
P O L I T I C A L  M O S A I C

READY RESPONSE TO THE REGENT'S APPEAL ON 
BEHALF OF THE SUFFERERS FROM THE FLOODS

In Plungary, like everywhere else in Europe, when the 
abnormally large quantities of snow that fell during this 
unprecedentedly severe winter began to melt, floods inundated 
the areas along the rivers. Thanks to the efficiency of the Hun
garian measures of protection against floods and the foresight 
of the authorities, scarcely any lives were lost, and the damage 
done is considerably less than it would otherwise have been. 
Despite his advanced years, the Regent flew over the inundated 
areas, after which he issued a touching appeal to the nation: —

"I appeal to you, my Hungarian brethren, —  said the Regent 
in one place, —  but I do not ask you to make any great sacri
fices. The army has set you a good example. Though the 
officers, even those of the highest rank, only gave a few pengo 
each, while the rank and file gave fillers, yet numerous new 
dwellings for the war cripples will witness to the ready 
sympathy of their comrades. Give only what you can easily 
spare, but give it! By doing so you will be doing your share in 
a national work of charity, and all the poor sufferers will feel 
that there are understanding, loving hearts behind them in their 
sore need.”

The response to this appeal was spontaneous. The whole 
nation hastened to co-operate in this work of charity. Public 
and private officials, M. P. s, journalists, artists and hundreds 
of thousands of working people offered 1 or 2 percent of their 
incomes, and about half a million pengo were collected the 
first day. Since then money keeps pouring in —  an eloquent 
proof that in times of trouble like these the response to an appeal 
to the charity and sympathy of the Hungarian people is more 
generous and spontaneous even than usual.

THE HUNGARIAN PREMIER’S STATEMENT
The visit to Rome of the Hungarian Premier has again 

afforded an opportunity of demonstrating the understanding and 
co-operation existing between Italy and Hungary in an 
impressive manner, and his subsequent statements were an 
unambigous expression of Hungary’s desire to maintain and 
stabilize peace in South-Eastern Europe by the exercise of a 
praiseworthy selfrestraint for the sake of Europe’s universal 
interests, though she refuses to surrender her legitimate claims
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arid insists on their being enforced — if at all possible by 
peaceful means. After his return from Rome, on 1st April, Count 
Paul Teleki issued a statement to the Press. In it he stressed 
the point that his visit was a private one, though, naturally, he 
also discussed politics with the Duce and Count Ciano. He then 
continued as follows:

"The friendship between Italy and Hungary has not entered 
into a new phase, for that friendship is a natural one, based 
on a lengthy period of co-operation and reciprocal sympathy, so 
that any special agreement would be superfluous. Our policy 
and aims are an open book, and are immutable. For many years 
now we have been emphasizing the point that, if at all possible, 
we desire to attain our aims by peaceful means. We have also 
always said that we have Europe’s universal interests at heart, 
for a people that has joined the great European community of 
interests must, for its own sake as well as in duty bound, serve 
those interests. This has always been Hungary's conception of 
her position in the Danube Valley. Here two things must be kept 
in view: the peace of the moment and the peace that must be 
established when the present European conflict has run its 
course. Our momentary peace we will preserve, since for many 
reasons it would be against the common interest of the countries 
of Europe today if war were to spread. As regards ultimate 
peace on the other hand, every nation that feels called to 
play a part in the European community of peoples must strive 
for one that would eliminate injustice and make a free 
symbiosis of the peoples of Europe possible.

"Every Hungarian, but especially the man upon whom the 
responsibility of representing the nation devolves, always feels 
that a visit to Rome is a memorable event, the more so if he has 
the honour of seeing the Pope. In these days when more than 
ever before our firm faith requires encouragement, this feeling 
is particularly strong in the presence of His Holiness, Pope 
Pius XII, whose exalted person is well-remembered by all who 
took part in the last Eucharistic Congress in Budapest. When 
I conveyed to His Holiness the greetings of His Highness the 
Regent and the homage of Her Highness, Madame Horthy, I 
was deeply moved by the warm and lively interest which the 
Holy Father takes in every important question affecting this 
country and by his sincere affection for Hungary.”

On 4th April, the Hungarian Premier delivered an expose 
to the Foreign Affairs Committees of both Houses of Parliament. 
The communique subsequently issued contains, among others, the 
following passages:

"Besides friendly intercourse, the sole object of the Rome 
conversations was to gather information. The Prime Minister 
pointed out that in diplomatic circles the Rome pourparlers are 
regarded as important and that emphasis has been laid on the
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cordiality and sincerity of the friendly relations existing between 
Hungary and Italy. This friendly exchange of ideas and the 
inquiries of a general nature were very useful, for as a result 
the Premier is able to state that the attitude adopted towards 
international events by the Hungarian Government is correct and 
in harmony with the views of the Italian statesmen on the general 
foreign political situation.

