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R
umanian propaganda made use of the second 

anniversary of the new Rumanian Constitution of 
February, 1938, to place in the foreign Press a number 

of articles presenting Rumania's position and the recent 
events in that country in a very understanding and 
sympathetic light. These Press communications, however, 
were silent about three very important things. First, there 
was no mention of the fact that the new Constitution had 
been forced on Rumania; secondly, nothing was said about 
its numerous anti-minority provisions; and, thirdly, the 
circumstance that since 10th February, 1938, Rumania has 
been ruled by a Royal Dictatorship, was also suppressed.

We feel convinced that it will not be superfluous to 
recall, with the strictest avoidance of bias, the circumstances 
attending the birth of the new Constitution forced on he 
country in February, 1938, On 21st February the Rumanian 
Official Gazette (Monitorul Oficial) published an Edict 
containing the text of the new Constitution, the last Article 
of which ran as follows: “ This present Constitution, having 
been issued by the King, is to be laid before the nation that 
the latter may take cognizance thereof and signify its 
acceptance. A  Royal Edict will determine the relevant 
procedure. When these acts and their result have been 
brought to the King’s knowledge by the Prime Minister, the 
present Constitution will be promulgated and will thereupon 
come into force.”  (Article 100) Simultaneously with this 
publication a Royal Edict was issued ordaining that a 
plebiscite on the country's opinion of the Constitution should 
be taken on 24th February. Voting was open, and in terms 
of the Decree all who voted against the new Constitution
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were forced to produce certificates of identity and to sign 
a statement. Otherwise no certificate of identification was 
required; it was enough if a person's name figured in the 
list of electors; in fact all Rumanian citizens over 21 years 
of age were entitled to vote, even if their names had not 
been registered in that list. These provisions suffice as 
explanation of the result of the “plebiscite" and of the fact 
that 99.87°/o of the votes were in favour of the new 
Constitution and only 0.13% against it. Here we would note 
that the Rumanian Constitution of 28th March, 1923, which 
was in force before the new one was promulgated, 
prescribed a special formality for the amendment of the 
Constitution. That formality was not a plebiscite; it was a 
constituent assembly of Parliament at which two-thirds of 
its members had to be present and a majority of two-thirds 
of their votes obtained (Article 7, paragraphs. 129 and 130). 
It must also be noted that the ratification of the new 
Rumanian Constitution by means of a plebiscite was no 
innovation, for the Constitution promulgated on 2nd May, 
1864, by Prince Cuza, had also been forced on the country 
by that Prince, who had it ratified subsequently by a 
“plebiscite".

It has also transformed the Kingdom 
of Rumania into a State of corporative Estates and has 
abolished parliamentarism (in the democratic sense of the 
w’ord) and trial by jury, introducing also capital punishment.

Compared with the old Constitution, the new one of 
21st February, 1938, does not signify any progress so far as 
the safeguarding of the rights of the national minorities is 
concerned. On the contrary, it maintains in force the anti
minority measures contained in the former Constitution. It 
does not incorporate the minority treaty concluded between 
the Allied and Associated Powers and Rumania, which was 
signed in Paris on 9th December, 1919; and this although 
Rumania undertook to recognize that treaty as a fundamental 
law. The new Constitution continues to emphasize the united 
and indivisible character of the Rumanian national State as 
a basic principle (Article 1), and thus ignores the fact that 
more than one fourth (27%) of the inhabitants are of non- 
Rumanian nationality. It also maintains in force the injurious
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measure which ensures the Rumanian Greek Orthodox and 
Greek Catholic Churches a dominant role, gives priority to 
the Greek Catholic Church, and declares the rest, including 
all the minority denominations, to be merely "cults” (Article 
19). The bishops of the dioceses comprising fewer than 200.000 
Members (Roman Catholic, Reformed Church and Magyar 
Lutheran dioceses) are still deprived of their lawful right 
to be members of the Senate (Article 64). So far as the 
appointment of civil servants and public dignitaries is 
concerned, the Constitution establishes that the Rumanians 
are the majority nation and the staple element of the State 
(Article 19), that meaning in practice that minority citizens 
cannot be appointed to public offices. To become a Minister 
it is necessary to prove Rumanian descent for at least three 
generations back (Article 67). This already in principle 
precludes the possibility of any minority citizen becoming a 
member of the Rumanian Government.

Since 10th February, 1938, Rumania has been ruled by 
a Royal Dictatorship, the first measure of which was to 
place the whole country in a state of siege still in force. 
Simultaneously the Government placed the maintenance of 
order wholly in the hands of the military authorities, and 
military commanders have taken the place of the county 
sheriffs. The Edict of 13th March, 1938, ordained the dissolu
tion of all political parties, a measure that weighs heavily on the 
national minorities, especially on the Magyars, because with 
the dissolution of their parties the minorities were left 
without any means of protecting their cultural, economic and 
other interests, those parties having been more than merely 
the political representatives of the minorities. Under the 
pressure of the European political situation, but especially 
because of the fear of territorial revision, the Royal 
Dictatorship is endeavouring to create the impression that the 
lot of the minorities in Rumania is all that could be desired, 
and that they have no reason whatever for complaint. 
We must, however, establish the fact that the apparent 
willingness of the Rumanian Government to settle the 
minority problem is only a pretence, and that in reality 
Rumania continues to pursue her old anti-minority policy.
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