
H O W  M I N O R I T I E S  LI VE

RUMANIA
COMPLAINTS OF MINORITY PENSIONERS

In a memorandum to the Ministry of Minorities the Magyar 
Racial Community demanded a redress of the wrongs suffered 
by minority pensioners. These grievances were enumerated under 
four headings, as follows: 1. In determining the pensions of 
widows and orphans only the pension proper of the deceased 
husband (father) had been taken as a basis and the additional 
sums allowed by the "Consiliul Dirigent” in consideration of 
the higher price level were ignored, so that, instead of receiving 
50% of their husbands' pensions, many widows get only 15, 20 
or 25 per cent. 2. This outlines the situation of the so-called 
M. A. V. (Hungarian State Railways) pensioners. Two pension 
bureaus had fought a battle over the question of the pensioners 
of the former Hungarian State Railways, the upshot of which 
was that the latter were sent away empty-handed, both by the 
General Pension Fund (Casa Generala de Pensiuni) and by the 
special Railway Pension Fund. The General Pension Fund did 
pay out some pensions later on, but only to those retired em
ployees of the former Hungarian State Railways who had applied 
to the Supreme Court of Appeal. Measures would therefore be 
necessary that would allow those people whose petitions had 
been definitively rejected to submit them afresh to the General 
Pension Fund. 3. The third heading deals with the pensions 
of denominational teachers. Here it is urged that on the prin
ciple of equality these teachers should be allowed to apply for 
a revision of their pensions, those having been fixed by the 
General Pension Fund on the basis of their pensions proper 
without the extras allowed in consideration of the rise in prices 
having been added. It was not until recently that by order of 
the State Audit Office certain teachers were paid their full 
pensions. 4. This heading deals with the right of pensioners in 
the areas attached to Rumania to expect the war years to 
count double. ("Magyar Lapok", April 28.)
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SENDING OF BIRTH, DEATH AND MARRIAGE 
CERTIFICATES TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES BANNED BY THE 

PREFECT OF SZATMARNeMETI
According to an official notice issued by the Prefecture 

of County Szatmar, all priests and clergymen who send birth, 
death or marriage certificates to persons living outside the 
frontiers of Rumania will in future do so under pain of 
punishment.

MINORITY SPORT CLUBS MAY NOT TAKE PART 
IN RUMANIAN CHAMPIONSHIPS

The General Sport Organization has sent a notice to all 
the sport associations stating that as from 1st August 1940 no 
team may compete in official matches and championships but 
those the majority of whose members are of Rumanian racial 
extraction. Teams composed of minority players cannot compete 
except in friendly matches. A special committee is to determine 
the nationality of the players and certify it on the basis of 
original documents. Rumanian representative teams taking part 
in international matches must be at least 75% Rumanian. [”Nep- 
lap”, April 27.)

YUGOSLAVIA
TRAGIC LOT OF MAGYAR MINORITY IN SLOVAKIA

This paper has always followed with close attention the 
events in Central Europe, and assiduously strives to discover 
methods of solution that would bring tranquillity to this restless 
region. Ever since the conclusion of the Peace Treaties, the 
unsolvable nature of the minority question has been the source 
of most of the trouble in Central Europe. When the new Slovak 
State was created, we watched with increased interest to see how 
the young State would solve also the problem of the minorities. 
To our deepest regret nothing very noteworthy has been done. 
The lot of the Magyar minority in Slovakia has become so grave 
that Count John Esterhazy, leader of the Magyars there, has 
been repeatedly compelled to raise his voice in protest and warn
ing in the Slovak Parliament. It is a fact worthy of note that 
for twenty years the Magyars of Czecho-Slovakia worked in 
collaboration with the Slovaks, with the present leaders of the 
new Slovak State. What more natural, therefore, than that after 
the Vienna Award the Magyars of Slovakia should have offered
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to co-operate to their utmost with the Slovak Republic? They 
argued that, having for twenty years been the comrades — 
in — arms of the Slovaks in their struggle against Czech 
oppression, they could not be the enemies of the independent 
Slovak State. At the outset everything appeared to justify this 
assumption. Twice in the Slovak Parliament Count Esterhazy 
has described at length the work done by the Magyars to 
consolidate the internal life of the new State on the one hand 
and, on the other, to improve relations and promote friendship 
between Slovakia and Hungary More than once Count Ester- 
hazy has intervened with the Hungarian Government on behalf 
of the Slovak minority in Hungary. It was due to his intervention 
that the Slovaks settled on the expropriated Magyar estates 
received full compensation when they left the part of Czecho
slovakia restored to Hungary. He also intervened on behalf of 
the Slovak civil servants of those regions who, in the early 
unsettled days of Slovakia’s independence, thoughtlessly aban
doned their posts, It was thanks to the intervention of the 
Magyar leader that the Members of the Slovak Government were 
able to exchange their “residue estates” situated in the areas 
restored to Hungary for estates in the hands of Hungarian citi
zens living in Slovakia. And until quite recently the Parliamen
tary representative of the Magyars of Slovakia voted for every 
Bill introduced by the Slovak Government.