As regards aims and decisions, the greatest harmony prevails 
between the two countries. The Premier has also given a 
detailed and exhaustive account of the most recent events in 
international politics —  beginning with Mr. Summer Welles’ 
visit to Europe, —  the immediate prospects and the Hungarian 
Government's foreign policy. He pointed out that Hungary’s 
policy —  which so far as Hungary is concerned aims at obtaining 
an appropriate redress of the injustices and wrong done to this 
country, and so far as Europe is concerned strives to maintain and 
strengthen the peace of the Danube Valley and the rest of 
Europe —  had not undergone any change.

MANIU’S STRUGGLE AGAINST PRESENT RUMANIAN
REGIME

On 19th February Premier Tatarescu saw the representatives 
of the foreign Press, and explained to them the severe measures 
instituted against the disseminators of prohibited news. Accord
ing to the report of the Premier's statement issued by the “Rador” 
news agency, the new edict does not apply to more than a dozen 
agitators at the most. "A  handful of men are trying to disturb 
the unity approved of by the whole Rumanian nation, and are 
stubbornly continuing their negative and destructive work. Of 
late —  continued the Premier —  they have been endeavouring 
to harness Rumanian foreign policy to those secret machinations 
with which they hope to make things difficult for the Govern
ment.” The edict of 19th February relating to the dissemination 
of prohibited news is intended to nip these activities in the bud. 
In terms thereof, no hand-written, typed or printed material may 
be circulated in any way until it has been released by the censor. 
The edict applies severe sanctions against the disseminators of 
secret propaganda: imprisonment for a period not exceeding two 
years. Furthermore, the guilty parties are to be dismissed from 
all public offices, deprived of their seats on all commercial or
industrial boards, and to forfeit any leading posts they may
hold. This entails the loss of all salaries and emoluments. On
their release they may not return to their old posts or receive
similar ones from private firms. The Minister of the Interior 
may compel all persons suspected of being engaged in prohibited 
propaganda work to live at a place appointed for them; and 
this restriction may be prolonged for the period of one year.
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The decree empowers the military authorities to institute the 
necessary proceedings.

According to the "Politika", of Belgrade, Premier Tatarescu 
also noted that Julius Maniu, President of the old Peasant 
Party, had been in the habit of making statements every now 
and then about Rumania's internal and foreign policy. These 
statements were then printed and distributed among his follo
wers, copies being sent to the foreign Embassies and Legations 
in Bucharest. The “Politika” also reported that M. Maniu had 
been brought before a military tribunal to answer for one of 
his recent statements and explain his attitude.

The bitter struggle waged by Maniu, one-time Prime Minister 
of Rumania, against the present regime is well known to every
body. Quite recently the Bucharest Supreme Court of Appeal 
dealt with his complaints against the Committee of the Rumanian 
Senate, that Committee having refused to allow M. Maniu to 
appear in the Senate except in the uniform which all Senators, 
even those who are ex officio members, are compelled to wear. 
M. Maniu, however, refuses to don the uniform of the only 
political party permitted in Rumania. Judgement has not yet 
been pronounced by the Rumanian Supreme Court.

RESTRICTIONS ON SALE OF REAL ESTATE 
CONFUSION CAUSED BY ORDINANCE

In our February issue we reported that on 30th January 
Premier Tsvetkovitch saw five leaders of the Magyars of Yugo
slavia, and discussed with them a number of the problems affect
ing the Magyar minority. Inter alia, the Ordinance regulating 
the purchase, and sale of real estate was also referred to; in 
connection therewith the Premier declared that, according to 
the amendment about to bee drafted, minority citizens living in 
the same town or village would be free to sell land to or buy 
land from one another without special licence, the only restric
tion being that both seller and buyer must belong to the same 
minority. Thus, for instance, a German national would not be 
allowed to sell land to a Magyar, and vice versa.

A fortnight later, on 14th February, M. Laza Markovitch, 
Minister of Justice, spoke at Ujvidek (Novisad) about this 
extremely injurions Ordinance, with the amendment of which 
he had been charged. He said that instructions had been issued 
two months previously that its provisions must be made more 
equitable, especially from a social point of view, and that above 
all the poor and landless inhabitants must be given greater 
facilities of acquiring land. “ If people who do not possess land 
are able to save enough to buy some, we shall give them an 
opportunity to do so, whether they are Magyars, Germans, or of
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any other nationality. For the rest, the Ordinance will remain 
unchanged."

