
OBSERVATIONS ON PARISH COUNCIL 
ELECTIONS IN CROATIA AND THE 

VOIVODINA
BY

IMRE PROKOPY

In our June issue we published an account of the Parish 
Council elections held in the Banate of Croatia on 19th 
May. These elections, as stated, ended with an over

whelming victory for the Croatian Peasant Party and its 
allies the Serb Independent Democrats. No elections were 
held in the villages of the districts near the Italo-Albanian 
frontier, and for various reasons the elections in 20 other 
places were held only on 26th May and in 13 on 2nd June. 
All these elections resulted in the victory of the two above- 
mentioned Parties.

But the Parish Council elections in the Banate of Croatia 
led to extremely awkward side-issues and developments 
very nearly causing a Cabinet crisis. For on 30th April 
Premier Tsvetkovitch issued an appeal to the Serbs of 
Croatia in which he urged them to co-operate and show a 
united front at the Parish Council elections. The upshot of 
this appeal was that the various Serb Parties did join forces, 
but everywhere against the Croats and their allies the Serb 
Independent Democrats, thus making the Parish Council 
elections in the Banate of Croatia appear to be a trial of 
strength between the Serbs and the Croats. Thus the ad
herents of the Government Party (the J. R. Z.) did not enter 
the campaign on a joint list with the Croats, with whom 
they had concluded an agreement and who are represented 
in the Government, but on the side of the Serb Opposition 
Parties, which have always opposed the Serbo-Croatian 
compromise and consider the "concessions" made to the 
Croats excessive. This behaviour of the J. R. Z. party 
organizations in Croatia brought matters to such a pitch
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that, in order to clear up misunderstandings and compose 
differences, Premier Tsvetkovitch was constrained to inter
vene more than once personally both in Zagreb and in Bel
grade. His efforts —  for the moment at least — have been 
crowned with success, and any need of reconstructing the 
Government or of appointing a concentration Cabinet with 
the inclusion of the Serb Opposition, has passed.

There was, however, another interesting side to the 
Parish Council elections. Yielding to the insistence of the 
Croatian Ministers, the Government agreed to hold Parish 
Council elections in 3 villages of the so-called "Baranya 
Triangle" in the Danube Banate and in 7 villages properly 
belonging to the Bacska which have also been attached to 
the Danube Banate. In 5 of these villages the Bunyevatz and 
Sokatz nationals and the Croats form an absolute majority, 
while in the other 5 they form a considerable proportion of 
the inhabitants. Here the elections were held on 9th June. 
In 6 villages, supported by local Magyar and German votes, 
the Croatian Peasant Party was victorious. In 4 the Govern
ment Party acquired a majority of the seats. The striking 
thing was that only 54.15% of the people entitled to vote 
polled. The rest did not avail themselves of their franchise 
rights, less perhaps because they were indifferent to the 
result than from an aversion to polling openly.

If these results can be regarded as a test of popular 
opinion concerning the question of Voivodina autonomy, we 
may safely conclude that, given secret ballot —  one of the 
indispensable conditions of a free plebiscite reflecting the 
real will of the people — the majority of the population 
would join the camp of the autonomists. This was the great 
surprise and lesson of the Voivodina Parish Council 
elections.
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