We are, nevertheless, regretfully compelled to establish the 
fact that this loyal attitude of the minority Magyars has not 
led to any satisfactory results. Today the Magyars of Slovakia 
are being subjected to a series of chicaneries and injustices. 
"We cannot hold Party meetings. It is only rarely that we can 
meet at all, and then these gatherings must be of a cultural 
nature or for some charitable or social purpose, and wholly non
political. We retire modestly into the background; we do not 
interfere with anyone, and yet it is always the Magyars who 
are made to suffer. Sad to say, we know of an ordained 
Catholic priest, who instead of preaching reconciliation and 
serving the cause of peace, conceives it his duty to incite the 
people against the minorities. Incidents of this kind, which are 
extremely offensive to the Magyars and threaten their lives and 
property, usually take place under the aegis of the Hlinka 
Guards. It is the Hlinka Guards who throw stones at the 
windows of peacefully sleeping citizens. Today we are tempted 
to indulge in a historical pun: the Bach era was followed by 
compromise and a period of general prosperity, the Mach era 
will be followed by reconciliation and a period of welfare.” —- 
Thus Count Esterhazy, who then continued as follows:

“Speaking of our grievances, I must mention that on 30th 
April last the Ministry of Education served two worthy Magyar 
secondary school teachers, George Meszaros and Gabriel Orban,
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with notices that they had been dismissed from the service of 
the State. They had been in its service for 28 and 35 years 
respectively, and neither had ever been subjected to disciplinary 
measures. No reason was given for their dismissal. They were 
simply discharged without any disciplinary proceedings having 
been instituted against them, and have lost their posts without 
any claim to a pension."

In his second speech in the Slovak Parliament on 18th May, 
Count Esterhazy spoke of grievances even more serious than 
the above. Here follows a passage from that speech: —

“It sounds incredible that what I shall now relate should 
really have taken place in a country the head of which is a 
Catholic priest and the Premier of which is a zealous Catholic 
who goes to confession frequently. As we all know, there is a 
concentration camp at lllava. Many innocent people have been 
interned there and left to languish in the greatest misery for 
weeks and even months, until in many cases their health broke 
down. I do not approve of concentration camps myself, my point 
of view being that if a man is guilty of a crime against the laws 
of the land, he must be arrested and punished by the criminal 
courts. But to throw a man into a concentration camp, keep him 
there for weeks or even months without a hearing and \then 
release him, but only after he has signed a revocation of his 
political principles, is unworthy of a Christian regime. It is 
calculated to shake our faith in legal justice and add to our 
feeling of insecurity. That Catholic priests have been interned 
in concentration camps almost passes belief, and yet it is true. 
For weeks John Dobranszky, rural dean and Papal Chamberlain, 
an old man of seventy who since 1935 has taken no active part 
in politics, was left to languish in the camp at lllava. Are the 
members of the Slovak Parliament aware that no mass is 
celebrated in the lllava camp on Sundays, although spiritual 
ministrations would help the prisoners to bear their lot with 
greater fortitude and contribute to preserve their mental balance? 
There is a church in the camp, but the Catholic priests im
prisoned there are not allowed to celebrate mass. M. Zachar, a 
Roman Catholic parish priest who was kept at lllava for months, 
was not permitted to celebrate mass once all the time he was 
there. Slovakia is a preponderantly Catholic State; we ought to 
respect and revere our priests, and it is our duty to uphold their 
prestige. Let the authorities take steps to redress these 
grievances.”