This announcement differs materially from the Premier's 
statement. The Minister of Justice also forgot to explain how 
a poor man was to obtain 12.000 or 20.000 dinars honestly — 
that being the price of a yoke of land in the Banate and the 
Bacska. It cannot be questioned that an amendment of this sort 
will profit the national minorities little.

Quite different in tenor was the speech delivered at a meet
ing of the Chamber of Agriculture in the Danube Banate on 
22nd February by M. Rada Lungulov, former member of the 
Skupshtina. He pointed out that there were 140.000 agricultural 
labourers in the northern part of the Danube Banate, the region 
wrested from Hungary, who were living in the greatest straits. 
This —  he said —  was an additional reason why the Ordinance 
restricting the sale of land should be repealed without delay. M. 
Lungulov also established that two standpoints had led to the 
Ordinance being issued. "One was that people who were not: 
agriculturists should not be able to acquire possession of land, 
the other was the so-called national point of view. Now if a 
sober and honest Magyar peasant desires to add a yoke or two 
to his little property, it will not interfere with the interests of 
the nation. On the principle of equal treatment the minorities 
should be given the same opportunities of buying land as are 
enjoyed by the majority.” In conclusion he urged the Chamber 
of Agriculture to intervene with the competent authorities and 
insist on the Ordinance being repealed as quickly as possible.

This absolutely correct standpoint, which is also in keeping 
with the principle of equality, has not, however, been adopted 
so far by the competent authorities. M. Markovitch's instructions, 
issued ostensibly with a view to tempering the severity of the 
Ordinance, have not yet been made public, and it was only from 
a statement made by M. Zhivota Popovitch, President of the 
Ujvidek Court of Appeal, that those concerned learned of how 
little practical value they are, and that they may even entail 
consequences disadvantageous to the Slav landowners. No less 
characteristic was another statement made by the President of 
the Court of Appeal: —  "Often” —  he said —  "the very interests 
(? Ed.) of minority citizens demand that permission to sell land 
be withheld, lest by selling their property they swell the ranks 
of the unemployed and destitute.”

This standpoint is refuted by the Magyars and Germans, 
who with unusual unanimity and great firmness demand an 
amendment of the injurious Ordinance and the restoration o£ 
"free trade" in real estate.
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CONCERNING THE EXCHANGE OF YUGOSLAVS 
AND RUMANIANS IN THE BANATE

The great interest aroused all over Europe by the transfer 
of Germans from South Tirol, the Baltic States and Russia to 
Germany, has encouraged the most diverse kinds of specula
tion on the subject.

Many publicists, who previously had never thought of 
repatriating whole sections of the population, are now study
ing the question from various angles, and are ready to put 
forward all sorts of suggestions as to how an exchange (i. e. 
transfer) of the populations might be effected. The obstacle 
usually in evidence is that they do not try to find out the 
attitude of those immediately concerned, which in most cases 
would be antagonistic to their plans.

Recently in Yugoslavia, M. Alexander Stanoylovitch, Secre
tary-General of the Chamber of Commerce, speaking at Becs- 
kerek, raised the question whether it would not be possible to 
effect an exchange of populations between Rumania and Yugo
slavia that would result in a transfer of the Rumanians living 
in the part of the Banate belonging to Yugoslavia to the part 
belonging to Rumania and of the Yugoslavs in the latter area to 
Yugoslavia.

M. Stanoylovitch considers this possible, because, accord
ing to his computation, there are about as many Rumanians 
in this part of Yugoslavia as there are Yugoslavs in the same 
part of Rumania, and because the real estate owned by each 
of those groups is much the same in extent and value.

According to his figures, there are 62.900 Rumanians in 
the part of the Banate belonging to Yugoslavia and the Bacska, 
who own altogether 196.125 yokes of land. In the part of the 
Banate attached to Rumania there are 43.590 Serbs, 7576 
Krassovenes, 1752 Croats and "Shokatz” and 10.005 Bulgarians 
—  all in all 62.923 Slavs, who own 198.908 yokes of land. M. 
Stanoylovitch reckons that there is no difference between the 
value of the land owned by the Rumanians and the Yugoslavs 
respectively, for, while the average value of the land in Ru
manian hands in Yugoslavia ranges from 5000 to 10.000 dinars 
a yoke, the land owned by Slavs in the Rumanian part of the 
Banate is valued at from 20.000 to 60.000 lei per yoke.

