities to prevent Ma
gyar children from attending the so-called “ Hungarian” 
parallel section of the State elementary schools may be 
gathered from the appeal made to the Magyar parents by 
Dr. Leo Deak, a leader of the Magyars of Yugoslavia and 
one-time member of the Provincial Diet. "Day by day” —  
he said —  “ I receive, on the one hand, reports that in terms 
of Ordinance No. 26.323 Magyar parents are hastening to 
enrol their children in the so-called Hungarian sections 
of the State schools and, on the other, complaints that the 
subordinate educational authorities are not acting at all in 
conformance with that Ordinance. In general the complaint 
is that parents who bring their children to be registered in 
the Hungarian section are being turned away. Sometimes 
the pretext is that they have been too late in coming, some
times that their documents are not complete, but in most 
cases no reason at all is given. In some places — especially 
in the Banate of Croatia —  the complaint is that a certificate 
of citizenship is required. Now it is a lengthy and expensive 
process to obtain that certificate, and the educational officer 
who is responsible for the registration, knowing the persons 
concerned and their circumstances, would be perfectly well 
able to dispense with it. From most places it is reported 
that the system of name-analysis is still being applied, just 
as it was before the above-mentioned Ordinance was issued. 
Where the Ordinance allows the establishment of a new 
Hungarian section, there are no proper teachers for it. In 
other places the teachers employed in the Hungarian sections 
have been transferred to other schools, so that for lack of 
an adequate number of teachers work cannot begin. In cer
tain places again the Magyars have asked for the transfer 
of teachers employed in the Slav sections to the Hungarian 
ones because they speak Hungarian perfectly, while the 
teachers attached to the Hungarian sections have no know
ledge of that language.

On one point all opinions agree, namely that in each of 
these cases the behaviour of the subordinate educational 
and administrative authorities is incompatible with the
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intentions of the higher authorities and with those of the 
highest of all, the Ministry of Education. It is there
fore desirable to bring the arbitrary behaviour of these sub
ordinate authorities to the notice of the supreme educational 
authority and open the Minister's eyes to the absurdity of 
these conditions. I have consequently been asked to lead a 
deputation to the Premier and the Minister of Education. 
This I am willing to do, and I have already taken steps to 
ascertain whether the Premier and the Minister of Educa
tion will see the deputation and listen to our representations, 
and if so, when?”

Seeing that the registration of pupils for the present 
school-year took place at the beginning of September, and 
in view of the way it was carried out, there is little prospect 
of the proposed deputation being able to achieve much. The 
fact is that there is no sign yet of new Hungarian sections 
being established in the State elementary schools, not even 
although, according to reliable statistics, the minimum number 
of pupils required for their establishment —  25 or 30 
children of schooling age whose parents declare themselves 
to be Magyars —  was found in at least 30 or 40 villages.

We would fain hope that in the near future the Yugo
slav Government will find a way of settling not only this 
question, but also all the problems of the Magyar minority 
in an equitable and reassuring manner, the more so since 
this is one of the conditions indispensable to a further deve
lopment of the cultural co-operation established between 
Hungary and Yugoslavia, and a pledge that methods of settl
ing in a friendly spirit and by peaceful means all the disputed 
questions dividing the two countries will soon be devised.
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