In his speech Count Esterhazy also spoke of the Bill dealing 
with Party registration. He refused to accept it, on the ground 
that it offered the State ample possibilities of dissolving the 
parties of the minorities in Slovakia simply by passing a re
solution to that effect. The Bill — he said — must be regarded 
by the Magyar minority as a fresh grievance.
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YUGOSLAVIA

LEGITIMATE PROTEST AGAINST GOVERNMENT'S 
POLICY TOWARDS MAGYAR MINORITY

In one of its recent issues, "A Nep", the organ of Dr. 
Ivan Nagy, leader of the Magyar racial group co-operating with 
the Croatian Peasant Party, states that in spite of the promises 
frequently made by Government and by many Government Party 
politicians, most of the grievances of the Magyar minority are 
still unredressed. Permission to form a Magyar cultural associa
tion extending to the entire area of the Voivodina has not yet 
been granted, nor has it yet been made possible for the Ma
gyars to create an economic organization embracing all the Ma
gyar economic associations. Name-analysis is still practised in 
the schools; the legitimate demands of the Magyar agricultural 
workers who did not benefit by the Land Reform have not yet 
been satisfied, and the restrictions on the marketing of real 
estate continue to weigh — a heavy economic burden — on the 
Magyar population. The excuse made by Serb politicians for 
not doing anything to improve the lot of the minority Magyars 
was always that relations between Yugoslavia and Hungary were 
not good enough, the atmosphere not friendly enough, to justify 
the Serbs showing any consideration. But by now a rapproche
ment has been effected between the two countries in the field 
of economics as well as of culture, so this excuse no longer 
holds good. It is not, however, upon these improved relations 
alone that the Magyars base their claims; they also, apart from 
all international aspects of the case and with due respect for 
the laws of the land, demand their rights on the principle of 
equality. (“A N6p", May 11).

ANOTHER LAND REFORM IN CONTEMPLATION
As was stated in our April issue, M. Chubrilovitch, Minister 

of Agriculture, is seriously engaged on the drafting of a new 
agrarian reform. According to the first rumours, the maximum 
area of landed estates is to be reduced from the present 521 to 
174 cadastral yokes. Now the “Jugoslavenski Kurir" publishes 
a report, based on information received from an authentic source, 
that the new reform in preparation will not fix the maximum 
at less than 300 (!) cadastral yokes, and that the 270.000 yokes 
of agricultural land thus obtained by the State are to be used 
for the purpose of creating more war-volunteer settlements. At 
the same time, several State model farms would also be parti
tioned for the same purpose, amongst others the large estate 
consisting of many thousand yokes at Bellye which once be
longed to Archduke Frederick. This estate was expropriated 
without compensation after the change of rule. The aim of the
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proposed new agrarian reform is obviously to settle as many 
war volunteers and other extremist national elements as possible 
in the northern frontier areas adjoining Hungary, in order to 
intimidate the non-Slav, especially the Magyar, autochthonous 
inhabitants and definitely decrease their economic weight and 
their influence in public life, Here it should be noted that the 
price of the land expropriated in the course of the first Land 
Reform was fixed at such a low rate by the relevant laws of 
1931 and 1933 that it did not amount to more than from one- 
fifteenth to onetenth of the market price. In fact, if we consider 
that the actual value of the State-guaranteed bonds issued to the 
expropriated landowners in lieu of compensation is only about 
50% of their nominal value, it will be seen that they did not 
receive more than from one-thirtieth to one-twentieth of the 
market value of their estates. This in other words means that the 
Magyar landowners alone whose estates were expropriated in 
the course of the first Land Reform have suffered a loss of 
several million dinars according to the present price of land.

GRIEVANCE OF MAGYAR SOCIETIES
The Municipal Corporation of Ujvidek (Novisad) voted a 

sum of 195.000 dinars for the support of local cultural, social, 
charitable and other societies. Of this sum, three of the expressly 
minority societies, viz. the Magyar Citizens’ Choral Society, the 
Magyar Citizens’ Casino and the “Frohsinn” German Choral 
Society received 2000, 1000 and 1000 dinars respectively. The 
two Magyar societies thus received a mere 1.53% of the sum 
in question, although the Magyars of Ujvidek constitute one- 
third of the population, and on the principle of equality would 
therefore have been entitled to expect 65.333 dinars. The wrong 
done to the two minorities by this unjust treatment is only to 
a very small extent offset by the fact that 10.000 dinars were 
allotted to those of the denominational associations the majority 
of whose members are Magyars or Germans. The Serb Matica 
Srpska, a very wealthy society, received 24.000 dinars, or almost 
twice as much as all the non-Serb Pravoslav societies together. 
("Napld".)
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