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THE PRINCIPLES OF 
EUROPEAN RECONSTRUCTION

BY

ANDREW FALL

Europe, which for wellnigh three decades has been 
stewing in the ferment of its own bitter juice, has now 
reached the great turning-point. The moment when in 

the autumn of 1939 the engines of the warplanes began to hum, 
when armoured cars took the field and when the first cannon 
were fired, a gigantic struggle set in between the old world 
and the new, a war of the peoples to decide the fate of 
Europe, its new form of existence and the future of the 
nations. The tragic effort to ensure natural possibilities of 
existence to the peoples had been in process for over twenty 
years in the fields of politics, propaganda and ethics.

The time for a universal reorganization wasi ripe at the 
close of the last war. But the Western Powers neglected to 
make use of the historical possibilities at their command. 
The reason did not lie in any lack of physical strength. The 
Central Powers had collapsed; their armies were disarmed; 
opposition there was none. Had the victors then produced 
plans for a general all-embracing reconstruction, the future 
of Europe might have been mapped out for centuries to come. 
But such plans would have had to take into consideration the 
legitimate interests of all the nations of Europe; to serve 
the cause of economic co-operation and the lofty aims of a 
Europe rebuilt by a united effort, and above all the eternal 
laws of justice which alone can be the cornerstone upon 
which all honest reorganization must rest.
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It cannot be denied that several well-meant attempts 
were made, e. g. Wilson’s 14 points and the creation of the 
League of Nations; but these plans were not sufficiently all- 
embracing, and even the principles which were reasonable, 
useful and feasible in them were scrapped in the Peace 
Treaties as well as in practice later on.

In the plan of reconstruction advocated by the Allies the 
settlement and solution of the three great problems of our 
times, the social, economic and nationality questions, was lost 
sight of. The existence of these problems was clearly 
recognized by the Allies, and plans for their solution were 
indeed made, treaties to protect minorities were even framed, 
but those plans and treaties were only half-solutions; they 
did not keep pace with the spirit of the times, and their 
failure was therefore inevitable.

It was the social problem that led to the outbreak of the 
war of ideologies which opened an impassable chasm between 
certain nations in Europe and created a cleavage between 
the different classes within the framework of the same 
political State.

A denial of the social principle struck at the roots of 
economic progress. The crushing burden of reparations gave 
rise to economic anarchy, was the cause of widespread 
unemployment, led the nations to resort to autarchy, and 
helped to make European tension increasingly acute.

The semi-solution of the nationality problems, or their 
evasion, made it absolutely impossible for the nations to live 
together in peace and amity. That no due consideration was 
accorded to geo-political factors or historical evolution, much 
less to the requirements of economic life, when the problem 
of the minorities was being solved, resulted in setting the 
nations one against the other. The sufferings and complaints 
of the oppressed minorities embittered the lives of the peoples 
otherwise desirous of peace.
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The Allies won the Great War, but what they had won 
was lost again during the process of reorganization by the 
bad Peace Treaties.

Europe, about which so much has been said, which has 
been so much discussed, is now again called upon to face a 
disastrous crisis. The great struggle has begun for the 
spiritual, political and moral being of this Continent, for the 
existence of its nations, peoples and States. The greatness 
of the aim in view is in correspondence with the magnitude 
of the task. The wall behind which ancient European 
antagonisms lurked for centuries, must be broken down. A 
new world is in process of creation, and the next Peace 
Conference will decide whether it is to be a world of peace 
and tranquillity in which European civilization and culture 
will be able to proceed from peak to peak, or whether 
everything that the words Europe and European stand for is 
to crash in ruins.

It is not the side that wins this new war that will be 
the victor, but the one that reorganizes Europe in keeping 
with the interests of that Continent and of mankind as a 
whole. Reconstruction will not save Europe from utter ruin 
unless its foundations rest on the granite rock of justice.

The Peace Conference must, in the first place, endeavour 
to eliminate those obstacles to co-operation between the 
various States of a new Europe which hinder social progress. 
A reorganization based on an ethnic foundation must also 
make it possible to effect a solution of the social problems 
within the framework of each State separately. All this 
cannot take place unless the new Peace Conference is guided 
by a noble and humane spirit of forgiveness and of European 
co-operation, instead of by an ignoble spirit of revenge.

The second important and lofty task of the Peace 
Conference will be to organize the whole economic life of the 
Continent in a manner conforming with the social idea. A
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great economic concert of the European nations must be 
created, which, on the one hand, would organize and direct 
production and sale in conformity with Europe's interests, 
and, on the other, would eliminate all the antagonisms that 
raise obstacles in the path of economic co-operation.

The nationality problem must be settled once for all. 
This will be the most important task of reconstruction 
devolving upon the Peace Conference. The ideas and concepts 
hitherto put forward have all failed. Those of them that 
were responsible for the creation of unviable forms of States 
which collapsed at the first breath of the storm, must be 
rejected. The only way to ensure peace is that, when the 
map of a new Europe is being drawn for good, due 
consideration should be given to historical evolution, the geo- 
olitical factors and the postulates of economic life. Naturally, 
too, all the preliminary conditions of racial existence must 
be fully ensured within the framework of each State.

These are the social, economic and nationality principles 
and the principles of justice upon which the new peace of 
Europe must be based. If the next Peace Conference adopts 
these principles and puts them into practice, the wars, 
struggles and sufferings of the past and the present will not 
have been in vain. Life in Europe will be better, more nearly 
perfect. But if they are again denied, European civilization 
is doomed to perish utterly, and the complete downfall of 
the white races is bound to follow.