M. Stanoylovitch's speech was not allowed to pass without 
comment by the Rumanians. The answer was given in the 
‘ ’Dacia” of Temesvar by M. R. Ivan. In principle he had nothing 
against the idea of an exchange of the populations, but he said 
that M. Stanoylovitch's figures were wrong and his reasoning 
was therefore false. According to M. Ivan, one of the greatest 
errors in M. Stanoylovitch’s computation was that he did not 
take into account the fact that the largest number of Rumanians
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in Yugoslavia were living in the valley of the Timok, and that 
something would have to be done to better their lot first. But 
even his comparison of the statistics for the two parts of the 
Banate was erroneous, for he included the Bulgarians among the 
people to be transferred from Rumania, and they would hardly 
be likely to agree to an exchange. The greatest error, however,, 
was M. Stanoylovitch's computation that the value of the real 
estate owned by the Rumanians in Yugoslavia and by the Yugo
slavs in Rumania respectively was about the same. This was 
not so, for the land belonging to the Rumanians in Yugoslavia 
was worth considerably more than that owned by the Yugoslavs 
in Rumania.

PROSPECT OF BETTER UNDERSTANDING
The gravity of the international political situation has 

tended, not only to exert an ameliorating influence on the 
development of Serbo-Croatian relations, but also — as certain 
signs would seem to indicate — to improve relations between 
the majority and the minorities. Simultaneously with the pro
gress of negotiations between the Government and the leaders 
of the Magyar minority, certain statements of a kind never heard 
in the past have been made by prominent Serb politicians. Here 
we shall quote only two such statements, adding that we hope 
they and others of a similar tenor will soon be followed by 
equally satisfactory action.

Not long ago, on two occasions, Dr. Zhivko Prodanovitz, a 
physician of Szenttamas and chairman of the Markovitz Radical 
group in the Danube Banate, gave it as his opinion that the 
rights of the minorities ought to be respected. "The Serbs of the 
Voivodina —  he said —  must share their liberty with the 
minorities. The languages, religion and culture of the minorities 
must be held in respect, and they must be given facilities of 
developing them. They must be equal, not only as regards 
duties, but also in rights. To bring about this equitable situation 
the minorities must abandon their isolation, take the hand 
stretched towards them in friendship, and co-operate in brotherly 
amity with the Serbs of the Voivodina. The Magyars must also 
be granted the political conditions necessary to their unhindered 
development.” (Naplo, February 21 and March 4).

The second interesting statement was made by Dr. Mirko 
Koshitz, professor of the Szabadka Academy of Law and member 
of the Head Committee of the Radical Party, in the course of 
a lecture on the minority problems delivered at Ujvidek 
(Novisad). Dr. Koshitz frankly admitted — a fact even more 
definitely stated by M. Macek — that hitherto the national 
minorities had been unjustly treated. In his opinion there were 
two possible solutions of the minority question: 1. territorial
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readjustment, which, however, the Serbs refused to consider, 
and 2. the organization of autonomous areas in which the 
minorities would administer their own affairs by means of self- 
governing bodies. By the imposition of surtaxes the minorities 
would be able to provide the financial means needed to cover 
the expenses of self-administration. In Dr. Koshitz's opinion the 
introduction of this English system would be the right and most 
reassuring solution. (Napld, March 10.).

It cannot be questioned that statements of this nature, if 
followed by action of as definite a kind, are calculated, not only 
to appease the national minorities, but also to promote a 
political and economic rapprochement between the two neighbour 
States.

M AGYAR CULTURAL ASSOCIATION FORMED IN BANATE
OF CROATIA

In Zagreb, on 3rd March, was held the constituent general 
meeting of the Magyar Cultural Association of the Banate of 
Croatia. According to the approved statutes, the aim of this 
association is to preserve and cultivate Magyar popular tradi
tions, the Hungarian language, Magyar national costumes and 
folk-customs; to organize the education of the Magyar minority 
in schools and by means of popular courses and establish 
courses for the teaching of the Hungarian language; to train and 
subsidize Magyar teachers and priests; to subsidize private 
itinerary teachers, assist students, apprentices and journeymen; 
to establish student and apprentice homes, and form Magyar cul
tural, social, economic, sporting and other associations. The 
headquarters of the Cultural Association are to be in Zagreb, 
with local branches to be established as soon as possible in every 
town and village of the Banate of Croatia where Magyars live. 
The constituent meeting passed a special vote of thanks to M. 
Macek, who had made it possible for the Magyars in that Banate 
to create a cultural organization, an achievement for which the 
Magyars of Yugoslavia had laboured in vain for twenty-one 
years. (Obsor, March 5.).
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