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Mr. Arthur Bryant’s recent book, "Unfinished Victory” , is 
more eloquent testimony to the British freedom of the press, 
independence of mind and craving for justice, than any theory, 
declaration or law. During the past two decades, there have 
been many British writers, statesmen and diplomatists who have 
pointed out the errors of Versailles, the humiliation of the 
Germans, the Calvary of the Hungarians, the senseless inclusion 
of Central-European territories in the Balkans, etc. but it is an 
exceptionnal sign of national greatness that a British author is 
able, in the midst of a war between his country and Germany, 
to analyse and justify the origin of present-day German foreign 
policy without being branded as defeatist or traitor. No pro- 
British propaganda could ever achieve a greater effect in Central 
Europe than the publication of such a book. And nothing could 
do more to disarm anti-British propaganda abroad than similar 
endeavours to find the key-stone of the peace of our century, 
Justice. What would happen to a writer in one of tie new post
war States if it occurred to him to describe the erucifixion of 
Austria or Hungary which inflated them. . . ? The tragedy of 
our age is that propaganda banishes Justitia, regiorum tunda- 
mentum.

Apart from these considerations, the book ii itself is an 
exceptionally valuable description of the social, political, moral, 
and economic developments of the post-war times and will always 
be a most useful guide to all those who wsh to have an 
impartial view about the frame of mind of th; defeated coun
tries between 1919 and 1939, which were realy no peace-years 
but integral parts of a longer war-period which started in 1914 
and will finish —  who knows when? Certainly earlier writers, if 
analysts, like Mr. Bryant, study both sides of the great problems 
which move nations in their actions and reactions.

Bitter wars and war-weariness in armstice-months neces
sarily handicap the efforts of earnest statesmen to bring about 
just peace terms of the Castlereagh-type: lut if the result is a 
failure, like Versailles, the wounds shoud be examined and 
healed in order to avoid the infection of the whole European 
body, as happened in September 1939. Tie great moral value of
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Bryant's book is that it demonstrates with unassailable logic the 
farreaching consequences of peace treaties and appeals thus to 
the minds of those who will be called upon to frame the next 
Treaty.

"Unfinished Victory” embraces three problems: one, the
peacemaking, 1919, in general; two, the German problem which 
led this nation to National Socialism; three the Danubian 
blunder.

About the Peace of Versailles, Mr. Bryant does not hesitate 
to say that it was a flagrant breach of the lofty principles of 
President Wilson, i. e. that the defeated countries were deceived 
when they received terms repudiating the Fourteen Points agreed 
upon in the Armistice Treaty.

A  remarkable chapter in the book examines the positive 
impossibility in the Covenant of the League of Nations to 
proceed to peaceful change for the repair of the mistakes of 
Versailles.

The bulk of the book is naturally devoted to the study of 
the German developments. Clearness, impartiality, depth of 
thought, humane understanding, vastness of documentation, 
characterise the presentation of the case.

The Austro-Hungarian murder is abundantly studied and 
plastically expressed in these final lines: “A  formless void in the 
centre of Europe had remained to be filled up. The grave of the 
dead past had to be dug and the earth stamped down.” No 
wonder that this part of the continent became the immediate 
origin of the new European war.

Mr. Bryant sees with the eyes of an historian the tragedy 
of Hungary. He does not believe that the Treaty of Trianon is 
an end after Hungary’s brillant history. Just the contrary. He 
writes this: "It is the recollection of the past that keeps ancient 
communities together and inspires the spirit of patriotism and 
public service in their sons.”

A. de Poka-Pivny.
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