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A great deal has been said in the course of the past 
year about the rapprochement between Yugoslavia 
and Hungary; and the last two or three months have 

witnessed several tokens of the development of an active 
goodwill and friendship between the two countries. The most 
important stage in this process has been, so far, the three 
days' visit to Budapest of M. Laza Markovitch, Yugoslav 
Minister of Justice, and his lecture on April 18th before the 
Hungarian Law Society; the subject of his lecture was the 
development of international law and politics. The great 
importance attached by Hungarian public opinion to M. 
Markovitch’s visit may be seen, in the first place, from the 
fact that he was received in private audience by Admiral 
Horthy, Regent of Hungary, who conferred upon him the 
high distinction of the Grand Cross of the Hungarian Order 
of Merit.

The audience was highly interested in M. Markovitch’s 
views of the present situation of international relations and 
his theory concerning the organization of a new community 
of nations. In this respect M. Markovitch proposes two kinds 
of solutions. One solution would be the political reorganiza
tion of Europe on the model of the United States of America; 
this Union would be characterized by a far-reaching cultural, 
economic and even political collaboration of the nations 
concerned, but it would also allow, at the same time, each 
nation to preserve a certain amount of its present sovereignty. 
Another solution would be, continued M. Markovitch, the 
creation of a "stage of transition", in which all nations would 
be prepared to give up their sovereignty and to subject
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themselves to the jurisdiction of international courts of 
arbitration, according to the principles of international law. 
These international courts of arbitration would, in his view, 
decide in all disputes either of a political or of a legal 
character and would, therefore, constitute the fundamental 
and primary condition of a true and happy collaboration 
between the nations of Europe. This theory would, however, 
be incomplete without certain corrections. Previous ex
periments of the type, particularly those concerning the 
League of Nations, have invariably proved a failure, chiefly 
because they lacked, from the very outset, the most esential 
condition of existence: instead of serving as the basis and 
security of a new order and development of international 
relations, this organization (the League of Nations)  has, 
from the moment of its birth, considered the peace treaties, 
under the auspices of stipulated rights, and this with a 
purely arbitrary interpretation, but to the complete exclusion 
of the other principle, namely justice, which would have been 
the only possible means of eliminating — as time went on 
—  those serious grievances and fatal mistakes which were 
made by the peace treaties.

Hungary has never refused the idea of an international 
European cooperation based on a true international legal 
order; she believes, however that such a cooperation must 
rest on two pillars: first, on a body of statutes which have 
a universally binding force for all the nations concerned and, 
secondly, on justice, which, with the aid of the necessary 
sanctions, is the only possible way of securing the success 
and durability of such a community of nations.

M. Markovitch' statement made before a correspondent 
of the Hungarian Telegraph Bureau on the subject of friendly 
relations between Hungary and Yugoslavia and Danubian 
cooperation, was received with the greatest understanding by 
the entire Hungarian Press, particularly as the States con
cerned only recently furnished a proof of their willingness 
to cooperate when they concluded an agreement concerning 
the safety and control of navigation on the Danube. We hope 
that the general readjustment of the present situation which 
must invariably follow after the end of this war, will serve 
to make this cooperation closer and more stable.

19 2*


